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SPECIAL INTEREST

Wheelie Bin Composter
for Composting Toilets, : o ;
* © in association with Aquari-
SP ark Hosted Wor kShOP an Systems, will be hosting a

Aug 9th 2025, 10am-4pm one day workshop to build a
By Ed Hoeppner cOmposting bin for composting
toilets. Participants will learn
how to modify a 240 litre wheeled recycling bin so that it can be used to
compost humanure.

H ornby Island’s SPARK,

Bins and all other materials will be supplied by SPARK. The bins are
rated for use for organics. Other wheeled recycling bins are not suitable
because most of them have a steel grab bar for machine pick up. These
bars penetrate the body of the bin allowing compost leachate to leak out,

contaminating the space the bins are in, and creating a potential health
hazard.

An effective compost chamber allows for drainage and ventilation.
Without effective drainage, liquids in the compost drain to the bottom of
the mass creating anaerobic conditions not suitable for good compost-
ing. Durable materials (stainless steel) will be provided to create a raised
floor from the bottom of the bin, to facilitate drainage. A vent pipe will
channel air from the top of the bin to the bottom space allowing for air
to be available to the bottom of the mass to aid the composting process
as well as to be available for worms (red wigglers) to work their magic,
while they dine on their bounty, transforming the humanure to worm
castings.

A drain will be installed near bin bottom in order to drain off the liquid
precipitating from the pile. The vent pipe providing air to the bottom
space is designed so that water can be introduced in the top of the pipe
in order to flush out the slurry that inevitably builds up. This is flushed
out the bottom to drain to a suitable location or receptacle.

These bins can be used in a number of ways. If there is enough room
beneath the bathroom floor, they can be placed directly beneath the
throne, to fill directly. Approximately 48” headroom is required beneath
the floor joists. When the bin is full, it can be wheeled out to be placed
in a suitable location for processing until fully matured/cured. Another
bin is then put beneath the throne while the first one is composting. The
number of bins can be added to, depending on the number of residents
using the system.

If there is not enough room under the floor to place a bin, then a smaller
receptacle can be used directly beneath and then emptied into the bin
until the bin is full. This bin is then set aside for composting while a sec-
ond one is filled. This is similar to the ‘Humanure’ system that uses a five
gallon container system that gets emptied every few days into an active
composting bin. One can see the Humanure systems online.

In order to provide air to the top of the compost continued on PA...




COMMUNITY NEWS
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Save the Date! A
Snag Farm Housing Co- op s part of the Islands Trust / Denman TIDE TABLE
5 Housing Action Plan, we at The Snag Farm - Secondary Tidal Station Ford Cove

—XI—Y—‘InfO Session: Sunday July 13 are asking the Local Trust Committee to con- - Souroe: s ccar

2 5 PM 2025-07-03 (Thu)
£=J LTIV sider pre-zoning our 42 acre property at 5400 | Time PDT (m)  (ft)
; P & property 00:05 4.629 152
by The Snag Farm Housing Co-op Northwest Road to allow a total of 10 one 07.55 1950 64
acre lots of economical, ecological “cluster 14:40 3.238 106
housing” The property would be owned by a not-for-profit housing co-op, which would %:2556_ 07_%25(%ﬁ ) 10.0
take it off the market via provincial legislation - no one (including us) will ever be able to | Time PDT (m) =~ (ft)

make a profit from the land. 00:31 4480 14.7
08:41 1.682 55

16:35 3561 117
Our goals are: (1) to bring more people into our oft-grid, subsistence-based intentional 18:59 3485 114
" ject (f 6o bl th ): (2) to furth ‘ R 2025-07-05 (Sat)
community project (for more info please see thesnag.org); o further restore a former | e ppT (m) ~ (f2)
gravel pit to a condition in which it can support a diversity of species, including human 00:56 4.336  14.2
beings, via subsistence conservation; (3) in the short term, to help alleviate the housing ?g%g é‘ggg 411.28 3
crisis by providing an affordable option for safe, non-precarious housing (4) for the longer | 20:35 3773 124
term, to contribute to community discussions that can open up innovative solutions to 2025-07-06 (Sun)

Time PDT
accommodating people of all income and wealth levels on Denman Island. 0{72'5 4.2(1’%) 1(3f_t §

10:01 1.261 4.1

. . . . 18:17 4.164 13.7
We understand that discussions around housing have often been fraught and difficult. 22:09 3887 128

Therefore we are holding a series of facili- 7 %025-%5;{7( (A;Ion)(ﬁ)
. . . . i o X o ime m

tated information/discussion events, to 0L:57 4133 136
introduce people to our particular vision, 10:38 1082 3.5

. . 18:47  4.361 14.3
talk about hqw it relates to general issues 317 3890 128
around housing on Denman, and tour
the property.

2025-07-08 (Tue)
Time PDT (m) (ft)
02:43 4.094 134
11:15 0.907 3.0
19:16 4.504 14.8
2025-07-09 (Wed)
Time PDT (m)  (ft)
00:04 3.851 12.6
03:35 4.101 135
11:51 0.740 24
19:45 4.608 15.1
2025-07-10 (Thu)

The first of these sessions will be held at
the Big Pond event space (see directions
to D-Centre at <thesnag.org/contact>,
from 2-5 PM on Sunday July 13th. There
will be a presentation from 2-3 PM,; facil-
itated discussion from 3-4; a tour / drinks

Time PDT (m) ~ (ft)
and snacks from 4-5. (Please feel free 00:42  3.795 Olf 5
to bring something to add to the table, and if you want to be sure to have a comfy chair, 04:27  4.138  13.6
please bring that too.) 1228 0600 2.0

20:16  4.683 154

Further details on the proposal will be posted on our website at <thesnag.org/prezoning>, along with links to
relevant documents and background information.

You can send any questions or comments to <charredsnag@gmail.com>

We hope to see you there! g%

Correction Notice

With apologies to our readers and to contributor Alex Allen,

a technical oversight left Alex’s piece from last issue (#1690) missing its final five paragraphs!
For those of you who may have been left hanging, you can find his article in full on our website.
https://theislandsgrapevine.com/2025/06/26/shucking-oysters-their-home-and-native-land/
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..continued from P2 magss, there is a second vent near
the top of the bin that allows

the mass to breathe from the top and to facilitate air

flow from the bottom to the top of the pile. If the bin is

placed beneath the bathroom floor, this top vent can be

hooked up to a 4” pipe that vents up above the roof of

the house, thus eliminating odours from the toilet area.

This workshop is for those who are handy with tools
and would like to learn how to modify one of these
wheeled bins for their personal use, or if one is so in-
clined, offer a service providing compost bins for people
wanting to purchase one. Their is a potential business
here for someone.

The cost of the workshop is $395.00. This covers the
cost of one bin, materials, and use of the SPARK space
and tools, and $345.00 for a second bin and materials.
It is highly recommended getting two bins right off, as
a second one will be needed when the first one is full.
These bins (specifically designed for organics and no
grab bar) are only available by the pallet (11 bins) at
wholesale cost. There is no local retailer for them and
the wholesaler will not sell less than a full pallet at a
time.

Maximum number of participants is 10-12 people.

Sign up early to make sure you get a space. Registration
deadline is July 15th. We need to know the number of
registrants in order to procure enough bins and mate-
rials for everyone. Payment will be required at time of

registration to pay for materials. 21ST ANNUAL DENMAN ISLAND

To register contact Peter Mills at (250) 335-1847. For

more information call Peter or Ed Hoeppner at (250) S.o C C E R TOU RH AME H T

335-2037.

Detailed photos and description of the bins can be seen
at aquariansystems.ca. &%
w
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OPINION

Shucking Oysters:

Sound Baths I don’t know

By Alex Allen about you, but

I moved toa

small, rural

island to get
away from the city, the constant, frenetic hamster-in-

a-wheel existence. Everyone in a hurry to get nowhere,

as my mother used to say. And the noise. The constant
noise. Looking for peace and tranquility, I moved to
Hornby. Sadly, it can be just as noisy as the city.

For over a year now, I rarely have had a day without
hearing a chainsaw in my neighbourhood. I feel like I

live in the middle of a commercial wood lot. Everyday.
Sometimes all day. (And I'm not talking about the inces-
sant arborists.) And on some days we have the chainsaw

duet. These aren’t artists carving wood sculptures. In

fact, I don't know what they're cutting anymore (on the

small rural residential lots), let alone what’s left to cut.

Think about this, for an average human conversation,
the volume level is 50dB, a

« THE ISLANDS GRAPEVINE « JULY 3RD, 2025 + 5«

to noise than birds in open urban environments. Hu-
man noise influences their reproductive success and
stress hormones, changes their patterns of predation
pressure and seed dispersal and affects pollination by
hummingbirds.

Noise even has a lasting effect on trees and plants.
Another study by scientists at the same universi-

ty, revealed that human noise pollution affects the
diversity of plant life in an ecosystem, even after the
noise has been removed. So, how does exposure to
natural sound benefit human health? Rachel Buxton,
a professor at Carleton University in Ottawa, found
that bird sounds helped alleviate stress and annoy-
ance. And water sounds enhanced positive emotions
like tranquility, awareness, and relaxation. Back to
the neighbourhood. Chainsawing every day. Cocktail
hour. Dinner time. Long weekends. Short of having
a warm and fuzzy heart-to-heart with Mr. Chainsaw
Massacre, or moving out of the neighbourhood, my
options are limited.

I did find a few possible

diesel truck 85dB, and the — ¥
neighbour’s chainsaw 120dB — g
(same as an AC/DC concert). - W .
Sounds 120dB and above s <2l
cause instantaneous harm, y ] '
as in, noise pollution. Stud-
ies have proven that people
living with noise pollution
can feel irritable, on edge,
frustrated, or angry. In fact,
if a person feels they cannot

control the amount of noise
in their environment, its im-

solutions. I could sound-
proof the windows by
rearranging the furniture
a little. The couch, mat-
tress, bookshelves are all
thick enough to dampen
the noise a bit. [Make sure
you talk to your signifi-
cant other before doing
this, they wonder of your
well-being.] But what
about outside? One site

pact on their mental health
intensifies. Well, that explains everything.

And we're not just driving one another crazy with the
daily noise that fills most of our neighbourhoods. It’s
smothering the ability of the wildlife to communicate

with one another. Writer and naturalist, Nancy Lawson,
reminds us, that they are our neighbours too. “And they

can't just run inside and put on noise-cancelling head-

phones.” [Which I am now wearing indoors because the
chainsaw just started its proverbial day.] A 2020 Califor-
nia Polytechnic State University study showed [to idiots]
that birds living in rural forests tend to be more sensitive

recommended building

a stream or a fountain to
counter background noise. More like a raging river
and a very large fountain. I did a bit of research, and
a life-size replica of the Trevi Fountain in Rome, just
might actually drown out the noise in my neighbour-
hood.

For the passive-aggressive grudge holders, here’s a
different kind of solution. Schedule your loudest
chores for when your neighbour is home and all is
quiet. Extra points if you own a chainsaw, leaf blower
or wood chipper. I don't own any

of the above, however, I do have continued on P6..
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access to over 10 hours of
chainsawing recordings and
a loud speaker. Instead of harbouring nefarious thoughts
of redemption, for therapy, I am currently working on a
screenplay, “The Massacre of the Chainsaws.” It’s about
four couples, home sharing for two weeks on a small
island and next door Mr Chainsaw...

...continued from P.5

How about a No Power Tool day? Maybe Sundays. For the
birds and the bees and the trees. And some of us “natural-
ists” -- one with nature but not naked. Can you imagine?
It’s like duringthe pandemic, when no one was flying any-
where. Studies showed how happy the ecosystems were
worldwide during those two years. Is that too much of an
ask? The Constances, the Do-alotties, the Incessants, are
you able to just chill? Not weed whack your back yard for

three days? Think for a moment whether that tree really

We're Hiring

a Manager!

Looking for a friendly, diplomatic, organized person with
management & administrative experience.

The job is not time-consuming, but it con be complex as
it invohves llaising with DIRA, CVRD, waste management

deportments, community groups & the general publie.

It requires some understanding of HR tasks, such as
hiring, managing stalf & scheduling, working with the
Bookkerpar to ensure payrall iz done on time, & ensuring
staff hove o safe workspoace & good emergency tralning.

The Manager |s atso responsible for maintalning rellable
communication with vendors & suppliers (wheo soch
have unique quirks for shipping, deliveries & pickups).

Familiarity with spreadshests |z helpful, though budgets
& quarterly reports are prapared by the Bookiteapar. Wa
use Gmail & Google Drive for filing records, documenting
procedures & maintalning contact lists. Must ba
computer lterate & available via cellphone.

The Manoger usually works at least | shift per week to
ensure they are In tune with the ¢hop, 8o this requires a
lovel of physical fitness. The ime commitment is 7-10 hrs
per woeek. The 2028 poy rate is $36.78 per hour. Apply by
July 16™ as we hope to start training by July 20th.

Send your resume before July 157 to

-" DenmanRecyclingCentreg@gmail.com

has to come down.

And special note to Mr. Chainsaw Massacre, as Jack
Handey wrote, if trees could scream, would you be so
cavalier about cutting them down? You might not, if they
screamed all the time, for no good reason. And now into
the forest I go, to lose my mind and find my soul. .

p ;

25YEARS OF WALDORF TOYS '

ON HOBRMBEY ISLAND
wwraisilldeltan dwal dorftovs.com

Children need to see adults engaged in meaningful work, for
it inspires children to play. When helping children who can't
play. it is astonishing how quiclkdy play can be reactivated.
once children are exposed to real wore. Without play children
are less likely to be able to form their own independent ideas.
This in turn can have an impact on society, for democracies
rd}r on chitizens |:un'i.1:|3il:-1-n to lJ:.Lul:auﬁ.wl}fmd mdnpeu.dqnl:l'].f
Omn the other hand, totalitarian regimes do not tolerate
such independent thinking... If one wants to prepare children for
life in an active and thriving democratic state, then it is critical
that we help them play creatively when they are young,

Toan Almond)

L &




ADVERTORIAL

é Guld? to As we enter into summer on Hornby,

Hornby's Vacation HISTRA and our members want to pro-

Rental Bylaws vide the community with an idea of what a
) legally operating Vacation Rental looks like
under the current rules and reflect on the
concerns we've heard about environmental
impacts and crowded and noisy houses.
Over our 6 years HISTRA has worked hard with our members to help
ensure they know and can meet the bylaws and support their visitors to
tread more lightly in our community. Among many other things, we
encourage, and some require, guests bring their linens, so they aren't
washed here. We help owners to set limits and monitor water use, ask
guests take their garbage and recycling off island and some guests bring
their own drinking water. You can read about more in our Best Practices
guide on HISTRA.ca under the resources menu.
We want to be sure our community knows that a legally operating vaca-
tion rental will:
1. only rent short term from May 1st to September 30th
2. have parking off the street
3. offer a maximum of 3 bedrooms, 4 on properties bigger than one
hectare
just a note: the average maximum capacity of Hornby Vacation Rent-
als this year is 6
4. follow the noise bylaws
5. have a sign out front, including a contact number
6. have only one guest group each week, though folks who are part of
that group may come or leave at different times during the week
7. NOT have tents or RVs on the property
8. for those on Anderson, Whaling Station and High Salal, (the cur-
rent high risk aquifer area in the bylaws) - have a certification that
states the septic system can support residential and vacation rental
use.
9. have a provincial registration number
10. pay PST, MRDT and, when required, GST
All of this is in our existing bylaws, provincial and federal regulations, so
a Vacation Rental that rents out of season, has tents or RVs, doesn't have
a registration number or is noisy beyond what is allowed, by definition, is
not legally operating.
Many Vacation Rentals shift back and forth between owners and rentals
over the summer. If you have concerns about the actions of Vacation
Rental guests in a neighbourhood, please reach out to your neighbour to
talk with them. A one-on-one conversation can often clear up any confu-
sion and create resolution.
In most cases a neighbour is grateful to know if those renting have
brought more people than allowed or are making too much noise, and if
it’s the owner, their family or friends, they will also want to hear neigh-
bours’ concerns. Lots of families have big annual gatherings here each
summer.
If you know it’s a Vacation Rental that isn't following the bylaw require-
ments and a one-on-one conversation doesn’t resolve the concerns, you
can contact the Islands Trust bylaw enforcement team at (250) 405-5196.
You can also fill out the form on this web page: https://islandstrust.bc.ca/
mapping-resources/report-a-concern/
We know summer is a busy time for our community, we hope sharing
this information helps us all live together and address any concerns with
respect and compassion for everyone. ¥

By the Hornby Island Short Term
Rental Association
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THE |EFFREY RUBINIOFF
SCULPTURE PARK

2750 Shingle Spit Road
Hornby Island

PUBLIC OPENINGS
9:30am — 1:30pm
July 15 — August 14
Tuesdays & Thursdays

Evenings 7 —9:30pm
Fri July 25 & Wed July 30

SCULPTURE TOURS
Every opening day at 10am

SPECIAL EVENTS

Kokoro Dance
Tue July 22 12pm’
Thur July 24 12pm

Fri July 25 8pm

Borealis String Quartet
Tue July 29 12pm
Wed July 30 8pm”™
Thur July 31 12pm

*July 22 short film & artist talk followed
by dance workshop after park closing
Free by registration (see website)

**July 30 Canadian premiere of ‘Galatea
String Quartet’ by Paul Alexander

Visit our website for details on the
summer openings & events

www.rubinoffsculpturepark.org
Free Admission
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This minor hiccup, it turned out, was
merely the overture to a symphony of

dehghtful mechanical mavhem.
By Gabriel ]eroschewztz
June 17th 2025

The humid air of the late spring afternoon hung heavy
over the estate gardens, perfumed with the scent of
blooming azaleas and the faintest whiff of something
resembling lamp oil. A crowd had gathered on the pol-
ished verandah, a mix of local gentry, curious merchants,
and a few solemn-faced scholars. All eyes were fixed on
the expanse below, where an array of wooden figures
stood poised, awaiting their moment. This was not just
an afternoon tea; it was a demonstration, a showcase

of mechanical marvels - the celebrated Karakuri. The
anticipation was palpable, and the excitement was in the
air.

One observed from a respectful distance, leaning against
a sturdy cypress tree, a notebook clutched loosely in
their hand. Japan in the 19th century was a land steeped
in tradition, indeed, but also one buzzing with a peculiar
kind of innovation. Long before anyone uttered the word
"robot" with futuristic awe, craftsmen here were coaxing
wood, gears, and springs to mimic life. These Karakuri,
these mechanical puppets, were the forerunners, the
quirky ancestors of automation. They performed tasks
with a fascinating, often startling, blend of artistry and
engineering.

Today’s exhibition promised a display of the finest — a
collection curated by Master Hiroshi, a man whose white
beard seemed less a sign of age and more a testament to
the sheer number of tiny cogs he'd contemplated over
the decades. He stood front and center, beaming, oc-
casionally adjusting a loose robe or patting one of his
creations like a nervous parent before a school play.
Proceedings began smoothly enough. First, a tea-serving
Karakuri commenced its task. Fashioned as a demure
lady in a miniature kimono, it shuffled forward when

a cup was placed on a tray in its hands. With a series

of internal clicks and whirs, it navigated towards the
waiting guest, stopped precisely, lowered the cup, and
then pivoted back gracefully. The audience murmured its
appreciation—elegant, refined, a perfect embodiment of
mechanical grace. Master Hiroshi puffed out his chest.
Next was a slightly more robust figure, a 'Doshi' archer
designed for festivals. Its function was simple: load an
arrow, raise the bow, and shoot at a target. A young

apprentice carefully placed a small arrow in its
wooden hand. The mechanism whirred; the figure
lifted the bow. The arrow flew. It missed the target
by a good three feet, burying itself harmlessly in a
nearby decorative bush. A few polite coughs rippled
through the crowd. Master Hiroshi’s smile tightened
ever so slightly. "Ah, a slight calibration issue," he
announced, too loudly. "The wind, you see.” There
was no wind.

This minor hiccup, it turned out, was merely the
overture to a symphony of delightful mechanical
mayhem.

The next exhibit was meant to be a pair of wrestling
'Sumo’ Karakuri. Chunky, wooden figures with
surprising articulation were wound up and placed
on a small ring. The idea was that they would grap-
ple and push until one was off balance. They were
wounded. They were placed. Instead of engaging

in a dignified (if wooden) sumo match, one figure
immediately pivoted ninety degrees. It marched
resolutely towards the edge of the verandah where a
particularly round merchant stood. The merchant,
startled, yelped and scrambled back. The wooden
sumo, seemingly oblivious to its intended opponent
or the widening gap ahead, continued its advance. It
reached the edge of the verandah and, with the re-
lentless logic only a machine could possess, stepped
right off.

There was a crash from below, followed by the tin-
kling sound of scattered internal parts. The merchant
peered over the edge, then looked back at the re-
maining sumo, which was now spinning in place on
the ring, having forgotten its purpose.

Master Hiroshi’s face had gone from beaming to a
colour resembling ripe plum. He waved frantically at
an apprentice to retrieve the fallen wrestler. "Unex-
pected enthusiasm!" he called out weakly. "A design
feature. Demonstrates the... the forward momen-
tum!"

Now things took a turn for the truly unpredictable.
The remaining tea-serving Karakuri, perhaps sens-
ing the shift in atmosphere, decided it was time for a
more proactive approach. Wound earlier and wait-
ing its turn, it suddenly lurched forward, bypassing
the designated guest entirely. It made a beeline for a
group of ladies fanning themselves delicately. Before
anyone could react, it offered

its teacup not to a person, but continued on P.10...




Nation Building and ' ’14
s a woman, I have
Natlonahsm no country. As a woman,

By Eartha Muirhead my country is the whole
world." Virginia Woolf
1938.

OPINION

Nationalism is a dangerous hoax. Canada Day reminds us to step
away from the yoke of nationalism and to question the colonial
state that allows us the "freedom" to own land, fly around the
globe, finance our childrens' university tuition fees, invest in the
stock market, go with the flow and watch the world on Netflix go
by.

I appreciated reading Alex Allen's insightful "Their Home and
Native Land" last week. He attests to the "freedoms" that settlers
have to live high off the hog, on stolen land. Our contrived rec-
onciliation attempts have a very long way to meeting the needs
of the Indigenous Peoples who were disenfranchised.

Greenwashing techniques have fallen out of favour with poli-
ticians. Blatant disregard for international climate and human
rights agreements, e.g. UNDRIP, are now all the rage. Bills 14
and 15 that Eby rammed through recently seem to be mirrors

of Carney's Bill C-5. Why bother with these bills when multi-
national corporations already have the power to bulldoze their
development agendas by any means possible? For over 500 years,
they have used bribes, lies and extortion to force "consent"” from
FN Band Councils and politicians.

Canada was built by means of deceit/genocide/greed and is now
decaying even farther into neo-colonialism. The public are fed

a steady diet of lies about the need for national economic sov-
ereignty. Beneath these resource extraction ambitions lie irre-
versible impacts of climate/biodiversity disasters, labour camps,
displaced populations, human rights violations, missing and
murdered wimmin, and water/land/air pollution. We, settlers,
justify these short-term, 'nation-building" "solutions to now-de-
funct US tariffs in many ways. Short-sighted nationalism/ratio-
nalization sounds like this: "things are less bad here compared to
other countries, therefore, things are basically all right, therefore
we can carry on with corporate business as usual."”

Hannah Arendt, born into a Jewish family, when asked to take
a prominent leadership role in Israel's Zionist state in 1957,
replied: "I will have none of your tribal nationalism." She could
have been rich and powerful, but instead chose the high road.
Hers is the long-term, ethical, valiant freedom. s

Kl
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(7 A Life Well Told )
- Let Your Story Live On
Unique local opportunity to have your life story

recorded in your own words. Share your memories
with your loved ones in a high quality audio production.
A fun and inspiring tailor-made gift that lasts forever.
Professional and confidential service in your own home.

Visit WWW.ALIFEWELLTOLD.CA III!‘ =
Or contact Cornelius on L
® (+1) 778 585 7788
\_ = ALIFEWELLTOLD@GMAIL.COM ),

Wicked Shovel Excavating and Landscaping
Clearimp dnd clobers remmonval,
jpoal pownmder, auper and gasiom
fincing

SIp prlGHg, fred Eranrspln,
ditgfinp and dramape, cusfom
samdicape desgm, il brlitng-
Datolt access

Doug Schmidt 250 222 8076

r )
JOHN THE RUG MAN
SPECIALTY PERSIAN AND AFGHAN
RUGS

TRADITIONAL | VINTAGE | TRIBAL
250-792-5646

calredmiu@hotmailcom
Denman Island United Church
4575 Denman Rd
Saturday 5th July
10am to 4pm
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directly to the face of a valuable
ornamental carp statue in a
nearby pond. The statue, naturally, did not accept. The
puppet shook the cup gently, as if encouraging the fish.
The contrast between its elegant appearance and its
unexpected behaviour was truly striking.

Several ladies gasped. One stifled a giggle behind her
fan.

Master Hiroshi was now practically vibrating with mor-
tification. "Innovative serving! For our aquatic friends!"
he stammered.

The chaos was contagious. The spinning sumo, perhaps

...continued from P.8

disoriented by the absence of its rival or the general
pandemonium, suddenly stopped spinning and em-
barked on its own, rather jerky, exploration of the
garden. It bumped into the leg of the surviving tea-serv-
er, knocking its internal balance off. The tea-server
began to wobble violently, tea sloshing from its cup,
before performing an impromptu, drunken-looking jig
that ended with it collapsing face-first into a patch of
prize-winning irises.

The observer scribbled furiously in the notebook.

This was far more illuminating than any perfect per-
formance. This was the soul of invention laid bare -
brilliant in concept, utterly human in its capacity for
catastrophic failure.

The archer, forgotten after its initial misfire, suddenly
whirred back to life. It had a delayed timer. Without
the apprentice to load a new arrow, and its internal
mechanism perhaps jostled by the general commotion,
it performed the motions of loading and drawing the
bow, but released... nothing. It repeated this action.
Loading. Drawing. Releasing emptiness. It became a
silent, relentless mime of archery, pointing its bow at
various innocent bystanders as it went through its futile

cycle. A small child, initially terrified, now pointed
and giggled.

The climax, if one could call it that, involved the Sumo
that had fallen off the verandah. The apprentice had
managed to retrieve it, but in his haste to 'fix'it, he
had hastily reassembled parts. When Master Hiroshi
decided, against all sane judgment, to try one last
demonstration of a 'simple’ walking figure, the appren-
tice mistakenly wound up the partially repaired Sumo
instead. His role in the chaos served as a poignant
reminder of the human element in this mechanical
mayhem.

Set down on the path, the reanimated Sumo didn't
walk. Instead, its arms flailed wildly, its legs churned
in place, and its head spun around its neck with un-
settling speed. It sounded like a trapped honeybee the
size of a small dog. It was less a mechanical puppet
and more a mechanical tantrum.

The crowd, which had progressed from polite appreci-
ation to stifled amusement and then open guffaws, was
now in stitches. Even the solemn scholars permitted
themselves a chuckle. The valiant, aimless archer con-
tinued its pantomime nearby, occasionally targeting
the flailing Sumo.

Master Hiroshi stood amidst his malfunctioning
creations, a look of utter defeat on his face. His grand
demonstration of mechanical prowess had devolved
into a slapstick ballet of broken gears and misguided
intentions.

The observer closed the notebook, a smile playing on
their lips. These Karakuri, these ingenious early ro-
bots, were a marvel. They were designed for precision,
elegance, and utility. Yet, in their glorious, chaotic
failures, they revealed something even more wonder-
ful - the sheer, hopeful, sometimes absurd lengths to
which human creativity would go. They paved the way,
indeed. Not just for the smooth, efficient robots of the
future, but perhaps also for the understanding that
true innovation is often a messy, hilarious process.

As the sun began to dip below the horizon, cast-

ing long, ridiculous shadows of the inanimate (and
semi-animate) figures scattered across the garden, the
observer reflected that perhaps the greatest trick these
Karakuri performed was not serving tea or shooting
arrows, but reminding everyone that even the most
brilliant engineering is, at its heart, a wonderfully
human endeavor, prone to delightful, unpredictable,
and utterly comical mishaps. And in that, there was a
quiet, enduring magic. &




OPINION

The Trumpanyahu

Administration
By Caitlin Johnstone
July 1st, 2025

H onestly at this point they should
just get Netanyahu his own room in
the White House and a desk in the
Oval Office.

The prime minister of Israel is taking
his third trip to the White House in
the five months since Trump has been
back in office. I have immediate blood
family members who I love with all
my heart and visit less often than this.
This comes as the Trump administra-
tion revokes the US visas of British
punk rap duo Bob Vylan ahead of a
US tour for chanting “Death, death

to the IDF” at a concert in the UK.
Trump’s sycophantic supporters who
spent years complaining that their free
speech rights were under assault ap-
pear fine with their government decid-
ing what words Americans are allowed
to hear in their own country.

This also comes as Trump actively in-
tervenes in the Israeli judicial system
to prevent Netanyahu’s corruption
trial from moving forward.

The president has repeatedly taken

to social media to demand that Israel
abandon its corruption case against
the prime minister, at one point even
implying that the US could cut off
arms supplies if his trial isn’t canceled.
“The United States of America spends
Billions of Dollar a year, far more than
on any other Nation, protecting and
supporting Israel,” Trump said. “We
are not going to stand for this. We just
had a Great Victory with Prime Minis-
ter Bibi Netanyahu at the helm—And
this greatly tarnishes our Victory. LET
BIBI GO, HE’S GOT A BIG JOB TO
DO

It’s so revealing what the US govern-
ment is and is not willing to threaten
conditioning military supplies on, and
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what it’s willing to interfere in Israel’s affairs to accomplish.
Ever since the Gaza holocaust began we've been hearing lines like “Is-
rael is a sovereign country” and “Israel is a sovereign state that makes
its own decisions” when reporters ask why the White House doesn’t
leverage arms shipments to demand more humanitarian treatment
for civilians in the Gaza Strip. But the president of the United States is
willing to leverage those same arms shipments to directly interfere in
Israeli legal proceedings which have nothing to do with the US govern-
ment in order to get Netanyahu out of trouble.

And it would appear that the president’s intervention has been success-
ful; Netanyahu’s corruption trial has since been postponed.

When it comes to committing genocide using American weapons
funded by American taxpayers, Israel is a sovereign state upon which
the US can exert zero leverage or control. When it comes to meddling
in the corruption trial of a man who is wanted for war crimes by the
International Criminal Court, the White House pulls no punches in
protecting its favorite genocide monster.

There is no meaningful separation between the US and Israeli gov-
ernments. They’re two member states in the undeclared empire that
sprawls across the entire western world, and Trump and Netanyahu
are two of the most depraved and most consequential managers of this
empire today.

They are thick as thieves. They are partners in crime.

Call it the Trumpanyahu administration. z',,:.t
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FireSmart™ Program Helps Protect Your Home

The Comox Valley Regional AreSmart Resilience Committee
s encouraging all residents to FireSmart their properties,
Forest fires are a natural part of our ecosystem. You can
reduce the risk of losing buildings and properties in a
wildfire event by using simple FireSmart Tips.

FireSmart Tip For Your Home: Clean under your
deck to establish a 1.5 metre non-combustable
zone around the perimiter of the house and deck,
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For more information, call: 250-324-6000 or visit:
comoxvalleyrd.ca/firesmart
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+ TEST YOUR MATHISKILLS

2 9 5 3
6 3|7 4

« GRAPEVINE CROSSWORD -

8 214 1
1 8 7 5
=1
:LasfWeek's Answers -
gial2f1 |7 |6]4|B]3
g{1|6j4|8| 32T}
a3 (8| 2[0 i}
513114716 918214
g|7|al2|5 (481311
d|l2|8]3|1|8}ajb]d
Selibie i te
1|a|5]a|4|T|a|8}2
« ACROSS « request «DOWN » 54. Diagnostic aid 2{9{4]8|3/1]7|5]6
63. Absalom, to 55. Lofty nest, var.
1. Tater David 1. Bubbly beverage  56. Gridlock sounds GRUMPISM
5. Johann Sebastian ~ 64. Brew house 2. ‘Iilvzllg Frrnlfchanigm 2213 %a(llke I}lla}pfpen
---- 67.2-D measure 3. member . Aid a thie . .
9. Archaic 69. Actor Bridges 4. ghysics units 2% zgft (¢ A friend of mine
12. Meek 71. Bring about 5. Get some rays . Pout
13. Massage target 73. Little yelps 6. Air hero 64. Ex-larva asked me to Sp ell
14. Questioning words 74. Anthony of the 7. At the place of, Fr.  65. Applications wonton.
16. Jingle writer alleys 8. Adds spirits 66. Cpmmand to i »
17. Cassandra, for one 75. Let off the hook 9. A little resistance Fido I said not now.
18. Be introduced to  76. Ar chaser 10. Fertile loam 68. Balaam's ride Thank d
19. Bark shrilly 77. Rough trip 11. 2651(16 N ;(2) EXISt . ank you Ju y
20. Cry over a mouse 78. Nordic rugs 12. Cape in New - Even the
22. Fauna display Jersey slightest ARMSTRONG

15. Eyelid malady
21. Aussie bird

23. Clumsy clod
25. Atom fragment

24. Conniving

25. Ending for belief
26. Altar lane

28. Alliance since 1949

« Last'Week's ANSWERS -

31. Craft of sci-fi 27. Possessive TLTAIT AARE anEn
34. Frequently in a pronoun S]L - BIA|IS t‘ = Ladis,
poem 28. Clean and tidy PlAIMES DIBIE|S|E LID|R|D
35. A Walton 29. Curved doorway E(TINIA olclelaln AlRIE]A
36. Amman VIP 30.Josip Broz SOEBEAMNE B0 BUBO
38. Grocery holder . Long lasting
42. Be a stage star quarrel SIEIX|IS|T sS|L|O|G|A[M
43. Glove material 33. Alpha's antithesis ElA|U|C|E EID|D
44. 12-foot bird g;l gauxitgf %orzlaryza AEROE OA0E BOEEE
45, Biblical you - Caesar's bad time T 15T IR|S EEW|E
47. Apply rickrack 39. Early pulpit L eI : - 1=
48. Competently 40.A1§id AlSIS|A| I ENEIRIGIONECIE|LIL
49. Half a dozen 41. A final blow MlA|R Y]O|UIT|H
£fg.ADfric;i;nbs_egpent 43. gsgsstlllg rform rlalr[s[E[C alH|E[T[T]O
. Dumb bir 3
54. Three-masted ship 46. Avail oneself of LIAISIEmEMIO|CEHIEIAIRIE (R
57. Dispose of 48. Annex E|S|S|E | |N[D) | [ANMT|I[E|R
59. Bread or booze 50. Arctic surface WIHIEIT ST ING AERME
60. Antony's loan 52. Anti anti AAEE BEANEAE BEEE
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- CLASSIFIED' ADS -

® SERVICES

Exterior cleaning service. Offering cleaning
solutions for your windows, gutters, roofs,

WAGNER FIREWOOQD. 2 cords
to Denman, $680 plus GST.
Hornby, $720 plus GST. Text
or call Scott at

decks, driveways, chimneys, siding, awnings, 250-334-7323

etc. Reasonable rates with professional

L

results. ® COMMUNITY NOTICES e S
Call or text Bjorn for free estimate. "I '““.
250 465 8645 HIRRA hybrid meeting: Wed., i y

~ LRANSHORM
, JHUE +

July 9, 7:30pm. Hornby Hall
and by Zoom. AGENDA: RCMP,
Recycling, Composting Toilet
Residuals, MOTION: to adopt

L

GUTTERS seamless, supply and install l| !

also repairs, for free estimate contact

Kevin at 250 335 1986 or cell at

250 667 3233. Serving All Areas. Village Centre Planning as a
HIRRA Working Group.

MR. FIX-IT PLUMBING & All household major
COMOX VALLEY TRANSITION

and small appliances. All large and small

machinery. Yard machinery, chainsaws, out-  SOCIETY EMERGENCY CRISIS

boards, automotive, sharpening, welding and LINE:

fabricating. Call Rick Graham 335-0954.(HI) 250-338-1227 or Text: 250-218-
4034 For more info visit

® FOR SALE »

https://cvts.ca
+APPLIANCES FOR SALE. Ranges, washers,
dryers, fridges, dishwashers, gas/electric NEED HELP? Alcoholics Anony-
range. All fully restored and come with a full  mous

six month warranty. Call Rick Graham 335-
0954.

Denman Island local cedar kindling sales.
Wildcrafted. Artisanal! Damn Cheap! Your fire
will thank you! By burning!!

DISCLAIMER: “Denman Island natural cedar
kindling” is not intended to diagnose or treat
any medical condition. For external use only.
250-897-8184

-

250-338-8042

ISLANDS GRAPEVINE EDITORIAL POLICIES

Opinions expressed in the Grapevine do not necessarily reflect that of the Publisher.
Inciting violence, hate speech and pejorative language will not be tolerated.

Whether covering events that entertain us, presenting issues that concern and
affect us or highlighting the many interesting and gifted people we call neighbour,
the Grapevine celebrates the diversity and inclusivity of our shared island life. The
following is our policy on content:

THE
QISLA NDS,
« Profiles of individuals, history, reviews and op ed are published free of charge.
« Literary content including poetry, stories, belle lettres are published free of charge.
« Promotional content for products, services, programs, and events will be published at going advertising rates.
« Public service announcements, notices of meetings, and news releases will be published for a fee. Exceptions
will be made for emergencies where the public is immediately endangered.
» With regret, no exceptions can be made for non-profit status.
o Letters to the Editor are published free of charge.

The Grapevine is happy to provide an open, public forum for all islanders to speak and be heard. We are stead- fast in
our commitment to uphold freedom of expression.

As the record of our times, every issue of the Grapevine is a compilation of that week’s submissions. We do not edito-
rialize content, nor do we censor. We ask that writers moderate their own content. The Grapevine reserves the right
to edit for brevity.

We are open to contributions from all Denman & Hornby Islanders. If you've something to say, send it our way! No
copy and paste submissions. In your own words, please!
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« Denman Acfivity Centre (Seniors) Rentals 335-3027 (D/H)

~

- BUSINESS DIRECTORY -

« (H) Hornby - (D) Denman - (UB) Union Bay -
- (FB) Fanny Bay - (C) Courtenay/Comox -

| + ACCOMMODATIONS & RENTALS - |

[« REAL ESTATE « INSURANCE - FINANCIAL SERVICES - |
« Jordan McDonald - 0akwyn Realty - 6046161137 (D/H)
« Tuele Group, Roval LePage in the Comox Valley,

Jenessa & Donna 250 3351720

+ BUILDING - CONSTRUCTION - |

« Excavator/Backhoe/Tandem Gravel Truck & Transfer Trailer
« Tandem Gravel Truck & Transfer Trailer - Lora Mercieca
« Wicked Shovel Excavating & Landscaping - Doug Schmidt «

« Ray Ulovec Excavator/Backhoe, ROWP Septic Installer, Land clearing,

Kenny Mather - 250:703-6512 (All) - John [sbister - 250:335:2565 (D)
+250:650-9986 (D/H)
250-222-8076 (ALL)

ponds, sife prep. 250-335-3145 (D/H)

« SERVICES - I

« Peter T. Mason - Land Surveying 757-8788 (All)

+Ab

+ Bottled Water Delivery - DenmanWater.ca - 250-228+7161 (D)
« True View Tree Care - Wild Bill - Senior’s Discount » 2508987246

le & Ready Septic Pumping Service « 250:338:8822 (D/H)

« HEALTH & WELLNESS - I

+ Good Medicine Massage - Carly Woolner « (250) 879-0979. By Appt. (D)
« Physiotherapist « Acupuncturist  TCM Herbs « Carmen RPT, RTCMP

« Physiotherapy « Christopher Mainella 250-335-2260
+ Massage Clinic - 2796 Northwest Rd. - Leyah Kelly 335:2584 (D)
(Acupuncture « Jenny McCartney, R.Ac - 250-508-8160

www.spectrahealth.ca 335-2260 (D/H)

J

THURSDAY 10

WEDNESDAY 16

THURSDAY 17

THURSDAY 3

SATURDAY 5

TUESDAY 8
WEDNESDAY 9

SATURDAY 12

SUNDAY 13

MONDAY 14
TUESDAY 15

FORTNIGHT EVENTS' |

FRIDAY 4

SUNDAY 6
MONDAY 7

FRIDAY 11

« Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm

« RECYCLING CENTRE 1-5pm 51
« BOTTLE DEPOT 1-5pm

« CAP SITE Hub Comm. Hall 4-7pm

« FOOD BANK Hub Comm. Hall 4-7pm
« FREE STORE 3-5pm

« Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
« AA Meeting DIUC Gathering Place 7pm

« Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm

« RECYCLING CENTRE 9:30am-5pm

« BOTTLE DEPOT 9:30am-5pm

« FREE STORE 9-12:30pm

« FARMERS MARKET Old School 9:30-12:30

« D.I. Annual Soccer Tournament 9am-7pm

D.I. School Field

« D.I. Annual Soccer Tournament 9am-4pm
D.I. School Fiel

« Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
¢« AA Meeting DIUC Gathering Place 7pm

GDora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm

(< Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
« RECYCLING CENTRE 1-5pm
@OTTLE DEPOT 1-5pm

(« Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm

« RECYCLING CENTRE 1-5pm 5
« BOTTLE DEPOT 1-5pm
« CAP SITE Hub Comm. Hall 4-7pm
« FOOD BANK Hub Comm. Hall 4-7pm
(FREE STORE 3-5pm

« Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
« AA Meeting DIUC Gathering Place 7pm

» Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
« RECYCLING CENTRE 9:30am-5pm

« BOTTLE DEPOT 9:30am-5pm

« FARMERS MARKET Old School 9:30-12:30
¢ FREE STORE 9-12:30pm

< Snag Farm Housing Co-op Info Session 2-5pm
5400 Northwest Road
~

. Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
« AA Meeting DIUC Gathering Place 7pm
« Employment Services 9am-3pm DAC

« Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
« DILTC Meeting 10am DAC

(= Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
« RECYCLING CENTRE 1-5pm
« BOTTLE DEPOT 1-5pm

(FREE STORE 9-12:30pm )
(< Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm 7

« RECYCLING CENTRE 1-5pm

« BOTTLE DEPOT 1-5pm

« CAP SITE Hub Comm. Hall 4-7pm

« FOOD BANK Hub Comm. Hall 4-7pm
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