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Join our mailing list at

corlan@telus.net
to get a nofice for when we
have a lunch planned.
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great food as the
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“D.lI. General Store

General Store Hours:
Monday to Thursday: 8 - 6:30
Friday: 8-7
Saturday: 9 -7
Sunday and Holidays: 12 - 4
Post Office Hours:
Monday to Friday:
9-12&1-4:30
Saturday: 12 -3
Sundays and Holidays: Closed

N
Oren 12pm fo 8pm Thursday - Sunday
(Pizza after 3pm Friday-Sunday)

Beef & veggie burgers (gluten-free buns available), fries &
poutine (gluten-free vegan gravy available), Korean-stvle fried
chicken, pizza, panozzos, and rice bowls. Try our signature Caesar!
Licensed - Dine-in & Takeout
3646 Denman Rd (the old bakery) - TakeoutNearYou.com
(250)335-1099
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Earth Week Denman Island Community Beach Cleanup

LAST CHANCE!

Thursday and Friday (April 23 and 24™)

Final days to drop off any beach debris:

Drop off area is located at the Old School - just look for the pile of trays and
rope we have already started!

If you need help to get debris to the Old School, call/text Lisa

Saturday (April 25™) 9:30-12:30

Join us for The Big Sort:

Volunteers gather to work and celebrate. Beach debris is sorted into categories
and packed into tagged super sacks. Super sacks are loaded into containers
that will be transported to Ocean Legacy marine recycling.

Bring gloves! (Some gloves will be available if needed.)

Snacks and refreshments available.

For pick up assistance contact Lisa

Email: downtoearth27@gmail.com or call/text 250.218.0799
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As You Wish - May 7, 8

§ at the Community Hall
:

By Daniel Farrow

D enman Island School presents the greatest love story ever
imagined. Fencing, fighting, torture, revenge, giants, monsters,
chases, escapes, true love, miracles... this magical story has it all!
The students of Division 3 return to the stage to dazzle and delight.
Mae Erickson stars as the heroic farmboy turned pirate, Tashi
Crowe as the Princess-to-never-be, and Franklin Lundberg as the
evil Prince. Joining them is a cast of characters you will never
forget. So come watch these students give it their all, Thursday and
Friday, May 7 and 8 at 6pm. You're to sure to enjoy it and I mean
it! (Anybody want a peanut?) Admission by donation, everyone

welcome! é

| : 3
I\’iﬂﬁf 7 and 8 -

Community Hall

Denman Island Community School

> ADMISSION By DONATION & Y
b .
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3 Arts Denman AGM:
S The Fine Art of Showing Up ARTS DENMAN
5 By Brad Hornick CHOCOLATE EXTRAVAGANZA
Clear your calendar for May 4 and make your way to AG M
the Arts Denman AGM, because where else on Denman Is- Mﬂﬂﬂﬂy‘
land can you witness the thrilling inner workings of one of the May 4
community’s most creative forces? 7:00PM

Arts Denman is, of course, much more than one more organ-
isation pleading for active members. It is a mighty cultural
engine, a keeper of beauty, a champion of creativity, and quite

at the Arts Centre
Please come to support

possibly the reason civilisation continues to function east of the arts and the Board

the ferry terminal. If you care about art, community, creativity,

or simply like being where interesting people gather, this is the and stay for the chocolale

place to be.

Come hear what Arts Denman has been up to, what’s coming So join us on May 4, 7pm at the Arts Cen-
next, and why supporting the arts on Denman is everyone’s tre for the Arts Denman AGM. Be informed,

business, whether you paint, sculpt, perform, weave, write, 0r . ontertained. be part of the action. On Den-

just enjoy living in a place where creativity still has a pulse. man, there are a few places to be. This is one of
Also... and this should not be underestimated... there willbe . f

chocolate.

SWEET NEWS ~ wrapping up Earth Week with an exciting community update
@é} denman island chocolate

Yo, it's trua! Ater 27 years, Daniel Terry has relingueshed the title of Chocelate Mam and sold Densan (skand Chocolzte, He ks thrilled and he and bis wite Anika are very
much enjoying retirement. Wien zsked if they have 2 sew business endeavour in mind, their answer was 2 succinct “No.” Daniel and Anika are also thrilled ta announce
that DIC &5 staying put and it the new owner is Jessica Johnston - 2 filth-geseration Denman Islander whose journey has come full circle and wiase love of premium,
hand-crafted dark chocolate has mever bees Stronges.

“Jessica Johreston i in all respects a stellar human being and has the skills, instive and imagination needad 10 take the company 10 new levels of
suce=ss. Nothing will change with your favounte chocalate, excepl that it will no doubt get better in every way. Congratulations Jessica!” - Daniel Terry

Bomn and raised on Denman, lessica had 3 20-year career in the digital arts and video game industry i Vancouver, Tononto, and Vicbosia belore stepping away in searchofa
more meaningful, values-driven e Orawn back home duing the pandemic, she reconnected with the land, worked im small-scale organic farm production, and wRimatety
found her way to Denman ksland Chocolate. Driven by a lifelong passion for ceganic, vegan, and etfical foed, she spent the kst five years working alongside Daniel i

master every step of the chocalate-makding process. With the full suppert of Dankel and Anika, kessica has taken swnership theough 2 thoughtbul, mult-year iransition -
ensuring the amazing-tasting checolaie, the values, and the community conmes toa nemain exactly as they should be.

“This isn't just a business ta me; it's a stewardship. They entrusted me with something they built with their hearts, which represents the
Incredioie spant and values of Denman Isiand, and | do nok take that lightly - lessaca Jonnston

Jessica extends & heartfelt thank you, first and foremast, te the Terry Ramily Sar their tnest and geadince, and to the incredible keam &
Nenman ksland Chocolate past and present, She also wishes bo thaak the communify of Denman ksland ~ thase wanderfully destisct,
independent people who sake this place so special and wha inspire us all to e itz en our gwn berms, And to her own family and tresds,

whise sawavering support made this jommey possiblie, her deepess thanks of all, ) !
www.denmanislandchocolate.com
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: Laughter is Medicine

: comedy workshop and show is back! TIDE TABLE

= By Joan Donaghey | SRR
&

2026-04-23 (Thu)
Time PST (m) . (ft)

Have you ever imagined yourself doing standup comedy? 8;15); ggé; Bg
Are you interested in learning more about comedy and humorous storytelling as a way of 1628 0901 3.0
exploring settler-Indigenous relationships? 2026-04-24 (Fri)
Are you scared but secretly thrilled at the prospect of being on stage telling jokes to a Time PST (m)  (fY)
ey Y prosp 8 8 8] 00:16 4779 157
friendly Denman crowd? 06:35 3290 10.8
; ! 10:22  3.622 119
Join us! 1730 1235 4.1
T 2026-04-25 (Sat)
his summer, Denman will welcome back Cherokee Time PST (m)  (ft)
scholar and comedian Jeff Ganohalidoh Corntassel for a 8%5 g:gﬁ 5565

comedy workshop in May and show at the Community Hall | 12:03 3461 114

18:36  1.571 5.2
on Saturday, June 6th. 2026-04-26 (Sun)

Jeff will lead a group of us in a 4—part workshop to explore Time PST (m)  (ft)
how Indigenous and non-indigenous folks express humour, 83322 g-ggg é53-4
to learn comedic storytelling and craft a 3-minute stand- 13:41 3474 114
up routine with the help of fellow workshop attendees and 19:41 1.888 6.2

. . . 2026-04-27 (Mon)
mentors. Everyone is welcome to sign up, especially youth Time PST (m)  (ft)
and elders! 02:38  4.628 15.2

. . . . . 09:30 2124 7.0
The newly minted comedians will then join a group of guest | [2'57 3631 119

performers on stage at the Front Hall in a community come- | 20:43  2.190 7.2

dy showcase on Saturday, June 6th. %‘i’ii-%-%? n(1 fue) W

The online workshop series will take place on Mondays from | 03:11 4561 15.0

Q. : 10:08 1.734 5.7
6-8:30 p.m. May 11, 18, 25 and June 1. There will be a final lels 3851 los

workshop on Friday or Saturday before the show to finalize 21:38 2485 82

our routines. The cost is $150 for adults and $60 for youth, 2026-04-29 (Wed)
. Time PST (m)  (ft)
with no one turned away due to lack of funds. 03:39 4490 147

By day, Jeff Corntassel is a member of the Cherokee Nation 10:42 1393 46

. . . . 17:17 4.072 134
and the Professor of Indigenous Studies at UVic, where his 2908 2773 91

research and teaching focus on “Everyday Acts of Resur- 2026-04-30 (Thu)
gence” and the intersections between Indigenous interna- gi’fsg p SZ; L(ﬁ’s) 1({2
tionalism, community resurgence, climate change, gender, 11:14 1125 37
- and community well-being. 18:07 4260  14.0
- (23:13  3.041 10.0

By night, you can find him doing stand-up at venues around Victoria, including Phillips Comedy Night at the
Mint. He also produces stand-up comedy fundraisers for Indigenous communities on the frontlines, such as
Wet'suwet'en First Nation, Maunakea, Hawaii, Standing Rock and others. Jeft regularly runs Laughter is Medicine
stand-up comedy workshops with Mark Robertson, producer of Ratfish Comedy, for aspiring Indigenous and
BIPOC comedians.

This fun and transformative workshop experience is open to Denman Island residents over 14 who are interested
in developing stand up comedy skills through the lens of resurgence and reconciliation.

This event is being organized by Concerts Denman and supported by the Denman Island Reconciliation Group
and the Denman Centre for Autonomous Living and Learning (D-Centre) @ the Snag (www.thesnag.org/dcentre).
To register for the workshop, contact Joan at jcdonaghey61@gmail.com f
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Shucking Oysters:
Take A Number

By Alex Allen

I n Manitoba and Ontario over 20 hours. Quebec over
18 hours. And in BC 20 hours plus. If you think you
have a medical emergency and that you will be treated
in a timely manner, think again. These are average wait
times at hospital ERs across Canada. Some walk in and
walk out without even being seen. Too many rural ER
departments in BC — Merritt, Fort Nelson, Port Har-
dy, Port McNeill, Mission, Delta, Salt Spring Island,

to name a few— have temporarily closed or drastically
reduced their hours. Is our healthcare system broken or
is it yet another new normal?

“My grandmother arrived to our

high-quality care, Herman said, but they often can't
due to system constraints. Canada had an average 2.5
hospital beds available per 1,000 people in 2023, well
below the 4.2 average beds across other industrialized
countries. By comparison, South Korea and Japan had
12 beds per 1,000 people.

Whether it’s trying to get an X-ray or accessing re-
sources for Crohn’s disease, ERs are now the catch-all
for every access issue in the healthcare system. “Emer-
gency rooms become the conduit through which all
these other issues flow.” None of this is new, Herman
said, but now, the ongoing pressure on the system has
reached a boiling point. Many people are using ERs

as a walk-in clinic, as they don’t have a family doctor.
Why not have walk-in clinics at hospitals?

local hospital when she started
vomiting up what looked like
old coffee grinds, she waited for
nearly four hours before being
triaged, eventually moved into
emergency where they sat her in
an old vending machine alcove
with a shower curtain and only

Providing more primary care
and long-term care services
needs to be part of the solution,
according to Herman, who also
says Canada needs more doctors
and more hospital beds, so staft-
ing, training and infrastructure
need to be priorities.

checked on her when demand-
ed. That is where she spent the last three days of her
life”

“The stories that you're seeing coast-to-coast reflect
that breaking point of the system that I think we’re
unfortunately seeing manifest right now;” Dr. Michael
Herman, an ER physician in Ottawa and vice chair of
the Canadian Association of Emergency Physicians
public affairs committee. “I've been doing this job com-
ing up on 12 years now, and I think morale amongst
the physicians is about as low as I've seen it. It’s a tough
time right now, to be very frank”

The problem is that when patients are admitted to a
hospital through ER they end up staying there because
hospital rooms are being taken up by patients who can’t
leave due to lack of outpatient resources like long-term
care or community support. As a result, Herman said,
ERs are functioning “as the de facto boarding house for
the hospital”

Every emergency department strives to provide

A healthcare ER worker in On-
tario shared: “it’s a complete system breakdown from
not enough family physicians, lack of walk-in clinics,
limited specialists and not enough beds in acute and
chronic care, the emergency departments takes the
burden of everyone’s dissatisfaction. Implore your
government officials to make changes starting with
educating more doctors and creating more beds.”

Enigmatic BC Health Minister Josie Osborne has
agreed that the situation is “unacceptable” and “alarm-
ing” for residents, pointing to the challenges of a
global shortage of healthcare workers. In response, the
province implemented an aggressive recruitment pro-
gram, including fast-tracking US-trained physicians
and nurses.

Island Health launched a website last summer giving
estimated emergency room wait times for some island
hospitals. In January, the government announced a
Northern Health real-time emergency department
wait website. Island Health, as opposed to Northern

Health, doesn’t actually list T T 1D




...continued from P.6

wait times, but takes an average of that particular hour,
that same day, over the past eight weeks. And then it
updates that figure only once per day. The hospitals in
Tofino, Alert Bay, Salt Spring Island, Port Hardy and
Port McNeill simply say “open.”

It turns out Island Health chose a different option from
Northern Health when they procured their healthcare
software. Political correspondent Rob Shaw noted that
BC health authorities purchasing incompatible IT sys-
tems has long been a problem. “All the different presi-
dents and vice-presidents of the health authorities have
justified their executive-level salaries by charging off to
reinvent the technological wheel again and again.”

In a recent statement, Doctors of BC, which represents
over 16,000 physicians, residents, and medical stu-
dents, said they have been calling for the “creation

of an emergency department stabilization plan” for
way too long. “Physician shortages are also impacting
emergency departments, and recent efforts to recruit
US physicians and the new SFU medical school are
certainly helpful, but more needs to be done to recruit
and retain physicians, nurses, and other healthcare
professionals to meet the needs of patients.”

Some physicians are calling on the BC government

to expand contracts with private clinics in delivering
publicly funded services. Australia has contracted with
private clinics since the early 90s with great success.
Additionally, the BC government could reform the
way it pays public hospitals. Most public hospitals are
expected to operate within a yearly budget, regardless
of the level of services they provide. In contrast, more
successful healthcare countries pay hospitals for the
services they provide. In other words, by making the
amount and level of services a source of hospital reve-
nue, “hospitals are incentivized to treat more patients.”
Quebec is already moving in this direction.

In Alberta and Ontario, the governments seem to be
intentionally underfunding their hospitals so that they
can slowly privatize healthcare. What direction BC
takes remains to be seen, but in the meantime, when
it comes to going to an emergency department, plan
ahead, bring a book along, like War and Peace, and re-
mind yourself it could be worse - you could be sitting
in your car waiting for a ferry for 24 hours. f
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2 The Book Report

By A Bae Hel
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Yeah, I am hooked and all into the dungeon post
apocalyptic world. Granted, I love dystopian literature,
so the bar is low for my interest, but here we are.
Carl’s Doomsday Scenario,

The Dungeon Anarchist’s Cookbook,

The Gate of the Feral Gods

The Butcher’s Masquerade

My knowledge of Dungeon’s and Dragons and Magic
is really just adjacent knowledge from living with a
teenage boy many years ago. If it were more a personal
understanding, I would probably enjoy these books
even more, but I am already hooked and enthralled, so
obsession is not really needed.

The genre is a mash up of sci-fi/post-apocalypse/RPG/
Reality TV show. Which sounds like it wouldn’t work.
Except it does. This is where the magic of this writer
makes it come alive. World building is a tough task in
sci-fi, yet every book has a well-developed world and
culture, along with expanding

MATT I]IHI"IIMAI"I

continued on P.9..
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Phoenix Riting!

By Phoenix Bee

Lately, whenever I ride past that horror of a “camp-
ground construction zone,” I think of Earth Day.
Right now, it’s two days away. By the time you read
this, it will have been yesterday. Close enough — it’s
still Earth Week.

It should be Earth Year. Earth Decade. Earth Millen-
nium. When will we put Earth first? And by Earth, I
don’t mean “the planet as a whole” I mean the ground
under our feet, the creatures we share it with, and our
fellow humans. When will we put what is best for life
itself first?

“Life” includes all life: the animals, the plants, the liv-
ing biosphere, the Wood Wide Web, the intelligence
and interconnectedness of the natural world. When
did humanity begin to pry itself apart — to set itself
above other life forms, to view itself as exceptional
and privileged to dominate, use, control, and destroy;,
regardless of the harm done to the natural world?

But wait. Was that really “humanity”? Tribal cultures
have always valued the natural world and viewed
themselves as part of the web of life, responsible to,
not merely users of, those who share their environ-
ment. It is the rich ruling classes, the businessmen,
the profit-makers, the warmongers, the conquerors,
the corporate overlords who have driven this bus
roughshod over the needs and desires of “the people”
of all species since the beginning of ruling classes.

I'm reading a fascinating book called The Dawn of
Everything. It challenges the erroneous framing of
human history that claims domination and control
were the inevitable and necessary result of humans
gathering in large cities. Recent discoveries in mod-
ern archaeology make clear that this is simply not
true.

Ancient humans gathered in large population centres
for millennia in social groupings that were egalitar-
ian, defined by three basic freedoms that were once
common: the freedom to leave one’s surroundings
and move away, the freedom to disobey arbitrary au-
thority, and the freedom to reimagine and reconstruct

one’s society in a different form.

These freedoms kept human society fluid and evolving,
and prevented the kind of global domination that has
become the “norm” today, so thoroughly normalized
that few question its necessity. Why try to escape when
we believe the prison is the world itself? Where can you
go when the walls are made of stone and tower over-
head? We are told that such a large population simply
must impose top-down controls, arbitrary authority,
and punishment for disobedience, and powerful elites
must be the ones to make the decisions. Otherwise,
wed have anarchy, which means chaos and destruction.
Right?

Yeah, right.

The archaeological record proves there are, and have
always been, other ways to live — in harmony with each
other, with and within the natural world, in social forms
that include freedom and flow. Right now, we are locked
into a trajectory leading straight to a hard crash against
the limits of growth. There is no Planet B.

Here we are. If we destroy our nest, that will be the end
of us. Perhaps a few will escape in rockets to Mars, but

the vast bulk of humanity will share the fate of the rest

of the natural world. Is this necessary or right?

Hell no, it isn’t. There are signs of change, subtle hints
that bottom-up growth is solidifying underfoot, as sci-
ence begins to prove what the tribes have always known:
Earth is alive, nature is intelligent, and if we get out of
the way, nature will heal itself with astonishing speed.

Technocrats and transhumanists are simply wrong
about humanity’s right role relative to nature. Earth
does not require human intervention to fix the problems
human intervention has created. It requires that humans
stop intervening so much. Slow down.

The best thing the Covid shutdown did was slow the
pace of industrial ravaging of nature, at least for a while.
The skies cleared, wildlife began to venture back into
the silent cities, and you could feel the Earth relaxing,
taking a collective breath. Ahhh.

We are not bad for the Earth. Earth can handle humans.
Technocrats, the military-industrial complex, corporate
culture, and transhumanism are bad for the Earth. Bil-
lionaires are bad for the Earth.

Western civilization is bad for continued on P.9...




...continued from P.8

the Earth. Something must change, and soon.

Can we turn this thing around? Maybe we don’t have
to. Maybe the groundswell of awareness of the life we
share, its variability, its intelligence and the growth of
new technologies that prioritize harmonizing with na-
ture’s ways, that value ancient forests for more than the
board feet they contain, will continue to grow. Maybe,
when the top-heavy towers of hierarchical domination
fall and the oligarchy’s disconnection from reality be-
comes undeniable, we will simply step aside, let them
fall, and be there to catch one another, building back
something better, different, stronger, and more resil-
ient in how we relate to each other and to Nature.

Maybe. Just maybe. I hope.

Bless this Earth, and the people of all species that share
it. May the animal, vegetable, and mineral intelligences
bring their teachings into our sphere, so our children
can learn to include and cooperate with all beings, to
embrace wholeness and real inclusion.

That'’s what I think. What do you think? Email me at
phoenixonhornby@gmail.com ?

...continued from P.7

character development and secondary players. The NPC
become increasingly important to the story arc and
Carl’s development.

Series often eventually get to rehashing previous books
with slight differences in story line. Carl and Donut
however face new and increasingly insane scripts and
challenges. The reality tv show aspect is getting exposed
more on each level and the universe overlords are be-
coming a bit twitchy. It isn't going as they scripted, or
expected. HEY! Much like real life!

The latest book has such depth of complexity, ethical
challenges and rage that it is built for this timeline. A
book that can make you think, make comparisons and
bring tears to your eyes is a book worth your precious
reading time.

Yeah, these books will keep you up at night reading. Or
listening. The audio version is spectacular - like a full on
performance, not just a reading. If you are wondering
why Carl is fighting demons, orcs, monsters and feral
gods in a pair of boxer shorts, grab these read on.

5+++ stars.
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I wanted to tell him to get out

of my shared field of being.

Gabriel Jeroschewitz, March 28th, 2026,

thoughts I had the other day about my resin statuette friend Mrs.
Death, who fell off the shelf and broke her ass

You don’t hate them. You hate what they reveal
about you. The Interdimensional Lounge is where
all kinds of consciousness gather to share drinks and
stories. At forty-seven, thinking I'd mastered detach-
ment, I watched as the shared field shifted with the
arrival of God. Here, God wears a suit, sports a mus-
tache, and nurses a hangover in my favourite spot in
the universe.

Then they showed up.

First in was Mr. Death.

He was tall, dark, and striking in a three-piece suit
that probably cost more than my childhood therapy
bills. Right away, I felt irritated by him, a reaction
tied to parts of myself I'd hidden away over the years
with therapy and paperwork.

“Another scotch,” I told the bartender—a concept
made manifest in human form.

Mr. Death ordered an existential dread on the rocks,
shaken not stirred, because he had standards. I hated
him. I called it a “personality clash” or “bad energy.”
I ignored the truth echoing in my mind, shouting
about my insecurities.

Then came Mrs. Death.

She entered the lounge, and the temperature of the
establishment dropped to thermodynamic impos-
sibilities. Mrs. Death was gorgeous enough to make
the retinas of the regular patrons burn with admira-
tion of her radiant beauty. Her eyes were a particular
shade of iridescent red that emitted smoke from

her sockets—delicate tendrils of ash, like cremation
rituals, drifting in the air around her and smelling of
expensive perfume and forgotten birthdays.
“Beautiful, isn't it?” she commented to no one in

the restaurant. “How the gorgeousness of my body
warps the time-space continuum?”

I wanted to throw my drink at her. It was recogni-
tion—precise, psychological, surgical—targeting
every bit of vanity that I had ever pretended to have
forgotten about over time.

“Try the canapés,” Mr. Death commented, seeking to

please his wife’s guest with a
continued on P.10...
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...continued from P.9
nod toward the decadent hors doeuvres that cost more
than the drink orders in the lounge. “They’re made of
everything you were taught was unaccept-
able”
I was on the verge of replying with some-
1 %' thing cutting when my goofy dwarf
friend showed up through the wall—
% . not the door—wearing a propeller
- beanie and carrying a rubber
ﬂ’ *" . chicken in one paw.
“Heya!” he shouted into the
shared field of cosmic being.
ah. “Who ordered the pizza of
infinite recursion?”
Short, loud, and joyously goofy in a way that made my
teeth ache, my dwarf friend represented every aspect
of me that I had edited out over time to appear more
mature.
“Not now;, I hissed at him.
“Why so serious?” he asked me, honking the rubber
chicken in his hand.
Above us floated the nude angels—the deities of uni-
versal existence—beautiful, naked, and unashamed
to visit my shared field of being. Their glowing bodies
indicated that they had never once googled the steps
necessary to hide lower belly fat.
I didn’t want to look at them. Irritation quickly devel-
oped into rage toward these beings of existence.
“Do they bother you?” Mr. Death asked me.
They were so well-dressed, I couldn’t find the urge to
tell him “no” I hated him for it. “They’re fine,” I lied.
“They’re you,” Mrs. Death corrected me. “Every bit of
desire you've labelled ‘inappropriate’ Every bit of self-
love you've termed ‘vanity.”
The dwarf friend began juggling voids—empty spac-
es in the lounge filled with nothingness—each void
making a sound like shloop whenever he tossed them
in the air.
“Lighten up!” he shouted at me in my shared being.
“The cosmos is just God experiencing itself—and God
looks ridiculous when it comes to experiencing a fart!”
I wanted to tell him to get out of my shared field of
being. I wanted to get rid of all of them—the handsome
couple who represented my own hidden arrogance—
the angels who showed me my greatness—and the
goofy dwarf who represented my need for unashamed,
ridiculous joy.
The field of cosmic consciousness did not permit me to

l))

do such a thing.

Separation from others in this shared field is an illu-
sion. What irritates us is not the presence of others
within the field of shared being, but that which is
familiar yet disowned by ourselves.

When I looked into Mr. Death’s eyes, I saw my own
unacknowledged desire for power over my mortality.
Looking into Mrs. Death’s eyes revealed my buried
sensuality—too bright for beings like me to look at
directly.

The dwarf friend reflected my potential to embrace
chaos and joy without fear of others' consequences.
The angels reflected the greatness within me—my po-
tential to display my existence without fear or hesita-
tion—all of it living in shadow in my personality.
“You're not random,” I said to all the beings in the
Interdimensional Lounge. “You're surgical”

Mr. Death raised his glass of scotch. “Finally;” he said,
“you’re doing the work.”

Shadow work isn’t about soft healing, Mrs. Death said
when she looked into my upturned face. “It’s about
confronting what you see in yourself that you passion-
ately defend—yet leave un-integrated.”

The dwarf friend stopped juggling the voids and
handed me a rubber chicken. “It’s also hilarious,” he
said. “Existence is inherently goofy. We're all just meat
puppets pretending to understand the principles of the
cosmos and existence in general.”

The angels descended from their floating position in
the lounge—vyet their nudity was no longer irritating.
They were not attempting to tempt me into their
shared existence.

They were instructing me—part of the field of shared
being requires the stripping away of that which one is
not.

I took the rubber chicken. I squeezed it. Honk.

I was not irritated anymore. I had integrated with the
field of shared being—my irrationality included.

“So,” Mr. Death said to me after a brief silence between
patrons. “Now that you've seen what you hate in your-
self, which is actually the part of yourself that you've
hidden from view...what will you do?”

Looking at the lounge sky and seeing the hermetic
principles in effect in this shared field of existence, I
realized that until I integrated the shadow within me—
that part of me that displays arrogance, desire and
irrationality—I would have any semblance of control
over my existence. I was being controlled by myself.
“I'm going to need another continued on P.11...




« THE ISLANDS GRAPEVINE « APRIL 23RD, 2026 « ] ] -

drink,” I said to the bartender. Letters to the Editor
“And this time, 'm not going to need to battle the judg-

ment from others.”

The dwarf cheered. The angels applauded in tones that
resonated through the shared field. Mr. and Mrs. Death D
smiled at me—perfect teeth, understanding eyes—and ear Grapevine,

...continued from P.10

the cosmos experiencing itself in the Interdimensional Alex Allen’s recent article regarding Earth Day was
Lounge for once seemed to look a lot like a bar where excellently written and succinct. It must have taken
everyone knows your name because everyone is you. alot of energy and research to create it. Whata
The next time someone comes along and disturbs you—|  gem!

take a breath. Ask yourself a question: what part of me Thank you,
just got exposed?

That answer—the one found between the handsome Bruce Holden
Death in the corner and the nude angels floating in the f
lounge overhead, vibrating in time with the honk of a
rubber chicken—is where your real power begins.

Most people scroll past the truth.
I chose to face it. t

It was wearing a propeller beanie. f
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By Cylon2036 we/us

Surveillance pricing marks a profound shift in how
corporations operate. No longer is price determined
primarily by supply and demand. Instead, it is increas-
ingly shaped by a dense web of personal data, browsing
history, purchase behaviour, and even inferred psycho-
logical traits. Corporations collaborate with Al systems
and data-rich platforms to calculate what you are likely
willing to pay.

At the center of this transformation are companies like
Amazon, Google, and Meta, whose business models
depend on the extraction and analysis of behavioral
data. These firms have built vast sur-
veillance infrastructures that extend
far beyond their own platforms. This
data is then fed into machine learning
models capable of predicting consum-
er behaviour with startling accuracy.

Surveillance pricing further under-
mines the idea of fairness. Tradition-
ally, the same product has roughly
the same price for everyone at a given
time. Now, people can be shown
radically different prices for the same
item, when one person has been profiled as impulsive,
or less likely to comparison shop or has fewer alterna-

tives, or where urgency can make them more vulnera-
ble.

This is a form of algorithmic discrimination that is im-
possible to detect. Unlike overt price discrimination of
the past, surveillance pricing operates invisibly. A user
won't know they are being charged more, or under-
stand why. The opacity of Al systems compounds the
issue as pricing decisions emerge from complex models
that even their creators may struggle to fully explain.

Surveillance pricing amplifies the fundamental pow-
er imbalance at play. Corporations possess near-total
visibility into the consumer, while the consumer has
almost no insight into the mechanisms determining
price. In such a context, “personalization” is less about

serving the user and entirely about extracting maxi-
mum value from them.

There is also a broader social consequence. Surveil-
lance pricing risks deepening inequality by system-
atically charging higher prices to those deemed less
price-sensitive, but also potentially those with fewer
alternatives, less digital literacy, or more urgent needs.
In sectors like insurance, travel, and even healthcare
related services, this could mean that vulnerability
itself becomes a profit center.

Moreover, the normalization of surveillance pricing
reinforces the expansion of surveillance capitalism as
a whole. The more valuable personal data becomes
for pricing optimization, the stronger the incentive
for companies to collect ever more intrusive forms of
information. This creates a feedback loop where more
data leads to more precise pricing,
which in turn justifies more data
collection.

Regulation has not kept pace with
these developments. Existing
consumer protection laws are ill-
equipped to address dynamic, indi-
vidualized pricing driven by opaque
algorithms. Few jurisdictions have
even begun to consider rules around
algorithmic transparency and data
use, while enforcement remains a
challenge, particularly when the practices are impossi-
ble to observe externally.

Surveillance pricing demonstrates how data mining

is used as a system of extraction. It replaces the idea
of a common price, with one calibrated to each in-
dividual’s perceived limits. In doing so, it obscures
accountability and transforms the simple act of buying
something into a negotiation you didn’t know you
were having, against an opponent who knows almost
everything about you.

Transparency, limits on data collection, and clear rules
around pricing fairness are not just regulatory con-
cerns, they are prerequisites for preserving the notion
that a price is the same for everyone. @




We Should Not Fear The Tyrants;
The Tyrants Should Fear Us
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I f there were a thousand people living on an island, and one of
them began making life miserable for everyone else, there would
soon be 999 people living on the island.

How strange, then, that a few oligarchs and empire managers get
to push around an entire planet full of humans.

I mean, right now we're all sitting around hoping a few sociopaths
in Washington and Tel Aviv don't collapse the global economy
with their reckless warmongering against Iran. There are so many
of us and so few of them, and yet everyone’s sitting around go-
ing “Golly gosh I sure hope I'll be able to afford food in the next
few months, hopefully the orange guy acts sane and normal for a
while so my family gets to eat”

These are not gods sitting on Mount Olympus exerting omnipo-
tent control over our fate from on high. These are ordinary men
with ordinary flesh and bone bodies, walking upon the same
earth we walk on. They have soft skin and internal organs. Their
heads must remain firmly attached to their necks if they’re to
continue to draw breath.

And yet they are permitted to terrorize the people with whom
they share a planet.

I am reminded of a quote from Scientific American about an Inu-
it tribe’s perspective on the problem of psychopathy:

“In a 1976 study anthropologist Jane M. Murphy, then at Har-
vard University, found that an isolated group of Yupik-speaking
Inuits near the Bering Strait had a term (kunlangeta) they used

to describe ‘a man who ... repeatedly lies and cheats and steals
things and ... takes sexual advantage of many women—some-
one who does not pay attention to reprimands and who is always
being brought to the elders for punishment. When Murphy asked
an Inuit what the group would typically do with a kunlangeta,

he replied, ‘Somebody would have pushed him off the ice when
nobody else was looking.”
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In our society, we do not push psychopaths
off the ice when nobody is looking. In our
society, we let them rule the world.

We've set up systems which elevate those
who are willing to do whatever it takes

to get to the top, and which protect them
once they get there. The ones with the most
wealth are the ones who crushed their com-
petitors and exploited the working class the
most ruthlessly. The ones who get elected to
office are the ones who agree to protect the
interests of the rich and powerful no matter
how underhanded they have to be. The
ones who get promoted to leadership in
the military and spy agencies are the ones
who've demonstrated unwavering loyalty to
the bloodthirsty empire they serve.

These systems shield people from the nat-
ural consequences of their actions. If you
have a lot of money your survival doesn’t
depend on getting along with the other
members of your tribe; you can just buy
whatever services you need, and you can
treat the people providing those services
like garbage if you pay them enough. If you
get elected to office your survival doesn’t
depend on advancing the interests of the
electorate; you can be as horrible as you
like and rely on your security services to
protect you.

This is a perversion of the natural order of
things. The rich and the powerful should
not be allowed to do whatever they want to
us and get away with it. They are massively
outnumbered. Everything they have, they
only have because of us.

Their wealth is dependent on workers and
consumers. Their power is dependent on
our collectively agreeing to treat made-up
rules about government and law like real
things. Their lives are dependent on our
collectively agreeing not to turn against
them in massive numbers and tear them to
pieces.

We can have revolutionary change whenev-
er we want to. We already have the num-
bers. All we need is the will. é
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« ACROSS . 34. Eye at the beach « DOWN e 29. Gothic arch

1. Big argument

4. Bath, for one

7. Air-traffic org.
10. Diamond Head
island

12. Platform part
14. Bring home the
bacon

15. Be up and about
16. Ala King

17. Basmati, e.g.

18. Screamed loudly
20. Peter of Paul and

Mary

22. Cranny
companion

23. Barn nester

24. Balmy

27."The Color of
Money" setting

32. Air hero

33. German mining
region

35. Body of
knowledge

37. Motorbike

38. Ebb is one

39. Exuberance
40. Eager, and then
some

41. Dachshund doc
42. Itinerate
performer

44. Salad makeup
47. Bobby of the
NHL

48. Loyal, in Leon
49. Elk

53. Big bash

57. At any time
58. Perfume resin
60. Bad deed

61. Act the model
62. Alms taker

63. Gypsy lady
64. A pair

65. Pork place

66. Arrest

)

)

30. Days of yore

1. Barney of ring fame 31. Gets introduced

2. Egad or dang

3. Fluttering sound
4. Smooth and silky
5. Crony, in the old
west

6. Cuckoo

7. County carnival
8. Bow, in music

9. From the top

11. Liquid excretory
12. Tea variety

13. Explanatory term
14. Drop the ball

19. 1 billion years
21. 100 percent

23. Voiced wonder
24. Boston burb

25. Salmonella cousin
26. Aired again

27. Iris center

28. Deterioration

33. A wandering dog
36. Mil. rank

37. No longer single
43. Candidate for
day care

44. Aladdin's servant
45. Cloth for
cleaning

46. Berry bearing
shrub

48. Tar from the
Thames

49. Shed tears

50. Admit frankly
51. Chilean money
52. Angry state

53. Departed

54. Court pro Lendl
55. Actress Foch

56. Silver tongued
59. Angeles preceder
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GRUMPIS
€C 6:30 is the best

time on a clock...
Hands down. 39

Thank you, Helen
and Ron WILSON
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® SERVICES o

That time of the year, | am available
to mow lawns for the 2026 season.
Give me a call at 250-650-2390 and
ask for Brian.

Exterior cleaning service. Offering
cleaning solutions for your windows,
gutters, roofs, decks, driveways,
chimneys, siding, awnings, etc.
Reasonable rates with professional
results.

Call or text Bjorn for free estimate.
250 465 8645

CARPENTRY: Alain $50/hr
250-792-0605

GUTTERS seamless, supply and install
also repairs, for free estimate contact
Kevin at

250 335 1986 or cell at

250 667 3233. Serving All Areas.

® BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY o

Opportunity: islandhomekeeper.ca is
seeking a partner in an island-based
property security monitoring business
(licensed and insured). Visit the web-
site Contact page to reach out and
start to explore co-ownership options.

- CLASSIFIED ADS -

® FOR SALE »

2- 250 gallon totes for water storage.
$150.00 each.

1 new 45gallon black barrel 60.00.
250-335-4757

Lumber for fine woodworking.
60+bd.ft. 2 inch Yew slabs 8'length.
240+bd.ft. Red cedar 2" Lumber [8-
12ft.]

$650.00 for all. 250-335-4757

Our sweet free male and female AKC
registered Yorkshire Terrier puppies
are ready to be rehomed. They are
playful, affectionate, and will make
wonderful companions, if interested
contact : malyschristine65@gmail.
com

APPLIANCES FOR SALE. Ranges,wash-

ers, dryers, fridges,
dishwashers, gas/electric range.
All fully restored and come with
a full six month warranty. Call
Rick Graham 335-0954.
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WAGNER FIREWOOD. 2 cords to
Denman, $720 plus GST. Hornby, $760
plus GST. Text or call Scott at: 250-
334-7323

Denman Island local cedar kindling
sales. Wildcrafted. Artisanal! Damn
Cheap! Your fire will thank you! By
burning!!

DISCLAIMER: “Denman Island natural
cedar kindling” is not intended to
diagnose or treat any medical condi-
tion. For external use only.
250-897-8184

® COMMUNITY NOTICES e

NEED HELP?
Alcoholics Anonymous
250-338-8042

COMOX VALLEY TRANSITION
SOCIETY EMERGENCY CRISIS LINE:
250-338-1227 or Text: 250-218-4034
For more info visit

https://cvts.ca

r

tions

ISLANDS GRAPEVINE EDITORIAL POLICIES

Opinions expressed in the Grapevine do not
necessarily reflect that of the Publisher.

Inciting violence, hate speech and pejorative language will not be tolerated.

The following is our policy on content:

« Profiles of individuals, history, reviews and op-ed are published free of charge
 Promotional content for products, services, programs, and events will be

published at going advertising rates.
« Public service announcements, notices of meetings, and news releases will be published for a fee. Excep-

will be made for emergencies where the public is immediately endangered.
o With regret, no exceptions can be made for non-profit status.
o Letters to the Editor are published free of charge.

The Grapevine is happy to provide an open, public forum for all islanders to speak and be heard. We are
stead- fast in our commitment to uphold freedom of expression.

As the record of our times, every issue of the Grapevine is a compilation of that week’s submissions.
We do not editorialize content, nor do we censor. We ask that writers moderate their own content. The
Grapevine reserves the right to edit for brevity.

We are open to contributions from all Denman & Hornby Islanders. If you've something to say, send it
\our way! No copy and paste submissions. In your own words, please!

THE
ISLANDS,

J
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« BUSINESS DIRECTORY -

« (H) Hornby - (D) Denman - (UB) Union Bay -
» (FB) Fanny Bay . (C) Courtenay/Comox -

4 [« REAL ESTATE  INSURANCE - FINANCIAL SERVICES - | )
« Jordan McDonald - Re/Max Ocean Pacific Realty - 6046161137 (D/H)

| + BUILDING « CONSTRUCTION « |

- Excavator/Backhoe/Tandem Gravel Truck & Transfer Trailer
Kenny Mather - 250-703-6512 (All) - John Isbister - 250:335-2565 (D)
- Tandem Gravel Truck & Transfer Trailer - Lora Mercieca
+250:650-9986 (D/H)
. Wicked Shovel Excavating & Landscaping - Doug Schmidt «
+250:222:8076 (ALL)
. Ray Ulovec Excavator/Backhoe, ROWP Septic Installer, Land clearing,
ponds, sife prep. 250-335-3145 (D/H)
+ DB Excavations « 250-465-1889 - dbexcavations@gmail.com (D)
- Beech & Cedar Homes - construction, renovation & carpentry (D&H)
+250:410-5154
+ Black Wulf Timber LT.D - New Construction,Renos, Excavation, Custom
carpenftry/Finishing. Fully licenced/insured 250 « 327 « 4953

I « SERVICES - I

+ Peter T. Mason - Land Surveying «757-8788 (All)

- Able & Ready Septic Pumping Service - 250:338-8822 (D/H)

- Bottled Water Delivery - DenmanWater.ca - 250-228+7161 (D)

. True View Tree Care - Wild Bill - Senior's Discount - 250-898- 7246

- Beech & Cedar Homes - [awn, landscaping, gutter cleaning & property

maintenance (D&H) -250-410-5154

L Chocolate Chicken Farm Tractor Setvices - Ditch/Brush/Field Mowing,

tilling field prep . road grooming, loader work. [nsured .2507025933

| - HEALTH & WELLNESS - |

. Spectra Health - Physiotherapy & Therapy « Acupuncture & Traditional
Chinese Medicine, Osteopathy. (D/H) www.spectrahealth.net
or«250:335:2260
+ Massage Clinic - 2796 Northwest Rd. - Levah Kelly « 3352584 (D)
- Acupuncture - Jenny McCartney, R.Ac - 250-508-8160

\_ - Www.hearfwoodacupuncture.ca (D))
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FORTNIGHT EVENTS

THURSDAY 23

FRIDAY 24

SATURDAY 25

SUNDAY 26

MONDAY 27

TUESDAY 28

WEDNESDAY 29

THURSDAY 30

FRIDAY 1

SATURDAY 2
SUNDAY 3
MONDAY 4

TUESDAY 5

WEDNESDAY 6

THURSDAY 7

» ADIMS Annual Denman Island Beach Cleanup
« Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm

« RECYCLING CENTRE 1-5pm

« BOTTLE DEPOT 2-5pm

« FREE STORE 3-5pm

+ FOOD BANK Hub Comm. Hall 3:30-6:30pm

% ADIMS Annual Denman Island Beach Cleanup
« Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
« AA Meeting DIUC Gathering Place 7pm

("« ADIMS Annual Denman Island Beach Cleanup
The Big Sort 9:30am @ The Old School

« Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm

« RECYCLING CENTRE 9:30am-5pm

« BOTTLE DEPOT 9:30am-5pm

« FREE STORE 9-12:30pm

« Local Aquifers-Town Hall 2-4pm Fanny Bay
Community Hall

\: Hillberry Golf Tourney 9-4:20pm Hillberry Farm

« Denman Community Choir's Spring Concert
2:30pm Denman Island Community Hall

("~ Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm

« AA Meeting DIUC Gathering Place 7pm

« Volleyball 6:30-8pm School Gym

« Songwriter's Workshop 7pm Hornby Arts Centre
\_ with slideshow by Phoenix Bee

% Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
¢« Employment Services 9am-3pm DAC

(< Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm N
« RECYCLING CENTRE 1-5pm

« BOTTLE DEPOT 2-5pm

{Choose to Move 11:30-12:30 Gathering Place )

(“Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm

+ RECYCLING CENTRE 1-5pm =&
« BOTTLE DEPOT 2-5pm

« FREE STORE 3-5pm

« FOOD BANK Hub Comm. Hall 3:30-6:30pm
{Community Choir 2:30pm Back Hall

¢ AA Meeting DIUC Gathering Place 7pm

_J
. Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm )
~

« Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
« RECYCLING CENTRE 9:30am-5pm

« BOTTLE DEPOT 9:30am-5pm

« FREE STORE 9-12:30pm

C

« Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm

« AA Meeting DIUC Gathering Place 7pm

« Volleyball 6:30-8pm School Gym

« Songwriter's Workshop 7pm Hornby Arts Centre
¢ Arts Denman AGM 7pm Denman Arts Centre )/

« Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
« Employment Services 9am-3pm DAC

ANANS

(< Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm N
« RECYCLING CENTRE 1-5pm

« BOTTLE DEPOT 2-5pm

{Choose to Move 11:30-12:30 Gathering Place

AN

(= Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm

« RECYCLING CENTRE 1-5pm

« BOTTLE DEPOT 2-5pm

« FREE STORE 3-5pm

« FOOD BANK Hub Comm. Hall 3:30-6:30pm
« Community Choir 2:30pm Back Hall

« D.I Community School's 'As You Wish' 6pm
\_ Denman Community Hall ~/
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Denman West
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FREE PUBLIC BUS SERVICE RUNNING 7 DAYS A WEEK
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923AM | 1052AM | 1222PM | 152PM | 322PM | 452PM | B.39PM
1056 AM | 1226PM | 156PM | 326PM | 4S6PM | 6:43PM
925AM | 11:00AM | 1Z30PM | Z00PM | 330PM | S00PM | 647 PM
Denman West* BA0AM | 11.07AM | 1237FM | 207PM | 337PM | 507PM | 6.54 PM
Community Hall | 9:34aM | 1-11am [ 1241PMm | 2 341PM | S11PM

Wren Rd 8:38 AM 11:15 AM 1245 FM : 3:45 PM 15 PM . 702 PM

*= Ferry Terminals. If the ferry is coming in to dock at scheduled departure time, drivers will wait for
foot passengers o disembark whenever possible.
All times are departure limes, please plan to be al the slop at least a few minules early.
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Catching the #10 bus to Courtenay and back? These are your best

connections to catch with the Denman Island Bus and Ferries.

Ferry - Hornby to

Denman

Denman
Island Bus

Ferry - Denman to

Buckley Bay

#10 bus to
Courlenay

9:00 AM

1st Run

9:40 AM

10:19 AM

11:00 AM

3rd run

1:40 PM

211 PM

4.00 PM

Gth run

2:40 PM

6:27 PM

#10 bus from
Courtenay

Ferry - Buckley

Bay to Denman

Denman
Island Bus

Ferry - Denman to
Hornby

8:07 AM

8:20 AM

1st run

.40 AM

9:37 AM

10:00 AM

3rd run

10:40 AM

1:46 PM

2:00 PM

5th run

3:40 PM

2:39 PM

£:00 PM

7th run

6:35 PM

(f%

\.

=BlUS
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