
D.I. General Store

Open 12pm to 8pm Thursday - Sunday
(Pizza after 3pm Friday-Sunday)

Beef & veggie burgers (gluten-free buns available), fries & 
poutine (gluten-free vegan gravy available), Korean-style fried 

chicken, pizza, panozzos, and rice bowls. Try our signature Caesar!
Licensed · Dine-in & Takeout

3646 Denman Rd (the old bakery) · TakeoutNearYou.com 
(250)335-1099
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Join our mailing list at 
corlan@telus.net 

to get a notice for when we 
have a lunch planned.

We look forward to serving you 
great food as the 

vineyard/winery work permits.
Tasting room is open 11 - 5 

Tuesday - Sunday

General Store Hours:
Monday to Thursday:   8 – 6:30

Friday:   8 – 7
Saturday:  9 – 7

Sunday and Holidays:   12 – 4
Post Office Hours:

Monday to Friday:   
9 – 12 & 1 – 4:30
Saturday:   12 – 3

Sundays and Holidays:  Closed

Installation crews are on 
Denman & Hornby now. 

Once they leave, installs will 
be limited. Sign up in 2026 to 
secure your Fibre connection.

Call us at 1-800-442-8664.Scan to connect your home.
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Denman Island 
Pottery Tour: Thalita Forray

By Annica Danko37
th
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N
U
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We're pleased to introduce Thalita Forray for the 2026 Denman 
Island Pottery Tour, happening this May 16th & 17th. For Thalita, 
pottery is about reconnecting with the sacredness of the everyday. 
Both in being mindful in its creation and its enjoyment.  Being pres-
ent in ordinary moments like a sip of tea or a nourishing meal. Thal-
ita began her  pottery journey in 2019 and joined us on Denman in 
2021. She is looking forward to sharing her work with everyone — 
organic forms inspired by nature.
Drawn to the patterns that repeat across forest floors and ocean 
beds, her pieces reflect the quiet intelligence of the natural world; 
seed pods, fungi, lichen and forms that echo both land and sea. As 
a Magyar-Canadian artist, she brings her heritage into her craft: a 
deep appreciation for beauty that is also practical, and a belief that 
how a meal is presented is as important as the food itself. She is 
currently experimenting with her grandmother's Hungarian folk art 
crochet patterns pressed into clay, and crafting her own glazes from 
foraged pigments and mud found close to home. She is excited to 
share her organic functional ware and sculptures. 
Come meet Thalita this May 16th & 17th and experience pottery 
where earth, memory, and nature converge.
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The Voice of Hind Rajab
By the Denman Island Palestine Solidarity Group
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2026-05-14 (Thu)
Time PST (m)	  (ft)
02:56	 4.444	 14.6
10:06	 1.212	 4.0
16:52	 4.204	 13.8
21:58	 2.915	 9.6
2026-05-15 (Fri)
Time PST (m)	  (ft)
03:25	 4.492	 14.7
10:44	 0.729	 2.4
17:48	 4.518	 14.8
22:51	 3.168	 10.4
2026-05-16 (Sat)
Time PST (m)	  (ft)
03:57	 4.543	 14.9
11:24	 0.333	 1.1
18:41	 4.770	 15.6
23:43	 3.374	 11.1
2026-05-17 (Sun)
Time PST (m)	  (ft)
04:33	 4.569	 15.0
12:06	 0.068	 0.2
19:32	 4.945	 16.2
2026-05-18 (Mon)
Time PST (m)	  (ft)
00:36	 3.514	 11.5
05:14	 4.539	 14.9
12:49	 -0.038	 -0.1
20:21	 5.043	 16.5
2026-05-19 (Tue)
Time PST (m)	  (ft)
01:33	 3.575	 11.7
05:59	 4.432	 14.5
13:34	 0.023	 0.1
21:10	 5.074	 16.6
2026-05-20 (Wed)
Time PST (m)	  (ft)
02:35	 3.550	 11.6
06:51	 4.237	 13.9
14:21	 0.243	 0.8
21:58	 5.054	 16.6
2026-05-21 (Thu)
Time PST (m)	  (ft)
03:45	 3.424	 11.2
07:52	 3.966	 13.0
15:09	 0.597	 2.0
22:45	 4.999	 16.4

The Denman Island Palestine 
Solidarity Group will be hosting 
a screening of “The Voice of Hind 
Rajab” on Sunday, May 24th at 
2p.m. at the Denman Community 
Hall. This Academy Award nomi-
nated film tells of the last hours in 
the life of 5 -year -old Hind Rajab 
and her extended family as they 
try to evacuate from Gaza during 
the ongoing genocide. 
The Grayzone reports that Israel, 
in an effort to counter interna-
tional outrage, has created nine 
English language websites to sow 
misinformation to AI platforms 
such as Claude and ChatGPT. 
Clock Tower X maintains those 
websites, founded by former 
Trump campaign manager Brad 
Parscale, now a federally regis-
tered foreign agent.  The web-
site Factsignal.org attempts to 
cast doubt upon the truth of Hind 
Rajab’s story by “raising alterna-
tive explanations” including the 
falsehood that the Rajab family 
was murdered by Palestinian resistance fighters. This film details the evidence of what 
actually happened to this civilian family, trapped in their car, and to the paramedics who 
attempted to rescue them.
Amid ongoing efforts to discredit Francesca Albanese, UN Special Rapporteur on the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories and Karim Khan, Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court watching this film is a small act of 
resistance. Supporting the work of those who refuse to be silent is necessary if we are going to stop the ongoing 
genocide of Palestinians.
The film is a docu-drama that uses audio from the 911 calls between Hind and members of the Palestinian Red 
Crescent Society trying to rescue her. For those wishing to debrief there will be a sharing circle after with light 
refreshments. This film is not suitable for children. This event is by donation with all proceeds going to the Hind 
Rajab Foundation. For those who wish to donate but cannot attend go to
 
THE HIND RAJAB FOUNDATION
https://www.hindrajabfoundation.org



Back in 2021 we had a rude awakening in Liability101, 
when the Hornby Island Residents’ and Ratepayers’ 
Association were served with a lawsuit relating to a 
mountain biking accident in Mount Geoffrey Regional 
Park. This was unfortunate for everyone. As a result of 
the lawsuit: HIRRA’s insurance provider discontinued 
their coverage; some trails and trail enhancements in 
Mount Geoffrey Regional Park and the Crown Land 
were closed; the local parks maintenance contract was 
cancelled and Comox Valley Regional District now 
manages our parks and trails. And with that, every trail 
head has a marker helpfully providing the 911 number 
(in case you forgot) and our whole island is now inun-
dated with “No Trespassing. Not Liable...” signs. 

Mountain biking is not riding one’s bike leisurely on 
asphalt. It’s an adrenaline-fueled sport that involves 
navigating extremely steep terrain, vertical drops, mas-
sive jumps, and narrow cliff-side paths. As my mother 
used to say, “you made your bed, now sleep in it” which 
means accept the consequences of your own actions or 
decisions. “We’re seeing this barrage of carnage coming 
off of mountain biking parks,” said Dr. Brian Kwon, a 
Canada Research Chair in spinal cord injury at UBC. 
In BC, Kwon found that between 2008 and 2022, 58 

mountain bikers injured their spinal 
cord. Although the study only ex-
amined those 58 patients, Kwon has 
since determined that from 2022 
to 2024, another 21 BC mountain 
bikers suffered spinal cord inju-
ries. More than three-quarters of 
the riders were thrown over their 
handlebars, with the rest injured by 
collision or other means. 

I remember many years ago the Hornby Central Road 
Trail Committee put up signs warning of loose rocks 
everywhere. What about tree roots, pine cones, slug 
crossings, random branches, and falling pine needles? 
Why did they even build the trail? What were they 
thinking??!! 

We live in a world where everyone is trying frantically 
to avoid responsibility for any fault or failing, in which 
we must be perpetually warned and prevented from 
taking the tiniest risk. Warning on a baby stroller: “Re-
move child before folding.” On a fishing hook: “Harm-
ful if swallowed.” On a plastic bag: “This is not a toy.” 
Manufacturers must not only 
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How often have you driven on the Big Island upper 
highway and encountered a parade of orange traffic 
cones and warning signs lined up 29 kilometres before 
the actual “traffic event”? And then you finally get there 
(after driving 15 kilometres in one lane at 60k), and it’s 
a bucket truck trimming a tree with three flag people 
and six traffic trucks – all with those flickering, pul-
sating, distracting vehicle “safety” lights. Those lights 
are supposed to warn us to slow down and pay atten-
tion. Yeah, you’ve got our attention. When confronted 
with those distracting high-intensity strobe light bars 
(equipped with enhanced optical lenses to blind us), 
one tends to brake suddenly and dangerously. And 
don’t try to be clever. You can be fined $253 for speed-
ing in a construction zone and $196 for disobeying the 
almighty flag person.
Even the local roads crew now have those obnoxious 
LED flashing lights on their trucks. I get it. You’re 
parked on the side of the road looking at a culvert or 
you’re on your way to fill a pothole. So just in case we 
can’t see your big orange vehicle, those flickering, pul-
sating lights have got our attention. 
If it’s about safety, then we should all 
have strobe light bars installed on 
our vehicles. “Helloooo it’s me!!!!! 
I’m ahead of you!!!!” “I’m parked on 
the side of the road looking in my 
glove compartment!!! Watch it!!!!”

Yeah I know, it’s all about safety, but 
we are being suffocated to death 
with this over fraught world of 
safety. It’s not about safety; it’s about liability, covering 
someone’s ass – and not yours, no matter how many 
times you may fall on it. Injuries aren’t the real danger 
here. Lawyers and politicians are. 

I don’t have to remind you of the proverbial “this is an 
important safety announcement...” we all hear with af-
fection, each time we travel on BC Ferries. (How many 
times have you had to stop what you were reading until 
the end of the recording?) And if the Disconnector 
crew really wanted our journey to be safe, then what’s 
with the red hatchet just sitting there waiting for some 
crazed individual to grab and do something inappro-
priate? 

Shucking Oysters:
Better Safe Than Sorry

By Alex AllenO
PI
N
IO

N

Label: Do not drive with sun shield in place.
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PROVINCE SEIZING PROPERTY 
FROM COMPASSION CLUB 

LANDLORD
by the Victoria Cannabis Buyers Club
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For Immediate Release

PROVINCE SEIZING PROPERTY FROM 
COMPASSION CLUB LANDLORD

Monday, May 11, 2026

Victoria, B.C.: The Province of B.C. has filed 
Civil Forfeiture documents against the 
landlord of the Victoria Cannabis Buyers 
Club to seize the property at 1625 Quadra 
Street where the group was raided in 2023 
and last month.  At the same time, the B.C. 
Solicitor General has filed a Certificate of 
Judgement against the home of VCBC board 
member, Clea Maclean, in an attempt to collect 
$3.2 million in fines from raids at the club’s previous 
home in 2019 and 2020.  A judicial review challenging 
the fines and ongoing raids at the VCBC has been filed 
by the VCBC’s lawyers, Kirk Tousaw and Jack Lloyd.

Founder of the compassion club, Ted Smith, is planning 
on speaking at the evening meeting of the Victoria City 
Council meeting on Thursday May 14 to plead for pro-
tection from the province.  In the past the city council 
has expressed strong support for the club, which has 
been largely ignored by the province.  Now it appears 
that without help from the city, the VCBC will be in 
serious trouble.

With over 9,000 patients served, the VCBC celebrated 
its 30 year anniversary in January.  The club has not 
complied with the Cannabis Act because it does not 
allow storefront medical access and THC content is 
limited to 10 mg per product.  These arbitrary regula-
tory restrictions severely limit the ability of cannabis 
to fight cancer as well as reduce prescription and opi-
ate drug use, while also violating the Charter rights of 
patients.  

A campaign has been started by the club to request 
Premier David Eby to withhold further enforce-

ment actions until a judicial review can be 
heard.  Having failed to adequately stem 

the deaths from the toxic drug supply, it 
is hoped that the Premier is not going to 
allow the situation to become worse by 
shutting down one of the few viable, safe 

options to opiate use.  

This is the first time a property has been seized 
from the landlord by the government because a 
medical cannabis dispensary was operating without a 
license.  As of issuing this press release, the landlords 
have not been served notice of these proceedings, 
which claim they accepted proceeds of crime and 
committed income tax fraud, though the civil for-
feiture is registered in the courts.  A lawyer has not 
yet been secured by the landlords and they are not 
prepared to comment at this point.

For more information contact Ted Smith at 250-415-
1063 or hellovcbc@gmail.com

protect themselves against possible misuse, but predict-
able human stupidity.

The fear of lawsuits, this obsessive concern for our 
safety is utterly maddening for those of us who can 
remember the freedom we used to have. And please do 
not mistake my attitude for being cavalier. I am keen on 
being safe. I think seat-belts in cars are important and I 
applaud real advances in safety such as keeping people 
off the rocks and not beyond a certain point.

Virtually every institution claims safety as one of its 

core values. Ironically, this obsession with safety makes 
people feel more insecure, not less. The phrases “safety 
is important,” “safety is the top priority” are ubiquitous. 
Safety has turned into a forced habit not a regulation. 
When safety turns into a supposed problem that touch-
es on every human experience or activity, people’s 
capacity to make sense of their fears is challenged and 
confused. And because safety is treated as a moral 
absolute, risky behaviour is regarded not merely as dan-
gerous but as wrong. 

And now, if you’ll excuse me, I have a play date with a 
plastic bag.



The Book of Doors
By Gareth Brown

I tried, I really tried to get 
through this one.  The mar-
keting says it is for readers 
who enjoyed The Invisible 
Life of Addie LaRue, The 
Night Circus and Babel – 
some of my favourites. Time 
travel, a bookstore and a 
magic book!  All the nec-
essary components for the 
perfect tale, so how come 
I can’t get past chapter 5?  I have tried a couple times, 
at least a year apart and while the initial chapters are 
promising as soon as the character starts to share her 
unbelievable book, I get the sense that this is a story 
written for teenagers, and very young ones at that. I have 
absolutely nothing against books for young readers, but 
something in this one irritates me.  So, I will put it aside. 
Again. And maybe one day the stars will align and I will 
finish it.

Project Hail Mary (Audiobook)
By Andy Weir

I first read Any Weir’s The 
Martian many years ago 
when he was self publishing 
before his book was picked 
up and a movie created.  
Before the hype; and it was 
glorious. A science fiction 
novel heavy on the science. 
So, when I ordered Proj-
ect Hail Mary, I was a bit 
cautious given subsequent 
novels may not be as good 
as the first. 
This one is a perfect hit.  I think a good part of really en-
joying an audio version relies on the quality of the team 
hired to be the voice of the book.  Lately I have noticed 
a decided improvement in that 

• 6 •  MAY 14TH, 2026  • THE ISLANDS GRAPVINE •                                                                                                                                                

continued on P.7..

The Book Report
By A Bae H
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“Organizations have been invited to put up any 
tables in the green space while the outdoor covered 
space by the hall will be usedfor the May 23rd all 
day marathon Dance Temple from 11 till . Folks 
from Denman and we hope Hornby coming for the 
event. Please stop by our table where we have invit-
ed Comox Valley Transition Society to bring some 
resource material and be available for people to ask 
questions and to learn. We also want to announce 
that in the fall we intend to bring a new film to 
Denman to be shown in the fall called "Dear Lara” 
which just this February premiered in Santa Barba-
ra to rave reviews and interest has been growing at 
every showing.    
To view the trailer go to: https://wwwdearlara.film. 
Women’s silence is ending about their sexual abuse 
as children by men in positions of power over them.
We hope you will come and have fun dancing and 
drop by and chat with us and pick up some resource 
materials.

Denman Dance Temple 
May 23rd
By Eileen O'Brien
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Top Ten Reasons to Leave Social 
Media Permanently

By thomas p. hunterson

SP
EC

IA
L 
IN

TE
RE

ST

You probably noticed that tech oligarchs keep de-
scribing surveillance capitalism as “community," which 
is adorable in the same way a mosquito describes itself 
as a “blood-sharing enthusiast." You've likely gotten 
tired of being transformed into “engagement metrics” 
by companies valued at several national GDPs while 
they insist that the real luxury is mindfulness. You've 
finally realized social media is less “connecting peo-
ple” and more, “Voluntarily building a psychological 
profile for billionaires in hoodies.” You've become un-
comfortable with the fact that your phone knows your 
sleep schedule, your political leanings, your shopping 
habits, and your emotional vulnerabilities. 

Your mental health improves dramatically once your 
brain stops consuming social media outrage, catastro-
phe, and influencer content. Here’s the top 10 reasons 
to leave social media permanently.

1. You’ve reached the advanced enlightenment stage 
where you no longer need to know what your cousin’s 
roommate’s dog had for breakfast.

2. Every app now opens with 3 ads, 2 "suggested" 
posts, and 1 existential crisis.

3. You spent 45 minutes arguing with someone named 
“TruckNutsPatriot420” about chemtrails.

4. Your attention span now reloads like a buffering 

video from 2007. 

5. You caught yourself narrating real life in captions: 
“Making coffee before another emotionally unavailable 
Tuesday ”

6. You posted a vacation photo and somehow received a 
crypto pitch, a political rant, and a DM saying "u up?"

7. The algorithm knows you better than your therapist, 
your spouse, and several government agencies com-
bined. 

8. You realized “doomscrolling” contains the word doom 
and thought, "That seems like useful feedback.”

9. You no longer remember whether you genuinely feel 
something or just want others to validate it with tiny 
hearts and prayer-hand emojis.

10. One peaceful afternoon without notifications felt so 
good you briefly considered becoming a forest cryptid 
who communicates only through handwritten letters.      

Your self-esteem will recover once you stop comparing 
your real life to people who stage photos of themselves 
pretending to laugh, and you will discover that touching 
grass is not, in fact, a metaphor, it’s an actual outdoor ac-
tivity with measurable psychological benefits and signifi-
cantly fewer pop-up ads. You will achieve inner peace 
the moment you stop donating your attention span to 
algorithmic emperors whose business model depends on 
keeping humanity slightly anxious, mildly enraged, and 
continuously scrolling at 1:13 a.m. like raccoons trapped 
in a digital dumpster.

quality.
If you like your science fiction heavy on the science, 
well pull out your physics resources cause this one is 
really sciencey.   Reminiscent of the spaceman who 
became an author, these types of novels don’t actually 
require you to understand the physics to enjoy the sto-
ry.  I admit there were moments where my eyes glassed 
over as I had flashbacks to first year physics, but, just 
like then, I zoned out and got through it with a very 
rudimentary understanding of mass, velocity, gravity, 
light and time.

If you have not seen the movie or any of the hype, the 
basic premise is the earth is in danger (again). The sun 
is going out and rather quickly. A group of top scien-
tists are give free rein to find out what can be done 
before the mass extinction. A discovery is made – alien 
virus, eating the sun. More discoveries made and off 
sets the team that will save humanity and everything 
else. No spoilers, but I did not see that one surprise 
coming. I give it 5 stars and while it contains adult 
themes, it is appropriate for teens. And probably your 
grandparents.
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Earth Week Denman Island Community Beach Cleanup  

Thank you volunteers! 

For collecting, hauling, dragging, piling, loading, trucking, unloading, 
sorting, lifting, packing…and then doing it again. You are awesome. 

 

Alan Norris 
Alli van Gruen 
Angela Robinson 
Ann Paisley 
Barb Mills 
Be 
Bev Hollingsworth 
Blackberry Lane  
Bonnie 
Charles Kinch 
Chris Wright 
Christopher Porter 
Claire, Johnny & Niko 
Danni Crenna 
Debbie Frketich 
Devmurti Khalsa 
Dorrie Woodward 
Edi Johnston 
Elizabeth Norris 
Frank Frketich 

Gail Dugas 
Georgette Hollingsworth 
Hari Amrit Khalsa 
Heather McLean 
Helen Mason 
Ian van Gruen  
Jan Jansen 
Jane Edwards 
Jane Lighthall 
Jeff Harten 
Jennifer Villard 
Jenny Balke 
Joan Donaghey 
John Farrell 
John Mills 
Kathryn West  
Linda Shehan 
Lisa Pierce 
Liz Johnston 
Lois Thorlacius 

Magic Wolf 
Margaret Taylor 
Mary Hagemoen 
Mary Spurr 
Max Zabel and family 
Melanie Hewson 
Melanie Murray 
Michael Rapati 
Michele Comeau 
Mits Narusama 
Nancy Anderson 
Olena Starchuk & family 
Patti Willis 
Paul Ryall 
Paul Weyer 
Penny Farrell 
Peter Mason 
Ramesh Vidyasagar 
Rick Paisley 
Rob Trahan 

Ron Adair 
Ron Wilson 
Scot Taylor 
Scott Macdonald 
Sea Star kids 
Shelley Ord 
Steve Ord 
Stephanie Smith 
Stirling Fraser 
Tamias Nettle 
Tara Parkinson 
Thomas Provencal 
Tim Fuchs 
Tracey Horovatin 
Veronika Miralles- 
Sanchez 
Vickie Ryall 
Wayne Coughlin 
Wendy

 
 

NOTE: The fear in creating a list is that I have forgotten someone. Please accept my apology and 
know that your contribution mattered very much. (There were a couple of names on sign-in sheets, 
for example, that I could not read- sorry!) Lisa 



“Take, eat,” said Jesus to the disciples, whose calluses 
upon their hands came from both their work as car-
penters, as well as possibly from the sketching of the 
design of processed cheese powder. This was the third 
day, and the dry land of existence had finally emerged; 
water collected, and ground was established upon which 
the disciples could stand without sinking into nothing-
ness. Though it was an existence of foundation, it was 
a relatively dull existence - those of us over forty years 
understand the foundation of marriages can dry up, 
yet still it was firm on the ground. Nevertheless, it was 
unleavened. I noted this in my ledger and underlined it 
twice.
Foundations are dull without the alarm clock that is 
time. On the fourth day, the Lord hung the sun in the 
firmament of heaven. Within the Upper Room, Jesus 
broke the calendar and instituted a new publication that 
replaced the old Time magazine with one whose centre-
fold was a crucifixion and whose editorials were written 
with his blood. The disciples looked confused. Thomas 
checked his watch - a sundial - to see if he had crossed 
the international date line into the time of prophecy.
I adjusted my suit. Charcoal gray would be best to 
match the ash upon my clothes and upon my breath. I 
have a suspicion that the Almighty changes his ward-
robe according to the dispensation of God - stone 
tablets for the old era of timekeeping, flowing robes of 
the incarnational years of the Son of God - and perhaps 
Brioni lines for the present dispensation of the risen 
deity. Though the clay tablet era belongs to Muhammad, 
his receipt arrived later in his life. I file this under “Ves-
sel Variations.” The content of the vessels is the same.
The wine was introduced on the fifth and sixth days 
- the blood of the wine was not blood yet, but an inter-
net signal that downloaded a new consciousness into 
the twelve tired men of the apostles. It was the Adam 
moment - the new creation of humanity necessitating 
the dying of the old. I watched as the apostles drank the 
wine - Peter noted a wince at the loss of his preference 
for beer - as the vessel metaphors returned to the dis-
cussion. The Jews used the stone tablets as their vessel 
to connect to God, the foundation of their faith, requir-
ing the Jews to carry the tablets up the mountains. The 
Christian use of water - any container, irrelevant - as 
a symbol of the new foundation of their faith, and the 
Islam of clay tablets resonating with the vibration of the 
Tilawa - words becoming sound and becoming flesh 
again.
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The Last Supper. 
Did they really have KD?
By Gabriel Jeroschewitz, April 19th,  2026, 

Written at 3:19 AM after a nightmare of the Last Supper.LI
TE

R
AR

Y

The upholstery in the Upper Room was a somewhat 
distressing shade of café au lait. Perhaps a choice for 
the man with the ceramic water jug who secured the 
apartment for them, but not for the discussion of the 
invention of Kraft Dinner. I waited in the corner with 
my wine, wondering if the Almighty took a particular 
interest in food of this nature, or if he wore a suit of 
Italian manufacture beneath his robes of traditional 
design. I suspect that there were pinstripes under the 
linen.
I am the Recording Angel, and I am very tired.
What unfolded that night was not a dinner party of 
atrocious timing - but the dismantling of something 
foundational. These fishermen and tax collectors were 
disassembled over unleavened bread and foot odour 
that could have stripped the varnish from any number 
of antique furniture pieces. When the man with the 
water jug arrived (and I had to write a memo to the 
Department of Anachronistic Gender Studies regard-
ing his footwear), he instituted the first separation of 
water and clay into the earthenware vessel that would 
hold the beverage of life and the discussions of hu-
manity's future. I have seen the blueprints of the man, 
but I have also seen clay tablets from Mesopotamia, 
when the Almighty used them in place of written 
words.
“Follow the jug,” Jesus said - though I almost wonder if 
he was referring to the men who followed him rather 
than the man with the water jug - and they did follow, 
into their own restructuring of reality.
The washing of the feet was where the evening took a 
turn towards the comedic - but necessary - grotesque. 
The Son of God was kneeling before Bartholomew’s 
bunions, scrubbing at the years of accumulated grime 
upon his feet. I watched as Judas left the room after he 
saw how much of a soul depreciation there was in the 
man. When he left the upper room into the night (I 
capitalize it because that is what the night was - well-
dressed, wearing a trench coat and smoking unfiltered 
cigarettes), there was a separation of light from dark-
ness - the second day all over again - but smaller in 
scale. A separation like divorce courts and hospices.
Then came the bread.
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There are different filing systems for the same document that humanity 
cannot seem to find in the face of existence.
And then - on the seventh day - the rest. Though it would not come 
until later, when Jesus would sacrifice himself on the cross, the “It is 
finished” of His final act of salvation was man’s sabbatical from exis-
tence. Nevertheless, the Upper Room was closed after Judas left the 
room - sealed into their existence, into a womb, into a conference 
room of finalized mergers yet opened for the new company. They wait-
ed fifty days for the initial public offering of the Holy Spirit. Instead, 
they sat in the room and burped quietly into their existence, as men 
who had imagined the entire evening.
I checked the Almighty's expense report. Did he invent Kraft Dinner? 
The question lingered in the air. I think that He did. I think he wore a 
toga over a three-piece suit - visible and invisible - timeless and con-
temporary. The water jug stood empty in the corner - the purpose of 
which had been served as a signpost to the Upper Room, as are the 
stone tablets of the Old Testament and the clay tablets of the New 
Testament. For all religions, the vessels suggest their own system of 
transcendence.
The disciples fell asleep eventually - heads on the table - into dreams 
of fish and fire. I remained awake to watch the shadows of the room 
stretch out into the small Upper Room until finally, the man with the 
water jug left the room - he would not receive his deposit for the apart-

ment from the man with the ceramic 
water jug. Probably not - divinity is ter-
rible with returning security deposits.
Outside in the night - well-dressed and 
patient - the Almighty waited. Within 
the Upper Room - the new creation of 
humanity - in its womb, yet very much 
alive and humming in existence.
I closed my ledger - the room was 
finished - for now. I wondered what 
the future would bring for the disci-
ples - for the new creation of humanity. 
Would they have coffee? The real stuff 
- brewed in percolators and not the in-
stant kind. It would seem that even God 
has his limits.
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The announcement came with all the solemn gran-
deur of a wartime address. Prime Minister Carney, 
chest puffed proudly beneath a maple leaf the size of 
a studio apartment, announced Canada would stand 
on its own two feet, with no more over-reliance on the 
U.S.A.. No more increases in economic integration 
and no more continental dependency. This was a new 
era, an “Elbows Up, Canada First” doctrine in which 
the nation would reclaim its sovereignty, diversify its 
partnerships, and chart an independent path through 
a dangerous world.

Then, moments later, Ottawa signed a giant cheque to 
buy another 100 American fighter jets. 
Not just any fighter jets, of course, but 
several billions of Canadian tax dollars 
spent on U.S. made F-35 stealth aircraft 
so technologically sophisticated that it 
reportedly requires a software update 
every time a pilot sneezes. A marvel of 
engineering, diplomacy, and recurring invoices, the 
F-35 is less a plane than a lifelong subscription service 
with wings. The symbolism was exquisite.

Canada had apparently decided that the best way to 
reduce dependence on the United States was to pur-
chase dozens and dozens of flying supercomputers 
whose maintenance, software, parts, logistics, training, 
upgrades, and operational doctrine would bind Cana-
da to the American defence system until approximate-
ly the heat death of the universe. This is independence 
in the modern age, proudly decoupling from your 
neighbour while buying the military equivalent of an 
iPhone that only the neighbour can unlock.

Government ministers explained that this was entirely 
consistent with the new nationalist posture. Canada, 
they insisted, was not becoming more dependent on 
America, it was becoming “strategically interoperable.” 
This sounded reassuring until someone pointed out 
that “strategically interoperable” is what people say 
when they can no longer legally use the phrase “joined 
at the hip.” Still, the messaging remained confident.

Canada would build resilient domestic industries and 
protect Canadian workers, prioritizing Canadian au-
tonomy. The jets, meanwhile, would arrive from Texas 
while officials clarified that there was no contradiction 
whatsoever. The “Canada First” policy did not mean 
Canada would stop buying American products, it mere-
ly meant Canada would buy American products more 
patriotically.

Besides, supporters argued, the F-35 wasn’t just an air-
craft purchase. It was an investment in sovereignty. True 
sovereignty, apparently, means ensuring your air force 
cannot function without access to a Pentagon-approved 
supply chain, proprietary American software, and a 
contractor support system sprawling across seventeen 
U.S. congressional districts. One advisor reportedly de-
scribed the arrangement as “independent dependence.”

Critics complained that the optics were 
awkward. On Monday, the government 
denounced excessive integration with the 
United States, and by Wednesday, it had 
committed billions to a weapons plat-
form specifically designed for deeply in-
tegrated NATO and NORAD operations 

under overwhelming American command architecture. 
But Ottawa remains undeterred.

In fact, officials leaned harder into the nationalist brand-
ing. There was talk of painting giant maple leaves on 
the fuselages. One minister suggested the aircraft could 
be renamed the “CF-Eh-35” to better reflect Canadian 
values. Another floated the idea of replacing the cockpit 
warning alarms with polite bilingual apologies. Military 
planners were practical about the whole thing. Canada, 
they insisted, shares a continent, airspace, supply chains, 
intelligence systems, and defense obligations with the 
United States, claiming integration is unavoidable.

Which raises the uncomfortable question, if integration 
is unavoidable in defence, perhaps it is also unavoid-
able in economics, energy, manufacturing, technology, 
culture, and trade. Fortunately, nobody wants to discuss 
that. The important thing is preserving the emotional 
experience of independence. And in fairness, Canada 
has always excelled at this particular balancing act by 
loudly differentiating itself from the U.S., while quietly 
plugging into every available 

Elbows Up as Performance Art
By Cylon2036 we/us
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continued on P.13...
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First and foremost the west needs to stop 
murdering people. Ending western war-
mongering should take priority over every 
other societal concern, in the same way 
your husband being a serial killer would 
be a more urgent concern than his refusal 
to wash dishes.
It’s a sign of a deep sickness how much 
more political attention is given to domes-
tic policy in our society than the fact that 
our governments are butchering human 
beings on other continents. This is not to 
say that those domestic policy issues are 
not important; it is only to say that they 
aren’t as horrifyingly urgent as the way 
imperial core nations are actively partici-
pating in actual mass murder.
Healthcare? Very important. Immigrants’ 
rights? Very important. Social justice and 
equality? Very important. But imagine if 
you lived in a place where western-made 
bombs were tearing your family and 
neighbors to shreds and then catching 
sight of a western social media post about 
the supreme importance of LGBTQ issues 
or ending discrimination against neuro-

divergent people. Just pause and put yourself in those shoes for a 
minute.
Again and again and again thrice over, I am not saying that those 
issues do not matter. I’m just saying that ending the mass murder 
should feel like a more urgent concern. I don’t think this should be 
controversial.

In no other area of our society do we have trouble making this 
distinction. If a mass shooting kills twenty people in your country, 
that’s going to receive more attention than all the other injustices 
and abuses that happened in your nation on that day. The murder 
of a seventy year-old woman is going to be far more traumatic and 
significant for her community than if the same seventy year-old 
woman died of lung cancer. You would not continue your discus-
sion about intersectional feminism at the restaurant if you saw 
someone being strangled to death at the table across the room.
When it happens near us, to people who look like us and live like 
us and speak the same language as us, we have no problem under-
standing that murder is an urgent problem and preventing it is a 
foremost concern for our society. But when our own governments 
are involved in the murder of people with darker skin, speaking dif-
ferent languages, practicing different religions and living in differ-
ent cultures, we’re able to compartmentalize away from the urgency 
of the situation.
This says terrible things about us as a civilization. We’re no different 
than the wife of a serial killer who ignores the bodies being buried 
in the backyard because she’s more worried about what his online 
gambling addiction is costing the family. We’re disconnecting our-
selves from something precious and important within us in order 
to psychologically dissociate from the crimes of the empire in the 
way that we do.
This hurts our fellow human beings, but it hurts us too. We’re doing 
something ugly to our insides when we twist ourselves into knots 
to avoid facing the cold hard reality of western military slaughter. 
It warps us as people. It profoundly impacts the way we experience 
life. It scratches the lenses of our perceptual filters. How could it 
not?
All these wars and genocidal atrocities are an invitation to reclaim 
a sacred part of ourselves by treating them with the urgency they 
deserve. There’s no way to live an authentic life and move into a 
truth-based relationship with reality without doing so.

Ending Western 
Warmongering Should Be 
Our Number One Priority

by Caitlin Johnstone
May 8th, 2026
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American system. It is the national equivalent of 
insisting you are absolutely not copying your neigh-
bour’s homework while submitting an assignment 
written in the neighbour’s handwriting. The F-35 pur-
chase simply elevated the tradition to performance art.

The result was a masterpiece of modern middle-power 
strategy with anti-integration speeches delivered be-
neath the roar of imported stealth fighters whose oper-
ating manuals are stored on a server in Virginia. Elbows 
up, indeed, though preferably not high enough to inter-
fere with the data link to Washington.
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Never trust an 
atom. They make 
up everything. 

Thank you, 
Anonymous

•DOWN •

1. Bath, for one
2. Stead
3. At the peak of
4. Feeling of hunger
5. Discuss once more
6. Carve a canyon
7. As it occurs
8. Arctic surface
9. Colorful cat
10. Great Lakes fish
11. Card of a sort
12. Fifty oared ship
13. Art movement 
prefix
21. Ill mannered
23. Stare stupidly
26. Airport need
27. Habituate
28. Startled cry
29. Drifting
30. Pert
31. Easy run

• ACROSS •

1. Blow to a wrist
5. Holy grail, e.g.
10. Bandleader Kenton
14. Kind of bread
15. Feminist Jong
16. Colts' mom
17. Galactic time 
period
18. Home of the slave
19. As a result
20. Bump into first 
class
22. Cold home
24. "It's no !"
25. Alley prowler
26. Saudi Capital
30. Fill the hold
32. Amusing person
35. Biscotti flavor
36. Blade
37. Hindu force
39. John Wayne's 
sobriquet
40. A pair

41. Green holes
42. Geometric 
measures
44. 10th mo.
45. Article of faith
46. Part of RSVP
47. Inducing 
gooseflesh
49. Sooth a sore 
throat
50. Asphalt
51. Crafty chap
52. Makes 
highpitched noises
54. Kind of chicken
58. Days of old
59. Braves legend
61. Auspice
63. Awaiting reply
64. String
65. Assistant
66. Lesser tide
67. Poland's 
currency
68. An iron cleaver

32. Removed water
33. Drive forward
34. Critical asset
36. Bouquet
38. Maple genus
43. Authenticate
45. Approach the 
terminal
48. Bad imitation
49. Black footed 
albatross
50. Annoying one
51. Combat zone
52. Made cloth
53. 2-D measure
54. Verve, Italian 
style
55. Engage in idling
56. Abu Dhabi 
leader
57. Perform again
58. Over there
60. Boring tool
62. Contemporary

• Last Issues's ANSWERS •• Last Issues's ANSWERS •

• TEST YOUR MATH SKILLS •• TEST YOUR MATH SKILLS •

• Last Issue’s Answers •• Last Issue’s Answers •

• GRAPEVINE CROSSWORD •• GRAPEVINE CROSSWORD •

GRUMPISM

“
“



• SERVICES •

That time of the year, I am available to mow lawns 
for the 2026 season. Give me a call at 250-650-
2390 and ask for Brian. 

Exterior cleaning service. Offering cleaning 
solutions for your windows, gutters, roofs, 
decks, driveways, chimneys, siding, awnings, etc. 
Reasonable rates with professional results. 
Call or text Bjorn for free estimate.  250 465 8645 

CARPENTRY: Alain $50/hr 
250-792-0605

GUTTERS seamless, supply and install also repairs, 
for free estimate contact Kevin at 
250 335 1986 or cell at 
250 667 3233. Serving All Areas.

 • FOR SALE • 

Denman Island local cedar kindling sales. Wild-
crafted. Artisanal! Damn Cheap! Your fire will 
thank you! By burning!!
DISCLAIMER: “Denman Island natural cedar 
kindling” is not intended to diagnose or treat any 
medical condition. For external use only. 
250-897-8184  

APPLIANCES FOR SALE. Ranges,washers, dryers, 
fridges, dishwashers, gas/electric range.
All fully restored and come with
a full six month warranty. Call
Rick Graham 335-0954. 

WAGNER FIREWOOD. 2 cords to Denman, $720 
plus GST. Hornby, $760 plus GST.  Text or call Scott 
at: 250-334-7323 

• COMMUNITY NOTICES •

ATTENTION BOATERS & PADDLERS
Restricted Operator’s Certificate - Maritime 
(ROC-M) Course
June 27 & 28, 9am-12pm on Hornby
Visit www.hornbykayaking.com for more info and 
to register. Registration closes May 20th. 

NEED HELP? 
Alcoholics Anonymous 
250-338-8042 

COMOX VALLEY TRANSITION 
SOCIETY EMERGENCY CRISIS LINE:
 250-338-1227 or Text: 250-218-4034 For more 
info visit 
https://cvts.ca 
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• CLASSIFIED ADS •• CLASSIFIED ADS • ISLANDS GRAPEVINE 
EDITORIAL POLICIES

Opinions expressed in the Grapevine do not 
necessarily reflect that of the Publisher.

Inciting violence, hate speech and pejorative language will 
not be tolerated.

The following is our policy on content:

• Profiles of individuals, history, reviews and op-ed are pub-
lished free of charge
• Promotional content for products, services, programs, and 
events will be published at going advertising rates. 
• Public service announcements, notices of meetings, and 
news releases will be published for a fee. Exceptions
	 will be made for emergencies where the public is im-
mediately endangered.
• With regret, no exceptions can be made for non-profit sta-
tus.
• Letters to the Editor are published free of charge.

The Grapevine is happy to provide an open, public forum for 
all islanders to speak and be heard. We are stead- fast in our 
commitment to uphold freedom of expression.

As the record of our times, every issue of the Grapevine is a 
compilation of that week’s submissions. We do not editorial-
ize content, nor do we censor. We ask that writers moderate 
their own content. The Grapevine reserves the right to edit for 
brevity.

We are open to contributions from all Denman & Hornby Is-
landers. If you’ve something to say, send it our way! No copy 
and paste submissions. In your own words, please!
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• Peter T. Mason • Land Surveying •757•8788 (All)
• Able & Ready Septic Pumping Service • 250•338•8822 (D/H)
• Bottled Water Delivery • DenmanWater.ca • 250•228•7161 (D)
• True View Tree Care • Wild Bill - Senior's Discount • 250 • 898 • 7246
• Beech & Cedar Homes • lawn, landscaping, gutter cleaning & property
                                                                                        maintenance (D&H) •250•410•5154
• Chocolate Chicken Farm Tractor Services - Ditch/Brush/Field Mowing,    
              tilling field prep . road grooming , loader work. Insured .2507025933

•  ( H )  H o r n b y  •  ( D )  D e n m a n  •  ( U B )  U n i o n  B a y  ••  ( H )  H o r n b y  •  ( D )  D e n m a n  •  ( U B )  U n i o n  B a y  •
•  ( F B )  F a n n y  B a y  •  ( C )  C o u r t e n a y/ C o m ox  ••  ( F B )  F a n n y  B a y  •  ( C )  C o u r t e n a y/ C o m ox  •

• REAL ESTATE • INSURANCE • FINANCIAL SERVICES •

• Jordan McDonald • Re/Max Ocean Pacific Realty • 604•616•1137 (D/H)

• BUILDING • CONSTRUCTION •

• Excavator/Backhoe/Tandem Gravel Truck & Transfer Trailer
         Kenny Mather •  250•703•6512 (All) • John Isbister • 250•335•2565 (D)
• Tandem Gravel Truck & Transfer Trailer • Lora Mercieca 
					       • 250•650•9986 (D/H)
• Wicked Shovel Excavating & Landscaping • Doug Schmidt • 		
					               • 250•222•8076 (ALL)
• Ray Ulovec Excavator/Backhoe, ROWP Septic Installer, Land clearing,                 
                                                                                   ponds, site prep.  250•335-3145 (D/H)
• DB Excavations • 250•465•1889 • dbexcavations@gmail.com (D)
• Beech & Cedar Homes - construction, renovation & carpentry (D&H) 
                                                                                                                                      • 250•410•5154
• Black Wulf Timber L.T.D - New Construction,Renos, Excavation, Custom       
                               carpentry/Finishing.  Fully licenced/insured 250 • 327 • 4953

• HEALTH & WELLNESS •

• BUSINESS DIRECTORY •• BUSINESS DIRECTORY •

• SERVICES •

• Spectra Health • Physiotherapy & Therapy • Acupuncture & Traditional        
  Chinese Medicine, Osteopathy. (D/H) www.spectrahealth.net 
                                                                                                                               or • 250•335•2260 
• Massage Clinic • 2796 Northwest Rd. • Leyah Kelly • 335•2584 (D)
• Acupuncture • Jenny McCartney, R.Ac • 250•508•8160
			                       • www.heartwoodacupuncture.ca (D)

THURSDAY 14

• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
• RECYCLING CENTRE 1-5pm
• BOTTLE DEPOT 2-5pm
• FREE STORE 3-5pm
• FOOD BANK Hub Comm. Hall 3:30-6:30pm

FORTNIGHT EVENTSFORTNIGHT EVENTS

FRIDAY 15

SATURDAY 16

MONDAY 18

TUESDAY 19

WEDNESDAY 20

THURSDAY 21

• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
• AA Meeting DIUC Gathering Place 7pm

FRIDAY 22

SATURDAY 23

MONDAY 25

TUESDAY 26

WEDNESDAY 27

THURSDAY 28

SUNDAY 24

• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
• RECYCLING CENTRE 9:30am-5pm
• BOTTLE DEPOT 9:30am-5pm
• FREE STORE 9-12:30pm 
• Denman Dance Temple 11-7pm Covered 
                                                           Rec Space
• Deadline for D.I. Community Recreation Grant
                                                 Applications see p...                                                                

• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
• RECYCLING CENTRE 1-5pm
• BOTTLE DEPOT 2-5pm
• Choose to Move 11:30-12:30 Gathering Place
• DAAC Open Mic 7:30pm Back Hall
• DIGS Meeting 1-3pm The Gathering Place

• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
• AA Meeting DIUC Gathering Place   7pm
• Volleyball 6:30-8pm School Gym          
• Songwriter's Workshop 7pm Hornby Arts Centre
• Comedy Workshop 6:30-8pm 
                                            www.thesnag.org/dcentre

• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
• Employment Services 9am-3pm DAC

• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
• RECYCLING CENTRE 1-5pm
• BOTTLE DEPOT 2-5pm
• FREE STORE 3-5pm
• FOOD BANK Hub Comm. Hall 3:30-6:30pm
• Community Choir 2:30pm Back Hall   

• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
• AA Meeting DIUC Gathering Place 7pm
• Volleyball 6:30-8pm School Gym
• Songwriter's Workshop 7pm Hornby Arts Centre
• Comedy Workshop 6:30-8pm 
                                            www.thesnag.org/dcentre   

• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
• RECYCLING CENTRE 1-5pm
• BOTTLE DEPOT 2-5pm
• Choose to Move 11:30-12:30 Gathering Place

• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
• RECYCLING CENTRE 1-5pm
• BOTTLE DEPOT 2-5pm
• FREE STORE 3-5pm
• FOOD BANK Hub Comm. Hall 3:30-6:30pm
• Community Choir 2:30pm Back Hall

• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
• AA Meeting DIUC Gathering Place 7pm

SUNDAY 17

• The Voice of Hind Rajab, 2pm Community Hall
                                                           see p....

• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
• Employment Services 9am-3pm DAC
• Hornby First Edition Deadline 11:59:59pm

• Denman Island Pottery Tour 10am-5pm

• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
• RECYCLING CENTRE 9:30am-5pm
• BOTTLE DEPOT 9:30am-5pm
• FREE STORE 9-12:30pm
• DICES Spring Plant Sale9:30am-1pm  
                              D.I. Community School see p,,,,
• Denman Island Pottery Tour 10am-5pm
• Invasive Species w, Hunter Jarrett 2pm
                                       H.I. New Horizons see p....
• Persimmon Blackbridge Opening Event 2pm 
                                   Hornby Arts Centre see p....


