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The Islands Trust is holding an online public hearing on February 17 to
consider, among other business, two rezoning applications by the DCA
concerning its Baven and Settlement land holdings.
For more info on the hearing and how to apply to comment
go to the Islands Trust website.
Here is a summary:

Bylaw No, 256 proposes 1o amend the Official Community Plan (OCP)
to re-designate four parcels from
“Sustainable Resource”™ to “Conservation/Recreation”.
The amendment also adds four residential units to the Density Bank.

Bylaw INo. 257 proposes 1o rezong three parcels and the Forestry portion of
a fourth parcel (PID: 006-639-771) from
Farestry (F) to Conservation (CN) to reflect their use as
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Eunice Schmidt's House Burned to the Ground -
GoFundMe Information | TIDE TABLE

co e (SR
2026-02-12 (Thu)

Time PDT (m) (ft)
04:27 4312 14.1
09:11 3989 13.1
11:03  4.013 13.2
20:33 1494 49
2026-02-13 (Fri)

Time PST (m)  (ft)
04:55 4.431 145
10:05 3.870 12.7
12:57 3960 13.0
21:23 1.320 43
2026-00-14 (Sat)

Time PST (m)  (ft)
g s — 05:22 4519 148
o e e i L, =T 10:33 3739 123
; Wakld 1 Y. e 14:21  4.032 132
22:06 1.136 3.7
2026-02-15 (Sun)

Time PST (m)  (ft)
05:47 4.588 15.1
11:01 3.584 11.8
15:20 4.152  13.6
22:45 0997 33
2026-02-16 (Mon)

Time PST (m) o (ft)
06:11 4.646 @15.2
11:31 3390 11.1
16:12  4.255 14.0

23:21 0957 3.1
Eunice Schmidt has lost her home and all its contents. The cause of the fire was deter- 2026-02-17 (Tue)
mined not to be negligence on Eunice's part, but likely started as a result of an electrical Time PST (m)  (ft)

06:34 4.693 154
fire. Fatefully and thankfully, Eunice awoke in the night to find the house ablaze, and she | 12:.04 3.145 1023

escaped with her life, watching it burn in her pajamas. 17:02 4307 14.1
23:56 1.055 3.5

2026-02-18 (Wed)

Eunice is named for her grandmother, Eunice Baikie, who was also part of the Piercy Time PST (m)  (ft)
family. Eunice's grandfather built the little red house at the corner of Denman and East (1)3451513 3:24212 ;53;5

Roads for his wife Eunice and family, on part of the original Dalziel property. That's where |17:54 4299 14.1
Eunice’s mother Betty Schmidt was raised. AP (U7

) . Time PST (m)  (ft)
Betty spent all but 5 of her 94 years on Denman Island. She married Walter Schmidt in 00:31 1305 43

1943 and raised her five children, including Eunice, on the Dalziel property, starting off in ?;ig 421.4713; é5é6
the same little red house. 18:49 4242 139

In 1967 Walter bought The Swale from the Pickles family, so he could farm the land. At that time, Ernie Pickles
had a little house in a lovely spot by the creek.

Eunice and Bob Andor, her partner, raised their 3 children in that spot, adding another generation to the Den-

man Island family tree. Bob and Eunice built on to it, and greatly expanded the little house, resulting in a lovely
home. All that is left is the fireplace where Eunice had completed the stone work herself.

There was no insurance on this old house, but Eunice plans to build a cabin and resume life in the place she trea-

sures, near the site of the house that is gone. She has the love and support of friends and family in this endeavour,
but building materials and furnishings and even clothes need to be purchased, while the electric and septic ame-

nities will need to be reestablished. Should you be inclined to donate through GoFundMe, Eunice and her family
and friends would be ever so grateful. https://gofund.me/ff9729577 ?
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Monster Hunters ch.7
By Quinn Ireland

B en stared in awe as the trio entered the bright
glowing swamp. It was as if they had been hit by a
huge storm of light after stepping out of the dark
staircase. The swamp was full of mushrooms with odd
twisty vines that grew out of massive trees. Neon blue
plants clung to the rich soil over-
looking the water. The tips of the
leaves were hanging over the edge
of the dirt, touching the unnatu-
rally clean swamp water. The trees
were growing out of bright crys-
tal-clear water that made up most
of the swamp. They almost looked
like roots that were connected be-
low the water's surface. Continu-
ing roots. From the underwater
soil to the sky. Roots that resembled
the strings on a guitar. Stringy water trees. Although
these trees looked fascinating, the sky caught Ben's

eye the most. It was full of weird floating three-legged
creatures with beady eyes and bright red exoskele-
tons like a beetle. These creatures were lighting up the
whole sky with their three legs. Kepler noticed Ben's
wonder of staring at the creatures; "Krinkoff's, fas-
cinating, aren't they?" She said, staring into the

bright white sky. Ben recognized this swamp from

the view by their treehouse, although it was much
brighter than in the swamp itself. Ben then thought of
his past in little league Baseball several years before.
The Krinkoffs seemed to replicate Baseballs flying
towards him at full speed. He had never been able

to catch anything, this resulted in standing in either
standing in right field, or sitting on the cold, hard,
bench. He quit after one year. Their staring was inter-
rupted by a very tall woman standing beside them.
"Excellent, you two are partners!" said the woman, "Oh,
hello Ben, I'm Mrs. Abbingstone, I am the Magic Plants
teacher here at Monster school.” She smiled and hand-
ed him a long sheet of paper. She had bright red hair
with brown eyes that were red themselves. She wore
the same cold-proof suit that the students wore.

Ben liked Mrs. Abbingstone the most, the reason be-
ing that she introduced herself right away, and she
knew his name, although Ben knew that a lot of people

had come fermlir to his name as the so-called Sword
slayer.

Soon, everyone had a paper in their hands. Ben
looked for a place to sit down but found no desks or
tables. "You can always use a grass stump," said Kepler
pointing at a small mound of grass, "Mrs. Abbing-
stone thinks that if your brains are working, your legs
should be too." Ben didn't really understand this con-
cept but went along with it. "Is everyone in groups?"
asked Mrs. Abbingstone. Everyone
muttered and murmured, which usu-
ally translated as a yes, according to
Ben's studies from school anyway.
"Now, everyone listening, no... Wade,
put away that whoopie cushion...
Viola, save the Dangerous For-

Hannah!" The class didn't seem

| to care about the teacher's com-
ments, so Kepler yelled, "SHUT UP
PEOPLE!" Everyone stopped their
chatter and stood quietly with their hands behind
their backs, like a group of people from the army.
"Thank you, Mrs. Kamoni." said Mrs. Abbingstone.
"Wow," Ben whispered, "How'd you do that?" "People
fear me, I am a Foristite, this means that I can find

a way through any forest, this goes for humans too."
"Woah, cool... so you can see right through people
too?" said Ben, making sure to keep his voice as low as
possible. "I can, but not very well," continued Kepler,
"I am better at using my power in a forest, you know...
in case I ever get lost." "Do you think that I have a
special pow..." "I said enough chit-chat!" Mrs. Ab-
bingstone cut them off, "Now, just because you're new
here doesn't mean you can slack off and talk to your
friends all the time, Vinkenhut!" Ben was startled by
her change in tone, he had always hated getting yelled
at in his old school, mostly because the teacher would
pick him to answer a question that he did not know.
"Understood?" She spoke. "Yes, Mrs... Adi... Add-
ingstone." He said in a quiet voice. Kids snickered at
him for not saying the teacher's name right. "And it's
Abbing-stone not Adding, well unless you're talking
about math." She said as she smiled and walked away;,
"Why do those schools even teach math?" She muttered
to herself. "Today we are learning about a special type
of moss that only grows on the underwater trunks

of these trees in this swamp." All the students looked

curiously at her, as if they were  continued on P.6...
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Denman Island Local Trust Committee
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

Proposed Bylaw Nos. 255, 254 and 250

Islands Trust DE-RZ-2024.1 Triple Rock Land Cooperative

The Denman Island Local Trust Committee invites the public to attend a Public Hearing beginning at 10:00 am, Tuesday,
February 17, 2026, via electronic meeting, to hear your views regarding Proposed Bylaw Nos. 255, 254 and 250.

e 10:00 AM — Community Information Meeting will be held before the Public Hearing for you to learn more about
the bylaws and to ask questions
e 10:15 AM — Public Hearing

What are Bylaw Nos. 255, 254 and 250 about?

Bylaw No. 255 proposes to amend the Official Community Plan (OCP) by withdrawing residential units from the density
bank to enable an increase in residential units on the subject property by four.

Bylaw No. 250 proposes to amend the Land Use Bylaw (LUB) by introducing new zoning regulations applicable to the R4
zone. The proposed amendments include:
1. Increasing the number of residential units on the subject property by four.
2. Permitting secondary suites in all residential units.
3. Increasing the maximum gross floor area for single-family dwellings from 139.4 m? to 186 m? to accommodate
secondary suites.
4. Increasing the maximum floor area for outbuildings from 1275 m? to 2174 m? to meet ongoing needs and
support the additional secondary suites.

Bylaw No. 254 proposes to enter the Local Trust Community into a new housing agreement with the owner of the
subject land. The agreement will regulate the occupancy and affordability of 19 housing units, including associated
secondary suites, and will establish monitoring and reporting requirements to ensure compliance.

These bylaw amendments will apply to 5201 Denman Road, Denman Island, legally described as: Lot A, Section17,
Denman Island, Nanaimo District, Plan VIP87456 (PID 028-101-677)

How Do | Get More Information?
Copies of the proposed bylaw, the Public
Hearing Binder and other information is
i I _ o available online from February 6, 2026 to
ERTT 1 I-:.'f ol i February 17, 2026 here:

S https://islandstrust.bc.ca/island-

’ planning/denman/projects/ and at the
— Islands Trust Northern Office, 700 North
Road, Gabriola, BC VOR 1X3 from 8:30
a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Tuesday — Thursday
excluding statutory holidays.

Enquiries?

| Contact the Islands Trust Northern Office,
by email: northinfo@islandstrust.bc.ca, or
phone: 250-247-2063.

%ﬁ% | F] i i Written submissions?
il ; .| I 1 Written submissions will be accepted
s E = ol until 4:30 p.m., February 16, 2026 to:

Islands Trust, 700 North Road, Gabriola
Island, BC, VOR 1X3 or email: northphsub@islandstrust.bc.ca

Written submissions made in response to this notice will be available for public review.

NO WRITTEN OR ORAL REPRESENTATIONS WILL BE RECEIVED BY THE DENMAN ISLAND LOCAL TRUST
COMMITTEE, OR ITS MEMBERS, AFTER THE CONCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC HEARING.

Nadine l\/Innrnn’ nnpllfy Qnrrnf:ry
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...continued from P.4

on their first day at this weird and wacky
fantasy school. Although they had all been
here since they were... Ben raised his hand.
Mrs. Abbingstone rolled her eyes and point-
ed at him; "Vinkenhut! And make it snappy!"
Ben hesitated. He was mad at his shyness

at this moment, so he waited a few seconds
to calm down before asking; "How long has
everyone here been at Monsterschool?" "I
thought that your friends would have told
you this by now, nevertheless everyone has
been here since they were in Badger." "What
is... Badger?" responded Ben. "Mrs. Abbing-
stone sighed before continuing; "Badger is
the first level of being a fully licensed Mon-
ster Hunter, the levels that follow are Coy-
ote, Wolf (you are at the Wolf level.) then
Bear, Black bear, cougar, Werewolf, and
then you can be a Monster Hunter." Ben
stood in shock, another three years stuck

at this school with level names that sound
like woodland walkies community pool (a
local pool that is one block from his house)
"Um... pardon me Mrs. Abbingstone, but

do we have to spend another three grades
here?" asked Ben "What is a grade?" She re-
plied. "Um... it's a way of sorting different
ages into... groups.” explained Ben. "Weird
humans!" said Mrs. Abbingstone with no at-
tempt to hide her voice, "To answer your
question Ben, everyone's level will change
every four months, so you will only be here
for a year." Ben's expression relaxed a lit-
tle, but his eyes remained wide. Noticing
this, Mrs. Abbingstone continued; "You will
resume your old, boring life after... never
mind." Ben noticed that the teachers were
keeping quiet about the " Mission" Ben had
to do, but this failed because all the students
already knew. "Enough of this rubbish talk
about weird humans, let's get to our lesson!"
said Mrs. Abbingstone. Ben asked, "Oh, and
one more thing." "Spit it out, Vinkenhut!

I want to start this lesson!" "What will we

be learning about today?" "I was just about
to get to that," she replied, "Now, sit down

class."
L ]

Shucking Oysters:
Whitewashed Arm Candy

By Alex Allen

o our fellow Americans we say, youre never gonna find
great meaning in a cubicle or in front of a computer screen. But
you will find great meaning if you dedicate yourself to the cre-
ation and sustenance of human life,” JD Vance preached to the
newly-converted at the annual March for Life in Washington, DC
last month. White young Americans from Erika Kirk’s Turning
Point USA, Students For Life, and Counteract USA, and other
pro-life groups held on to his every word. Power, racism, and
subjugation of women — white American evangelicalism in all its

glory.

On stage behind bulletproof glass Vance bragged: “Now, some
of you may remember that in my remarks last year, I told you

all that one of the things I most wanted in the United States of
America was more families and more babies. So, let the record
show you have a vice president who practices what he preaches.
Usha and I announced this week that we’re expecting our fourth.
And it will be our third baby boy”” Spoiler alert: Usha is 40 years
old and will never have her career back again.

The first March for Life took place in January 1974, marking the
one-year anniversary of the United States’ Supreme Court de-
cision to legalize abortion. Fifty years later, the Supreme Court
overturned Roe v. Wade and the focus has seismically shifted.
The goal is “to change the culture to ultimately make abortion
unthinkable”

The controversial Project 2025 recommends that the government
“maintain a biblically based, social science-reinforced definition
of marriage and family” It also plans to change the name of the
federal health and human services department to the “Depart-
ment of Life” As the author’s of a Mother Jones article wrote in
November: “Until the government can muster up real, honest
discussions on how to support all American families, it’s hard

to imagine the Trump administration’s policies moving anyone,
except maybe MAGA trad wives, to procreate.”

Misogyny is an integral policy feature of the US government.
Under Trump’s anti-Diversity, Equity and Inclusion order, the
words “women” and “female” have been banned from research
grant applications and legislation has been passed that will make
it more difficult for married women to vote. As Olivia Campbell
wrote, “women’s contributions are being erased, their rights and
roles eroded. And given the history of authoritarian regimes, it’s

all too familiar territory” Beyond Trump’s
continued on P.10...
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Denman Island Local Trust Committee
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
Proposed Bylaw Nos. 256 and 257
Islands Trust PL-RZ-2024-0055 Denman Conservancy Association

The Denman Island Local Trust Committee invites the public to attend a Public Hearing beginning at 10:00
am, Tuesday, February 17, 2026, via electronic meeting, to hear your views regarding Proposed Bylaw
Nos. 256 and 257.

e 10:00 AM - Community Information Meeting will be held before the Public Hearing for you to learn
more about the bylaws and to ask questions
e 10:15 AM -Public Hearing

What are Bylaw Nos. 256 and 257 about?

Bylaw No. 256 proposes to amend the Official Community Plan (OCP) to re-designate four parcels from
“Sustainable Resource” to “Conservation/Recreation”. The amendment also adds four residential units to
the Density Bank.

Bylaw No. 257 proposes to rezone three parcels and the Forestry portion of a fourth parcel (PID: 006-639-
771) from Forestry (F) to Conservation (CN) to reflect their use as protected natural areas.

These bylaw amendments will apply to:
e THE EAST 1/2 OF THE NORTH EAST 1/4 OF SECTION 21, DENMAN ISLAND, NANAIMO DISTRICT
(PID: 006-639-771);
e THE WEST 1/2 OF THE NORTH EAST 1/4 OF SECTION 21, DENMAN ISLAND, NANAIMO DISTRICT
EXCEPT THAT PART IN PLAN VIP78186 (PID: 006-657-656);
e LOTASECTION 21 DENMAN ISLAND NANAIMO DISTRICT PLAN VIP60286 (PID: 023-005-424); and
e LOTBSECTION 21 DENMAN ISLAND NANAIMO DISTRICT PLAN VIP60286 (PID: 023-005-432)

How Do | Get More Information?
e SUBJECT PROPERT'ES Copies of the proposed bylaw, the
| Public Hearing Binder and other
information is available online from
/ February 6, 2026 to February 17,
2026 here:
https://islandstrust.bc.ca/island-
planning/denman/projects/ and at
— the Islands Trust Northern Office,
- 700 North Road, Gabriola, BC VOR
i 1X8 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.,
' Tuesday - Thursday excluding
statutory holidays.

Enquiries?
Contact the Islands Trust Northern
Office, by email:

northinfo@islandstrust.bc.ca, or phone: 250-247-2063.

Written submissions?
Written submissions will be accepted until 4:30 p.m., February 16, 2026 to: Islands Trust, 700 North
Road, Gabriola Island, BC, VOR 1X3 or email: northphsub@islandstrust.bc.ca

Written submissions made in response to this notice will be available for public review.

NO WRITTEN OR ORAL REPRESENTATIONS WILL BE RECEIVED BY THE DENMAN ISLAND LOCAL TRUST
COMMITTEE, OR ITS MEMBERS, AFTER THE CONCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC HEARING.

Nadine Mourao, Deputy Secretary
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My Interview With Avi Lewis,
Candidate for Leader
of the Federal NDP

By Keith Porteous

I met Avi Lewis 30 years ago when he was a journalist
working at CityTV in Toronto, while I worked across
the street in the National Film Board building. Wed
meet for coffee and ——
talk a bit of politics.
When I recently got
to speak with him
about his candi-
dacy for Leader

of the NDP, I was
surprised that he
remembered. Since
that time he’s been with his partner, author Naomi
Klein, and gone on to make documentary films and
teach at UBC, splitting time between Vancouver and the
Sunshine Coast with their 13 year old son. We spoke by
phone for about an hour and here’s his answers to the
questions I had for him:

KP: Your campaign is highly focused on cost of living
issues. What are your central ideas for dealing with what
is a crisis for so many people?

Avi: We're focused on the cost of living crisis in what

we call a rigged economy. The market has failed us. We
need a public option for food when 5 grocery chains
control 80% of the market, and while they price fix.
We'll tackle out-of-control rents with a national cap and
stronger protections for tenants. We'll tax big corporate
landlords and investment properties. We'll get the feder-
al government back into the business of building public
homes. And we'll finally address the federal govern-
ment’s abject failure to close the housing gap between
Indigenous and non-Indigenous communities. We have
6 big banks that made $70 billion in profits last year,
and we can have a public banking system. We pay the
highest cell phone and internet rates in the global north,
and 3 companies control the market. We need a public
option for the essential services of cell phones and the
internet. And, we will tack-on climate solutions to our
cost of living efforts.

KP: Your primary rival for the NDP leadership seems
to be Heather McPherson, the Alberta MP. How would

your leadership be distinctly different from hers?

Avi: In our campaign we have emphasized collective
leadership, and not the cult of personality that hasn’t
served our party well. Our campaign represents a break
from business as usual, giving people more than just a
vote every 4 years, and not just small incremental chang-
es, but offering solutions that are as big as the crises we
are facing, while offering plain talk and moral clarity.

KP: PM Carney describes the “rules based international
order” as a long standing “pleasant fiction” What other
fictions do governments and media continue to hold?

Avi: The number one fiction is that the role of govern-
ment is to create the conditions for maximum profit
accumulation, because it will trickle down and lift all
boats. That’s an absolute lie. The collapse of that fic-
tion, and the economic desperation of the majority of
people, is paving the way to fascism.

KP: As Canada is a member of the U.S. led NATO
alliance, the biggest single carbon emission source on
the planet, what are we to make of PM Carney raising
Canada’s military budget to $150 billion a year?

Avi: I don’t believe we need to spend 2% of our GDP
on military spending, as we need that money for oth-
er things, including the climate emergency, which is
costing us more money while destroying towns and
filling our lungs with smoke. The idea that we should
now move to 5% of GDP is a destructive and nihilistic
fantasy, pouring fuel on the climate fire. Leaders have
been gung-ho for more integration of our military with
the U.S., and sending most of the increased spending
directly to U.S. arms manufacturers. None of this is the
direction Canada should be going in. I would like Cana-
da to be a force for peace and prosperity.

KP: PM Carney is moving to increase Canada’s export
of raw materials, old growth logs, and Alberta tar sand
bitumen and shale gas, What are your thoughts on this?

Avi: Besides the gaping chasm between Carney’s words
and his actions, we recognize that Canada is under
attack from our closest trading partner. The problem is
that Carney is doubling down on the things we've always
done, which is exporting raw resources where most of

the benefits and the jobs go to )
continued on P.9...




...continued from P.8

other countries, and the environmental damages are a
massive subsidy to those corporate profits because those
damages are borne by us. That’s why we're calling for a
Green New Deal, creating a million jobs, building a 21st
Century electric grid, not pipelines, and an electric bus
revolution. We don’t need to double down on making
Canada a place where we turn nature into money, and
where we are running out of finite resources.

KP: I saw your YouTube clips of street interviews with
bankers and other financial players. Funny stuft! Should
you become NDP leader, will you continue to engage
with people, one on one in the street?

Avi: Absolutely! I've always loved doing streeters since I
was a local reporter in Toronto in 1990, and the acces-
sibility of politicians and the ability to talk to anyone is
really important these days when people are so cynical,
and rightly so. about politics and politicians. In general,
how many more lawyers and narcissists do we need in
the House of Commons?

KP: Evan Solomon has been appointed as Minister of
Artificial Intelligence and Digital Innovation by the
Prime Minister. Can you frame your position on Ai and
the push to automation?

Avi: My position is the anti-Evan Solomon position. I've
been cheekily calling him the Minister For Ai Sales and
Marketing. He’s adopted a dangerous tech-bro attitude
toward a world changing technology that has the po-
tential to completely revolutionize the world’s econo-
my, and not in positive ways. He did a 30 day national
consultation he called a sprint, showing how deeply he’s
adopted the culture of big tech billionaires, a nihilistic
bunch of weirdos. We're calling for a pause on data cen-
tres for generative Ai, and a pause on the pedal to the
metal approach that the Carney government is taking,
so we can have a national debate on how we can regulate
this technology. Look at the data centre fight in Nanai-
mo. You have an extremely water stressed area that has
gone to stage 4 and 5 water restrictions. The reward is
about one extra job.

KP: Do you see yourself as part of a shift to Left pop-
ulism, and why do you think the word "populist” has

taken on a pejorative context for so many people?

Avi: I do see myself as part of a shift to economic popu-
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lism, and I'm excited about it. I think populism has got
a bad name because the right has been so out front on
it, and during this period of political history in Canada,
it has largely been a right-wing phenomenon. I think
right-wing populism is super dangerous, leading to fas-
cism. But I do not think the same thing about left-wing
populism.

KP: Should you win the NDP Leadership, what are your
first priorities for revamping the NDP as a political
force?

Avi: If we can come back in the next election, and I
think we can, as we think this is the beginning of an
NDP comeback nationally, and if we hold the balance of
power with a Liberal minority, then we will go in with
one demand, to force proportional representation. We
could have a citizen’s assembly, but no more studies and
referendums. We might only have one shot at reform,
one that unleashes all the others. And we can’t bluff.

KP: You and your partner Naomi Klein are parents. How
does this affect your worldview, and can we assume that
Naomi would be an advisor, should you prevail in the
Leadership contest?

Avi: Naomi has just sent in the manuscript for her new
book, End Times Fascism, which she co-wrote with As-
tra Taylor. Naomi and I have been together for 30 years,
you know, young love, and our son is 13 now and deeply
into reading Substacks about politics. It’s now a three-
way conversation. Not only will Naomi be an advisor,
we'll have our son Toma there with us as well.

My faith in state sponsored electoral systems has not
returned, but I am willing to compromise my scepticism
in order to give voice to a resistance to the policies of the
Liberal-Conservative governing duopoly. Avi Lewis and
the grassroots movements he is aligning with to build

a Left coalition, represent a significant change from the
centrist wing of the NDP that advocates for small incre-
mental changes, instead of a more bold Left vision that’s
grounded in the populist traditions of Tommy Douglas,
and that gave us socialized healthcare and many of the
public benefits we receive today. The NDP Leadership
Convention takes place in Winnipeg, Manitoba, March

27-29, 2026. &
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...continued from P.6
proclivities and the Epstein hall of shame, at least three
administration leaders and members of the cabinet, in-
cluding sperm-donating Elon Musk, health guru Rob-
ert F. Kennedy Jr., and warrior secretary Pete Hegseth
have been accused of sexual misconduct.

Doug Wilson, the self-taught pastor of Hegseth’s
denomination, the arch-conservative Communion of
Reformed Evangelical Churches, maintains that it was
wrong to let women vote and believes that married
women should submit to their husbands. He also wants
women out of combat. “I think we ought to find out the
name of the person who suggested that we put women
on those submarines and have that man committed,”
Wilson said. “It’s like having a playpen that you put 50
cats in and then drop catnip in the middle of it. What-
ever happens is going to be ugly”

A recent Slate article written by Heather Schwedel,

has faced criticism for suggesting that Vance's pledge
to make more babies is compensating for his having a
wife of colour. “In lieu of trading in his wife for a paler
model, Vance has found another way to prove himself
a good shepherd of the MAGA faithful: He and Usha
are expecting a fourth child in July” Former MSNBC
host Joy Reid wondered the same thing suggesting that
Vance ditch his current wife for purified Erika Kirk

as a strategic political move. “Wouldn’t it be the most
perfect fairy tale, MAGA fairy tale, if he finally sees

the light that he needs a White queen instead of this
Brown Hindu?” With no surprise Reid, one of the most
respected Black female commentators on air was fired.
Trump celebrated by posting “the mentally obnoxious
racist, Joy Reid” was “one of the least talented people in
television.” Eight other MSN on-air news personalities
were also given the pink slip last year. All were Black
and half were women - Trump’s DEI regime in action.

And if you think Canadian politics are different, you
are naive. Pierre Poilievre has had a long history of
being anti-choice over his life-time political career. Yes,
he has promised not to legislate on abortion, but that
doesn’t mean that a sitting conservative MP couldn’t
bring forward a bill for a free vote. And in fact, Poil-
ievre has clearly stated he would not stop any of his
MPs from introducing anti-abortion legislation.

In response to the overturning of Roe V. Wade in 2019,
former Bloc Quebecois MP Monique Pauzé asked for

“the House of Commons to reiterate that a woman’s
body belongs to her and her alone, and recognize her
right to choose an abortion regardless of the reason.”
When adopted, all MPs in the house rose in stand-
ing ovation except for conservative MPs. Every single
one of them remained in their seats and did not even
applaud. On the very same day Poilievre voted no to
providing women with free contraceptives. In Murray
Mandryk’s words, “if mimicry is the greatest form of
flattery, consider how Trump’s actions have become the
template for a lot of conservatives.”

Three quarters of Pierre’s caucus and almost half of

his supporters are latent Trump supporters according
to recent polling. Poilievre also has a hefty fan base of
Trump-friendly personalities. Last year, bombastic Kev-
in O’Leary said that Trump should invite “the Prime
Minister in waiting” to Mar-a-Lago because Poilievre is
“Trump’s kind of guy.” Ben Shapiro, a leading voice in
the MAGA movement posted a video, “Pierre Poilievre
is for the People” in 2024 calling him a “tremendous
politician” who opposes “radical sexual individualism.
Shapiro also shared in the video that women “owe it to
men to be good wives and mothers”

There are over 800 registered pro-life organizations in
the US that earn more than $427 million in revenue
each year and have assets of $398 million. In Canada
we have more than 300 pro-life groups. While there is
no exact number of US-based pro-life organizations
operating in Canada, Heartbeat International, Care Net,
and the National Institute of Family and Life Advocates
are heavily involved in the Canadian, anti-abortion
landscape.

In December, a parliamentary committee recommend-
ed Canada end automatic charitable status for religious
groups, mirroring recommendations from the BC
Humanist Association (BCHA) that the government:
“Amend the Income Tax Act to provide a definition of
a charity which would remove the privileged status of
‘advancement of religion’ as a charitable purpose” and
“No longer provide charitable status to anti-abortion
organizations.”

The BCHA, with the Centre for Inquiry Canada, es-
timated that tax receipts issued by religious charities
in Canada resulted in $1.6 to $2.6 billion in “foregone
revenue” in 2017. The report included 462 recommen-

dations based on 828 submis- Lcontinued on P11
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sions and 74 presentations by groups and individuals.
While the recommendations have yet to be adopted,
religious institutions across the country are ringing
their church bells loudly - in protest.

In a sermon two years ago, Texas Democrat James
Talarico, a part-time Presbyterian seminary student
eloquently said: “Christian nationalism is here to
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maintain the status quo. They have co-opted the Son
of God. They have turned this humble rabbi into a
gun-toting, gay-bashing, science-denying, money-lov-
ing, fear-mongering fascist” White evangelical leaders
would serve themselves well if they cared more about
following Jesus and loving others instead of obsessively
thinking about what it means to be a Christian man

and Christian woman. §

L]

Elbows Up!

By Cylon2036 we/us
(Pseudopod Certified)

Canada is a fully sovereign nation, which is why it po-
litely checks with Washington before having an opinion,
consults Wall Street before having a budget, and asks
Netflix what its culture should look like this year. Cana-
da has its own flag, its own anthem, and its own unique
way of spelling words, clear evidence of independence,
so long as no money, trade, defence, data, or algorithms
are involved.

Economically, Canada stands tall as a “resource econ-
omy with values", meaning it digs things up, sells them
to foreign multinationals, and then congratulates itself
on the regulatory framework that allowed it to happen.
When questioned about dependency, officials point
proudly to sovereignty markers like a domestic bank-
ing cartel and a housing market so inflated it no longer
requires foreign ownership to be unaffordable.
Culturally, Canada is a vibrant mosaic, carefully curated
to ensure it is distinguishable from the United States

by being slightly more polite, slightly more apologetic,
and exactly one season behind. Its artists are encour-
aged to find their voice, preferably in New York or Los
Angeles, where Canadian stories can be properly vali-
dated. Nothing says cultural confidence like a national
broadcaster constantly reminding viewers that the
show theyre watching is in fact Canadian.

On the world stage, Canada is an independent mid-
dle power, free to chart its own course, provided

that course aligns seamlessly with U.S. foreign poli-
cy, NATO, the G7, and the invisible hand of global cap-
ital. Canada is not a vassal state, it is a trusted partner,
which is much more dignified and comes with lanyards
at international summits.

In short, Canadian
sovereignty is alive
and well. It just exists
mostly in branding,
heritage minutes,
and the comforting
belief that being
slightly less loud
than the empire next door counts as independence. ?

L]

Send a Valentine, or several, to Prime Minister Mark Carney.

When: Saturday February 14, between 10:00 and 12:00 a,m.

Where: The Gathering Place at the Denman United Church.

are terrible!!!

message to our PM.

The Denman Island Climate Action Network, DICAN, would like to
flood his office with valentines all from Denman Islanders. You could
tell him you liked his Davos speech, but his climate policies and actions

We will provide everything you need, including cards,envelopes, pens,
colouring materials, and ideas. Bring your kids, let them send a special

We look forward to seeing you February 14th. Happy Valentines Day.
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The Kaleidoscope:
A Quirky Love Story

Gabriel Jeroschewitz,
December 2nd, 2025,
A could be Valentine’s story, abridged

I have seen them before they knew each other, which
is to say, I have seen them before they remembered
each other. That’s the problem with human perception:
we start the book halfway through and announce the
first page.

He, Adrian Vale, had the sort of handsomeness that
seemed misplaced in our era. A face that belonged to a
sepia photograph, wearing the kind of half-smile that
made strangers feel theyd either met him before or
were about to. He carried himself like someone perpet-
ually listening to music no one else could hear.

She, Liora, was beautiful in a way that made you won-
der whether beauty itself remembered her. Her laugh
had weight and texture, like silk falling in slow motion.
People often remarked on her eyes — not for their
colour, which was an indeterminate shade shifting be-
tween green and gold — but for the way they seemed to
be conducting two different conversations, one in this
world, and one somewhere else entirely.

They met — if that’s the correct word — on a rainy
Tuesday afternoon in the atrium of the City Museum of
Science and Mysticism. The museum was half an actual
institute of physics and half an eccentric private col-
lection. Whether the two halves were connected in any
meaningful way was anybody’s guess.

The rain had chased Adrian indoors. He was idly
reading an exhibit plaque about quantum entanglement
when Liora walked in, shaking rainwater from her hair.
From my vantage point — somewhere between real-
ity and its imagined echo — I noticed the way the air
thickened slightly, as though the atoms rearranged
themselves to accommodate their proximity. To ordi-
nary observers, it might have been nothing more than
an attraction. But to me, it looked precisely like string
theory’s vibrating filaments tugging at each other across
dimensions.

You see, in one version of reality — call it World A —
they had been married for years. In World B, they had
never spoken. In our present frame — the one I am
narrating — it was still undecided.

The museums’ curator, an older man with the enthu-

siasm of thirteen-year-old boys before a fireworks
show, noticed them standing side by side. "This," he
announced to no one in particular, gesturing at the
entanglement display, "is how an infinite distance can
separate two particles and yet instantly affect each oth-
er’s state. Fascinating, isn’t it?" He winked and shuftled
away.

Adrian glanced sideways at Liora.

"Do you believe that?" he asked.

"Of course,” she said, smiling faintly. "Some things are
real whether we believe in them or not."

Whether this was flirtation or philosophy, I could not
tell. Not yet.

Over the following weeks, they met again, and again.
Sometimes by arrangement, sometimes by coincidence
— though in quantum terms, those are merely different
labels for the same thing.

Their conversations drifted between ordinary banter
and peculiar metaphysics. One evening over coffee,
Liora sighed, saying,

"Sometimes I think I live between imagining and reali-
ty. I can feel something stirring just out of sight, like the
world is leaning close, asking me to show what’s inside
my mind."

Adrian grinned. "That’s poetic."

"It’s an affliction," she replied, amused.

He told her that when he was a boy, he used to draw
maps of places that didn't exist, convinced they might.
Later, he learned about the "many-worlds" theory and
felt a strange vindication — perhaps the places hed
mapped did exist in some other branch of reality.

I will admit, they were funny together — not because
they told jokes, but because they treated absurdities as
usual.

There are moments in human courtship when you can
feel the kaleidoscope turn. One pattern vanishes, anoth-
er blooms. For them, it happened in the museum’s mir-
rored corridor—an installation meant to demonstrate
symmetry, reflection, and the statistical improbability of
identical lives.

They stood there, facing each other, and the mirrors
multiplied their images into infinity. Except... as I
watched, I saw something peculiar: in one reflection,
they kissed. In another, they walked away in opposite
directions. And in yet another, they stood still, gazing
but not moving — as though action itself had failed to
load.

Adrian noticed her staring at )
continued on P.13...
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their infinite copies.

"Which do you prefer?" he asked.

She said softly, “The one where we walk toward each
other forever, but never arrive."

He raised an eyebrow, amused. "That sounds terrible."
"It might be," she murmured, "but the longing would
keep us alive."

By now, the worlds were tugging at them. You could
feel it — like static electricity before a storm. Their lives
outside the museum were pulling them in separate di-
rections, yet each conversation seemed reluctant to end.
One evening, as twilight washed the city in broken
light, Adrian invited her to an observatory café on the
edge of the river. A jazz trio played in the corner. They
sat by the window, watching the lights blur into reflec-
tions.

"I think," Adrian began carefully, “that you and I met
before this life. Maybe many times. Maybe we're just
remembering."

Liora looked at him for a long moment.

"That would explain the rain," she said.

He laughed. "What rain?"

"The rain that falls when the borders start to fade," she
said. "Between imagining and real."

And here is where the narrative splits.

That night, they walked together along the river. At

a stone bridge, she stopped and turned to him. Their
hands brushed — just brushed — and something warm
passed through both of them, the kind of warmth you
feel in a dream just before waking.

He leaned closer, as if to kiss her. But she only smiled
and stepped back.

"You can’t hold onto the light once you touch it," she
said softly.

"Will I see you again?"

"You will," she promised, "but not here."

In the days that followed, they drifted apart — not from
choice, but from the gentle erosion of practical life.

Yet sometimes, in quiet moments, Adrian would feel
the echo of her presence, as though some other reali-
ty had kept them together. And in her own life, Liora
would occasionally glance across a crowded street and
imagine his face in the distance, smiling that misplaced
smile.

Neither forgot. The longing itself became a kind of
companionship.

In this version, after the observatory meeting, Adrian
walks her to the station. The night feels strange —
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overly quiet, as though the city has been temporarily
paused.

They stand together under a flickering streetlamp. He
wants to tell her something urgent, something that
will seal this connection before reality rearranges. But
no words will come.

She stares at him with those two-conversation eyes
and says, "Not every world lets us meet. This might be
the one that doesn’t."

The train arrives. She steps aboard without looking
back.

Adrian remains there until the train vanishes, listen-
ing to the lingering hum of its departure. But later, he
cannot remember whether she was ever really there at
all — or whether he had imagined her entirely.

And somewhere in the infinite mirrors of the kalei-
doscope, there is a version in which they held hands,
another in which they kissed, and another in which
they turned away without recognition.

But this one — the reality I have just told you — he
walks home alone under the rain, and the line be-
tween imagining and reality has dissolved into dark-

ness. I‘
"

Woowoo Healing:
The NO Foods continued...

By Jean Gordy

Hello everyone again. This week I am including in-
formation on the balance of the NO Foods. These are

foods that do serious damage to our bodies, and it’s
good to know what they are. Always check your labels
when it comes to processed foods. The Powers that
Be seem to thrive on poisoning us wherever possi-
ble, changing the names of the ingredients to fool the
public, such as MSG which is now called Natural Fla-
vours. Read everything that you put into your body if
you are having health problems and cut those suckers
out whenever you can. I know it’s tough because these
days there is a loophole in revealing what is in your
ingredient list that manufacturers can get away with
not revealing 10% of the ingredient list. Like WTF?
One thing I have noticed is that even most teas, and
this includes herbal teas, have citric acid in it. Teas
have never needed citric acid to extend shelf life but
for some reason they seem to now. Alas this is what
we are up against. continued on P.14...
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A reminder that all the information I post here is from
the Medical Medium Anthony William materials who
receives this information directly from the Spirit of
Compassion.

His information is hundreds (yes hundreds) of years
ahead of Medical Science. As he says ‘who has time to
wait 100 years for the truth about the causes of chronic
illness.

PS: if you want more detailed information you can
contact me at the email below, or just simply google
Medical Medium and the subject you want to learn
about. He covers just about every medical issue known
to humanity.

MSG

Monosodium glutamate (MSG) is a food additive that’s
used in tens of thousands of products and restaurant
dishes. MSG is a salt that occurs naturally in glutamic
acid (a non-essential amino acid). But there’s nothing
natural about the extreme damage it can do to you.
MSG typically builds up in your brain, going deep into
your brain tissue. It can then cause inflammation and
swelling, kill thousands of your brain cells, disrupt
electrical impulses, weaken neurotransmitters, burn
out neurons, make you feel confused and anxious, and
even lead to micro-strokes. It also weakens and injures
your central nervous system. MSG is especially harmful
if you have an illness that involves your brain or central
nervous system. However, there are no circumstances
under which it’s good for you. As a result, this is an
additive you should always avoid. Because MSG is in-
cluded in countless products, it’s essential to read food
labels carefully. It’s also important to know what to
look for. MSG is often “hidden” on labels because of its
deservedly bad reputation. The following terms usually
mean that MSG is an ingredient: glutamate, hydro-
lyzed, autolyzed, protease, carrageenan, maltodextrin,
sodium caseinate, balsamic vinegar, barley malt, malt
extract, yeast extract, brewer’s yeast, corn starch, wheat
starch, modified food starch, gelatin, textured protein,
whey protein, soy protein, soy sauce, broth, bouillon,
stock, and seasoning.

Natural Flavours

Any ingredient with a name like natural flavouring is
hidden MSG. Natural cherry flavour,natural orange
flavour, natural lemon flavour, natural fruit flavour...
they’re not just fruit extracts, and they’re not your

friends. The same goes for smoke flavour, turkey fla-
vour, beef flavour, natural peppermint flavour, natural
maple flavour, natural chocolate flavour, natural vanilla
flavour, and all their “natural” and “flavour”-ful cousins.
(Although pure vanilla extract is safe to use.) Each type
of natural flavour potentially contains multiple biohaz-
ards and chemical compounds. Natural flavouring has
slipped under the radar and been allowed into thou-
sands of health food store products that are advertised
as good, safe, and healthy for you and your children.
Moms, take heed. Natural flavours are one of the newest
and stealthiest now-you-see-it-now-you-don’t tricks for
hiding MSG. Take care reading labels so you and your
family can avoid this hidden ingredient.

Artificial Flavours

Artificial flavours can represent any of thousands of
chemicals that were birthed in a lab. Don't take risks
by consuming them. As much as possible, the best you
can, stay away from chemical additives.

Artificial Sweeteners

Most artificial sweeteners act as neurotoxins because
they contain aspartame. This can disrupt your neurons
and your central nervous system. Long-term, artificial
sweeteners can cause neurological breakdowns and
strokes in your brain. If you crave sweets, eat as much
fruit as you like. Fruit fights disease and has powerful
healing properties.

Citric Acid

Compared to the other additives in this chapter, citric
acid isn’t so bad. That said, it’s very irritating to the
linings of the stomach and the intestinal tract, so it can
create a lot of inflammation and discomfort if you're
sensitive to it. Citric acid (the additive) is not the

same thing as naturally occurring acid in citrus. Try not
to confuse the two. Citrus itself is a healing food. The
isolated ingredient citric acid, however, is often corn
derived. Especially if you're experiencing any kind of
stomach pain, keep an eye out for citric acid on ingredi-
ent labels and consider skipping foods that include it”
Thanks so much for reading and if you have further
questions I can be reached at jeansdreams@yahoo.com.
Next week I hope to talk about the morning cleanse
program which is a good place to start loving your liver
back to health. &




Letters to the Editor

‘.PN ON

A letter in last week’s Grapevine reminded
me that I have been meaning to give some
feedback for the writer, Quinn Ireland. Seeing
what I knew to be a youth writing in the local
paper was a breath of fresh air. It reminded me
of when I learned to write a character sketch in
school. It reminded me of a time when I wrote
for pleasure, without feeling that I had to earn a
paycheque from it, or an award, or a spot on the
bestseller list.

I'm sure I'm not the only one who is sick and
tired of adults and their never-ending opinions,
not just the letters, editorials, columns, and
feuds in the local papers, but in all media. We're
all so opinionated and sooo intelligent and so
hypocritical and so damned boring. Maybe the
bright young voices of Denman Island should
start their own paper. It could feature writing,
drawings, photos of other artistic creations

and inventions, links to musical compositions,
etc. I would much rather learn about what the
future world changers are thinking, feeling, and
making than have to hear the tired, regurgitated
arguments of “adults” ad nauseam. It’s pretty
obvious that we're not going to change each oth-
ers minds, anyway, at least not that way.

So thank you Quinn, for reminding me to do
what is enjoyable. For years now I've been
sporadically working on a children’s book and a
sci-fi TV series. It’s sporadic because I get stuck
in perfectionism and self-doubt, but you've in-
spired me to keep going because when I do it, I
love it, so I'll just do it for the love of it, with no
expectations in mind. And though there very
well might be a bestseller in you, (or me) I fig-
ure that as long as you're doing what you love,
you've already succeeded because you've carved
out a little bit of happiness in this life. So cheers
to you for sharing your voice. Thank you!

Carie McGregor ?

L]
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Public Funding Demands Public Accountability in Den-
man’s Fibre Project

CityWest’s recent update on the Denman Island fibre
expansion highlights real progress, but it also raises serious
concerns about transparency and accountability in a project
largely funded by public money.

While the announcement presents the latest $2.1 million
budget increase as a CityWest investment, approximately $1.7
million of that funding comes from the Province’s Connect-
ed Coast program. From the outset, this project has relied
primarily on public funds: roughly $5.6 million from the
Province and $760,000 from the CVRD, representing only
about 10% of the initial $7.6 million project cost. CityWest is
delivering this service as part of a public-private partnership,
not a purely private venture.

Given this level of public investment, the exclusion of dozens
of Denman households from service is deeply troubling. In
2026, fibre connectivity underpins not only internet access
but also modern telephone and cellular services. Leaving
residents without access would be unacceptable if this were

a phone exchange or cell tower, and it should be no more
acceptable now.

The referendum that passed with overwhelming support
reflected a community mandate for island-wide connectivity,
not a partial build. If additional funding is required to reach
remaining homes, that discussion must be transparent and
inclusive, allowing residents and elected officials to make
informed decisions.

Public money demands public accountability. Denman Is-
landers deserve clear information, open communication, and
a credible plan to ensure no one is left behind in our shared
digital future.

L]

Stephen Hawkins &

H aving read the Grapevine's "Letters to the Editor" of Feb-
ruary 5th, 2026 I was left confused with several questions:

1. The exchange between Keith Porteous and Dr. Stephen
Malthouse does not look like actual Letters to the Editor but
more like part of a private conversation?

2. If you can confirm that what you have published is actually
part of a private exchange, has this been done with Dr. Malt-
house's permission?

3. For the sake of objectivity and for the unbiased readers'
wish to form his/her own independent thoughts and opinion,

I believe it will be helpful, Letters Continued on page 16...
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Letters Continued from page 15...

if not essential to release Dr. Malthouse's original , uncen-
sored Letter to the Editor that has been denied publication.
4. Without proper context, the above mentioned exchange does
not make much sense.

Sincerely, Christiane Brown

Publisher's Note:

In support of the clarity Christiane requested, we replied directly
to her. As stated in our preamble to Malthouse's revised letter in
last week's issue, we had asked for a revision to his submissions
because they transgressed TIG's editorial policies. We took his
response as his revision.

At no time has Stephen Malthouse requested confidentiality in
his correspondence with TIG. Some of his views about indigenous
reconciliation efforts are touched on in his revised response to us,
but are less explicit than the original.

We will not be publishing his original submission because it
violates TIGS editorial policies. Anyone can be published in TIG,
but we insist they do so within the papers guidelines. Everyone
who submits content that doesn't meet the standard of TIG's EP is
offered the opportunity to revise it.

Mike Van Santvoord, Publisher and Editor &

L]

I applaud The Islands Grapevine for its positive contribution
to our community.

Our teenage writer’s work is a blessing, a joy and a toast to the
future.

Mike always supports Free Speech and the exchange of ideas,
wholeheartedly.

Our beloved newspaper will continue to change and evolve.
New writers appear.

Old ones return.

In the near future, we may face new challenges.

We will need to stand together as a community.

Heal divides and Help each other through the changes that
may be coming.

L]

(Peri) Perri Gorrara ?

Opposition to Bylaw 250, 254 & 255

I am opposed to Bylaw 250, 254 and 255
until such time as the Denman Island Local
Trust Committee has completed a Growth
Limits Study to determine how many people
our island can support and still protect the
values for which the Islands Trust was creat-
ed. The initial first step would be to conduct
a Build-out Study to determine how many
homes (or residences) are now allowed on
Denman under current zoning. This includes
lots that are not yet built on and properties
that are zoned to be divided. Multiplying the
number of allowed residences by the capacity
of each dwelling will provide an estimate of
the likely number of people to be living here
when all lots are developed.

Although, determining when a population is
“"too many" for a given area is not defined by
a fixed number, but rather by the carrying
capacity—the point at which the environ-
ment can no longer sustainably support the
population with necessary resources (food,
water, energy) and infrastructure.

Even though the increase from residential
units at this R4 zoned property is only 4, the
proposed increases in floor area, outbuild-
ings and the permitting of secondary suites
in all residential units could have a huge im-
pact on the number of total occupants. More
occupants equals more resources needed
and even though the impact is lessened by
rainwater catchment, composting toilets etc.
there is always a negative carbon footprint
created, resulting in loss of biodiversity, and
deforestation.

The rural aspect of island geography is a val-
ued and integral part of the islands’ life and
communities which also helps to protect the
rare and fragile ecosystems found on the gulf
islands, which are

becoming all the more valuable as develop-
ment pressures eradicate similar ecosystems

1 sur Letters Continued on page 17...
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Letters Continued from page 16... nized infrastructure deficit.

rounding areas on the mainland and Vancouver
Island. Local infrastructure such as our parks,
roads, schools, community halls, garbage col-
lection, recycling center, medical clinic, fire and
rescue service and ambulance are all at risk of
becoming overtaxed if we don't heed our carry-

ing capacity.

For our LTC to rubber stamp these significant changes for
5201 Denman Road sets a precedent and could potential-

ly mean that other land cooperatives, cluster housing etc.
would also receive the same approval, but without knowing
Denman's Carrying Capacity, we're setting ourselves up for
failure.

Bill 44 requires all municipalities to update
zoning bylaws putting pressure on our nearby

It's hard to “preserve and protect” once you've opened the

communities that we rely on for hospitals, police, fo0d gates!
ferries, colleges, universities, transit etc. Based on
recent data, infrastructure in British Columbiais  Eding Johnston

not currently adequate to handle the rapid pop-
ulation growth, resulting in a significant, recog-

5271 Chrisman Rd.
Denman Island, BC ?

If You Think Our Rulers Do Bad

Things In Secret, Wait Til You See
What They Do Out In The Open

Caitlin Johnston
February 9th, 2026

They launched a live-streamed genocide in full
view of the entire world.

They’re openly targeting civilian populations with
siege warfare in Iran and Cuba in full view of the
entire world.

They openly kidnapped the president of a sovereign
nation in full view of the entire world.

They deliberately provoked a horrific and dangerous
proxy war in Ukraine in full view of the entire world.
They spent years actively backing Saudi Arabia’s
monstrous genocidal atrocities in Yemen in full view
of the entire world.

They’re plundering and exploiting the resources and
labor of the global south in full view of the entire
world.

They're killing the biosphere we all depend on for
their own enrichment in full view of the entire world.
They’re circling the globe with hundreds of military
bases to secure planetary domination in full view of
the entire world.

They engage in nuclear brinkmanship and wave
around armageddon weapons like pistols in full view
of the entire world.

People go homeless and die of exposure while bil-
lionaires buy private islands and choose the next
president in full view of the entire world.

Weapons manufacturers lobby for wars and then profit
from the death and destruction they cause in full view of
the entire world.

The president of the United States has repeatedly admit-
ted to being bought and owned by the world’s richest
Israeli in full view of the entire world.

The US Treasury Secretary has been repeatedly admitting
that the US deliberately sparked the violence and unrest
in Iran by methodically immiserating the population via
economic warfare, in full view of the entire world.

I keep seeing people freaking out and asking how it’s pos-
sible that the individuals in the Epstein files haven’t been
arrested for their secret nefarious behavior. And I always
want to ask them, mate, have you seen the nefarious be-
havior they’re engaging in right out in the open?

Pay attention to the Epstein files. Pay attention to what
little we can learn about how these freaks conduct them-
selves behind closed doors. By all means, pay close atten-
tion to these things.

But don’t forget to also pay attention to the far greater
evils they are inflicting in full view of the entire world. ?




« 18 « FEBRUARY 12TH, 2026 * THE ISLANDS GRAPEVINE *

RAD RO NRD
" 2 7 i v |7 [F ¥ [W |11 |12 |17
=1 1d 14 18 LS

|
J'T‘F 1 1 l
70 1 2
ar |
ET]
T
an T
& "
48 a7
T
[T
[E
« ACROSS . 38. Aching «DOWN o 33. Retinal area
39. Did lunch 34, Mountain of
1. Boss on a shield 40. Crowbar, e.g. . Our mil. fliers the Alps

5. Dissembler

9. Large spoon
14. Litigant

15. Competently

16. Bitterly pungent

17. Auxiliary

18. Amusement park

attraction

19. Gallows sight
20. Cold weather
malady

21. Assistant

22. Damascus citizen

23. Super enthusiastic

25. Floating
27. Brunch dish

29. Autocrat of yore

30. Consequently
32. Greyhound
vehicles

33. 11l smelling

34. Cape in New
Jersey

35. Salamanders
36. Answer's choice
37. If not

42. Bat signal

43. Quick greeting
44. Exploiter

45. Bridge seats
46. Powerful rays
48. Put a check on
49. Electronics
devices

51. Borrow
permanently

53. Carry with
effort

56. Arctic dweller
57. Affix an X

58. Comic Reiner
59. French painter
60. Apartment

61. Chinese leader
62. Provide with a
trait

63. Costner role
64. Pond coating

. Comedian Martin 36. Bird's beds

1

2

3. Gracious act 38. Acidic

4. Bobby of the NHL 40. Crescent

5. Cowecatcher shaped opening
6. Footnotes abbr.  41. Author

7. Cooking term Caldwell

8. Bread or booze  42. Ladled lunch
9. Cord for a whistle 45. Colognes
10. Oak item 46. Earthwork
11. In old law, the ~ 47. Au revoir
writ of right 49. FDR coin
12. Actress Kudrow 50. Apartyto
13. Biblical garden 52. Sponsorship,
21. Becomes gray var. ) .
22. Flight part 54. Pakistani
24. Barley beverages tongue

26. Famed fur tycoon55. Latch onto
27. West Indes 57. Baltimore
sorcery paper .

28. Civilian dress  58. Opposite of

30. Ice skater Hughestrans

31. Hearings or
inspections
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Elxteri_or cleia\ning sc]-g_-rvice. Offericr|1g : CLASSIFIED ADS - sDaeIgsrT] \a/‘\r/]iIﬁlcarg?telz%??&rct?gﬂalﬂn%ir?\%
CANE T OO, ron s« G o re il youT
chimneys, siding, awnings, etc. DISCLAIMER: “Denman Island natural

rReesausI?snable rates with professional ![_cl)arngsa.md Alpaca Socks, mitts, and  co4zFkindling” is not intended to di-

. . treat any medical condition.
Call or text Bjorn for free estimate. ~ Naturally warm and wonderful. Egnose " | |
100% Alpaca yarn for knitting. or external use only.
250 465 864!’- Eleeges or spYnning and artv%ork 250-897-8184
. AlAi 00.
GARPENTRY: Alain 550/hr Rose on Denman 250-335-1117  >.COMMUNITY NOTICES e

, .
GUTTERS seamless, supply and install WAGNER FIREWOOD. 2 cords to 9555_'_2,3“85_5'549":°h°“°5 Anonymous

R0 PR, L ek esimtp contact. S50 BT Fext o all ottt

evin a 86 or cell a 0 plus GST. © COMOX VALLEY TRANSITION

250 667 3233. Serving All Areas. 50-334-7323 SOCIETY EMERGENCY CRISIS LINE:
250-338-1227 or Text: 250-218-4034
For more info visit
https://cvts.ca

The Grapevine Print Shop _, %/

ISLANDS,

Printers of and ™€ Flagstone

On Island printing service
Colour or B&EW
Competitive pricing

Inquiries: 250-335-9143 or theislandsgrapevine@gmail.com

( ISLANDS GRAPEVINE EDITORIAL POLICIES \

Opinions expressed in the Grapevine do not
necessarily reflect that of the Publisher.

Inciting violence, hate speech and pejorative language will not be tolerated.

The following is our policy on content: FSELANDS
[ ]

« Profiles of individuals, history, reviews and op-ed are published free of

charge

» Promotional content for products, services, programs, and events will be

published at going advertising rates.

« Public service announcements, notices of meetings, and news releases will be published for a fee. Exceptions
will be made for emergencies where the public is immediately endangered.

» With regret, no exceptions can be made for non-profit status.

o Letters to the Editor are published free of charge.

The Grapevine is happy to provide an open, public forum for all islanders to speak and be heard. We are stead-
fast in our commitment to uphold freedom of expression.

As the record of our times, every issue of the Grapevine is a compilation of that week’s submissions. We do not
editorialize content, nor do we censor. We ask that writers moderate their own content. The Grapevine reserves
the right to edit for brevity.

We are open to contributions from all Denman & Hornby Islanders. If you’ve something to say, send it our way!
\N o copy and paste submissions. In your own words, please! )
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« BUSINESS DIRECTORY -

« (H) Hornby - (D) Denman - (UB) Union Bay -
« (FB) Fanny Bay - (C) Courfenay/Comox -

4 [« REAL ESTATE - INSURANCE « FINANCIAL SERVICES . | A

« Jordan McDonald - Re/Max Ocean Pacific Realty - 6046161137 (D/H)

[ * BUILDING « CONSTRUCTION « |

+ Excavator/Backhoe/Tandem Gravel Truck & Transfer Trailer

Kenny Mather - 250-703-6512 (All) - John Isbister - 250:335-2565 (D)
. Tandem Gravel Truck & Transfer Trailer - Lora Mercieca

+250:650-9986 (D/H)

. Wicked Shovel Excavating & Landscaping - Doug Schmidt «
+250:222:8076 (ALL)
. Ray Ulovec Excavator/Backhoe, ROWP Septic Installer, Land clearing,
ponds, site prep. 250-335-3145 (D/H)
+ DB Excavations « 250-465:1889 - dbexcavations@gmail.com (D)

- Beech & Cedar Homes - construction, renovation & carpentry (D&H)
+250:410-5154

I + SERVICES |

« Peter T. Mason - Land Surveying «757-8788 (All)

+ Able & Ready Septic Pumping Service - 250-338-8822 (D/H)

- Bottled Water Delivery - DenmanWater.ca - 250-228-7161 (D)

L True View Tree Care - Wild Bill - Senior's Discount - 250898 7246

- Beech & Cedar Homes - lawn, landscaping, gutter cleaning & property
maintenance (D&H) -250-410-5154

| « HEALTH & WELLNESS - |

. Spectra Health - Physiotherapy & Therapy « Acupuncture & Traditional
Chinese Medicine, Osteopathy. (D/H) www.spectrahealth.net
or+250:335:2260
+ Massage Clinic - 2796 Northwest Rd. - Levah Kelly « 3352584 (D)
+ Acupuncture - Jenny McCartney, R.Ac - 2505088160

\_ - www.hearfwoodacupuncture.ca (D))
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| FORTNIGHT EVENTS

THURSDAY 12

FRIDAY 13

SATURDAY 14

SUNDAY 15
MONDAY 16

TUESDAY 17

WEDNESDAY 18

THURSDAY 19

FRIDAY 20

SATURDAY 21
SUNDAY 22
MONDAY 23
TUESDAY 24
WEDNESDAY 25

THURSDAY 26

« BOTTLE DEPOT 2-5pm

« CAP SITE Hub Comm. Hall 4-7pm

« FOOD BANK Hub Comm. Hall 4-7pm
« FREE STORE 3-5pm

« Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
+ AA Meeting DIUC Gathering Place 7pm

. Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
« RECYCLING CENTRE 1-5pm
~

(@ HAPPY VALENTINE'S DAY/s.
« Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm

« RECYCLING CENTRE 9:30am-5pm

« BOTTLE DEPOT 9:30am-5pm

\¢ FREE STORE 9-12:30pm )

C )

(< Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm )
« AA Meeting DIUC Gathering Place 7pm
« Volleyball 6:30-8pm School Gym

\¢ Songwriter's Workshop 7pm Hornby Arts Centre )

« Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
¢« Employment Services 9am-3pm DAC

«» Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm

« RECYCLING CENTRE 1-5pm

« BOTTLE DEPOT 2-5pm

« Choose to Move 11:30-12:30 Gathering Place
+» DIGS Meeting 1-3pm The Gathering Place

» DAAC Open Mic 7:30pm Back Hall

("« Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm A
« RECYCLING CENTRE 1-5pm AT
« BOTTLE DEPOT 2-5pm

« CAP SITE Hub Comm. Hall 4-7pm

« FOOD BANK Hub Comm. Hall 4-7pm
« FREE STORE 3-5pm

« Community Choir 2:30pm Back Hall
\; Hornby First Edition Deadline 11:59:59pm )

(< Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm N
« AA Meeting DIUC Gathering Place 7pm
« The Flagstone March Deadline

Q’olsen Moose/Lili's B-Day Bash 7pm Front Hallj

(< Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm )
+ RECYCLING CENTRE 9:30am-5pm

« BOTTLE DEPOT 9:30am-5pm

\¢ FREE STORE 9-12:30pm W,
“ Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm N
« AA Meeting DIUC Gathering Place 7pm

« Volleyball 6:30-8pm School Gym

« Songwriter's Workshop 7pm Hornby Arts Centre )

« Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
» Employment Services 9am-3pm DAC
(< Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm )

« RECYCLING CENTRE 1-5pm
« BOTTLE DEPOT 2-5pm
\¢ Choose to Move 11:30-12:30 Gathering Place )/

(~ Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm N
« RECYCLING CENTRE 1-5pm

« BOTTLE DEPOT 2-5pm

« CAP SITE Hub Comm. Hall 4-7pm

« FOOD BANK Hub Comm. Hall 4-7pm

« FREE STORE 3-5pm

\: Community Choir 2:30pm Back Hall _J
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TAKE ACTION

Your actions are needed to stop
GM garden seeds now.

SEEDS

Ask your seed company and garden
centre to pledge to be non-GMO.

Join the campaign.
cban.ca/SeedsAction

FRUITS AND VEGETABLES

Write to the head office
of your grocery store to ask
them not to sell any GM fruits
or vegetables.

cban.ca/GroceryAction

CANADIAN BIOTECHNOLOGY
ACTION NETWORK

CBAN provides the latest research, updates and
action on GM foods, crops and animals in Canada.

CBAN MEMBERS Canadian Organic Growers,

Council of Canadians, Ecological Farmers of Ontario,
Ecology Action Centre (Nova Scotia), Growers

of Organic Food Yukon, No More GMOs Toronto,
Greenpeace Canada, Inter Pares, National Farmers
Union, GMO Free PEI, Organic Agriculture Protection
Fund of SaskOrganics, SeedChange, Union
Paysanne, Vigilance OGM.

CBAN is a project of MakeWay Charitable Society,
a registered charity.

FOR THE LATEST ACTION AND NEWS,
SUBSCRIBE TO CBAN'S E-NEWS.
CBAN.CA/#SUBSCRIBE

T0 SEND YOUR TAX
DEDUCTIBLE DONATION:
CBAN.CA/DONATE

0 @cban.canadian.biotechnology.action.network
e @biotechaction

@ @cban.action

0 @cbanaction.bsky.social

cban

Canadian
Biotechnology
Action Network

Collaborative Campaigning for Food
Sovereignty and Environmental Justice

CBAN.CA

l!

GM(
GARDEN
SEEDS

JANUARY 2026



THE NEW THREAT OF
GMO GARDEN SEEDS

A new threat to farmers, home gardeners and
seed savers is looming: Genetically engineered
(genetically modified or GM) vegetable seeds
could be marketed to small growers and gardeners
for the first time in Canada in 2026.

Companies are testing the market to launch GM
fruits and vegetables.

WHAT'S AT RISK

» Organic and other non-GMO seed
e The tradition of seed-saving

e Seed biodiversity in Canada

» Preservation of heirloom seeds

e Trustinour seeds

e Some export markets

A THREAT TO SEED BIODIVERSITY
AND SEED SAVERS

If genetically modified garden seeds are sold to
small growers and gardeners across the country,
there is a high likelihood they will contaminate
seed stocks and end up, unwanted, in gardens
and on farms across Canada.

Contamination from genetically modified organisms
(GMOs) is a threat to the tradition and ongoing
practice of seed-saving and the preservation of
heritage seeds. It is also a threat to organic farmers
and the future of organic food because organics
prohibits the use of GMOs.

Companies control these GM seeds through
patents, but we do not know how these companies
will enforce their intellectual property rights. For
example, the genetically modified Purple Tomato™
is patented, but the company Norfolk Healthy
Produce invites people to freely save, replant and
share the seeds from the GM fruit, as long as they
do not sell the fruit, seeds or plants.

GM GARDEN SEEDS COULD COME
T0 CANADA

If gardeners and consumers do not take action
now, there are many genetically modified fruits and
vegetables that could be released into our food
system and seed supply:

+ GM Purple Tomato™ seeds from the US company
Norfolk Healthy Produce (approved 2025)

- GM gene-edited mustard green seeds from
the multinational company Bayer (formerly
Monsanto)*

- GM gene-edited romaine seeds from the
small US company GreenVenus*

- GM gene-edited strawberries from the
multinational company Simplot*

*No government product approval is
required. These gene-edited seeds and
foods will not be assessed for safety by

Health Canada or the Canadian Food
Inspection Agency.

GM SEED ALERT!

GM “Purple Tomato™” seeds are
now on the market in Canada.

GM Foods on the Market in Canada

GM Foods in Canada Where

1. CORN ¢ In processed food, animal feed, and
. avery small amount of GM sweet corn ;
2.CANOLA As oil in processed food, animal feed :
3SOY  Inprocessedfood (notintofuorsoymiks)
4. ALFALFA :

5. SUGARBEET (white)

6. PAPAYA - Imported from the US

7. PINEAPPLE

Animal feed only

Processed into sugar

- Whole pineapples from Del Monte, Costa Rica | Pink coloured flesh

NO GOVERNMENT SAFETY
ASSESSMENTS OR TRANSPARENCY

The Canadian government has removed pre-market
regulation for most GM gene-edited plants if they
do not contain DNA from other species. Unlike

the genetically modified “Purple Tomato” which
contains DNA from snapdragon flowers, most new
GM gene-edited seeds will not go through any
government approval process. This means that
most future gene-edited seeds can be released
without any government environmental or

food safety assessments.

There is also no mandatory requirement for
companies to disclose or identify their unregulated
GM seeds. These GM seeds can be released
without notifying the government or public.
There is no government tracking.

This could lead to the release and spread of
unidentified, unregulated GM seeds and foods.

Gene editing techniques are new ways to
genetically engineer plants and animals to express
new traits. These techniques, such as CRISPR,

aim to delete DNA segments or otherwise change
a DNA sequence. Unlike traditional plant and animal
breeding, genetic engineering makes changes
directly to the genetic make-up of organisms in
the laboratory. cban.ca/gene-editing

What

: Herbicide-tolerant & insect-
resistant

Herbicide-tolerant
Herbicide-tolerant
Herbicide-tolerant & low-lignin
e

- Virus-resistant

cban.ca/gmfoods
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