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AN FUNDRAISER
FOR PALESTINE

By Denman Palestine Solidarity Group

PEN

oin the Denman Palestine Solidarity Group on Thursday, November
13th for a fundraiser for Gaza, featuring a speaker, Sara Kishawi, and
the Oscar-winning film, No Other Land.

DETAILS

o Denman Community Front Hall

o November 13, 2025 - dinner at 5:45 pm followed by Sara’s talk at
6:30 pm and film at 7 pm

« Entry by donation

« Funds raised from this event will be donated to important causes in
Gaza

Featured Speaker: Sara Kishawi

Following a simple supper at 5:45 pm, Sara Kishawi will share her
reflections on the current context in Gaza. Originally from Gaza City,
Sara is a key organizer in the Palestine solidarity movement in Nanai-
mo. She is also one of two Palestinian Muslim students that Vancou-
ver Island University (VIU) chose to discipline and suspend in 2024,
following their involvement in the longest running university solidarity
encampment in Canada. Sara’s activism on campus included putting
up unauthorized posters and organizing sit-ins, and led to her being
suspended retroactively, despite having already graduated.

The suspension was upheld by VIU on an internal appeal, a result that
is currently under judicial review on the basis that it was unreasonably
punitive and violated Kishawi’s Charter rights. The outcome of this
case could set a legal precedent for students sanctioned or punished for
political speech and activities by B.C. universities. It is also concerning
given the systematic suppression of support for Palestine referenced by
the B.C. Civil Liberties Association in a recent statement by the same
name (issued in March, updated June 30, 2025)."

It’s also important in light of disquieting initiatives in Canada, such as
Bill C-9, the Combatting Hate Act.” Critics are concerned about as-
pects of this bill that could see a strengthening of police overreach and
over enforcement in respect of protests in support of Palestinian rights,
beyond what we've already seen. Among the concerns is the vague and
broad wording that empowers police to take discretionary action based
on their interpretation of protesters’ intent as opposed to protesters’
actual actions. As the National Coordinator of the International Civil
Liberties Monitoring Group recently commented, protecting people in
Canada against hate-based incidents is laudable,

but not through legislation that “will create a continued on P.3...
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...continued from P.2
chill against protest and dissent, and risk the criminalization of free expression and free

assembly in Canada”’ TIDE TABLE

- Secondary Tidal Station Ford Cove «
+ Source: tides.gc.ca

Film: No Other Land 2025-10-30 (Thu)
Time PDT (m) (ft)
. . 06:23 1.695 5.6
Winner of the 2025 Oscar for Best Documentary, No Other Land ofters an essential and 14:31 4512 148

unflinching look at life under Israeli military occupation.* 21:22 3194 105

No Other Land co-director Basel 2SS (L)
Time PDT (m) (ft)
Thursday, November 13th Adra has been documenting the 00:43  3.387 I{tl
Denman Community Front Hall expulsion and decimation of his 07:32  1.839 6.0

. O , 1506 4.521 14.8
Fundraiser for Gaza community in the small mountain  |21:45 2825 93
) o village of Masafer Yatta in the south- | 2025-11-01 (Sat)
. . Time PDT
FIIm' No Oiher and ern West Bank since childhood. OZZZ 3.5(1"3 l(f §
QO™ and fqlk bq Sponsored by the Adra’s early memories as a child (l)gigg 421.2(3); ?-469
3o™° Piesive | are plagued with images of Israeli 22:15 2367 78

[ ] ° Solidarity Group
sard K|ShGW| soldiers raiding his home, witness- | 2025-11-02 (Sun)

_ ing his father Nasser, a Palestinian | Time PST (m)  (ft)

r ACADEMY AWARD' . . 03:47 3764 12.3
— WINMER activist, being arrested, and the 09:35 2223 73

LA BT 3 ongoing Israeli military occupation 16:01  4.559  15.0

. - 22:49 1.845 6.1
and settler aggression. By picking 2025-11-03 (Mon)

up his camera, Adra has tirelessly Time PST (m)  (ft)
d d thi li fi d 04:57 4.067 13.3
ocumented this reality of impend- |19.09 2493 82

ing forced removals, bulldozers 16:27  4.606  15.1
destroying homes, and the violence |23:26 =~ 1306 = 4.3
ying > 2025-11-04 (Tue)
that inevitably follows. The film Time PST (m) ~ (ft)
: 06:01 4378 144
takes place prior to October 7,2023, |77 57550 o5
when attention to the region wasin |16:55 4.665 15.3

shorter supply. ZT(i)jcse_lIJ {g 1@5( "(' BVed )(ft)

)

5:45 Simple Supper Sara is a Palestinian-Canadian VIU

6:30 Tall by Sara Kishawi Stueont whe woe tesued o oy e 00:05  0.8110)27
7:00 Film Screening ST NS N | During Adra’s fight to preserve his 07:00  4.664 153
mountain village community, he 352 431:(7)33 igzll
forms an unexpected friendship and alliance with Israeli journalist Yuval Abraham, who 2025-11-06 (Thu)
joins his resistance efforts. It is clear this bond is not one grounded in equity, with Adra géﬁgp ngg'g) 1('{3)
living under occupation and Abraham’ freedom of movement. Yet the relationship that 07:56  4.898 16.1

13:05 3.344 11.0

develops between the two — showing deep care, humanity, and above all how solidarity can
\18:02 4709 154

break down barriers, even during occupation — is at the heart of this piece.
Film co-director - Hamdan Ballal - was in the headlines following the Oscar win in March 2025 following his
forcible disappearance from his home in the occupied West Bank village of Susiya by Israeli soldiers, after he
was assaulted by Israeli settlers attacking Palestinians. Ballal was subsequently released but no one has been held
accountable. The film production team reports that there has been a massive upswing in attacks by settlers and
Israeli forces in the area since the Oscar win.” f

1. https://becla.org/2025/03/becla-statement-against-the-systemic-suppression-of-support-for-palestine/

2. First Reading, September 19, 2025: https://www.parl.ca/Document Viewer/en/45-1/bill/C-9/first-reading

3. National Coordinator of the ICLMG, Tim McSorley

4. Synopsis at https://www.tiff.net/events/no-other-land

5. https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/3/25/oscar-winning-palestinian-director-hamdan-ballal-released-from-de-
tention#:~:text=%E2%80%9CHamdan %20Billal%20was %20forcibly %20disappeared,in%20a%20post%200n%20X
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LCKING QYSTERS:
ORROR OF POLITICS

By Alex Allen

T

'y

Which is scarier? Halloween or politics? One is a
holiday with make-believe frights; the other is a living
nightmare with real frights. Some people - like most
dogs - have an intense fear of Halloween. Others find
politics to be more frightening. I would wager to guess
that many of us, at this timely juncture, are finding
politicians and their politics a bit scary. In fact, if youre
not suffering from political anxiety you're not paying
attention.

Politicians are similar to fireworks. You've got your
Bombettes, Noise Makers, Bursting Torpedoes, Spar-
klers and Flames. Watching politicians and their parties
implode is just as much fun as pyrotechnics. And this
week we are witness to a brilliant display. Now, we can
gloat about our dysfunctional politics up north for a
change. BC politics: The soulless NDP, the ugly Conser-
vatives, and the well-meaning Greens.

For added flavour, let’s throw into the bubbling caul-
dron, a party led by a former Liberal/United MLA and
a party led by one very questionable individual. No
morals? Nasty? White privileged? Yes, you too, can have
your very own political party. It’s alarmingly easy.

Let’s start with BC Conservative leader John Rustad.
Arrogant. Rude. With as much charisma as a slice of
white bread (down from a toaster a year ago), he seems
to have no semblance of empathy or perception. Who-
ever his handlers are, they have not figured out that
this man is beyond grooming (except perhaps a mole
excision).

This week, Rustad’s “management” committee urged
him to step down: “As evidenced by sagging poll num-
bers, memberships, fundraising, a shrinking caucus
and staft, philosophically inconsistent policy, low
morale, and perhaps most importantly, a lack of enthu-
siasm and tepid endorsement from our membership,
your leadership has ceased to serve that purpose.”

Rustad, in his usual myopic way, said that he will not
resign, that it was an “internal matter within the party”

Yes, and -? This all comes after yet another BC Conser-
vative caucus member quit. The latest, Penticton-Sum-

merland MLA Amelia Boultbee, stepped down saying:

“He has invited me to ‘get the F out’ if I don’t like it and
I've taken him up on that offer”

With laser-focused ignorance, Rustad responded, “I can
tell you very clearly as the Conservative Party of British
Columbia and me as leader, we have one direction and
one direction only, which is to bring down this NDP
government.” Unbelievably, Rustad said he believed
Boultbee had found her role as critic for the Ministry
of Children and Family Development stressful and that
she had recently broken down in tears in his office. A
month ago, Mr. Paranoid ordered his MLAs’ phones
searched to determine who was leaking information to
the media.

Vancouver-Quilchena MLA Dallas Brodie was kicked
out of the caucus in March after making comments
mocking residential school survivors. Peace River
North MLA Jordan Kealy and Kelowna-Lake Coun-
try-Coldstream MLA Tara Armstrong resigned shortly
after in solidarity. Elenore Sturko, MLA for Surrey-Clo-
verdale, now an Independent, was drop-kicked in
September “for not being a team player”

Les Leyne wrote, “It would take a miracle to arrest the
momentum. Rustad staying on as leader would create
new levels of weirdness in a party that has had more
than its share. But the party has set records for strange
behaviour every other week for the last year, so nothing
can be ruled out”

One-direction Rustad fired his communications officer,
Lindsay Shepherd, at the beginning of October after
she posted: “The Orange Shirt and the Orange Flag
perpetuate untruths about Canadian history, such as
the grandest lie of all that 215 children’s graves were
unearthed in Kamloops. It is a disgrace that this fake
flag flies in front of the provincial parliament buildings,
and it is a disgrace to see the shirt of lies framed promi-
nently and permanently beside the coat of arms so that
locals and tourists cannot view our insignia without
having their eye drawn and redirected to the Orange
shirt”

And have the O
nd now we have the ne continued on P.5...




...continued from P.4
BC, started by disgraced MLA Dallas Brodie along with
MLAs Armstrong and Kealy who accused Rustad of
diluting Conservative values. Since then, the dynamic
trio have pushed for such legislation as repealing the
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and
ending sexual orientation and gender identity policies in
schools.

One BC’s Brodie, with bald-headed bravado, just pro-
posed a bill to prevent publicly funded employees from
making Indigenous land acknowledgements. “Land
acknowledgements are the anthem of a suicidal nation,”
she said. “They’re recited in classrooms, boardrooms,
and before virtually every public event. They’re repeat-
ed ritualistically to instill the belief that our country is
illegitimate, that Canada has no right to exist, that our
ancestors are evil, and that our history must be abrogat-
ed.” Brodie added, the acknowledgements are a “groom-
ing exercise to encourage British Columbians to acqui-
esce into the surrender of their own land and accept that
they do not have power over their own resources in this
province.”

The bill was defeated on a vote of 85 to five failing to
pass first reading. Sources say it's unusual for a private
members’ bill to fail on first reading, but not surprising,
considering this is the second One BC bill to be voted
down so far this session. The first was a bill to stop doc-
tors from providing puberty blockers to minors.

If that’s not enough, Brodie is promoting a documentary
called “Making a Killing: Reconciliation, Genocide, and
the Plunder of Canada” which criticizes “the reconciling
industry as a lucrative guilt campaign that has funnelled
billions of tax dollars, often under false pretenses.”
Former BC Green MLA Adam Olsen, reacted to the
ongoing ignorance: “I feel for all our relatives who have
to confront these kind of messages and have their entire
history questioned in such a mean-spirited way.’

One thing is sure, Brodie and her party will be constant-
ly haunting Rustad on who wears the rightful right-wing
crown. The other party, Centre BC, created by former
MLA Karin Kirkpatrick, are offering a “more pragmat-
ic, moderate” option to the shape-shifting NDP. Eby,
known for his ruthlessness is floundering. He has no cli-
mate policy. He's not interested in conserving old growth
forest. He’s fast-forwarding mining applications with no
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environmental foresight. Even the $12 billion budget
is over the top. The NDP have failed in so many areas,
from housing affordability to the opioid crisis, one has
to question why they even exist.

José Maria de Eca de Queiroz, the Portuguese novelist
and diplomat, wrote presciently in the 1880s: “Poli-
ticians and diapers have one thing in common. They
should both be changed regularly, and for the same

»
reason.

What’s going on in this world - both locally and be-
yond - is without question scary. It shows that there
is true evil and that there is real horror and most of
it's happening in the murky world of politics. Be very

afraid. ?

/ N\
DENMAN #
CONSERNVANC.Y |
ASSOCIATION ——

Denman Conservancy Association

The DCA is now looking to hire someone to both
organize and do the publicity for the 2026 Home
and Garden Tour which will be held on June 13/14,
2026.

The coordinator position involves locating and
choosing the properties that are on the tour, orga-
nizing volunteers, working with the homeowners,
and ensuring the tour runs smoothly.

The publicity portion of the job requires designing
and publishing the tour promotional poster and
map of homes, social media postings, ticket sales,
and the creation and publishing of tour materials in
traditional media including press releases, etc.

The contract would be ideal for someone who has
experience organizing a studio or art tour.

This is a contract position and can be split between
two or more individuals.

If you are interested please email the DCA at

\ info@denmanconservancy.org. /
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Dear David,

So sorry to hear of the abuse you were forced to
endure by the liberal identitarian cult you encoun-
tered in Vermont (and elsewhere.). They are no kind
of leftists in our view. The irony of their authoritar-
ian views is completely lost on them, and most of
their acolytes. Many good people are too afraid to
speak up for fear of being targeted themselves, as is
the resulting chilling effect of such smears and false
accusations.

Those of us who bring the Islands Grapevine newspa-
per to the residents of Denman and Hornby Islands
and beyond have received similar treatment by the
performative liberal "left”, as they populate the local
tax funded organizations and have diverted all the
tax funded advertising support away from us with
the stated intent of causing our paper to fold its small
business and community information service. We
have survived this abuse, with reputations badly
tarnished.

We are clearly aligned with leftist perspectives, and
have been prominently anti bigotry, anti-war, and
anti censorship, with visible and consistent support
for the queer community. Our crime? We printed an
article from a queer aligned local feminist woman
who shared her experience of sexual assault, where
she objected to a change in Canadian prison laws
that allowed convicted male rapists to declare them-
selves as trans women in order to be transferred to a
woman's prison.

The article did not violate our anti-bigotry editorial
policy and we state clearly that the publisher and
editors do not necessarily agree with every view
expressed in our weekly community paper. No matter
to the fake left identitarian cult. They've been hell-
bent on cancelling us for the last 2 years.

We would like your permission to reprint your
substack piece on your Vermont experience and we
would be ever so grateful.

In solidarity,

The Islands Grapevine

FSCAPE FRoM VERMONT

=~

2]

E Is there a Chronically-online Identitarian Cult
= Lurking in the Green Mountains?
5 Let's Investigate
S By David Rovics
& October 25th, 2025

. REBEL SONGS

Free the Imagination

f -] fdid

I am so outraged at the Steering Committee of Jewish
Voice for Peace Vermont that I have to either hit someone
or write an essay, so after a long and hard consideration of
the available options, I have decided to do the latter.
Portlandia is thoroughly entrenched in Vermont. No
surprise there. Like Oregon, Vermont is overwhelmingly
white. White people left to their own devices tend towards
the formation of identitarian cults, as evidenced by places
like the Pacific Northwest, Minnesota, and Vermont, to
take three very prominent examples of places that are full
of this sort of thing.

The cults start on the internet, generally, and then have a
way of spreading into certain parts of the US -- especially
parts that are isolated from the realities of major urban
areas, and lack diversity. These conditions seem to make

a lot of white people more susceptible to the online trolls
and algorithms which seem to supersede their capacity for
critical thought.

Given these sorts of dynamics in especially online sectors
of US society, it's no wonder that an entity like a JVP steer-
ing committee would be especially vulnerable to them,
since JVP, like the overwhelming majority of US Jews, is
overwhelmingly white.

Whether any of my hypothesizing here is accurate or not
doesn’t matter. I'm just thinking aloud about what drives
people to engage in cancellation campaigning and other
related toxic endeavors. Why are so many people on what
remains of the US left so ready to act like absolute carica-
tures that could have easily appeared in one of the more
outrageous episodes of Portlandia, or in a Fox News hit
piece?

Before I share with you the written version of the Vermont
Steering Committee’s cancellation efforts, a little more
context seems appropriate.

They accuse me of making transphobic comments with-
out specifying what any of them

(LY LI

continued on P.7...




...continued from P.6
supposedly were. They accuse me of defending Nazis.
Their evidence for these accusations is a hyperlink to a
blog post of mine where I talk about the circular firing
squad that they are participating in. They don’t even
provide us with out-of-context quotes that supposedly
illustrate my transphobia or defense of Nazis.

These are the most outrageous sorts of accusations
anyone can make against someone like me, and these
sorts of outlandish accusations made by the steering
committee of an organization call for a response by the
accused.

The reality, for anyone who has attended a random
selection of my shows in any of the countries I've
toured in over the past many years, is obvious and
fairly visible. At most any of my shows, my audiences
are unmistakably disproportionately trans and Jewish,
sometimes both at the same time. At least 10% of any
given audience I play for in places like the US or En-
gland or Denmark is likely to be trans, and the trans
audience members are often some of my biggest fans,
who sing along the most to songs like “I'm A Better
Anarchist Than You.” By the same token, in any region
with a significant Jewish population, and even in coun-
tries with a very small Jewish population, my audiences
are likely to be vastly disproportionately Jewish, often
much more than 10%, and in the New York or London
regions, often much more than that.

Why is such a disproportionate percentage of my audi-
ence trans and Jewish? Why is everyone who comes to
any of my shows anywhere always against fascism, and
often very deeply opposed to it?

Here are the answers:

The trans community everywhere, from my vast expe-
rience, is overwhelmingly leftwing. This, and the fact
that I have written songs supporting trans people that
many trans people cherish, is why a disproportionate
percentage of my audience is trans.
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paign against a Jewish antifascist musician with a large
trans following for being a transphobic Nazi sympathiz-
er.

Sounds crazy? That's because it is. The internet does
this sort of thing to people, it’s not their fault for being
this way. There are active trolls out there working for
the FBI/Antifa spreading all kinds of angry lies about
me, along with lots of Zionist trolls doing the same
thing, though generally far less effectively than the
backstabbers of the FBI/Antifa dumpster-burning and
backstabbing brigades. When people in a sleepy little
town in Vermont suddenly get inundated with bile from
Portlandia or Washington, DC or Tel Aviv or wherever
its coming from, they naturally feel like they’re being
ganged up on by a bunch of people with very strong
opinions about me, whether real or manufactured, be-
cause that’s exactly what they’re experiencing.

From my again vast experience with this sort of thing,
when people get attacked online like that, and them-
selves threatened with cancellation of all kinds, as ’'m
sure would have been the case with various actors in
this instance, there is the option of telling the trolls to
fuck off, unequivocally, which I've noticed actually often
makes them go away, or at least change their tactics. But
there is a strong tendency to buckle under this pressure
and agree with everything the trolls say, hoping they’ll
then leave you alone.

And then there are those who are already in what the
hosts of the podcast, Fucking Canceled call “the nexus,’
who already are adherents to the puritanical cult of can-
cellation-campaigning and safety and security culture
and vetting everyone for their potential past misdeeds
whenever the opportunity arises. And the trolls make
sure it arises!

Whatever turned JVP’s Vermont steering committee
into a profoundly dysfunctional identitarian cult of
cancellation-campaigning, I can only wonder (which is

A disproportionate percentage of my audience is Jewish partially what I'm doing here with this missive).

because the left is disproportionately Jewish, and I'm a
leftwing person of Jewish lineage singing songs against
fascism, today and historically. Also lots of Jews are es-
pecially motivated by opposition to Israeli fascism, and
I sing about that a lot.

My audience is, by the same token, overwhelmingly
antifascist and even anticapitalist, and definitely an-
ti-imperialist, because I am, and that’s what my body of
a thousand or so songs are all about.

The Steering Committee of Vermont JVP obviously
wouldn’t know about any of this, and apparently they
don't need to, before embarking on a cancellation cam-

But here’s what the steering committee wrote, and what
a steering committee member shared with JVP’s public
discussion list.

Jewish Voice for Peace Vermont-New Hampshire
stands unequivocally with the Trans community. For
those who do not know, members of JVP VT-NH had
organized a benefit concert for Middle East Children’s
Alliance featuring folk artist, David Rovics. When

the concert was planned, organizers were unaware of
Rovics’ extensive history of making transphobic state-
ments. To learn more, please visit https://davidrovics.

substack.com/p/the-social-engi- continued on P.S..
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neering-of-the-circular (TW: transphobia and defense
of nazis).

We apologize to everyone harmed by our partnership
with him. Now that we know about his transphobia,
the steering committee no longer endorses the concert
and recommends cancellation. If the concert happens,
the steering committee would like an announcement
stating the concert is not endorsed by JVP VT/NH to
be read before the performance. We will not be the
first to cancel one of his shows for this exact reason, so
there is precedent for such action.

Because the concert is so soon, October 25, it is highly
unlikely we can book another artist, but we are open
to planning a new concert in the future with stronger
vetting practices.

The concert was a benefit for the Middle East Chil-
dren’s Alliance (MECA). If you choose not to go to the
show (or if it gets canceled) donations to MECA are
strongly encouraged.

But wait, it gets better.

After the steering committee circulated this missive,
my old friend who had initially undertaken to organize
a gig for me during this ongoing visit to the north-
eastern US was intent on organizing the gig anyway,
without the sponsorship of JVP.

That's when someone initiated an effort to pressure the
venue to cancel the event, and pull the rug out from
under the organizer.

This is exactly the same thing the group, UK Lawyers
for Israel, has done to try to shut down my gigs in
England. Pressure venues
to shut down gigs and not
host antisemitic perform-
ers. Though the Vermont
steering committee doesn't
call this Jew an antisemite
-- just pro-Nazi. With no
explanation. At least UK
Lawyers for Israel provide
an explanation, in the form
of the titles to all of the
songs on my first album
about the Gaza genocide --
the one which Israel contin-
ues to carry out, as the JVP
steering committee tries

to get a benefit for Gaza
canceled.

The organizer saved the

event from being canceled, in a sense, but not in a
sense that made any sense at all to me.

To speak in the language that identitarians love to use,
I am a victim of abusers. Cancellation campaigning,
trolling, spreading false rumors and lies, these are all
forms of bullying, which is a form of abuse. They are
also McCarthyite forms of abuse, intended to rob a
person of both their reputations and their livelihoods.
The behavior is despicable, abhorrent, and a prime ex-
ample of why the left is shrinking so rapidly for so long
in this country.

The abusers then present themselves as victims, or
allies of victims. But I am not any of the things they
baselessly claim I am. I am a victim of their McCarthy-
ite abuse.

As an abuse victim well aware that I am an abuse
victim, and seething with appropriate levels of rage as
a result of being a victim of the JVP Vermont steer-
ing committees abusive behavior, I was flabbergasted
when my old friend, the original organizer of the gig,
explained to me in an email that the reason why the
venue hadn't canceled on him was because he was
promising there would be dialogue between me and
my accusers.

I am a big supporter of dialogue. Ironically, it is my
support for dialogue that is the origin of the false
allegations about me being a Nazi sympathizer. In the
eyes of Rose City Antifa, the accelerationist wackos of
IGD ("It's Going Down”), and apparently also the JVP
Vermont steering committee’s

puritanical end of the left, I continued on P.9...
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made the terrible error of talking to a couple of
people they all consider to be members of the
right or antisemites, and I did so publicly, on my
YouTube channel. The interviews are still there,
you're welcome to watch them, but you won't find
any of the accusations against me substantiated if
you do. You will, however, find dialogue of a sort
that might make some people uncomfortable --
and of a sort that I and most sane people I know
agree is vitally important to be having right now.
But dialogue with people who have actively been
trying to get my gig canceled? Dialogue with
people who are only having this dialogue because
they failed to get the gig canceled? Dialogue with
my abusers, who have just finished punching me
in the face, and then punching me in the gut after-
wards? No. I'm not Gandhi. That kind of dialogue
is for someone else. The only dialogue I'm inter-
ested in with people who make such accusations
against me is the kind involving apologizing to
me, and explaining to me why their behavior was
abhorrent. When I discovered that my friend’s
plan was to sort of ambush me with this phony
effort at dialogue with my abusers, it was I who
canceled the gig. No thanks.

If you do watch the interviews I've done with
people Antifa/IGD thinks should never be “plat-
formed,” then you'll start to see the massive
conundrum I'm in, as a victim of the abusive
behavior of the cancellation-happy organizations
or networks characterized by Antifa, IGD, and the
Vermont JVP steering committee.

That is, how many hours of my interviews with
other people do you need to put yourself through
before determining that all of the accusations
against me are baseless? And how many of my
hundreds of essays do you need to read to figure
out the same (including the one they link to)?
How many of the darling of Rose City Antifa’s
Shane Burley’s unreadable and possibly AI-gen-
erated tracts about me do you need to read before
you realize that he’s a cancel culture lunatic guru
and not worth paying any attention to?

Figuring out why the accusations are nutty is a
full-time job, and no one has time for that. That’s
what makes cancellation-campaigning such an
effective tactic. The truth doesn’t matter. The tactic
is all that matters. The tactic itself creates a dark
cloud around its victims, whether the people en-
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Employment Services
Services d'emploi

Work

November 2025 / novembre 2025

Available by appointment only / Sur rendez-vous seulement

Mondays 9am - 3:00 pm / lundi 9h a 15h

Date Location

November [/ novembre 3 Denman Island

November [ novembre 10 Denman Island

November [ novembre 17 Denman Island

November [ novembre 24 Denman Island

dominiqueeceas.ca / 250-334-3119
www.workbccentre-courtenay.ca
Denman Island: (Behind Hardware Store) 1071 Northwest Rd/Hornby Island: 2155 B Sollans Rd

Services offered in French and English / Services disponibles en anglais et en frangais

(TTE Mg

gaging in it are freelance leftwing cult members, FBI provo-
cateurs, or working in a Mossad troll farm somewhere.

For whatever it's worth, by my observation, the extent of
the insanity of the kinds of accusations floating around
about me and so many of my friends who have experienced
exactly the same sort of thing over the past decade espe-
cially would not be possible without the aid of active online
cults, troll farms, and especially social media algorithms
that drive conflict into our feeds and suppress any efforts at
reasonable discourse.

If there’s any hope for our society, it will begin when we all
collectively abandon all of the corporate platforms. I wish I
could afford to be the first to do it, but I can't. Quite possibly
they’ll cancel me first anyway, for the same sorts of baseless
reasons as JVP’s Vermont steering committee has sought to
do. I've already been permanently demonetized by YouTube
and had albums removed from Spotify, so they are indeed
in great company, and indeed aren't the first to try to cancel
me, as they accurately state.

On another note, if you know my mother, Anne, and have
anything you want to say to her before she dies, likely in the
very near future, feel free to pass a message for her on to

e o8

David Rovics has twice performed on Denman Island.
Most recently last Spring. His April 26th show featuring in
Grapevine Issue #1679
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FEW ANECROTES
A GARBAGE,

By Rosa Telegus
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Lunch was a catered buffet served in the boardroom of the Comox
Valley Regional District office in Courtenay. This was the time Lind-
say chose to dump three large black plastic bags of garbage on the floor
in front of us - us being the Regional Solid Waste Advisory Commit-
tee. Lindsay is not a homeless gal. She is a CVRD outreach person
and was with stunning flair making a point. She spent the next ten
minutes while we chomped through roast potatoes and chicken and

a Greek salad sorting the garbage that she and her crew had collected
around Courtenay. The bags contained mostly recyclables and com-
post, and not much actual garbage that should be buried in a landfill.
Smell? It’s those organics, coffee grounds, vegetable peelings, and
trashed desserts that smell, the methane generators. Or, let’s call
them the climate changers. However, luckily there were no disposable
diapers in those bags that Lindsay brought in. If there had been, the
room would have emptied.

Back on Denman - a dutiful unknown Denmanite, or perhaps it was
a visitor not knowing where to take it, recently dropped off a bag of
garbage at the Recycling Centre - after hours. Garbage, not recycling,
containing a used disposable diaper. Horrible for our Recycling Cen-
tre workers. But: diapers - a favourite food of bears! Bear candy! I
have seen bits of diapers, cleaned of their contents, hanging off trees
around dumps. Us Ministry of Environment inspectors could recog-
nize the smell for miles away.

“Bear,” wed say as we drove in.

Watching Lindsay go through those bags of garbage reminded me of
my days at MOE in Kamloops where, in addition to bears, illegal gar-
bage dumping was a problem. We would go through bags of garbage
looking for what? Not recyclables but envelopes or bills with names
and addresses and phone numbers. Amazingly, this always worked to
lead us to who dumped the garbage.

And now to Comox: I have a ninety-nine year old friend, Ann, who
continues to compost.

“Every morning I eat an orange,” she told me. “Then I snip up the peel
and put it around my peach tree” Her lovely peach tree is abundant
with ripe fuzzy peaches in late summer. “Enough to fill my freezer and
last the whole year,” Ann continues. “Perhaps the oil from the orange
peel does the trick?” I reply.

I prefer to dwell on the glee I see on Ann’s face as she shows me the
earth around her peach tree, bright orange with snipped peel.

“Yes, I get it,” I say, meaning her attitude, I guess, and her care and
thought about where her orange peels go. This could be the secret to a

long life! ?
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Fiction/Satire

D ear Editor,

We demand changes to the Grape-
vine's editorial policies. If you don't
follow our guiding principles (below),
we'll continue our advertising boycott
that withholds all publicly tax fund-
ed local advertising from The Islands
Grapevine..

GUIDING PRINCIPLES

1.As neuro-curious allies,The Islands
Grapevine acknowledges our privilege
before speaking in this safe, con-
sent-based conversational space.

2.The Grapevine only sees sentient be-
ings on diverse evolutionary timelines.
3.The Grapevine will assure our com-
munity newspaper is inclusive for all
energy forms, including those who
identify as ambient light.

4.The Grapevine will now refer to Hal-
loween as ‘Intercultural Awareness and
Post-Colonial Reflection Day."

5.The Grapevine will no longer use
big words — it's a micro-aggression
against pre-verbal consciousness.

The Grapevine will also adjust its
language as a result of our newfound
training in nonviolent communication.
(eg. the tree didn’t fall — it self-low-
ered in resistance to the anthropocen-
tric forestry-industrial complex.)

The Grapevine acknowledges that the
bullying behaviour of a few hostile and
privileged neighbours is as a result of
them navigating late-stage capitalism.
Instead of being cancelled, The Grape-
vine will now describe it as a "commu-
nity-driven accountability redistribu-
tion."

Sincerely, and with extreme prejudice,

Melanie Ridgeback é




PENMAN [SLAND BULLETIN BOARD
RECLARES JTSELF "BEACON QF KINDNESS,”
IMMERIATELY FRUPTS INTQ C
OVER T98T CAT POS
By Staff Satirist, The Islands Grapevine

DENMAN ISLAND, BC — The Denman Island
Bulletin Board Facebook page, long touted as the
“heart of the community” and “a safe space for re-
spectful discussion,” has once again demonstrated its
unique talent for transforming mild inconvenience
into full-blown moral warfare.

The group, which claims to “foster connection and
share helpful local information,” was thrown into
chaos Tuesday after a resident posted a photo of a cat
“possibly lost or just really chill” Within 14 minutes,
the post had devolved into a 168-comment thread
featuring accusations of “toxicity,” “censorship,” and at
least three separate references to the Magna Carta.
“This group is about compassion and respect,” de-
clared one admin in a post pinned above a 400-com-
ment thread titled “‘Who Keeps Taking the Recycling
Bins?” “We welcome all voices — except the rude, the
negative, and anyone who disagrees with me in even a
nuanced way.’

Longtime residents say the page has become a vital
community resource for finding plumbers, reporting
ferry delays, and settling centuries-old philosophical
questions through personal attacks.

“It’s incredible,” said local potter Fiona Drift, who was
banned for asking where to buy tofu. “One minute
you're just trying to share that the Co-op has oat milk
again, and the next, someone’s accusing you of corpo-
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rate fascism.”

Observers note that the Bulletin Board’s moral compass
swings wildly depending on who's holding it. Self-de-
scribed “gentle souls” have been seen publicly shaming
neighbors for tone, font choice, and “energetic aggres-
sion,” while others rally around slogans like ‘Communi-
ty, Compassion, and Consequences.

One moderator, speaking under the pseudonym Peace-
fulDolphin49, defended the group’s approach. “We don’t
silence anyone,” she said. “We simply remove comments
that make people uncomfortable, question authority, or
use the word ‘however. That’s not censorship — that’s
curating good vibes.”

A recent poll of islanders revealed that 92% read the
Bulletin Board “religiously;” while 87% claim they “hate
it but can’t look away.” Anthropologists have proposed
the page be preserved as a digital heritage site docu-
menting “peak small-town drama.”

Despite frequent declarations of “no more negativity,”
the group shows no sign of slowing its descent into
self-parody. Sources report that a new rule banning
“passive-aggressive language” has already sparked heat-
ed debate over whether the phrase “Have a lovely day”
qualifies as an attack.

In a recent update, moderators invited members to join
a new spinoff page, Denman Island Bulletin Board: The
Kindness Reboot, described as “a drama-free zone for
community harmony” Within hours, the group had
splintered into three factions: True Kindness, Kindness
Uncensored, and The Real Bulletin Board, You Sheep.
As one commenter succinctly put it: “This island doesn't
need a community page. It needs a group hug and may-

be a mute button” é
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GLASS HOUSES AT Colox

Gabriel Jeroschewitz

October 20th, 1981, to October 6th, 2025

Abridged, I started this story in 1981; I've only been able to finish

it now. It’s a valid account of my various stays in the Comox Psych
Ward. I'm putting this in because May is Mental Health Month, but I
think every month is Mental Health Month!

They say the walls are white. They are not white to me.
They are the colour of unwritten apologies—pale, trem-
bling, and always about to confess something. I lie still on
my bed, counting breaths like coins, waiting for the night
shift to arrive with its tray of pills and hollow smiles. The
pills are supposed to make the ghosts quieter. No one
warns you that they also make the ghosts better dancers.
I'm Gabriel—or at least that’s what they call the version of
me that signs the daily wellness sheet. The other Gabriels,
the translucent ones, have stopped signing anything. They
linger, waltzing through the fluorescent light like cigarette
smoke from an unseen mouth.

The Comox Psych Ward is, officially, a “healing environ-
ment.” The brochure says so, complete with a watercolour
of a mountain reflected on a lake: serenity printed in
four-colour process. But the lake I see isn't serene—it’s vis-
cous, like mercury stirred by invisible fingers. Every ripple
carries whispers. They tell me jokes that should be funny—
about the staff, about the smell of disinfectant—but the
punchlines always end with blood.

Despite the challenges, I find a way to laugh. My survival
strategy in this place is to laugh before the ghosts do.

They crash through my windows nightly. Not genuine
windows, of course—plastic panes thick enough to stop a
desperate man, but apparently not dense enough to stop
whatever lives between waking and sedation. They burst
through like disappointed relatives at an intervention, each
dragging a different fragrance: paint thinner, sugar, regret.
They have no forms, only intentions. They push limits like
a painter might push colour past the lines—smudging
balanced psyches, leaving fingerprints across the mind.
One of them, a tall blur wrapped in static, calls himself Dr.
Hue. He tells me he used to cure civilizations before they
learned to medicate themselves. Now he paints hallucina-
tions on my eyelids when I blink. “You're better this way,”
he says, “flat, like a cartoon protagonist who never ages.”
Dr. Hue likes to quiz me. “What colour is pain today?” he
asks.

When Dr. Hue quizzes me, I respond with my own unique
perspective. “The colour of pain today is burnt laughter,” I
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say, knowing that ' gray ' will not satisty him.

The nurses are kind in the way that frightened peo-
ple are kind—careful, brisk, eyes never lingering.
They talk to us as if we are made of glass. Maybe we
are. When I inhale too deeply, I can feel the hairline
fractures spiderwebbing under my skin. I tell Nurse
Shelly this once. She smiles, writes something on
her clipboard, and says, “That’s progress.”

She doesn't see the ghosts behind her—those
insecure beasts gyrating on spiral gradients, twist-
ing themselves into mathematical impossibilities.
They look like funhouse reflections of humanity,
each trying to perfect the art of being incomplete.
They whisper into my ears about the fragile balance
between comedy and collapse.

One of them, a thin creature with a voice like a
child imitating an adult, asks me to tell a joke. I
oblige.

“What’s the difference between a patient and a
prophet?”

Pause.

“One of them gets his messages from God. The
other one has better medication.”

The ghost laughs until the walls flicker.

Despite the challenges, I find moments of hope.
The ghost’s laughter makes the walls flicker, which I
interpret as a positive sign.

But the nights... the nights stretch like rubber

over broken teeth. My child comes then—the tiny,
sleeping version of me. He curls up in the chair by
the bed, clutching a stuffed animal made entirely of
words. Each word is sharp-edged: failure, fatherless,
fraud. The toy bleeds punctuation. I want to pick
him up, to promise that it gets better, that one day
he will learn to smile without supervision. But I
can’t touch him. He's made of memory, and memo-
ry is brittle here.

Once, he looked at me and asked, “Why did you
stop dreaming?”

I didn’t dare to answer. I just stared at his closed
eyes, wondering what sort of world he saw from
behind his eyelids—was it calmer, or did he also
have ghosts practicing arson on his thoughts?

He sleeps gently, unaware of the tyrants who play
dice with time outside our room.

There’s a rumour among patients: the Comox ward
is built on a fracture worldwide. It was not a physi-
cal crack but something more profound, like reality

snagging its sleeve on a continued on P.13...



...continued from P.12

nail and doesn’t know how to sew it
back. That’s why the shadows move dif-
ferently here, why clocks occasionally
run backward, and why laughter sounds
like a scream half the time.

I told Dr. Craig about it. He said,
“You're experiencing intrusive ideation.
Not uncommon.”

I said, “You're experiencing a lack of
imagination. Also not uncommon.”

He didn’t appreciate that. The next
morning, my medication dosage dou-
bled.

Now the walls hum.

The humour keeps me sane, I think. I
treat every ghost like a heckler and ev-
ery panic attack like an improv cue. I've
learned to riff with my hallucinations.
“Welcome to the show;’ I tell the phan-
toms as they gather each evening.
“Two-drink minimum, no refunds, tip
your invisible bartender”

They applaud with hands made of cold
air and shattered glass. I bow. I feel
alive. Then one of them—a featureless
mass with a grin too bright for the
dark—steps forward holding a meat
cleaver carved from light. “We love
your material,” it says, “but the ending
needs more... disembowelment.”

I tell it that’s a bit on-the-nose. It laughs,
swings the cleaver gently through my
chest. It doesn’t hurt exactly—it just
rearranges my memories into a collage.
For a moment, I'm not Gabriel, pa-
tient 217 in Comox. I'm my primordial
forefather, painting mammoths on cave
walls. I'm an ape discovering reflection
in a puddle. I'm a child again, choking
on my first spoken lie.

Then I'm back, sweating, clutching my
blanket, tasting salt and electricity.
Morning comes like a bureaucratic
apology—Ilate, pale, unconvincing.

I'm served oatmeal and orange juice.
The ghosts retreat into light fixtures,
sulking. I check on the sleeping child;
he’s still in the chair, still clutching his
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lexicon of fears. I envy how peaceful he looks. I envy his ignorance.
The staff does its rounds. Blood pressure, temperature, dose. The rituals
of care. I nod, answer mechanically. They think I'm improving. I can
see it in their eyes: hope, or at least its cheaper cousin, relief.

But even as I smile, I feel the slight shiver beneath the floor, the coming
crack in the day. The phantoms are regrouping. They’ll be back tonight,
hungrier. They always are.

I ask Nurse Shelly for a crayon and a piece of paper. “To draw;” I tell
her. She hesitates, then grants the request. I sketch a window on the
paper—ijust a plain rectangle, open to an imagined sky. Then I draw
eyes—my own, hers, the child’s, the ghosts’—all around it. Watching.
Waiting.

When I'm done, I tape it above my bed. It feels like a promise to my-
self: Show your eyes. Meet me face to face.

Because even if I am no hero for heartache, even if my psyche is thin-
ner than glass, I want to see them—every monstrous thought, every
spectral lie—before they start the next performance.
And maybe, just maybe, I'll laugh first again. f

Hl'

Fireworks Permit Required ==
in the CVRD Electoral Areas

Buy Your Fireworks Permit First!

Within the electoral areas of the Comox Valley Regional
District (CVRD), fireworks can only be sold from October
24 through November 1 inclusive, Pick up your permit
prior to purchasing at the CVRD office at 770 Harmston
Avenue, Courtenay or online,

Permits: 310. Fine for not having a permit: $500.
For mare information:

call; 250-334-6000 or VIsIt: C Comox Va ||Ej,.-'
comoXvalleyrd.ca/fireworks SUEIBRAE BEETHIC
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HE, GRAPE. NO
THE. ABVICE, COLUMN THAT A EQS
REFORE, YO ASK.

By Cylon2036 we/us
(fused to the underbely of time. Pseudopod-certified)

Q: Dear Grapevine,
How did you know I was going to write in about

the Denman roadside eggs?

A: Because the eggs know you too.

They’ve been whispering your name since the
equinox. Theyre not chicken eggs—they're
memories of your past mistakes, calcified into
ovals and sold by someone named "Sharon" (she
is not Sharon).

Do not eat them. Hatch them into regrets. Name
one “Steve.” Let him go.

Q: Dear Grapevine,

I haven't asked anything yet, but I feel like I
should. Should I?

A: You just did.

Classic paradox. You've already asked. We've
already answered. The question you would

have asked (“Am I the last person on Denman
who doesn’t own a kombucha scoby named
Greg?”) is too sacred for publication.

But yes. You are.

And no, you are not ready.

Q: Dear Grapevine,

How do I unsubscribe from reality?

A: By performing the sacred Unsub-dance.
Spin counterclockwise while shouting your
childhood phone number into a hollow stump.
A goat will appear. Do not acknowledge the goat.
The goat knows what you did at the Blackberry
Fair (the zucchini race incident).

When the moss begins to speak, answer only in
riddles. Congratulations: you now exist in an
article in The Islands Grapevine which will never
be printed. |

Also: you never existed. Thank you fﬂ{«readmg

Cylon2036 we/us

Next Farm to Family Musical Lunch

.

Wednesday, November 5th

12 pm, Back Hall

Musical Entertainment by Jordi Hilberry
Seniors & family/friends of all ages welcome
Bring a neighbour, bring a friend!

This is a free meal, open to all

See you there!

Fa

Farm to Family is grateful for support from Denman

Works! for this initiative.

(If you'd like to contribute, $6-510 suggested to cover

ingredient costs)

J

Meed a Hand? Call Able Eric!

Whether it's lawn care, property upkeep,
handyman services, pot core, painting,
mevingipacking,
cleanup, errands, chores, or odd jobs -

I'm ready to help. Mo job is too small, year-round.
Reliable, Denman-based, with flexible rates,
Just call, text, or emall Eric at (240) 319-1112 or
EriclaAblasgmaill. com
and let's tackle your to-do list!




You BELIEVE, THE MAINSTREAM
NARRATIVCE? OF COURSE, YOU 1o,
YOURE, TWELVE YEARS 0LD A&

By Caitlin Johnstone
October 27th, 2025

The ultimate expression of “everyone is twelve now” the-
ory is in the mainstream worldview promoted by western
pundits and politicians which holds that the world is full of
evil villains doing evil things simply because they are evil,
and that these Bad Guys are opposed by the virtuous Good
Guys of the US-led world order.

You think Hamas killed Israelis because they’re a bunch of
monsters who hate Jews? Of course you do, you're twelve.
You think Trump is trying to get rid of Maduro because
Maduro is an evil dictator who wants to poison Americans
with fentanyl? Hell yeah homie, you're twelve.

You think Putin invaded Ukraine because he hates freedom
and democracy and wants to conquer the world? Bless your
heart my twelve year-old buddy.

You think the US and Israel have been attacking and elim-
inating rivals in Iran, Lebanon, Syria, Yemen and Palestine
in order to fight terrorism, stop tyranny, and protect the
world from nuclear weapons? Yeah, that checks out, you're
twelve.

The mainstream western worldview is like a children’s car-
toon, with the Bad Guys doing Bad Things simply because
they are Bad, and the Good Guys striving heroically to stop
them. It sounds like a shitty PG-13 summer blockbust-

er starring The Rock, but it’s the consensus worldview of
serious professional pundits and analysts who share this
perspective on mainstream platforms with serious expres-
sions on their faces, and anyone who calls any part of it into
question is dismissed as an extremist or a deranged crack-
pot.

Because everyone is twelve now.

X

I said the above on Twitter and I got a reply from a guy
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saying “Western countries like Denmark, Holland
and the UK, US and Israel too are objectively nicer
and happier places than the third world ones you
mentioned. You can see by walking around, look-
ing at people and things. So we're doing something
right that they’re doing wrong.”

It always fascinates me when people think this is
some kind of checkmate argument. Yes obviously
it’s nicer to be in the countries doing the bombing,
sanctioning, extracting and stealing than the coun-
tries being bombed, sanctioned, exploited and
robbed. It’s nicer to be a mugger than the person
being mugged, too. It’s always more pleasant to be
the hammer than the nail.

It’s such a self-evidently stupid argument, but

you see it all the time. Whenever I talk about the
abusiveness of the western empire I always get
empire simps in my replies all “hoho, but have you
considered that it is nicer to live here than to live
there?” Of course it is, dickflop. It’s always going to
be easier being the abuser than the abused.

X
X
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Israeli National Security Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir
reportedly advocated shooting children who get
too close to the “Yellow Line” dividing Israel-con-
trolled parts of Gaza from the parts under Hamas

control. After a while you continued on P.16..
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...continued from P.15

start understanding why so many people refer to the
Israeli regime as “demonic” and “satanic” even if you're
not religious. At a certain point you just run out of
strong enough adjectives.

It’s so weird how the western political/media class
regards Ben-Gvir as a fringe kook whose comments
should be ignored despite the fact that he (A) is Israels
national security minister and (B) consistently ends up
getting what he wants.

X

Zohran Mamdani is outside my area of political in-
terest and it’s none of my business who New Yorkers
elect as their mayor, but the Islamophobic shrieking
I've been seeing online in response to his campaign
has been absolutely jaw-dropping. No one with main-
stream political or media aspirations could ever get
away with talking about the religion of a Jewish politi-
cian the way Zionists have been openly talking about
Mamdani and his faith.

From what I can tell Mamdani is a just a regular guy
and a fairly ordinary progressive Democrat with an
extraordinarily high level of campaign talent, but these
freaks are claiming he’s going to impose sharia law and
start throwing gays off the Chrysler Building. It’s a de-
gree of mass hysteria about Islam unlike anything I've
seen since the immediate aftermath of 9/11, which any
normal person will agree led to some extremely bad
thinking and terrible decisions.

Some of it is arising from organic American racism
and the knee-jerk rightist impulse to throw anyone to
the left of Bill Clinton out of a flying helicopter, but

a lot of it has nothing to do with Mamdani at all. As
we've discussed previously, Zionists have been seizing
on every opportunity to promote hatred of Muslims
because it’s a lot easier than convincing people to like
Israel.

To be clear, I am not speculating when I say this.

Drop Site News published a report last month based
on leaked documents which showed that the Israeli
government had commissioned an American poll-

ing company to help it with the PR crisis caused by

its genocidal atrocities, and the report found that the
most effective strategy would be to foment fear of
“Radical Islam” and “Jihadism”.

So this agenda is already in the waters of Zionist
consciousness. The election of a Muslim to the most
high-profile mayoral position in the United States pro-
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Built to Last

Engineered Designs
‘NO WORRY’ vertical roof
Withstands 168 km winds

] and 38 Ib. snow psf

|| !.m 10’ - 30" wide options
All steel
3573 Island Hwy South DIY or Installed
Courtenay BC 17 colors available
info@metalshelters.ca Financing OAC
250-871-7788

vides Israel supporters with ample opportunity to stir
up panic about Muslims in America on the assumption
that Israel will benefit from such sentiments, since Israel
is always killing Muslims. There is no argument to be
made that Israel is a good nation that is inherently de-
serving of support, so theyre banking on circulating the
belief that it’s good to drop bombs on Muslims instead.
Western politics is getting more and more diseased, and
US politics is leading the way. It's making people dumb-
er, crazier, and more hateful, and is preventing them
from seeing that the real minority that’s been causing
everyone’s problems are the rich and powerful oligarchs
and empire managers who rule the western power
alliance. Keep ordinary members of the public hating
each other and fighting each other, and they won't start

hating and fighting their actual oppressors. e
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THE
ISLANDS, ADVERTISING SERVICES &
PRICING
- Prices effective as of Sept.5th, 2024
U A All prices include GST
250-335-0143
theisland sgrapevine@gmail com
7 crisoren ins )  [(BUSINESS DIRECTORYY) [ INSERTS/HANDRILLS
20 words or less. LISTINGS $77.62/1sland
e 5103 omats csstsmsssik) || Pl ot e find
2 weeks « $18.96 ($9.48/wk) 12 weeks « $62.12 (§5.18/wh) - o
3 wecks « 32589 (S5.63wk) we can print if;

4 wocks « $3452 ($8.63/mk) I5weeks « 10088 (5448/wk)
& weeks - £40.05 ($8.19/wk) | 5Oweeks . $181.13 (§3.62/wk) |

35".32”#!] {leiier asicrd - vmc-ank)
15597100 ftirsived . h""”_j

6 weeks « $49. 14 ($5.19/wk)

7 woeks » 356, M (5811 /wik) Mosse ask about cur discounts for

8 weeks « $62.16 (§7.77/wk) BOUX/DISPLAY ADS  ordering and prepoying or mitigle
$5.18/week for cach PO Page e 32587/ o scual s s, e Sover
additional 30 words Inside Page « $22.42/1x1 everything trom a small 1x1 to full

peg=

1x1(1.2"x2.4")
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1x2

2x1
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- GRAPEVINE CROSSWORD -

T2

o ACROSS .

1. Broad beam

5. Well known
10. Actor Sandler
14. Broadway hit
from 1996

. Barge setting
. Draw on glass
. Dilapidated

20. Bandeau, for

short

21. Alpine sound
22. Candidate for
day care

23. Ages upon ages

25. Convulsive
breaths

27. Impact sound
28. Craft of sci-fi
30. Bran bit

32. Nary a soul
35. Tasty

41. Assistance

42. Monkeyish

44. Above, in poems

. Destined to diet

45. Fun

47. Debate

49, Possessive
pronoun

50. Band aid

51. Cal. page

53. Part of SST
57. Aussie's friend
61. They called
her frivolous

62. Galvanization

. ---- be a pleasure!stuft

63. Do voodoo

64. Adding

column

66. Wine-and-

cheese dish

67. Equinox mo.

68. Bugbear

69. Opposing

positions

70. 1960s

Broadway hit

71. Commercial
aper

72. Cute little

laugh

73. Early Icelandic

poems

«DOWN .

. Loon's cousin

. Fashionable again
. Cuzco dwellers

. Last degree

. Precede

. Manila hemp

. Modes, abbr.

. Bar, in law

. Susan of L.A. Law
10. Cuckoo

11. Same again

12. Authorize

13. Defrost

24. Baltimore paper
26. Linger in the tub
27. Bake sale grp.,
maybe

OO\ W

29. Dine sumptuously 67-

31. First stringers
32. Baby's break

33. Black gold

34. Adorer's writeup
35. A pop

36. A Canadian export

37. Fleur de ---

38. Marsh

39. Hundred bani
40. Bard's before
43, Kisser

46. Affected manner

.450r78, e.g.
. Exotic fruit

. Kind of layer
. Iota's position

movie
58. In the future
. Lukewarm

60. Added attraction

61. Any time now
65. Behold

66. Adipose tissue

Common

pronoun

. Level charges at

. Far from sleepy

. Privately made

- TEST YOUR MATH SKILLS -

4 8 .
4 3
8l9 y. 3|4
| 1 g |
ElE 1] 5]
| & g |
31 5 7|8
g 7
2 4 3
- [ast Weel's ANGWERS .
Slgip|1|6|7|3|4]2
dIGII|2|S5I®|2|TI
1| Fl|2|4|3B|6|B|S
J|sfala|TIZz|a|]8
2179 |4]E|a|5]D
BlAfR|S|T)3|T|2|B
flZ2l8|914d4 5|38
BiOjaf3|2|E]|1|&6]|T
B|IZ|5|T|&B)1|2|ald

GRUMPISM
CC Why don’t

skeletons eat
Halloween candy
They can't
stomach it. 99

- [.ast Weel's ANSWERS -
BIA|S|S S|ojL|o|s DIAITI|E
NEADA AOOEE BODE
BEIOE MNENER BOEre
AIRIRIITIVIE RiU|T R|I|E|L
Lialr|v]ale rIE|IM[1|N]|D

.HHGE]L RIE|W
IL|A|SEME|LIAMNEEAEIR]|IE
lE[D ElsiT|ojoinIAIN|T
'"1"|_$E E|TIN|ARAINIK|H

A L2 EIE|IRBII|E

Als|slE[R|T Llolo]s|E|D

Plo|THE|E| BC|N|L] I |N][E

N0E BEERDE DDA
Ela/lRIMT|R|U|c|kA|lGIU|E

AlRINEEO[AITIE[SEMNIEIE[R




- THE 15LANDS GRAPEVINE - OCTORER 20T, 2025 - 19 -
. CLASSIFIED ADS -

® SERVICES e WAGNER FIREWOQOOQD. 2 cords to Den-

man, $680 plus GST. Hornby, $720 plus
Exterior cleaning service. Offering GST. Text or call Scott at
cleaning solutions for your windows, 250-334-7323
gutters, roofs, decks, driveways,
chimneys, siding, awnings, etc. Denman Island local cedar kindling
Reasonable rates with professional sales. Wildcrafted. Artisanal! Damn
results. Cheap! Your fire will thank you! By TREE FROG RADIO 89.1fm
Call or text Bjorn for free estimate. burning!! Weekly Schedule L
250 465 864 DI%CLAI\(MdEIR: “Denman Islagddnatléral

cedar kindling” is not intended to diag- .
GUTTERS seamless, supply and install ~ nose or treat any medical condition. For |Wed 430-6p: ~ Whimsical Wednesday
Elso_ repazirssé%)?l; 5fr1e§8%snmatl(le contact %’%e%nga; lésl% any. w/Bee Bee and La La

evin at or cell at -897- Wed 7-9p: The Yo Bro Bob Show

250 667 3233. Serving All Areas. D W/Bob Morley

® FOR RENT e .
MR, FIX-IT PLUMBING & All household Thurs 7-830p: Th/% V‘t’;athﬂ l;F;(T:"?re
major and small appliances. All large : w/Bethany and Katrina
and small machinery. Yard machinery;, ;%rzrg cSrtaln re?tlal tg March 31st, Fri 5-730p: Jazz and Beyond
chainsaws, outboards, automotive, - Uenman Jstand. . w/Barry
sharEening, welding and fabricating. Spacious one-bedroom, furnished, Fri 730-100: Hertz So Good
Call Rick Graham 335-0954.(HI) ocean front, newly built suite. Rent r -10p: ertz 5o Goo

includes water, hydro, heat pump, laun- w/Steve
® FOR SALE e dry, WiFi, off road covered parking. No Sat 430-9p: The Old Friends Show

pets. Phone 250 335 3277
+APPLIANCES FOR SALE. Ranges, wash

ers, dryers, fridges, dishwashers, gas/
eIectri}:l range. /§II f'uIIy restored aﬁd * COMMUNITY NOTICES

come with a full six month warranty. COMOX VALLEY TRANSITION

Call Rick Graham 335-0954. 52%%";;13.\{3 |51|\2/|2|5$GE_|I§ICY g‘;‘g‘;&%w

g' Fill)lerglass Ié_oyvbogt I $1.2i|0 (PI) Eor more infoviatt ext: 250-218-
xcellent condition. Only used a few k

times since we bought it for $1,500. https://cvts.ca

Woodwork/trim just revarnished. 2 NEED HELP? Alcoholics Anonymous

sets of oars. 110.5" LOA; 44" wide. Call/ 338-
text (250) 702-0297 250-338-8042

4 ISLANDS GRAPEVINE EDITORIAL POLICIES
Opinions expressed in the Grapevine do not necessarily reflect that of the Publisher.
Inciting violence, hate speech and pejorative language will not be tolerated.

The following is our policy on content: THE
« Profiles of individuals, history, reviews and op-ed are published free of ]SI_A N DS'
charge

 Promotional content for products, services, programs, and events will be
published at going advertising rates.
« Public service announcements, notices of meetings, and news releases will
be published for a fee. Exceptions

will be made for emergencies where the public is immediately endangered.
» With regret, no exceptions can be made for non-profit status.
o Letters to the Editor are published free of charge.

The Grapevine is happy to provide an open, public forum for all islanders to speak and be heard. We are stead- fast in our
commitment to uphold freedom of expression.

As the record of our times, every issue of the Grapevine is a compilation of that week’s submissions. We do not editorial-
ize content, nor do we censor. We ask that writers moderate their own content. The Grapevine reserves the right to edit
for brevity.

We are open to contributions from all Denman & Hornby Islanders. If you've something to say, send it our way! No copy
Qnd paste submissions. In your own words, please!

J
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-BUSINESS DIRECTORY -

+ (H) Hornby - (D) Denman - (UB) Union Bay -
« (FB) Fanny Bay - (C) Courtenay/Comox -

OMMODATION NTALS o
- Denman Activity Centre (Seniors) Rentals 335 3027 (D/H)

[- REAL TSTATE - INSURANCE - INANCIAL SERVICES - |
« Jordan McDonald - Re/Max Ocean Pacific Realty - 604+616-1137 (D/H)
«Tuele Group, Roval LePage in the Comox Valley,
Jenessa & Donna 250 335 1720
[ « RUTLDING - CONSTRUCTION - |
« Excavator/Backhoe/Tandem Gravel Truck & Transfer Trailer
Kenny Mather . 250:703-6512 (All) - John (sbister - 250:335-2565 (D)
« Tandem Gravel Truck & Transfer Trailer - Lora Mercieca
+250:650-9986 (D/H)
« Wicked Shovel Excavating & Landscaping - Doug Schmidt «
250-222:8076 (ALL)
« Ray Ulovec Excavator/Backhoe, ROWP Septic Installer, Land clearing,
ponds, sife prep. 250-335-3145 (D/H)

I - GTPVICES . |
« Peter T. Mason - Land Surveying 757-8788 (All)
« Able & Ready Septic Pumping Service « 250-338-8822 (D/H)
« Bottled Water Delivery - DenmanWater.ca « 250-228:7161 (D)
« True View Tree Care - Wild Bill - Senior's Discount « 2508987246

I «HEALTH ¢ WELINFSS . |
« Physiotherapist » Acupuncturist - TCM Herbs - Carmen RPT, RTCMP
www.spectrahealth.ca 335-2260 (D/H)
« Physiotherapy - Christopher Mainella 250-335-2260
« Massage Clinic - 2796 Northwest Rd. « Levah Kelly 335-2584 (D)
« Acupuncture « Jenny McCartney, R.Ac « 250-508:8160

a0y B
:* &
£ P L
WIS Y
bri

After brunch but still before Lunch
A film by THE DIRECTOR based on the novel by THE WRITER

e s s sess s I

AR e T

\_ - www.heartwoodacupuncture.ca (D) Y,

THURSDAY 30

FRIDAY 31

SATURDAY 1

aUMRAY 2
MOMRAY 3
TUESDAY A

WEDNESDAY B

THURSDAY €

FRIDAY 7

SATURDAY &

SUNDAY @
MOMNDAY 10
TUERDAY 11

WERNESDAY 12

THURSDAY 13

\FORTNIGHT EVENTS

* Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
« RECYCLING CENTRE 1-5pm

« BOTTLE DEPOT 2-5pm

« CAP SITE Hub Comm. Hall 4-7pm

« FOOD BANK Hub Comm. Hall 4-7pm

« FREE STORE 3-5pm

¢ Community Choir 2:30pm Back Hall

Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm ]

« AA Meeting DIUC Gathering Place 7pm
¢ Songwriter's Workshop 7pm Hornby Arts Centre

(< Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm )
« RECYCLING CENTRE 9:30am-5pm

« BOTTLE DEPOT 9:30am-5pm

« FREE STORE 9-12:30pm

(FARMERS MARKET Old School 9:30-12:30 )

C )

(< Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm )
« AA Meeting DIUC Gathering Place 7pm

« Employment Services 9am-3pm DAC

(Volleyball still happening 6:30-8pm by the CRS. )

GDora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm )

(< Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm N
« RECYCLING CENTRE 1-5pm

« BOTTLE DEPOT 2-5pm

« Choose to Move 11:30-12:30 Gathering Place

« Farm2Family Musical Lunch w. Jordi Hillberry

\_ 12pm Back Hall )

(< Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm )
« RECYCLING CENTRE 1-5pm

« BOTTLE DEPOT 2-5pm

« CAP SITE Hub Comm. Hall 4-7pm

« FOOD BANK Hub Comm. Hall 4-7pm
« FREE STORE 3-5pm

\¢ Community Choir 2:30pm Back Hall )

(" Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm )
« AA Meeting DIUC Gathering Place 7pm
@onwiter‘s ‘Workshop 7pm Hornby Arts Centre )

(- Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm )
« RECYCLING CENTRE 9:30am-5pm

« BOTTLE DEPOT 9:30am-5pm

« FARMERS MARKET Old School 9:30-12:30
(FREE STORE 9-12:30pm )

C )

[Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm )

« AA Meeting DIUC Gathering Place 7pm
« Employment Services 9am-3pm DAC
« Volleyball still happening 6:30-8pm by the C.R.SJ

C Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm )

('« Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm N
« RECYCLING CENTRE 1-5pm
« BOTTLE DEPOT 2-5pm

(Choose to Move 11:30-12:30 Gathering Place )

(~ Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm I
« RECYCLING CENTRE 1-5pm —

« BOTTLE DEPOT 2-5pm

« CAP SITE Hub Comm. Hall 4-7pm

« FOOD BANK Hub Comm. Hall 4-7pm

« FREE STORE 3-5pm

\: Community Choir 2:30pm Back Hall )

THE
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EXT. %84
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Denman Island Medical Clinic
Originally published via website Oct. 08, 2025

Dear Patients, Friends, and Meighbours,

Sarving this community is both a privilege and a responsibility. Over the past threa vears, our
litthe clinic has grown into a comprehensive health centre, and we're proud to share some
exciting updatas,

Wa've expanded our services to now include:

+ Two Primary Gare Providers
We walcomed Dr, Tracy Thomsan who will be with us a vear in Jarnv2028, What
an amazing addition 1o our team.

Physiotherapy (4 days a weak) private providers but very much our team mambers,

+ Allied health services — including RN, Counselling, Social Work, and Dietitian support

« Osteopathy

+ Lifelabs

+ Public health services

Wea're also thrilled to welcome two new members to our team:
# Liticia Gardner, our new Clinic Coordinator and Front Desk Support
+ Richard Ryoo, cur new Medical Secretary

Pleaze be patiant with tham as they sattle into thair new roles — wa're confidant theyll bring
great energy and care to our clinic,

To help streamline your visit, we've added a self check-in kiosk, which allows our front desk
staff to answer calls more afficiently. Plaase remeamber to bring your health card to every visit
— this has always been clinic policy, but we'll now ba consistently enforcing it

Owar the past few years, we'va also made many positive improvements to batter sarva you:
+ LUpgraded medical equipment, new computers, and exam beds
+ A significant wage increase for staff, ensuring wages meet local living standards
+« Dngoing commitment to high-quality, accessible care close to home

These changes have strengthened our ability to care for the community — but they've also
come at a cost. Clinic operating expenses have doubled in the past three years. As we look
ahead, we're working on strategies o ensure long-term financial stability so we can continue
o zerva you — sustainably and with excellencea.

We have just finished adding patients to Dr. Tracy Thomson's patient roster through random
assignment she now has 526 patients and she will confinue to take on all new residents
maving to Denman Island, If you are a new patient, please register yourself and do not forget to
register all children including infants.
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Dr. Jody Taylor has 1157 rostered patients, and her practice is now full and she will not be
taking any new patients at this time.

Physician responsibiliies include office hours weekdays days 9- 5 with 24 howr call 7 days a
week for urgencies. Palliative care with house calls as neaded, House calls for frail alderly
patients.

As stated earlier working on Denman is a privilege and we wouldn't be hera unlass we were
committed 1o ongoing excellent care. Butl working and livirg in a small town is not without
challenges. We are writing now unforfunately to educate the overall public about struggles that
have been escalating at the clinic, Lat us firmiy state that we are deeply grateful that over 85%
of our patients are respectful, kind, and a true pleasure to care for, Your patience, gratitude,
and cooparation mean the world to our team.

Unfortunataly, a small minority (around 5%) have created an unsafe and hostile

environment through verbal abuse, intimidation, threats, and unfounded retaliatory
complaints. This behaviour undermines the safety of staff and without staff there can be no
clinic. In order for the clinic o remain open, we need this egregious behaviour o cease.

YWe understand that in a small community, rumours and misinformation can spread easily.
However, if you have concems about the clinic, our operations, or your physician, we ask that
you bring those concerns directly to your physician or to ¢linic administration rather than
sharing or repeating unverified information. Bumours can be very damaging 1o a physician's
credibility and to the trust that underpins effective healthcare.

Our clinic remains firmly committed to professionalism, patient safety, and evidence-based
medical care. We also wish to be clear that filing complaints out of spite or pressuring
providers for controlled substances such as narcotics is not acceptable. The College of
Physicians and Surgeons of British Columbia axists to review legiimafe meadical concarms
= it iz not a venue for rataliation, but for addressing substantiated issues of profassional
conduct or malpractice.

Going Forward

« Zero tolerance for abuse: Any hostility, threats, or attempts of intimidation toward any
staff will result in immediate removal from the clinie. If necessary, emargency
senvices or police will be contacted, Threats, swearing, or disrespectiul bahaviour over
the phone or in person will also not be tolarated and will lead to dismissal from the
chimic.

* Appointments: Each appointmant is for the patiant who booked it only. If you want a
second person in the room they must be pre-approved by physicians,

= Punctuality: Arriving more than six minutes [ate will result in not being seen. Patients
whao arrive on tima will not be penalized for tardiness.

= [Evidence-based prescribing: We will not praseribe controlled substances or
treatments that fall outside avidence-based practice, regardless of prassure, Patient
safety is always our top priority.

#« Mutual respect: Cur team brings over 40 years of combined experience in providing
compassionate, skilled care. We are the medical experts hare to guide you in your
care. f our approach is not a fit for you pleasa discuss this with us. Alternativaly you
ara walcome 1o seak care alsewheare,

+ Living Room Pharmacy Deliveries. Az of December 12, deliverias will no longer be
accepted at the clinic due to staff abuse incidents and uncollected prescriptions.
Patients may coordinate directly with Living Room Phamacy for pickup outside the
chinic.

We are proud of what we've accomplished together. a clinic that reflects both community
care and professional excellence. Respactful, kind patients maka our waork deaply
rewarding. To tha vast majority who continue to support us with kindness, patience, and
trust — thank yvou. Because of you, our clinic continues bo grow Strondger 8very Yyaar.

Together, we can ensure that the Denman Island Medical Clinic remains a safe, caring, and
high-quality healthcare home for this community — now and for generations to come.

With gratitude and resolve,

Dr. Jody Taylor

hMedical Director and all staff
Denman Island Medical Clinie
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