
D.I. General Store

Open 12pm to 8pm Thursday - Sunday
(Pizza after 3pm Friday-Sunday)

Beef & veggie burgers (gluten-free buns available), fries & 
poutine (gluten-free vegan gravy available), Korean-style fried 

chicken, pizza, panozzos, and rice bowls. Try our signature Caesar!
Licensed · Dine-in & Takeout

3646 Denman Rd (the old bakery) · TakeoutNearYou.com 
(250)335-1099
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Join our mailing list at 
corlan@telus.net 

to get a notice for when we 
have a lunch planned.

We look forward to serving you 
great food as the 

vineyard/winery work permits.
Tasting room is open 11 - 5 

Tuesday - Sunday

General Store Hours:
Monday to Thursday:   8 – 6:30

Friday:   8 – 7
Saturday:  9 – 7

Sunday and Holidays:   12 – 4
Post Office Hours:

Monday to Friday:   
9 – 12 & 1 – 4:30
Saturday:   12 – 3

Sundays and Holidays:  Closed

Installation crews are on 
Denman & Hornby now. 

Once they leave, installs will 
be limited. Sign up in 2026 to 
secure your Fibre connection.

Call us at 1-800-442-8664.Scan to connect your home.
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Comox Valley Regional District amends civil 
claim against Deep Water Recovery

Printed with permission from allthingsunionbay.com
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2026-04-16 (Thu)
Time PST (m)	  (ft)
05:28	 4.487	 14.7
12:09	 1.476	 4.8
18:29	 4.335	 14.2
2026-04-17 (Fri)
Time PST (m)	  (ft)
00:08	 2.413	 7.9
05:52	 4.527	 14.9
12:46	 1.033	 3.4
19:27	 4.528	 14.9
2026-04-18 (Sat)
Time PST (m)	  (ft)
00:53	 2.745	 9.0
06:19	 4.559	 15.0
13:26	 0.669	 2.2
20:24	 4.683	 15.4
2026-04-19 (Sun)
Time PST (m)	  (ft)
01:40	 3.067	 10.1
06:50	 4.557	 15.0
14:07	 0.430	 1.4
21:22	 4.791	 15.7
2026-04-20 (Mon)
Time PST (m)	  (ft)
02:32	 3.336	 10.9
07:25	 4.497	 14.8
14:52	 0.343	 1.1
22:20	 4.846	 15.9
2026-04-21 (Tue)
Time PST (m)	  (ft)
03:31	 3.521	 11.6
08:06	 4.363	 14.3
15:39	 0.411	 1.3
23:18	 4.851	 15.9
2026-04-22 (Wed)
Time PST (m)	  (ft)
04:42	 3.594	 11.8
08:54	 4.153	 13.6
16:31	 0.610	 2.0
2026-04- (Thu)
Time PST (m)	  (ft)
00:18	 4.822	 15.8
06:07	 3.521	 11.6
09:57	 3.887	 12.8
17:28	 0.901	 3.0

In a continued effort to halt a company’s shipbreaking operations in the region, the Comox 
Valley Regional District has amended its civil claim with the Supreme Court of B.C. against 
Deep Water Recovery Ltd. and Union Bay Industries Ltd.
Deep Water Recovery (DWR) has been breaking down or dismantling end-of-life ships in 
Union Bay since 2020. But the company’s lack of compliance to environmental regulations has 
put DWR under a spotlight. 
It’s garnered complaints from concerned citizens and has received over two dozen non-com-
pliance notices from the Ministry of Environment under the Environmental Management 
Act.
The CVRD’s latest amendment filed on March 25, 2026 builds on its initial claim filed in 2022 
stating as the company’s operation at the property are not allowed according to the district’s 
Industrial Marine (IM) Zoning requirements for land use.
The district filed in court after receiving several complaints on the Deep Water Recovery’s 
ship recycling operations at 5084 Island Highway in Union Bay.
On Thursday, Alana Mullaly, CVRD’s general manager of planning and development services 
made the public aware of the amended filing saying “the environmental health of the Baynes 
Sound is important to the district and our community.”
However, few details were provided as it is an active matter before the court.
“Since the case is ongoing, the CVRD is limited in what information can be shared publicly 
and cannot comment on the specific details of the proceedings,” the CVRD said in a release.

In the summer of 2025, the province cancelled the company’s Crown lease saying its opera-
tions were polluting Baynes Sound. It said company lacked the regulatory compliance, oper-
ational responsibility, or environmental stewardship required to justify entrusting the use of 
Crown land to manage and dismantle end-of-life vessels.
Leading up to the cancelled lease, the province says the company failed to comply with the a 
Pollution Abatement Order (PAO) issued by the Ministry of Environment in 2024 and later 
amended in May 2025.
This order comes after a series of onsite environmental inspections by ministry staff initiated 
back in 2022. 
During that time, reports showed a lack of proper drainage and treatment systems resulting in 
various effluent draining directly to the marine environment. 
In August 2022, staff reported “wood debris; steel scrap; unusable rusted material; septic system discharge; recreation-
al vehicle effluent and surface water effluent. It was also confirmed at this time that there were no treatment systems 
connected to the Sumps, which are designed to discharge directly to the marine environment when full.”
There were also later tests that showed exceeding levels of copper, lead, zinc and cadmium under the BC Water Quali-
ty Guidelines Aquatic Life – Marine. 
After issuing the cancelled lease notice, Deep Water Recovery Ltd. was given 60 days to vacate the site and no longer 
access its upland operation. That 60 days expired in September 2025.
The cancelled Crown lease relates to the foreshore or water, not the land. Its land operations are under the jurisdiction 
of the Comox Valley Regional District. 
Deep Water Recovery’s operations have garnered attention from all levels of government as well as environmental 
groups and concerned citizens.
The district says it “will provide factual updates as permitted.”
–With files from Dean Stoltz and Kendal Hanson
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Next week is Earth Day, April 22. This year’s theme 
is “Our Power, Our Planet,” which sounds like some 
corporate tagline and not a call for action. Here we are 
56 years later. Have we changed for the better? I can 
hear the Earth sighing audibly at the folly of us human 
beings. When will we ever get it? The Earth is in crisis 
and yet we continue abusing, pillaging, and taking this 
sacred Planet for granted. Our activities are now so 
pervasive, so profound in their consequences that they 
affect us all both great and small. 

Earth Day is not just about 
climate disasters and pollution, 
it’s about respect for all species. 
Humanity’s biggest error is 
with our interactions with the 
other inhabitant’s – our fellow 
beasts. Why should we pause 
before we mine another eco-
system or build bigger ports 
to move more crap back and 
forth? We should be alarmed, 
first by the fact that we have 
unthinkingly done this to our-
selves, and secondly by “our 
willful blindness to the horrors 
which we are condemning 
future generations to endure.”

Keggie Carew wrote: “These days, the whole of nature 
has become a last-minute add-on in the disembodied, 
faceless, colourless, lifeless catch-all: Biodiversity. It 
sounds like soap powder. Biodiversity. Easy to rinse 
away. Why would we care about it?” In her book, Beast-
ly, Carew soberly writes on the moving and troubled 
connections we have with our Earth mates, the other 
animals.

It took nearly four billion years to build a Rhino, a 
River Dolphin, a Pink-toed Mussel, a Passenger Pigeon, 
and only a few decades to obliterate them. Forever. And 
then we started playing God. We selected useful char-
acteristics: meatiness, hardiness, wooliness, adaptabili-
ty, docility. Forget about speed or agility, we want them 
slower and fatter. If a sheep falls over, we not only hear 

it, we may have to help her get up. 

And then there are those who try to deny reality, the 
crudest form of cognitive dissonance. Cognitive disso-
nance is really just a name for the discomfort we feel 
when we both know something and avoid knowing it. 
Like where meat comes from. A mechanism of death 
so grisly, so gruesome, and so huge that it has already 
changed the face of Earth almost beyond recognition. 
If we can miss several billion deaths without raising an 
eyebrow, what else has been hidden in plain sight?

Chicken processing plants run line speeds from 175 
to 200 bpm (birds per minute) in a single plant. That 

amounts to 12,000 birds 
per hour, or 96,000 birds 
in an eight-hour day. It’s 
absurd that we have been 
raised to believe that we 
are above the “barbarism 
of beasts.” Our clinical 
methods of food produc-
tion are horrifying and 
cruel.

British writer and political 
activist, George Monbiot 
said it best, “What mad-
ness of our times will 
revolt our descendants? 
There are plenty to choose 
from. But one of them, I 
believe, will be the mass 

incarceration of animals, to enable us to eat their flesh 
or eggs or drink their milk. While we call ourselves 
animal lovers, and lavish kindness on our dogs and cats, 
we inflict brutal deprivationson billions of animals that 
are just as capable of suffering. The hypocrisy is so rank 
that future
generations will marvel at how we could have failed to 
see it.”

We are not separate from nature. What we do to the 
world, we do to ourselves. Everything seems to come 
from some kind of derangement in our society. The 
perception of separation from nature and from each 
other, upon which all our systems of money, technol-
ogy, industry and so forth are built. Charles Eisenstein 
wondered presciently, “Could it 

Shucking Oysters:
All Creatures Great and Small

By Alex AllenO
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continued on P.5...



dence, so that we can focus our efforts on the positive 
benefits for our entire community including job creation, 
investment, economic development, housing, tourism 
and new infrastructure.”
The treaty will provide the basis for a revitalized rela-
tionship between K’ómoks and all levels of government 
by fostering shared understanding about K’ómoks’ rights 
and delivering economic predictability in the region. 
CVRD Director Doug Hillian was invited to the Treaty 
table as an observer, representing local government and 
attending meetings throughout the many years of negoti-
ations as a show of support and to witness the process.  
“It has taken the dedication and leadership of the 
K’ómoks Treaty Team, K’ómoks Council, Hereditary 
Chiefs, Elders, past Chief Councillors, provincial and 
federal negotiators, and many others who have contrib-
uted to this enormous effort,” said Hillian. “I have been 
fortunate to witness this historic process as an invited 
guest at the Table, and I am grateful for the experience 
and learnings. I am very moved by what has been ac-
complished and encourage all Comox Valley residents to 
embrace the bright future of prosperity and possibility 
that this process will bring.”
For more information on the K’ómoks Treaty visit: 
https://engage.gov.bc.ca/govtogetherbc/engagement/
komoks-treaty/
The Comox Valley Regional District is a partnership of 
three electoral areas and three municipalities operating 
on the unceded traditional territory of the K’ómoks First 
Nation, the traditional keepers of the land. The members 
of the regional district work collaboratively on providing 
sustainable services for the benefit of the diverse urban 
and rural areas of the Comox Valley.
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be that the sun is recoiling in pain from the  ingratitude 
and violence humanity is perpetuating on Earth? That 
it will ultimately mirror our own derangement?”

Can you imagine if politicians and corporate executives 
acted from compassion rather than calculation? Imag-
ine what the world would be, if we could channel that 
tremendous pent-up life-force toward something worth 
caring about, like Earth? What exactly, do we want to 
sustain? Is the purpose of life merely to survive? Or is 
money the key to fulfillment? Our insatiable appetite 
for consumption should be more alarming than too 
many people on Earth.

How do we run the world on enough instead of more? 
We need to get rid of our cravings, that for some reason 
we’ve couched as virtues: greed disguised as ambition; 
selfishness disguised as freedom; inequality described 
as opportunity. When will we consume enough? When 
will corporate profits and stock prices be enough? When 
will we have all the technology we need? Why is more 
and more always better if it can never be enough? 

As Farley Mowatt wrote: “We’re under some gross mis-
conception that we’re a good species, going somewhere 
important, and that at the last minute we’ll correct our 
errors and God will smile on us. It’s delusion.”

April 14th, 2026

The Comox Valley Regional District (CVRD) is 
voicing its strong support of the Treaty and Consti-
tution that were ratified by K’ómoks members on 
March 8, 2025. Provincial ratification is the next 
important step in the approval process, which pend-
ing federal government passage, will enable the 
implementation of the Treaty and result in greater 
certainty, economic opportunities and prosperity for 
the Nation and the Comox Valley as a whole.
The Vice-Chair of the CVRD and members of the 
board were in the BC Legislature to witness the 
tabling of the legislation that will enable provincial 
ratification of the historic agreement.
“The CVRD recognizes the profound significance of 
this historic achievement and the decades of dedi-
cation, negotiation, trust building and community 
engagement that it has taken to get here,” said Chair 
Will Cole-Hamilton. “As a local government we stand 
with K’ómoks as a partner and ally as we embark 
together with the Nation, as a community, down this 
exciting new path.”
“The Treaty will provide certainty over land owner-
ship and title in the Comox Valley now and in the 
future, allowing our communities to move forward 
without the uncertainty that exists in many parts of 
British Columbia,” explained Cole-Hamilton. “This 
will allow us to live together with clarity and confi-

CVRD News: 
K’omoks Treaty will benefit 

the entire Comox Valley
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It’s springtime, and the Denman Island Com-
munity Choir is back! We’ve been happily 
gathering since February, preparing to share our 
voices with you at our annual spring concert on 
Sunday, April 26 at 2:30 pm at the Community 
Hall.
Under the direction of Bethany Ireland, the 
choir will perform songs by Van Morrison, The 
Beatles, Bruce Cockburn, Harry Belafonte, and 
Joni Mitchell, along with a few feel-good sur-
prises. The concert will also feature special per-
formances by choir members  Brian Miles and 
deNeen Baldwin, the FourTune Cookies (a local 
a cappella octet), and several talented young 
Denmanites. Gabi Karsten will sing and play 
guitar, while Tim Hayward and Quinn Ireland 
will accompany the choir on guitar and bongos 
for a couple of numbers. With family members 
joining together on stage, including Tim’s grand-
father David and Quinn’s parents Bethany and 
Steve, the show is sure to be a heartfelt celebra-
tion of community and a shared love of music 
across generations.
We hope you’ll join us for this uplifting af-
ternoon of song. Entry is by donation, with 
proceeds benefiting WildHaven, a week-long 
music and dance camp hosted at Camp Denman 
(formerly Elkhaven) at the end of August. Now 
in its second year, WildHaven culminates in a 
memorable performance at the hall, showcasing 
the talent of Denman youth and the islanders 
who bring WildHaven to life. The choir is proud 
to support the continuation of this uniquely 
Denman experience.

Denman Community Choir's
Spring Concert

By Rebecca Nykwest
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Fanny Bay Community Centre 
7793 Island Highway South, Vancouver Island

2-4 pm, doors open at 1:30 pm

The Beaufort Watershed Stewards (BWS) is pleased to 
present a town hall to discuss “Local aquifers: What Our 
Data Reveal.” On Vancouver Island, aquifers provide over 
70% of drinking water. As with much of BC, our local aqui-
fers are poorly characterized due to their small size, complex 
geology, and limited funding for study. This leaves many 
communities without essential information about their 
only water source. Our hope is that this town hall will give a 
‘deeper’ understanding of local groundwater basics.
There will be four guest speakers. Mike Wei, a retired 
Physical Hydrologist. With 40 years’ work on groundwa-
ter management in BC, Mike will use a physical model to 
demonstrate aquifer function and explain what variables 
affect water levels within aquifers. 
Mark Lake, retired Geophysicist, is responsible for Beaufort 
Watershed Stewards’ Aquifer Mapping Program. He will 
present a summary of the group’s findings to date. 
Kate MacMillan is a current Honours student at the Univer-
sity of Victoria, School of Earth & Ocean Sciences. In Sep-
tember 2025 she collected data from 40 wells in Fanny Bay, 
all of which are associated with Aquifer 419. Under Mike 
Wei’s supervision, she used these data points to estimate the 
extractable groundwater limits of the aquifer and the risk 
of stream flow depletion from well pumping. She will be 
presenting the results of that project. 
Mike Mesford, who is responsible for our Ground Water 
and Surface Water programs, will discuss the cumulative 
implications of the presentations, and what the next steps 
are for Beaufort Watershed Stewards.
For more information visit us at: www.beaufortwater.org.

Because Water is Critical

Local Aquifers: 
What Our Data Reveal

By Beaufort Watershed  Stewards
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Phoenix Riting!
By Phoenix Bee
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Hey all, it’s spring, my favourite time of year. There 
is simply nothing I don’t love about it! Flowers, scent-
ing the warming air. Cycling, birdsong, green popping 
out everywhere. Happy sigh. I hope you are loving it as 
much as I am.
Last week, I wrote about this show coming up tomor-
row, the “tomorrow” after this edition of the Grapevine 
comes out. I told you about the songs, my history of a 
cappella singing, my relationship with the guitar, and 
all the changes there.
This week, I’d like to share some background on the art 
project I’ll be presenting.
I’ll be projecting a slideshow onto the big screen at the 
Arts Centre. Each image will remain for thirty seconds 
before fading into the next. There are 38 images in 
total, so they should cycle through three or four times, 
though not always in exactly the same order.
This project began in 2009, when I committed to a 
two year daily practice. Every morning, I took a selfie, 
making faces at the camera: a grimace, a smile, a serene 
gaze, whatever my impulse of the moment called for. 
Then, throughout the day, I photographed anything 
that caught my attention, mosses, animals, sky, flowers, 
textiles, everything and anything.
At the end of each day, I layered two or three of those 
images with my face and blended them in Photoshop 
until something resonant emerged. I didn’t view them 
as self portraits. I used my own face because it was the 
only one I had on hand. Convenient. I wanted to create 
something archetypal, for each image to evoke a specif-
ic mood or feeling.
After two years, I had built quite a library. Many of 
the images were forgettable, but a surprising number 
turned out well, and I always intended to do something 
with them. I uploaded some to Facebook and many 
to Flickr, and then forgot them to move on to other 
things.
Two years ago, while searching for images for the inside 
fold of my CD case, I remembered the project. To my 
horror, I discovered the external hard drive I had stored 
them on had died. But there they were on Flickr, so I 
downloaded them all to my iPad. I chose a joyful yel-
low flower face and, with the help of a graphic designer, 
submitted it, only to be told the resolution was not high 
enough.

Stumped, I had an idea. I imported the image into a 
Procreate canvas set to the correct dimensions and 
resolution. I stretched it to fit, then, working on a single 
layer with a small blending brush, I carefully painted 
it. It worked beautifully. That image became the inside 
fold of the CD and was also used for the posters for my 
release party.
I loved the process so much that I began working on 
the others. This time, instead of limiting myself to CD 
sized dimensions, I created the largest canvases my 
iPad Pro could handle. When my older iPad started 
crashing and would not recover, even after a factory 
reset, I bought a new one specifically to continue this 
work. The new device could accommodate canvases up 
to 33 × 46 inches, so that became my standard size. 
I became completely absorbed in the project. Some 
images were incredibly complex, taking months of daily 
work, often for hours at a time. Others came together 
in just a few days. Every piece was painted on a single 
layer in Procreate, using a fine tipped digital blending 
brush. No AI was involved. The process was deeply 
relaxing and pleasurable. I listened to audiobooks and 
painted every day.
I am still working on these pieces. There are dozens 
more I love and hope to include eventually. What I have 
now is just the beginning, though at 38 large images, 
it has already become a substantial body of work. I am 
thrilled to be sharing them for the first time.
With the exception of the two images used for the 
event poster and the CD itself, none of these have been 
shared on social media or anywhere online. This will be 
their first public showing.
If anyone falls in love with any of these images, I can 
certainly have them printed on large canvases. (Just 
thought I’d mention that.) In the meantime, they only 
exist in digital form on my iPad. One day, I may create 
an online gallery where they can be viewed, but for 
now, this is an exclusive opportunity to see what I’ve 
been doing. 
It will be less a performance than an experience. Next 
week, I promise I will come up with something else to 
write about, but right now this is my consuming ob-
session. I hope to see you there, Hornby and Denman 
alike! Friday is, after all, late ferry day. 
Friday the 17th of April, doors at 7pm, show starts at 
7:30.
That’s what I think! What do you think? Feedback and 
comments are welcome. Thanks to those who have com-
mented so far—it makes me want to do this more! 
Email me at phoenixonhornby@gmail.com
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The Right Honourable Mark Carney, P.C., M.P.                                              
Prime Minister of Canada 
Office of the Prime Minister 
80 Wellington Street 
Ottawa, ON K1A 0A2 

The Honourable David Eby 
Premier of British Columbia 
Office of the Premier 
PO BOX 9041 STN Prov. Govt. 
Victoria, BC  V8W 9E1 

Delivered via email 

Subject: Protect Baynes Sound — Concerns Regarding the Proposed Coastal Gateway Port in Union Bay 

Dear Prime Minister Carney and Premier Eby, 

On behalf of the signatories below, we are writing to express our strong concerns regarding the proposed 
Coastal Gateway Port project in Baynes Sound, and to urge your governments to ensure that any review 
processes related to this proposal are rigorous and science-based, respect indigenous rights and are fully 
protective of the ecological and economic values of Baynes Sound. 

Baynes Sound, a federally recognized Ecologically and Biologically Significant Area, is one of British Columbia’s 
most important marine ecosystems. It supports nearly half of the province’s shellfish production, functions as a 
nursery for the last commercially harvested herring stock on the coast and provides a key traditional food-
harvesting area for the K’ómoks First Nation. Any shipbuilding, repair, or dismantling operation must be 
carefully evaluated to ensure it is compatible with these ecological, cultural, and economic values. 

Ship construction, repair, and recycling can only be conducted safely in fully contained industrial facilities with 
impermeable surfaces and appropriate environmental controls. The shallow nature of Baynes Sound means 
that constructing such a facility would likely require dredging or the beaching of vessels — both of which carry 
significant risks, including the potential introduction or mobilization of heavy metals and other contaminants. 

No such containment systems currently exist in Baynes Sound. The proponents of Coastal Gateway Port Ltd. are 
the same individuals associated with Deep Water Recovery (DWR), whose prior ship-breaking activities in Union 
Bay resulted in documented environmental non-compliance. The B.C. Ministry of Environment and Climate 
Change Strategy issued multiple warnings to DWR and ultimately a Pollution Abatement Order in 2024, 
resulting in the cancellation of their lease and water access rights. A change in company name or spokesperson 
does not resolve the underlying concerns regarding suitability of the location or past performance. 

There are, however, promising models for responsible ship recycling in Canada and British Columbia. MP Gord 
Johns, together with MLA Josie Osborne, has championed the development of a clean, regulated ship-recycling 
industry, including a proposed facility in Port Alberni. Such work, undertaken within proper industrial 
containment, under clear environmental standards, and in partnership with Indigenous and local communities, 
represents the type of responsible approach that should be encouraged. 

Accordingly, we urge your governments to: 
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1. Ensure that any shipbuilding, repair, or recycling operations — especially those proposed for 
sensitive marine environments such as Baynes Sound — are subject to rigorous, transparent 
environmental assessment, science-based standards such as the EU Ship Recycling Regulation, 
strong regulatory oversight, and respect Indigenous rights. 

2. Support the development of properly regulated, sustainable ship-recycling facilities in appropriate, 
deep-water industrial locations. 

3. Develop a ship-recycling policy and regulatory framework that aligns with international best 
practices (EU SRR or equivalent) and ensures Indigenous rights are respected. 

Canada’s marine economy should grow in ways that are sustainable, safe, and environmentally responsible. 
Protecting Baynes Sound — one of the most productive shellfish-growing regions in the country — from 
industrial contamination is essential to maintaining existing jobs, supporting coastal food systems, and ensuring 
long-term ecological resilience. At the same time, investing in world-class ship-recycling capacity in appropriate 
locations can generate high-quality employment and align with national economic and environmental goals. 

Thank you for your attention to this important matter. 

Sincerely, 

 

Association of Denman Island 
Marine Stewards 

(adimsinfo@gmail.com) 

 

BC Shellfish Growers Association 
(ed@bcsga.ca) 

 

Concerned Citizens of Baynes 
Sound 

(CCOBS.society@gmail.com) 
 

David Suzuki Foundation 
(flima@davidsuzuki.org) 

 

 

Stand.Earth 
(anna@stand.earth) 

 

West Coast Environmental Law 
(mbissonette@wcel.org) 

 

 

CC: Minister of Fisheries and Oceans Canada, the Honourable Joanne Thompson; Minister of Environment, 
Climate Change and Nature, the Honourable Julie Dabrusin; Minister of Transport, the Honourable Steven 
Mackinnon; BC Minister of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship, the Honourable Randene Neill; BC Minister 
of Environment and Parks, the Honourable Tamara Davidson; Member of Parliament for the riding of 
Courtenay—Alberni, Gord Johns; Member of Legislative Assembly for the Mid-Island Pacific Rim, the 
Honourable Josie Osborne  



wind.
“Well, if this is a metaphor,” I said to no one, “it’s doing 
an excellent job of foreshadowing.”
I checked myself for tools, survival gear, or any sign of 
civilization—a watch, a wallet, maybe a pocketknife. 
Nothing. Only skin, goose bumps, and slight existential 
confusion.
Then I observed something stranger: the air gleamed.
Not the sort of shimmer born of heat or light but one 
made of words.
The words floated between the trees, glowing quietly 
like slow fireflies within a classroom. A few came closer. 
One word, "Ephemeral," popped against my nose like a 
soap bubble. Another, "Melancholy," twirled toward my 
ear, as if wanting to be part of a sentence.
“Oh no,” I said in a whisper. “Not again.”
This happens more than I’d admit. Sometimes, words 
appear: falling from trees, trailing behind bumblebees, 
clinging to squirrels' fur. Other times, they arrive at 

night, filling my dreams 
until my bedsheets turn 
into tangled paragraphs.
It’s both a blessing and 
a mess.
Once, I rose to find the 
word “serendipity” stuck 
to my tea mug for three 
days, refusing to let go 
until I used it correctly.
So this floating forest of 
words was familiar—ex-
cept for the unwanted 
nudity.
I followed a narrow path 
through the trees, my 
bare feet rustling over 
leaves that murmured 
tiny adjectives while 
I stepped on them. 
Crinkly. Itchy. Disconte. 
The more deeply I went, 

the thicker the words grew. Fog made of vocabulary 
crowded me. Some drifted near my face, tickling my 
nose. Others fell upon my shoulders—weighty with 
Importance.
I tried to catch one. It wriggled and fluttered before 
sinking into my open palm. When it touched me, an 
idea bloomed—half story, half nonsense: a romance 
between a fern and a thunder-
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continued on P.11...

I woke in a forest, warm and tranquil among the trees. 
The air resonated with the syrupy peace of late morn-
ing. For a moment, I reasonably believed I had died 
and arrived in a writer’s heaven: part bookstore, part 
mossy library, every page faintly scented with coffee.
Then I noticed I was naked. Entirely naked. Bare, 
unprotected in my pale, middle-aged glory, standing 
among oaks and redwoods like a misplaced yard statue.
“Well,” I uttered, attempting dignity as a beetle inspect-
ed my ankle, “this is new.”
Uncertain whether to be embarrassed without clothing 
or impressed by nature’s dramatic reintroduction, I 
considered whether this was a metaphor. Writers love 
metaphors.
I laid my hand against 
the bark of a nearby 
oak. The roughness 
felt startlingly real. 
Each ridge pressed its 
indentation upon my 
fingertips. The grass 
underneath my feet 
prickled and whispered. 
The sunlight, warm and 
buttery, rested on me—
an unfamiliar, gentle 
approval, as if from 
someone hopeful but 
unsure.
It was all too vivid to be 
a dream.
And yet—how else had 
I arrived here? The last 
detail I remembered 
was falling asleep at 
my desk, half a mug of cold tea nearby, my computer 
screen covered with the remains of a paragraph that 
had fought me to a stalemate. Then this.
A forest. A naked me. And a storm on the horizon.
I could smell the sharp metallic bite of lightning not yet 
born, the light sweetness of rain, and the fragrance of 
earth, trying to remember. But I could see no clouds, 
only blue sky and the restless leaves shifting in the 

I woke up in the forest of words
Gabriel Jeroschewitz, March 24th, 2026, 

from a dream I had the other night. Being stuck
 in a bookstore. and ending up in a forest. Abridged.
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...continued from P.10

cloud.
“Noted,” I said aloud. “I’ll file that under 'possibly ge-
nius, probably unpublishable.’”
I recognized other words—some I’d written, others I 
couldn’t recall inventing. “Wistful,” a favourite, floated 
by a puddle. “Taxidermy,” which I never liked, always 
appeared unexpectedly.
I walked naked through a world full of language.
It should have been terrifying, but it felt like home. The 
storm grew closer—thunder growling loudly through 
the sky. I looked for shelter. An old hollow tree accept-
ed me with patience, as if it had seen many summers. I 
crouched inside, huddling against the moist wood, and 
watched through the gap as lightning turned the forest 
silver.
In the brief illuminations, I saw movement.
At first, I thought it was my imagination, but then a 
form appeared—a slender and glittering creature with 
the body of a dragonfly and the head of a librarian. It 
drifted above the ground, holding a pen made of light-
ning.
“Oh, you again,” I sighed.
The creature chirped in a high, papery voice. “You 
dropped your plot.”
“I do that often,” I said. “Where was it this time?”
“It rolled under a metaphor about three miles back.”
“Typical.”
The creature tutted, fluttering its wings impatiently. 
“You can’t finish the story without your plot.”
“Tell that to the modernists,” I spoke softly.
A second figure manifested—a short, plump being of 
punctuation: commas serving as arms, question marks 
for legs, a semicolon for a nose. It shuffled up, eyed my 
nakedness, and handed me a cloak formed from old 
drafts.
“Wear this,” it grumbled. “You’re making the adjectives 
nervous.”
I wrapped the cloak around me, grateful, though it had 
the scent of failed metaphors and unedited dialogue.
The storm burst overhead, drumming on the leaves. 
Raindrops began to pour—only they weren’t rain-
drops. They were letters, thousands of them, cascading 
down in a typographic deluge. Within minutes, the 
forest floor was coated in words. Puddles of sentences 
formed, rippling when touched.
“Marvellous,” I said. “A downpour of vocabulary.”
“Don’t let the verbs get in your eyes,” warned the punc-
tuation creature.

Thought, and language— wind, clouds, and rain trans-
forming the world—so after the rain, it felt as if words 
clung to every surface in the woods, from the branches 
and moss to my own skin. I pulled one off my arm: 
“Remember.” Another word held onto my foot: “home.”
Sadness overcame me. I briefly missed my disorganized 
desk, unfinished manuscripts, and the comfort of a ket-
tle boiling while struggling with meaning.
“Is this a dream?” I asked the dragonfly librarian.
“Of course,” it said. “But that doesn’t make it untrue.”
“Words always say that,” I said under my breath.
“You could wake now, if you wished,” it continued. “Or 
you could stay, and help rebuild the dictionary. It was 
washed away last week by a flood of clichés.”
I laughed. “Tempting, but I think I’ve had enough na-
ked existentialism for one morning.”
The dragonfly bowed. “Then catch one last word before 
you go.”
A single glowing word floated down, hovering between 
us. It was small, simple, and perfect: “Write.”
I put forth my hand and caught it. The forest melted 
away around me.
When I opened my eyes, I was seated back in my chair, 
clothed, my keyboard shining dimly. My screen was 
blank but for a flashing cursor.
Outside, thunder murmured in the distance, as though 
the storm had followed me home.
And then—it began again. Thousands of words seemed 
to appear on the screen all at once, as if they emerged 
without conscious effort, reminiscent of the dynamic, 
creative thought processes observed in participants 
as they generated metaphors. Sentences formed and 
collapsed. Characters introduced themselves with 
impeccable timing. I just sat there, barely more than a 
conduit, letting the forest flow across me.
I didn’t question where the mystery came from. I never 
really do.
After all, maybe every writer has their own forest—
some wild, green place in the mind where words grow 
on trees and stories fall like rain, where you wake up 
naked sometimes because that’s what honesty looks 
like.
I happen to dream mine more literally.
When morning comes, I brush dried words from 
my sheets, gather a few good ones, and return to the 
page—barefoot, bewildered, and quietly delighted that 
the words still choose me.
Even if they occasionally make me lose my clothes.
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There was a time, brief and shimmering, when 
Prime Minister Mark Carney strode forth as the phi-
losopher-king of late capitalism, clutching his book 
“Values” like a stone tablet freshly descended from the 
mountain of Davos. 

In its pages, we were told that markets must be guided 
by moral purpose, that society must reclaim its soul 
from the cold calculus of profit, and 
that finance, like a repentant sinner, 
should finally learn to feel.
And then, having delivered this 
sermon on ethical transcendence, he 
immediately got to work doing the 
exact opposite.

The central thesis of Values is that 
markets have come to price every-
thing and value nothing. As Prime 
Minister, Carney has taken this as a 
personal challenge, not to correct it, 
but to perfect it. Why merely lament 
the commodification of human life 
when you can streamline it? Why 
agonize over inequality when you can optimize it?

Under his stewardship, austerity is no longer present-
ed as a grim necessity but a moral exercise, but for 
the social contract. Public services fail, not because 
of cuts, but because they have achieved a higher state 
of fiscal enlightenment. Social programs crumble not 
from neglect, but from an excess of values, having 
absorbed so much moral purpose they simply dissolve 
into the ether.

Carney’s genius lies in this alchemy which transforms 
the language of compassion into the machinery of re-
straint. Every budget cut is framed as an act of ethical 
clarity. Every privatization becomes a pilgrimage to-
ward efficiency. The public sector is not being disman-
tled. It is being liberated from the burden of existing.

Indeed, the gap between Values and policy is not a 
contradiction, it is a feature. It is the negative space in 
which true leadership emerges. Anyone can govern 
according to their stated principles, but it takes a rare 
kind of visionary to write a book about moral capital-
ism and then govern as if it were a cautionary tale.

Critics have accused Carney of hypocrisy, but this miss-
es the point. Hypocrisy implies inconsistency, whereas 
Carney’s project is one of perfect harmony, just not 
between words and actions. Rather, the harmony exists 
between rhetoric and its utility. Values are not meant to 
be implemented, they are meant to be deployed, like a 
tasteful font or a reassuring logo.

In this sense, Values is less a manifes-
to than a user manual, as a guide to 
speaking the language of social good 
while ensuring that nothing materially 
interferes with the primacy of markets. 
It teaches us that the true function of 
values is not to constrain power, but to 
accessorize it.

And so we arrive at the Carney Doc-
trine, where the best way to preserve 
the legitimacy of neoliberal austerity 
is to wrap it in the warm, comforting 
glow of moral concern. Cuts feel less 
like cuts when they are accompanied 
by a gentle reminder that we all share 

a collective responsibility to tighten our belts, especially 
those who were already wearing rope.

In the end, Carney has resolved the tension at the heart 
of modern capitalism. Markets no longer need to dis-
cover values, because values themselves have been fully 
integrated and priced into the market, tradable, flexible, 
and entirely non-binding, except of course, the tripling 
of Canada’s military budget.

It is a triumph of synthesis and a masterpiece of align-
ment. A world where everything is valued, nothing is 
sacred, and the gap between principle and practice is not 
a problem to be solved, but a space to be managed, pref-
erably by a central banker and hedge fund manager with 
excellent prose.

The Pseudopod Reviews 
Mark Carney's Book

By Cylon2036 we/us
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ISLANDS GRAPEVINE EDITORIAL POLICIES
Opinions expressed in the Grapevine do not 
necessarily reflect that of the Publisher.

Inciting violence, hate speech and pejorative language will not be tolerated.

The following is our policy on content:

• Profiles of individuals, history, reviews and op-ed are published free of charge
• Promotional content for products, services, programs, and events will be 
published at going advertising rates. 
• Public service announcements, notices of meetings, and news releases will be published for a fee. Excep-
tions
	 will be made for emergencies where the public is immediately endangered.
• With regret, no exceptions can be made for non-profit status.
• Letters to the Editor are published free of charge.

The Grapevine is happy to provide an open, public forum for all islanders to speak and be heard. We are 
stead- fast in our commitment to uphold freedom of expression.

As the record of our times, every issue of the Grapevine is a compilation of that week’s submissions. 
We do not editorialize content, nor do we censor. We ask that writers moderate their own content. The 
Grapevine reserves the right to edit for brevity.

We are open to contributions from all Denman & Hornby Islanders. If you’ve something to say, send it 
our way! No copy and paste submissions. In your own words, please!



• 14 •  APRIL 16TH, 2026  • THE ISLANDS GRAPEVINE •

My plumber 
friend is really 
happy, and is able 
to retire early. He’s 
flushed with 
success.

•DOWN •

1. Greek letter
2. A Great Lake
3. Colliery exits
4. Actress Novak
5. Animal magnetism
6. Concerns
7. Computer 
operating system
8. Airport info
9. Biblical barber
10. Cowcatcher
11. Craft of sci-fi
12. Bridal title
13. "Annabel Lee" 
author
18. By way of, for 
short
23. Stipulations
25. Break from a habit
26. Discharge
27. Fidgety
28. Cruise ship

• ACROSS •

1. Army wear
6. Prompted
10. Gravy no no
14. C.P.A.'s task
15. Add to the pot
16. Bushy do
17. Demure
18. Court event
19. Bower flower
20. Cooking utensil
21. Do voodoo
22. Grandson, perhaps
24. Responses
27. Hay crop
31. Cassowary kin
32. With disgust
33. Asian cuisine
35. Fallacy
37. Denial in Glasgow
38. Conveyed
39. Affirmative reply

40. Awaiting reply
42. 8 pts.
43. Donkey's 
comment
44. Colts' mom
45. Intruder
48. Clamor
49. Largest living 
bird
50. Put to sea
54. Ancient Tokyo
55. Actor McKellen
56. Like 
mindedness
57. Aquatic plant
60. Math sign
62. Celtic
63. Bog stuff
64. Formerly, once
65. Bury
66. Hurry
67. Fill full
68. Cold cuts

29. Roadway 
warning
30. Assent asea
33. Former rulers
34. Spartan slave
35. Christmas gift
36. Yes, informally
40. Fail to include
41. Cargo haulers
42. Mail HQ
43. Suits
46. Anadem
47. Box top
48. Beast abodes
50. Fry lightly
51. Big vessel
52. Detail map
53. Eyes wickedly
55. Asst. prof.
57. Aries mo.
58. Hundred bani
59. Ammonia, e.g.
61. Alternative to 
401k
62. Away from WSW
65. -- all ears!

• Last Issues's ANSWERS •• Last Issues's ANSWERS •

• TEST YOUR MATH SKILLS •• TEST YOUR MATH SKILLS •

• Last Issue’s Answers •• Last Issue’s Answers •

• GRAPEVINE CROSSWORD •• GRAPEVINE CROSSWORD •

GRUMPISM

“

“
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• CLASSIFIED ADS •• CLASSIFIED ADS •
• SERVICES •

That time of the year, I am available 
to mow lawns for the 2026 season. 
Give me a call at 250-650-2390 and 
ask for Brian. 

Exterior cleaning service. Offering 
cleaning solutions for your windows, 
gutters, roofs, decks, driveways, 
chimneys, siding, awnings, etc. 
Reasonable rates with professional 
results. 
Call or text Bjorn for free estimate.  
250 465 8645 

CARPENTRY: Alain $50/hr 
250-792-0605

GUTTERS seamless, supply and install 
also repairs, for free estimate contact 
Kevin at 
250 335 1986 or cell at 
250 667 3233. Serving All Areas.

• BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY •

Opportunity: islandhomekeeper.ca is 
seeking a partner in an island-based 
property security monitoring business 
(licensed and insured). Visit the web-
site Contact page to reach out and 
start to explore co-ownership options.

 • FOR SALE • 

For sale 29' travel trailer, insurable, 
towable, needs work/water dam-
age, as is, where is, $200. Please call 
(250)668-9550 

Lumber for fine woodworking.
60+bd.ft. 2 inch Yew slabs 8'length.
240+bd.ft. Red cedar 2'' Lumber [8-
12ft.]
$650.00 for all.  250-335-4757 

Our sweet free male and female AKC 
registered Yorkshire Terrier puppies 
are ready to be rehomed. They are 
playful, affectionate, and will make 
wonderful companions, if interested 
contact : malyschristine65@gmail.
com 

APPLIANCES FOR SALE. Ranges,wash-
ers, dryers, fridges,
dishwashers, gas/electric range.
All fully restored and come with
a full six month warranty. Call
Rick Graham 335-0954. 

WAGNER FIREWOOD. 2 cords to 
Denman, $720 plus GST. Hornby, 
$760 plus GST.  Text or call Scott at: 
250-334-7323 

Denman Island local cedar kindling 
sales. Wildcrafted. Artisanal! Damn 
Cheap! Your fire will thank you! By 
burning!!
DISCLAIMER: “Denman Island natu-
ral cedar kindling” is not intended to 
diagnose or treat any medical condi-
tion. For external use only. 
250-897-8184  

• COMMUNITY NOTICES •

NEED HELP? 
Alcoholics Anonymous 
250-338-8042 

COMOX VALLEY TRANSITION 
SOCIETY EMERGENCY CRISIS LINE:
 250-338-1227 or Text: 250-218-4034 
For more info visit 
https://cvts.ca 

Denman in Springtime                                        photo:  Randall Jason Fox
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• Peter T. Mason • Land Surveying •757•8788 (All)
• Able & Ready Septic Pumping Service • 250•338•8822 (D/H)
• Bottled Water Delivery • DenmanWater.ca • 250•228•7161 (D)
• True View Tree Care • Wild Bill - Senior's Discount • 250 • 898 • 7246
• Beech & Cedar Homes • lawn, landscaping, gutter cleaning & property
                                                                                        maintenance (D&H) •250•410•5154
• Chocolate Chicken Farm Tractor Services - Ditch/Brush/Field Mowing,    
              tilling field prep . road grooming , loader work. Insured .2507025933

•  ( H )  H o r n b y  •  ( D )  D e n m a n  •  ( U B )  U n i o n  B a y  ••  ( H )  H o r n b y  •  ( D )  D e n m a n  •  ( U B )  U n i o n  B a y  •
•  ( F B )  F a n n y  B a y  •  ( C )  C o u r t e n a y/ C o m ox  ••  ( F B )  F a n n y  B a y  •  ( C )  C o u r t e n a y/ C o m ox  •

• REAL ESTATE • INSURANCE • FINANCIAL SERVICES •

• Jordan McDonald • Re/Max Ocean Pacific Realty • 604•616•1137 (D/H)

• BUILDING • CONSTRUCTION •

• Excavator/Backhoe/Tandem Gravel Truck & Transfer Trailer
         Kenny Mather •  250•703•6512 (All) • John Isbister • 250•335•2565 (D)
• Tandem Gravel Truck & Transfer Trailer • Lora Mercieca 
					       • 250•650•9986 (D/H)
• Wicked Shovel Excavating & Landscaping • Doug Schmidt • 		
					               • 250•222•8076 (ALL)
• Ray Ulovec Excavator/Backhoe, ROWP Septic Installer, Land clearing,                 
                                                                                   ponds, site prep.  250•335-3145 (D/H)
• DB Excavations • 250•465•1889 • dbexcavations@gmail.com (D)
• Beech & Cedar Homes - construction, renovation & carpentry (D&H) 
                                                                                                                                      • 250•410•5154
• Black Wulf Timber L.T.D - New Construction,Renos, Excavation, Custom       
                               carpentry/Finishing.  Fully licenced/insured 250 • 327 • 4953

• HEALTH & WELLNESS •

• BUSINESS DIRECTORY •• BUSINESS DIRECTORY •

• SERVICES •

• Spectra Health • Physiotherapy & Therapy • Acupuncture & Traditional        
  Chinese Medicine, Osteopathy. (D/H) www.spectrahealth.net 
                                                                                                                               or • 250•335•2260 
• Massage Clinic • 2796 Northwest Rd. • Leyah Kelly • 335•2584 (D)
• Acupuncture • Jenny McCartney, R.Ac • 250•508•8160
			                       • www.heartwoodacupuncture.ca (D)

THURSDAY 16

• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
• RECYCLING CENTRE 1-5pm
• BOTTLE DEPOT 2-5pm
• FREE STORE 3-5pm
• FOOD BANK Hub Comm. Hall 3:30-6:30pm

FORTNIGHT EVENTSFORTNIGHT EVENTS

FRIDAY 17

SATURDAY 18

MONDAY 20

TUESDAY 21

WEDNESDAY 22

THURSDAY 23

• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
• AA Meeting DIUC Gathering Place 7pm
• Deadline for May's edition of The Flagstone
• DILTC Meeting 10am DAC

FRIDAY 24

SATURDAY 25

MONDAY 27

TUESDAY 28

WEDNESDAY 29

THURSDAY 30

SUNDAY 26

• ADIMS Annual Denman Island Beach Cleanup
        The Big Sort  9:30 am @ Old School
• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
• RECYCLING CENTRE 9:30am-5pm
• BOTTLE DEPOT 9:30am-5pm
• FREE STORE 9-12:30pm
• Local Aquifers-Town Hall 2-4pm Fanny Bay
                             Community Hall (see page 6)
• Hillberry Golf Tourney 9-4:20pm Hillberry Farm

❧Earth Day❧
• ADIMS Annual Denman Island Beach Cleanup
• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
• RECYCLING CENTRE 1-5pm
• BOTTLE DEPOT 2-5pm

• ADIMS Annual Denman Island Beach Cleanup
• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
• AA Meeting DIUC Gathering Place   7pm
• Volleyball 6:30-8pm School Gym          
• Songwriter's Workshop 7pm Hornby Arts Centre

• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
• Employment Services 9am-3pm DAC

• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
• RECYCLING CENTRE 1-5pm
• BOTTLE DEPOT 2-5pm
• FREE STORE 3-5pm
• FOOD BANK Hub Comm. Hall 3:30-6:30pm
• Community Choir 2:30pm Back Hall   

• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
• AA Meeting DIUC Gathering Place 7pm
• Volleyball 6:30-8pm School Gym
• Songwriter's Workshop 7pm Hornby Arts Centre
         with slideshow by Phoenix Bee (see page 5)

• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
• RECYCLING CENTRE 1-5pm
• BOTTLE DEPOT 2-5pm
• Choose to Move 11:30-12:30 Gathering Place

• ADIMS Annual Denman Island Beach Cleanup
• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
• RECYCLING CENTRE 1-5pm
• BOTTLE DEPOT 2-5pm
• FREE STORE 3-5pm
• FOOD BANK Hub Comm. Hall 3:30-6:30pm
• Community Choir 2:30pm Back Hall

• ADIMS Annual Denman Island Beach Cleanup
• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
• AA Meeting DIUC Gathering Place 7pm

SUNDAY 19

• Denman Community Choir's Spring Concert
              2:30pm Denman Island Community Hall
                                                           (see page 6)

• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
• Employment Services 9am-3pm DAC

• ADIMS Annual Denman Island Beach Cleanup
• Hornby First Edition deadline 11:59:59pm

•ADIMS Annual Denman Island Beach Cleanup
         Registration @ Old School/Farmer's Market
• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
• RECYCLING CENTRE 9:30am-5pm
• BOTTLE DEPOT 9:30am-5pm
• FREE STORE 9-12:30pm


