
D.I. General Store

Open 12pm to 8pm Wednesday - Sunday
(Pizza after 3pm Friday-Sunday)

Beef & veggie burgers (gluten-free buns available), fries & poutine 
(gluten-free vegan gravy available), Korean-style fried chicken, 

pizza, panozzos, and rice bowls. Try our signature Caesar!
Licensed · Dine-in & Takeout

3646 Denman Rd (the old bakery) · TakeoutNearYou.com 
(250)335-1099
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Join our mailing list at 
corlan@telus.net 

to get a notice for when we 
have a lunch planned.

We look forward to serving you 
great food as the 

vineyard/winery work permits.
Tasting room is open 11 - 5 

Tuesday - Sunday

BC Day (Aug. 4) 
Hours:

General Store:
10-4

Post Office:
 Closed

Friesen Family Construction
Building for the future

Alan Friesen
250-898-4392

friesenfamilyconstruction.com

Local Licensed Builder 
2-5-10 New Home Warranty

Design
Custom Homes

Project Management

 

Bottle Depot 
June 30th to September 18th 
Monday – Thursday 
Noon until 5pm 
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This August, seventeen keen University of Victoria students will be par-
ticipating in a field school here on Denman. Students will visit various vi-
sionaries and mentors around the island, camp for two weeks, and discuss 
themes such as mutual aid, subsistence, and collective decision-making.

Part of the students’ learning experience involves coordinating a big community feast on August 24th at 6:00pm 
at the Community Hall. This year we are excited to partner with Farm to Family, who will be helping to cook 
and source local food for the feast and for the students while they’re here. We will be accepting donations and all 
proceeds will be split between Farm to Family and an organization of the students’ choosing. All are welcome at 
this family-friendly event, and no one will be turned away for lack of funds (if you can’t af-
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2025-07-31 (Thu)
Time PDT (m)	  (ft)
05:39	 1.983	 6.5
11:48	 3.394	 11.1
16:17	 2.899	 9.5
22:41	 4.537	 14.9
2025-08-01 (Fri)
Time PDT (m)	  (ft)
06:26	 1.825	 6.0
13:54	 3.458	 11.3
16:47	 3.344	 11.0
23:00	 4.383	 14.4
2025-08-02 (Sat)
Time PDT (m)	  (ft)
07:15	 1.698	 5.6
16:07	 3.719	 12.2
17:38	 3.705	 12.2
23:20	 4.233	 13.9
2025-08-03 (Sun)
Time PDT (m)	  (ft)
08:07	 1.576	 5.2
17:09	 3.995	 13.1
20:04	 3.918	 12.9
23:50	 4.103	 13.5
2025-08-04 (Mon)
Time PDT (m)	  (ft)
09:01	 1.427	 4.7
17:40	 4.206	 13.8
21:58	 3.913	 12.8
2025-08-05 (Tue)
Time PDT (m)	  (ft)
00:48	 4.008	 13.1
09:53	 1.237	 4.1
18:08	 4.363	 14.3
22:57	 3.825	 12.5
2025-08-06 (Wed)
Time PDT (m)	  (ft)
02:17	 3.996	 13.1
10:40	 1.017	 3.3
18:37	 4.478	 14.7
23:35	 3.714	 12.2
2025-08-07 (Thu)
Time PDT (m)	  (ft)
03:31	 4.080	 13.4
11:23	 0.807	 2.6
19:05	 4.564	 15.0

In this year's edition of the Kaimerata Fes-
tival, Canadian violinist Kai Gleusteen and 
French pianist Catherine Ordronneau are back 
with a selection of masterpieces from the argu-
ably the most glorious era of classical music in 

France.  The time span is between 1875 and the Second World War.  Kai and Catherine 
will be joined by American/Canadian cellist Beth Root Sandvoss, Canadian violist Reg 
Quiring and American clarinettist, Sean Osborn.  They will perform three different pro-
grams August 6th, 7th, and 8th.

For those unfamiliar with this festival, this is the 14th edition on the island!  Kai and 
Catherine, the heart of the ensemble, have been performing together world-wide for the 
last 25 years. They are based in Barcelona, where they put on the same series of concerts 
during the winter months.  Here on Denman Island, they are joined by top notch musi-
cians from the West Coast. Local hosts and billets generously receive them during their 
week of rehearsals and concerts on the island, making if for an unforgettable experience 
for the musicians as well.

The programs are magnificent.  Kai Gleusteen, the creator of the festival, takes pride and 
joy in explaining the works beforehand to heighten the understanding and appreciation 
of the compositions.  The Community Hall has an excellent acoustic and one of the best 
pianos on Vancouver Island.  The concerts are varied and delightful.

Among this year's selection of compositions, the musicians will perform the magnificent 
Piano Trio by Maurice Ravel, the ultra-Romantic Piano Quartet by Gabriel Fauré, and 
the profound and striking Quartet for the End of Time by Olivier Messiaen.  They will 
also include many French "bonbons," including the Swan from Saint-Saëns' Carnaval of 
the Animals, the Meditation from the Opera Thaïs by Massenet and the ever-so-beautiful 
Clair de Lune by Claude Debussy.  Attending all three concerts will give one a wonderful 
overview of the pre-impressionist, impressionist, and post-impressionist music of France.  

Tickets for individual concerts are $25 (students $12). A Pass for three concerts is $70 
and a Supporter's Pass which includes reserved seating and access to rehearsals is $120. 
Tickets and more information at kaimerata.com.  Tickets are also available at the door 
(cash only).  Supporter's Pass holders have the privilege of witnessing from close-up the 
actual work involved in the preparation of the works, the discussions about interpreta-
tion, and the interaction between the musicians. 

KAIMERATA CHAMBER 
MUSIC FESTIVAL 2025: 

FRENCH MUSIC
By Kai GleusteenSP
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Y  You’re Invited to a
 Community Feast!

By Nick Montgomery



ford to donate, please come eat!). There will be gluten-free, 
dairy-free and vegan options available. 
This will be our fourth feast, and in previous years we’ve 
had 250-300 people in attendance so we’re expecting similar 
numbers this year. Please bring your own plate, bowl, cup, 
and cutlery. 
We could use your help!
Volunteer: we are seeking volunteers again this year to help 
with serving food (starting at 5:30) and with cleanup (start-
ing at 6:30-7 until there are no more dishes and the hall is 
clean!). Please email denmancommunityfeast@gmail.com 
to volunteer
Bake: if you like, bring a dessert to share, along with an 
ingredient list so that folks can avoid allergens. Ideally bring 
it in a compostable container, so that you don’t have to wait 
around for your dish and it doesn’t get misplaced;
Spread the word: tell folks about the feast, especially those 
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...continued from P.3
who might not have access to local food and com-
munity!
Donate: bring cash to support Farm to Family and 
the organization chosen by students
The students of the field school will be using con-
sensus decision-making and cooking with fresh, 
local ingredients from various Denman Island 
farms. This is an exciting opportunity for the stu-
dents to meet the wonderful weirdos of Denman, 
and to get a sense of what island community life is 
all about. We hope you will join us for an evening 
of festivity and celebrating our growers and pro-
ducers!
Hope to see you there,
 
                   Nick Montgomery

 A Life Well Told 

   - Let Your Story Live On
   Unique local opportunity to have your life story 

recorded in your own words. Share your memories 
with your loved ones in a high quality audio production.
A fun and inspiring tailor-made gift that lasts forever.  
Professional and confidential service in your own home.

 

Visit WWW.ALIFEWELLTOLD.CA 
Or contact Cornelius on
✆ (+1) 778 585 7788 
✉ ALIFEWELLTOLD@GMAIL.COM



on a Jumbotron screen in front of 66,000 people is, of 
course, to not engage in an extramarital affair that can then 
be called out by a seven-time Grammy winner on a Jum-
botron screen in front of 66,000 people. 

Some say if the cheating couple didn’t 
react the way they did, nobody would 
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Shucking Oysters:
Canoodling 101

By Alex AllenO
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Chelka and I want to express our huge gratitude to all who 
gave so generously to the GoFundMe started for me by the 
Hornby Island Fire department last Thursday. We've been 
blown away by the response. And not just the money but 
also so many heart warming messages. Your kind words have 
filled me with hope. We feel so lucky to be part of such an 
amazing community. 

This incredible show of support from Hornby residents, Den-
man residents, and so many others from coast to coast, has 
been very uplifting, and has indeed pushed aside all financial 
worries I had prior and will allow me to afford the time to 
heal.

I have surgery scheduled for the end of August and we're not 
sure what further courses of treatment will be needed after 
that but now we can focus all our energy in a positive direc-
tion without the monetary constraints we were facing and for 
this we are forever grateful.

Albini Lapierre, with nearly two decades of 
selfless service in our fire/rescue service, has 
dedicated his life on Hornby Island to protecting 
our community. There's a good chance he's been 
there for you or someone you know in a time of 
crisis, a reassuring presence amidst chaos. Now, 
he faces his own battle – a fight against cancer.

This GoFundMe is to help ease the burden of 
frequent hospital trips for scans and treatments, 
allowing him to focus on his recovery without the 
added stress of travel expenses. Albini has had 
to give up a significant portion of his income to 
attend the many appointments each week. Every 
contribution, no matter how small, will make a 
significant difference in supporting a true hero 
who has always been there for us.

Join Hornby Island Fire Rescue by helping to 
show him the same unwavering support he's 
shown us for almost 20 years.

https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-someone-
who-helps-others-albini-lapierre

From Albini:

Two words. Coldplay and Jumbotron. If you 
have no idea, I congratulate you on your bliss-
fulness. The operative word is cheating. Why 
break up when you can do a bit of canoodling on 
the side? Except it’s not the heady 80s anymore 
where you can sneak off to some motel and not 
get caught. Today, we’re surrounded by gadgets 
ready to record indiscretions, lapses in judgment, 
and any incident containing a hint of drama.

The first rule for not getting caught in an extra-
marital affair by a seven-time Grammy winner continued on P.6..

Help someone who helps others - 
Albini Lapierre
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have noticed and exposed 
who they were, the now infa-

mous Andy Byron, CEO of Astronomer and HR lady 
Kristen Cabot. Byron, who is married, with two chil-
dren, dodged off camera. Cabot, who is not his wife, 
spun to face away and hid her face in her hands. But, 
of course, it was already too late for them to stop the 
scene from spreading, especially after Chris Martin, 
the lead singer of Coldplay, observed from the stage, 
“Oooh, look at these two! Alright, come on, you’re 
okay. Uh-oh, what? Either they’re having an affair, or 
they’re just very shy.” A lip reader reportedly revealed 
what the CEO reportedly said to Cabot in the viral 
clip: “F***ing hell, it’s me!"

The clip captured by concertgoer Grace Springer, of 
course, instantly took off on social and traditional 
media. Springer said that she posted the clip because 
she thought it was an “interesting reaction” to seeing 
yourself on the screen. “A part of me feels bad for 
turning these people’s lives upside down, but play 
stupid games…win stupid prizes.” Justin Murphy 
said it best: “The dramatic effect of the video derives 
in part from Andy Byron’s lack of the one virtue that 
even the worst rakes in history have generally mus-
tered: discretion.” 

Did he think he would be on Jumbotron with the HR 
lady? Of course not, that’s like a freak accident, but he 
could’ve been seen with her in the lineup and that’s a 
risk he and she were willing to take. When you go in 
public having an affair, chances are that you will be 
caught. 

Like a row of dominoes, day one, Byron deleted 
his LinkedIn profile, and his wife, Megan Kerrigan 
Byron, removed her husband’s last name from her 
display name on Facebook, then deleted her account 
altogether. Cabot who is thrice-divorced, also delet-
ed her LinkedIn profile, which showed her “area of 
expertise” in “employee engagement” and “leadership 
transitions.” Day three, Astronomer announced on 
LinkedIn that Byron had resigned and Cabot had 
been put on leave. “Our leaders are expected to set 
the standard in both conduct and accountability, and 
recently, that standard was not met,” the company 
said. “While awareness of our company may have 
changed overnight, our product and our work for our 
customers have not.”

Pete DeJoy, interim Astronomer CEO, posted somewhat 
ironically on his LinkedIn: “The spotlight has been un-
usual and surreal for our team and, while I would never 
have wished for it to happen like this, Astronomer is now 
a household name.” Really? How many of its new follow-
ers are really in need of an “orchestration-first DataOps 
platform built on Apache Airflow”?

The reason Byron has attracted such extreme mockery, 
it seems, is his physical response to the spotlight. As an 
anthropological matter, Murphy adds, “it is among the 
most pathetic instances of physical theatre produced by 
an adult man in the smartphone era. How is an observer 
of public culture not to comment upon such an arti-
fact? Here we are presented with a man whose authentic 
instinct was to hide like a cornered rodent. This is an 
economically successful man, the leader of a successful 
company. And yet his fully developed adult nature is so 
craven that he weaseled away to hide – from the world, 
his wife, and himself. That’s the central meaning of this 
short film, which is not in the genre of comedy but hor-
ror.”

Evan Light, an expert in privacy and surveillance tech-
nology and co-ordinator of critical information policy 
studies at the University of Toronto, says the incident is 
“an interesting analogy for life online in general” and the 
tension between private and public life. 

“I think many still had the assumption that if we go into 
a show like these two people did, and you’re among tens 
of thousands of people, that maybe you can relish in 
some anonymity, the way that we might think that we 
do online,” he said. “In reality we don’t, necessarily. The 
Jumbotron can capture you and dramatically change your 
life.” Forever.

So, for damage control who are you going to call? Gwyn-
eth Paltrow, the former Mrs. Chris Martin, mother of 
his children, has been hired by Astronomer to step in 
as the fresh face of “let’s move on and rebrand.” As one 
commenter wrote, because when your “company gets 
memed into oblivion after a stadium-wide soft launch 
of an alleged office romance,” your only real option is 
to hire Gwyneth. If anyone knows how to bounce back 
from public drama with polished cheekbones and vagina 
scented candles, it’s Gwyneth.

...continued from P.5



From Vanier on to 
Rapids Rugby out 
of Comox, Chantelle 
found her stride. This 
led to appearances in 
special tournaments 
with Tsunami Rugby 
representing North 
Vancouver Island.

“And from there I 
found Thunder Rug-
by.” A province wide 
indigenous rugby 
program affiliated 
with BC Rugby. “I‘d 
only done a couple of 
things with them so 
far, just a couple of 
camps and stuff but 
then I got invited to 
come on the trip to New Zealand."

That momentous phone call in November 
touched off a flurry of planning and fundraising 
in anticipation of the August trip. In total, 40 boys 
and girls selected from across the province plus 
supporting staff are NZ bound as most islanders 
read this article. 
With only a brief moment 

In what’s been a whirlwind week for Denman local, Chan-
telle Lambert, I managed to sit down for a brief chat with 
the budding rugby star to keep GV sports fans up to speed 
with her rapidly evolving career as she’s about to embark on 
its next chapter.

Islanders can be 
forgiven for any 
deja vu they may 
be sensing. 15 
year old Chantelle 
happens to be the 
younger sister to 
multi sport phe-
nom, Sebastian 
Lambert. And as 
any GV sports fan 
will attest, Sebas-
tian, has a litany 
of accolades and 
awards to a career 
that now sees him 
playing rugby with 
UBC.

B“TM”M: “How did you come to get involved in rugby?”

CL: “My older brother played before me, he played a couple 
of years before and he really wanted me to start playing but 
I wasn’t really a big fan of the idea. I was doing dance at the 
time. He kept pestering me from Fall through to the Spring 
when the rugby season starts, “You have to play, you have 
to play!” He’d insist. And I kept saying “No.” Then my best 
friend, Poet, she told  me that she was going to try it out so 
that also kinda helped me and I decided to give it a try and I 
liked it way more than I thought I would.”

B“TM”M: What was it that you liked about it?

CL: “I feel like the teammates… everybody is really inclusive 
and friendly.” 

Then Chantelle’s voice picks up, “I like the contact,” bring-
ing laughter from her mom, Rachel, and a tear to ol’ Buck-
ster’s eye. continued on P.8...
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Local Rugby talent off
to New Zealand!

By Buck 'The Man' ManySP
O
RT

S B“TM”M: "I can tell from your photos that you 
like it!"
She continues, “I don’t know, just the whole thing. 
I just really love it.”
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...continued from P.7

We are thrilled to be able to support Chantelle Lambert in her cul-
tural rugby trip with Thunder Rugby!  It's been great seeing the love 
and support from Denman island residents purchasing our car wash 
stickers to support a local talent.  We wish her all the best on her trip 
and look forward to seeing her grow as an athlete!

to meet new faces and practise prior to boarding the 
plane, Chantelle says she’s not sure what to antici-
pate. In a little under 3 weeks she and her cohorts 
will play 4 games against various local clubs and 
school teams.

Rachel offers, “even though it’s Winter down under 
the locals will probably take their guests for a swim 
in the ocean once or twice because they think that 
Canadians are hardier.”

She adds, “Apart from the rugby everyone will be 
staying in Marea’s, a communal or sacred place that 
serves religious and social purposes in Polynesian 
societies. Important ceremonies, prayer and large 
feasts. Entrance by invite only.” She concludes say-
ing, “one of Sebastian’s friends is an alumni of this 
program from a couple of years back and he said that 
the best part of the trip was learning about the Maori 
culture.”

And to Buck’s ears, this sounds like Thunder Rugby 
is achieving its stated goal, ‘aiming to develop In-
digenous athletes and foster cultural pride through 
rugby.’

And the folks at Courtenay Nissan clearly agree. 
So much so they’ve teamed with Thunder Rugby 
to sponsor the Car Wash Sticker Fundraiser. A $20 
Thunder Rugby sticker on you car (you know, the 
one with the brown Denman racing stripe?) will 
grant you free car washes for life at Courtenay Nis-
san! I repeat, FREE CAR WASHES FOR LIFE! 
I know what you’re all thinking. “If they are 20 bucks, 
Buck, then those washes ain’t free!”

Yeah, well, technically you may have a point. But I’d 
counter that it’s a rather petty one to make. I mean, is 
a freshly washed car really all that bad? Don’’t tell me 
you’re Anti-wax?! Have you ever stopped to consider how 
much a clean car can raise a house’s curb value (Jordan 
McDonald or Donna Tuele could probably answer that 
one)? And if it happens to be negligible well then just 
think of the value to an initiative providing such fantastic 
opportunities to young indigenous athletes. 200 tickets 
were produced and there are still a few remaining. This 
fundraiser will continue until they are all gone.

continued on P.9...



Email your answers to:
                 theislandsgrapevine @gmail.com
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dominique@ceas.ca / 250-334-3119 
www.workbccentre-courtenay.ca

Denman Island: Activity Centre, 111 Northwest Rd / Hornby Island: 2155 B Sollans Rd
Services offered in French and English / Services disponibles en anglais et en français 

August 2025 / août 2025
Available by appointment only / Sur rendez-vous seulement

Mondays 9am - 3:00 pm / lundi 9h à 15h

Date Location

August / août 4 CLOSED / Fermé

August / août 11 Denman Island

August / août 18 Denman Island

August / août 25 Denman Island

A Taste of
Afghanistan

@SOMAYA_FASHIONSTUDIO
ALL PROCEEDS SUPPORT THE LEG-UP FUND FOR

AFGHAN WOMEN RESETTLING IN CANADA. 

 FASHION EVENT

Join us for a powerful
evening of Afghan
culture and storytelling
through:
 �� Traditional Afghan
cuisine
 �� Live dance
performances
 �� A contemporary
fashion show portraying
the journey of Afghan
women

YOU ARE INVITED

2ND AUG  |  5:30PM

�� Tickets: $25  
Available with cash at:  
Abraxas Books, The
Denman Hardware Store,  
or from Naomi Elliot at
the Farmers Market.

ACTIVITY CENTER, 1111 NORTHWEST
ROAD, DENMAN ISLAND.

Alright, I can sense you’re 
a tough sell. “I wash it, it 

gets dirty,. I wash it again, it gets dirty again…” 

This is why the Grapevine has acquired 5 ‘Free Car 
Wash stickers’ to give away. We’re looking for the 
answer to the skill testing question: “How many 
points are awarded for scoring a try?”
The first 5 respondents make off with the spoils!

...continued from P.8

Did you know that Chantelle is in the running for 
Sports Illustrated and 3Brand's

 Youth Athlete of the year? 
Through online voting she currently sits 2nd in 
her age bracket. Winners of each age group will 
then be pooled prior to determining the winner 
who will feature in a 3Brand ad (of NFL QB Rus-
sell Wilson fame) and also pocket $25,000!

Voting is free and you can vote multiple times. 
There’s a week remaining to the contest. Mouse 
clicks people, mouse clicks! Look for the link on 
our local FB boards. 

Go Chantelle, Go!
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She slides onto the stool next to 
me, a faint scent of ozone and 

desperation trailing behind her.
By Gabriel Jeroschewitz

July 2nd, 2025LI
TE

R
AR

Y

Picture this: I’m sitting in a dimly lit bar, all 
chipped mahogany and questionable stains. The 
air’s thick with the ghosts of bad decisions and 
stale beer. I’m nursing a bourbon, neat – gotta 
keep the palate clean for what’s coming. Then, she 
walks in. She's not just any stranger, but a figure 
from my past, a friend I haven't 
seen in years.
Not an entrance, mind you, 
more like a goddamn appari-
tion. Short black dress, the kind 
that screams, “I’m here to col-
lect your soul, and I’m doing it 
in style.” Red stilettos, six inch-
es of pure, unadulterated fuck 
you to gravity. And the face… 
well, the face is surprisingly… 
human. Beautiful, even if you 
could ignore the glint in her 
eyes that says she knows exact-
ly how many grains of sand are 
left in your hourglass. It's ironic 
how someone who looks so put 
together can be in such an existential crisis.
She slides onto the stool next to me, a faint scent 
of ozone and desperation trailing behind her. 
“Whiskey,” she barks at the bartender, not both-
ering to make eye contact. “And make it snappy, I 
haven’t got all eternity.”
I take a long swig of my bourbon. “Let me guess,” 
I say, the words slurring just a tad, “You’re here to 
tell me I’m… overdue?”
She turns, and that glint in her eye sharpens. 
“Overdue? Darling, you haven’t even lived yet. 
You’ve been sleepwalking through existence, 
mouthing platitudes like a goddamn parrot. 
Overdue implies you had something to deliver. 
You’re just… behind.”
Her whiskey arrives, and she downs it in one go. 
“Look,” she says, wiping her mouth with the back 
of her hand, “Call me… Mort. Look, I’ve been 
reading this book, right? This goddamn brick by 

Musil. The Man Without Qualities. Ever heard of it?”
I nod slowly, trying to keep up with the hairpin turns of this 
conversation. “A philosopher friend once joked that reading 
it is like having a long, elegant conversation with a ghost 
who insists you sit still until the world makes sense.”
Mort snaps her fingers. “Exactly! Bloody brilliant. Except, 
Musil’s ghost is wearing sensible brogues and a tweed jacket. 
I figured I could spice things up a bit.” She gestures to her 
outfit with a flourish. “Gotta keep the clientele entertained, 
you know? Especially the ones on the existential edge.”
I raise an eyebrow. “So, you’re… Grim Reaper goes Gonzo?”
She laughs, a sharp, brittle sound. “Something like that. See, 
this Ulrich guy, right? This ‘man without qualities’? He’s got 
it pegged. The world’s falling apart, empires are crumbling, 

and everyone’s running around trying to 
find meaning in… what? Political rallies? 
Love affairs? Charity bazaars? Pathetic.”
“And you think Musil skewers it all?”
“Skewer? He eviscerates! He takes the piss 
out of every single pompous, self-import-
ant windbag who thinks they’ve got the 
answers. Diotima, Arnheim, and bloody 
General Stumm are all just case studies 
in human delusion! And Ulrich? He’s 
just standing there, watching it all burn, 
because he refuses to play along. He’s a 
goddamn rebel!”
She orders another whiskey. “The thing 
is,” she continues, leaning closer, her voice 
dropping to a conspiratorial whisper, “I’m 
starting to feel it, too. This… this emp-
tiness. I used to think it was just the job. 
You know, escorting souls to the afterlife, 

a bit like being a high-end concierge for the 
dead. But now… now I’m questioning everything. What’s the 
point? What’s the point of any of it? I'm not just questioning 
the purpose of my job, but the purpose of life itself.”
I take another sip of my bourbon. “Sounds like an existential 
crisis, Mort.”
“Crisis? Please! It’s a goddamn meltdown! I’m starting to 
understand Ulrich’s refusal to commit. To anything! Politics, 
love, belief – it’s all a bunch of bullshit designed to distract 
us from the fact that we’re all just hurtling towards oblivion! 
Musil understands that. He gets it! It’s all about possibility, 
not conclusion. It's all about the journey, not the destina-
tion.”
She pauses, staring into her whiskey. “And that sister of 
his – Agathe? Don’t even get me started. That taboo-tinged 
relationship? That yearning for something real, something 
beyond the intellectual masturba- ...continued on P.12...

Dedicated to Robert, Edler von Musil. PG has a 
few naughty words.
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2750 Shingle Spit Road 
Hornby Island

PUBLIC OPENINGS

9:30am – 1:30pm
July 15 – August 14 
Tuesdays & Thursdays

 
Evenings 7 – 9:30pm 

 Fri July 25 & Wed July 30 

SCULPTURE TOURS  
Every opening day at 10am

SPECIAL EVENTS

Kokoro Dance
Tue July 22 12pm*

 Thur July 24 12pm 
Fri July 25 8pm 

Borealis String Quartet
Tue July 29 12pm 
Wed July 30 8pm**

Thur July 31 12pm
  

*July 22 short film & artist talk followed 
by dance workshop after park closing 

Free by registration (see website) 
 

**July 30 Canadian premiere of ‘Galatea 
String Quartet’ by Paul Alexander

Visit our website for details on the 
summer openings & events

www.rubinoffsculpturepark.org
Free Admission
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It Shouldn't Have Taken This Much

 For Mainstream Voices To 
Start Speaking Up About Gaza

By Caitlin Johnstone
July 28th, 2025

O
PI
N
IO

N
Israel’s top human rights group B’Tselem has finally de-
clared that Israel is committing genocide, as has the Isra-
el-based Physicians for Human Rights. The Israeli organi-
zations join Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch, 
UN human rights experts, and the overwhelming majority 
of leading authorities on the subject of genocide in their 
conclusion.
The debate is over. The Israel apologists lost. And we are 
seeing this reflected in mainstream discourse.

tion of the Viennese 
elite? It’s heartbreaking! 

It's a tragedy, a poignant portrayal of searching for 
intimacy in a world destined for disintegration.”
“So, you’re finding solace in a book about the disin-
tegration of everything?”
“Solace? No! Recognition! Musil doesn’t give you 
answers; he gives you better questions. He throws 
you into a maze of ideas, a labyrinth of doubt. 
And in each room, you catch a glimpse of some-
thing… real. The beauty of uncertainty, the dignity 
of complexity.”
She sighs, running a hand through her perfectly 
coiffed hair. “And the unfinished nature of it all… 
It’s perfect! Life’s unfinished. A constant interrup-
tion. Musil gets it!
She looks at me, her eyes suddenly clear and fo-
cused. “Reading this book is like walking through a 
city you thought you knew, only to find unfamiliar 
doors on every street. It forces you to confront your 
bullshit, to question your own so-called beliefs. It’s 
not a book for everyone, I'll grant you that, but for 
the ones willing to meet it on its terms, it’s a god-
damn companion. A difficult one, sure, but a neces-
sary one! You know, in times when certainty feels 
dishonest, and simplicity feels like betrayal.”
She finishes her whiskey and stands up, towering 
over me in ridiculous heels. “Anyway,” she says, a 
wry smile on her lips. “I’ve got souls to collect. And 
maybe, just maybe, I’ll suggest they read The Man 
Without Qualities on their way to the other side. 
Might give them something to think about.”

She turns to leave, her short black dress swaying 
with each step. As she reaches the door, she pauses 
and looks back at me. “Remember,” she says, her 
voice barely a whisper, “a life examined is rarely 
tidy, but it can still be luminous, even in its incom-
pleteness. With that, she disappears into the night, 
leaving me with my bourbon and a lot to think 
about. I drain my glass, the liquor burning a path 
down my throat. Maybe she’s right. Perhaps we’re 
all just sleepwalking. But maybe, just maybe, there’s 
still time to wake up. Even if the Grim Reaper has to 
dress like Hunter S. Thompson or Kate Moss to get 
the message across.

...continued from P.10

...continued on P.13...



• THE ISLANDS GRAPEVINE •  JULY 31ST, 2025  • 13 •
Pop megastar Ariana Grande 
has started speaking out in 

support of Gaza, telling her social media followers that 
“starving people to death is a red line.” This is a new 
threshold. Opposing Israel’s genocide is now the most 
mainstream as it has ever been.
MSNBC just ran a piece explicitly titled “Israel is 
starving Gaza. And the U.S. is complicit.”, featuring a 
segment with the virulently pro-Israel Morning Joe 
slamming the mass atrocity. CNN’s Wolf Blitzer, him-
self a former AIPAC employee, has done a 180 and 
is now raking Israel over the coals on the air for its 
deliberately engineered starvation campaign. The New 
York Times finally overcame its phobia of the g-word 
with an op-ed titled “I’m a Genocide Scholar. I Know 
It When I See It.”
We’re now seeing notoriously Zionist swamp monsters 
in the Democratic Party like Barack Obama, Hakeem 
Jeffries, Cory Booker and Amy Klobuchar changing 
their tune and attacking Netanyahu and Trump for 
their joint genocide project in Gaza, with increasingly 
forceful pushback from some on the right like Marjo-
rie Taylor Greene as well.

As western pundits, politicians and celebrities sud-
denly pivot to denouncing Israel’s genocidal atrocities 
after two years of silence, it’s hard to believe that just a 
few weeks ago we were being told that saying “death to 
the IDF” is a hate crime.
People who’ve been staring at this genocide from the 
beginning have been asking the entire time, what is it 
going to take? What will it take for our society to stop 
sleepwalking through inane trivialities and vapid dis-
tractions and start opposing the holocaust of our day?
Raining military explosives on a giant concentration 
camp packed full of children wasn’t enough.
Burning children alive wasn’t enough.
Systematically destroying Gaza’s entire healthcare 
infrastructure — up to and including entering hospitals 
they’ve attacked and destroying individual pieces of 
medical equipment one by one — wasn’t enough.
Killing more journalists than were killed in both 
World Wars plus the US Civil War, the Korean War, 
the Vietnam War, the Yugoslav Wars, the War in 
Afghanistan, and the ongoing war in Ukraine wasn’t 
enough.
The systemic rape and torture of prisoners wasn’t 
enough.

IDF soldiers routinely sharing photos and videos of 
themselves mockingly dressing in the clothes of dead 
and displaced Palestinian women and playing with the 
toys of dead and displaced Palestinian children wasn’t 
enough. ...continued on P.14...

...continued from P.12
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Israeli officials openly ex-
pressing genocidal intent 

for the people of Gaza wasn’t enough.
The US president and Israeli prime minister openly 
declaring their goal of the complete ethnic cleansing 
of a Palestinian territory wasn’t enough.
Field testing new weapons of war on Palestinians like 
they’re guinea pigs in a laboratory wasn’t enough.
Leaving countless civilians to slowly suffocate or die 
of dehydration trapped under the rubble of bombed 
buildings wasn’t enough.
Creating an AI system to ensure that suspected Hamas 
fighters are bombed when they’re at home with their 
children and naming it “Where’s Daddy?” wasn’t 
enough.
Using Palestinians as human shields wasn’t enough.
Burying injured civilians alive with bulldozers wasn’t 
enough.

The IDF admitting to running a popular Telegram 
channel called “72 Virgins” which posted extremely 
gory and sadistic snuff films of people in Gaza being 
butchered by Israeli forces wasn’t enough.
IDF snipers routinely shooting children in the head 
and chest throughout the Gaza Strip wasn’t enough.
The IDF flying drones which play the sounds of 
crying babies at night in order to lure out hiding 
civilians to murder them wasn’t enough.
IDF troops telling the Israeli press that they’re being 
ordered to massacre starving civilians seeking food 
from aid sites wasn’t enough.

Israeli snipers targeting different body parts of starv-
ing civilians on designated days — leg day, head day, 
genitals day, etc — wasn’t enough.
Far right Israeli citizens setting up blockades to stop 
aid trucks from entering Gaza while they enjoyed par-
ties and barbecues at the blockade sites wasn’t enough.

Using lies and propaganda to dismantle the aid system 
for bringing essential food and life-supporting supplies 
into Gaza, to replace it with a US/Israeli op where aid 
seekers are massacred every single day, wasn’t enough.
Using siege warfare to deliberately starve Gaza for the 
previous 22 months wasn’t enough.
But now that starvation has hit a critical point and 
deaths from malnutrition are skyrocketing, now that 
images of dead skeletal children are filling our screens, 
now that the damage to organs and brains from 
starvation will be irreversible in many cases — now it’s 
enough.
That was the line, apparently. That’s what mainstream 
western consciousness has decided is too much. Every-
thing up until that line was fine, but now it’s not fine 
anymore.
And the killing is still going on. The sudden awaken-
ing of conscience hasn’t translated into any material 
actions or changes at all yet. If it had come in October 
or November 2023 like it should have we might be see-
ing that opposition translate into actually saving Gaza 
by now, but the light has only just been switched on. 
It’s not even guaranteed that those who are speaking 
up will continue to do so.

...continued from P.13
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ISLANDS GRAPEVINE EDITORIAL POLICIES
Opinions expressed in the Grapevine do not necessarily reflect that of the Publisher.

Inciting violence, hate speech and pejorative language will not be tolerated.

Whether covering events that entertain us, presenting issues that concern and
affect us or highlighting the many interesting and gifted people we call neighbour, the 
Grapevine celebrates the diversity and inclusivity of our shared island life. The following 
is our policy on content:

• Profiles of individuals, history, reviews and op ed are published free of charge.
• Literary content including poetry, stories, belle lettres are published free of charge.
• Promotional content for products, services, programs, and events will be published at going advertising rates. 
• Public service announcements, notices of meetings, and news releases will be published for a fee. Exceptions
	 will be made for emergencies where the public is immediately endangered.
• With regret, no exceptions can be made for non-profit status.
• Letters to the Editor are published free of charge.

The Grapevine is happy to provide an open, public forum for all islanders to speak and be heard. We are stead- fast in our 
commitment to uphold freedom of expression.

As the record of our times, every issue of the Grapevine is a compilation of that week’s submissions. We do not editorialize 
content, nor do we censor. We ask that writers moderate their own content. The Grapevine reserves the right to edit for 
brevity.

We are open to contributions from all Denman & Hornby Islanders. If you’ve something to say, send it our way! No copy 
and paste submissions. In your own words, please!

I’m glad people are waking up to the cruel reality 
of this nightmare. I’m grateful to each and every 
influential voice who uses their platform to speak 
out, even at this late date. I truly am.
But I also think we need to take a very hard, very 
uncomfortable look at ourselves as a society right 
now. If all those monstrous abuses were tolerable 
for us over these last two years, there’s something 
deeply and profoundly sick about our civilization.
We are not living right. We are not thinking right. 
We are not feeling right. We are warped and twist-
ed. The information we consume and the norms 
we’ve been conditioned to accept have corrupted 
our souls.
We have been made into something bad. Some-
thing ugly. Something shameful. Something we 

need to do everything in our power to change.
We need to rescue ourselves from what we have become. 
We need to transform, deeply and radically, into some-
thing that could never again allow something like this to 
occur.

The way things are clearly isn’t working. The mainstream 
worldview is clearly a lie. Everything we’ve been taught to 
believe about our society, our nation, our government and 
our world was clearly false.
We need to fight our way through the cognitive dissonance 
of recognizing that our entire way of looking at things as 
a collective has failed, and we need to find a new way of 
being.
Otherwise we’re going to keep being smashed in the face 
with increasingly horrifying reminders of what we have 
allowed ourselves to become.
The lessons will repeat until they are learned.
We had better start learning them.
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The older I get, the 
more I regret all the 
people I've lost over 
the years. Maybe 
being a trail guide 
wasn't such a great 
idea after all.

•DOWN •

1. Christmas stamps
2. Cold home
3. Full of vim and 

vigor
4. Ar chaser
5. Print goofs
6. Asian country
7. Flowery scent
8. Anoint, formerly
9. Canine category
10. Period of time
11. Civilian dress
12. To cut open
13. Call a halt to
24. Cooper's tool
26. Poetic pronoun
27. Air pump meas.
29. Brimming with 

gossip
31. Privately between 

two individuals
32. Deity
33. Avoid the truth
34. A Canadian 

export
35. Beholden letters
36. Bon word
37. 55 letters
38. Additionally
39. Bearing pivot
40. Act the human
43. Removed weeds
46. Ante up
48. Change the locks
50. Brunch dish
51. Brava or Rica 

• ACROSS •

1. L or XL
5. Acclaim
10. Aussie flock
14. Sponsorship, var.
15. Jungle charger
16. Littlest of the litter
17. Bavarian range
18. Bendix role
19. Bushy do
20. Cut off branches
21. Type of 
thermometer
22. Bit of advice
23. Certain bean
25. Musical direction
27. Card marking
28. Chromosome 
letters
30. Contain
32. Donut topping
35. Up to the minute
41. Black gold
42. Exclamation of joy 
or victory
44. And also not
45. Dixie
47. Cow part
49. Assent asea
50. Dull and bovine
51. 1951 Johnnie Ray 
song
53. Piece of 
information
57. Get a glimpse of
61. Baby fish
62. Construct

63. Caught ya!
64. Atlas dot
66. Prickly pear
67. Black gem
68. Bachelor party
69. Biscotti flavor
70. Cold cut place
71. A final blow
72. Heron's cousin
73. Batter's stats

preceder
52. Pass along
54. Between three
55. An ungulate
56. Czarist edict
58. Less nutty
59. Biology 

divisions
60. Geometry term
61. Kind of capital
65. Big head
66. Dundee refusal
67. Adorer's writeup

• Last Week's ANSWERS •• Last Week's ANSWERS •

• TEST YOUR MATH SKILLS •• TEST YOUR MATH SKILLS •

• Last Week’s Answers •• Last Week’s Answers •

• GRAPEVINE CROSSWORD •• GRAPEVINE CROSSWORD •

GRUMPISM

“

“
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• CLASSIFIED ADS •• CLASSIFIED ADS •• SERVICES •

Exterior cleaning service. Offering 
cleaning solutions for your windows, 
gutters, roofs, decks, driveways, 
chimneys, siding, awnings, etc. 
Reasonable rates with professional 
results. 
Call or text Bjorn for free estimate. 
250 465 8645 

GUTTERS seamless, supply and install
also repairs, for free estimate contact
Kevin at 250 335 1986 or cell at 
250 667 3233. Serving All Areas.

MR. FIX-IT PLUMBING & All household 
major and small appliances. All large 
and small machinery. Yard machinery, 
chainsaws, outboards, automotive, 
sharpening, welding and fabricating. Call 
Rick Graham 335-0954.(HI) 

• FOR SALE • 

Estate/garage sale August 2-3/  3395 
Lacon Rd., antiques, furniture, tools, 
sporting goods, housewares and more. 
9:30 - 4:00 No early birds  
 
+APPLIANCES FOR SALE. Ranges, wash
ers, dryers, fridges, dishwashers, gas/
electric range. All fully restored and 
come with a full six month warranty. 
Call Rick Graham 335-0954.
Denman Island local cedar kindling sales. 
Wildcrafted. Artisanal! Damn Cheap! 
Your fire will thank you! By burning!!
DISCLAIMER: “Denman Island natural 
cedar kindling” is not intended to diag-
nose or treat any medical condition. For 
external use only. 
250-897-8184 

WAGNER FIREWOOD. 2 cords to Den-
man, $680 plus GST.  Hornby, $720 plus 
GST.  Text or call Scott at 
250-334-7323 

• FOR RENT •

Term certain Rental. Denman Island. 
Oct.1st, 2025 to March 31st, 2026.
Spacious one-bedroom, furnished, ocean 
front, newly built suite. Rent includes wa-
ter, hydro, laundry, WiFi, off road covered 
parking. No pets. Phone 250 335 3277

• HELP OFFERED•

“Are you needing help with your yard 
and or housework?  Let’s discuss your 
project!
Current Availability for weekly scheduled 
work or one off jobs. 
Email : denmanislandlm@gmail.com or 
call/ text 250-895-9422
Local references available ”

• HELP WANTED •

Help required for the construction of a 
residential home, out buildings, and devel-
opment of acreage on Denman Island.  
Construction and equipment operating 
experience an asset. Wages neg.  
Call Thorne at (403) 471-8965.

• COMMUNITY NOTICES •

COMOX VALLEY TRANSITION 
SOCIETY EMERGENCY CRISIS LINE:
 250-338-1227 or Text: 250-218-4034 For 
more info visit 
https://cvts.ca 

NEED HELP? Alcoholics Anonymous 
250-338-8042

Northern Lights and the Hall                         photo by  Nick Montgomery
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THURSDAY 31

FRIDAY 1

SATURDAY 2

MONDAY 4

TUESDAY 5

WEDNESDAY 6

THURSDAY 7

• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
• RECYCLING CENTRE 1-5pm
• BOTTLE DEPOT 1-5pm
• CAP SITE Hub Comm. Hall 4-7pm
• FOOD BANK Hub Comm. Hall 4-7pm
• FREE STORE 3-5pm

• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
• RECYCLING CENTRE 9:30am-5pm 
• BOTTLE DEPOT 9:30am-5pm
• FREE STORE 9-12:30pm
• FARMERS MARKET Old School 9:30-12:30  
• A Taste Of Afghanistan 5:30pm DAC

• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
• AA Meeting DIUC Gathering Place 7pm

FRIDAY 8

SATURDAY 9

MONDAY 11

TUESDAY 12

WEDNESDAY 13

THURSDAY 14

SUNDAY 10

• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
• RECYCLING CENTRE 9:30am-5pm
• BOTTLE DEPOT 9:30am-5pm
• FARMERS MARKET Old School 9:30-12:30                 
• FREE STORE 9-12:30pm

• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
• RECYCLING CENTRE 1-5pm
• BOTTLE DEPOT 1-5pm
• Kaimerata Summer Festival Concert I 
                                         7pm D.I. Community Hall

                               ❧ B.C. DAY ❧
• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
• AA Meeting DIUC Gathering Place   7pm
• Employment Services 9am-3pm DAC

• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm

• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
• RECYCLING CENTRE 1-5pm
• BOTTLE DEPOT 1-5pm
• CAP SITE Hub Comm. Hall 4-7pm
• FOOD BANK Hub Comm. Hall 4-7pm
• FREE STORE 3-5pm
• Denman ART Studio Tour 10-4pm    

• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
• AA Meeting DIUC Gathering Place 7pm
• Employment Services 9am-3pm DAC

• Peter T. Mason • Land Surveying 757•8788 (All)
• Able & Ready Septic Pumping Service • 250•338•8822 (D/H)
• Bottled Water Delivery • DenmanWater.ca • 250•228•7161 (D)
• True View Tree Care • Wild Bill - Senior's Discount • 250 • 898 • 7246

•  ( H )  H o r n b y  •  ( D )  D e n m a n  •  ( U B )  U n i o n  B a y  ••  ( H )  H o r n b y  •  ( D )  D e n m a n  •  ( U B )  U n i o n  B a y  •
•  ( F B )  F a n n y  B a y  •  ( C )  C o u r t e n a y/ C o m ox  ••  ( F B )  F a n n y  B a y  •  ( C )  C o u r t e n a y/ C o m ox  •

• Good Medicine Massage • Carly Woolner • (250) 879-0979. By Appt. (D)
• Physiotherapist • Acupuncturist • TCM Herbs • Carmen RPT, RTCMP 	
		                  www.spectrahealth.ca   335•2260  (D/H)	  
• Physiotherapy • Christopher Mainella 250-335-2260              
• Massage Clinic • 2796 Northwest Rd. • Leyah Kelly 335•2584 (D)
• Acupuncture • Jenny McCartney, R.Ac • 250•508•8160

• Denman Activity Centre (Seniors) Rentals  335•3027 (D/H)
• ACCOMMODATIONS & RENTALS •

• REAL ESTATE • INSURANCE • FINANCIAL SERVICES •
• Jordan McDonald • Oakwyn Realty • 604•616•1137 (D/H)
• Tuele Group, Royal LePage in the Comox Valley, 
                                                                                                Jenessa & Donna 250 335 1720

• BUILDING • CONSTRUCTION •
• Excavator/Backhoe/Tandem Gravel Truck & Transfer Trailer
         Kenny Mather •  250•703•6512 (All) • John Isbister • 250•335•2565 (D)
• Tandem Gravel Truck & Transfer Trailer • Lora Mercieca 
					       • 250•650•9986 (D/H)
• Wicked Shovel Excavating & Landscaping • Doug Schmidt • 		
					        250•222•8076 (ALL)
• Ray Ulovec Excavator/Backhoe, ROWP Septic Installer, Land clearing,                 
                                                                               ponds, site prep.  250-335-3145 (D/H)

• HEALTH & WELLNESS •

• BUSINESS DIRECTORY •• BUSINESS DIRECTORY •

• SERVICES •

FORTNIGHT EVENTSFORTNIGHT EVENTS

• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
• RECYCLING CENTRE 1-5pm
• BOTTLE DEPOT 1-5pm
• FREE STORE 9-12:30pm

• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
• RECYCLING CENTRE 1-5pm
• BOTTLE DEPOT 1-5pm
• CAP SITE Hub Comm. Hall 4-7pm
• FOOD BANK Hub Comm. Hall 4-7pm
• FREE STORE 3-5pm
• Kaimerata Summer Festival Concert II 
                                         7pm D.I. Community Hall

• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
• AA Meeting DIUC Gathering Place 7pm
• Kaimerata Summer Festival Concert III 
                                         4pm D.I. Community Hall

SUNDAY 3

• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm


