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Denman ART
The organization for the Denman ART

Studio 'I,‘O,ur’ Studio Tour is in full swing and this year we
2025 edition will once again have an amazing tour. Twen-
ty-three artists are getting ready to show

you their studios on August 16&17 from 10am to 4pm...yes, 23!!! Please
add also to your calendar the dates for the Preview Show at the Summer
Art Gallery : opening reception on July 10 from 7pm till 9pm and then
openings of the gallery from July 11-16 from 11am till 3pm.
Thank you to our sponsors who are making the Denman ART Studio Tour
possible with their generous donations: Denman WORKS, Arts Denman,
Sure Copy Courtenay, Jordan
McDonald, BC Ferry, Crooked
Warden Cider, The Denman
Island Tea Company, Eden
Therapy Clinic Studio, Corlan
Vineyard & Farm, Denman
Island General Store, Earth
Club Factory, Denman Island
Hardware Store, Atlas Café
Courtenay, Denman Craft
Store, Friesen Family Con-
struction, Donna and Jenessa
Tuele at Tuele Real Estate
Group & Abraxas Books and

Café. @t
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ing :
ShuCkan Oysters H anging up your hat, put out to pasture,

Over the Hill golden years. Merriam Webster defines retire-
By Alex Allen ment as the withdrawal from one’s position or
active working life. For some it’s Freedom 55. For
others, like me, it will be Freedom 99. What is retirement? Is it a state of stillness? A sec-
ond childhood? A new chapter? Or the opportunity to live life rather than merely make a
living?

Thirty-five years after her official retirement, Joyce Wilby is still the chief librarian in Alert
Bay. Wilby celebrated her 100th birthday party last month at the local legion, with her two
“kids,” age 70 and 73 and has no plans of quitting in the near future. In our neighbour-
hoods, we are surrounded by similar inspiring nonagenarians and centenarians.

Looking around it’s clear that retirement is not just one thing. It could be doing bugger all
in between nursing a coffee. Cramming your days with yoga, Pilates, pickle ball, and com-
mittee memberships. Fulfilling your love for adventure by sailing off to Mexico, or buying
an RV and vagabonding. Or maybe it's an opportunity for reinvention or a new activity.
Cutting the pony tail off and breeding glow worms. Winter vegetable carving, dryer lint
macrame, competitive cat herding.

No matter what, retirement is a huge adjustment — sometimes painful and prolonged, but
ultimately satisfying. Are you still ‘somebody” once you no longer can answer what you do
for a living? “The most challenging part was suddenly having no purpose anymore,” wrote
one individual in a Reddit conversation, “You truly become irrelevant and it took me sev-
eral years to find myself again.”

And then it can be the worst thing some have ever experienced. The emptiness drives
many back to full- and part-time work because they simply want to; others because they
simply have to. You've seen the folks, in their 70s working the till at retail outlets all over
town. Imagine discovering in your late-70s that you don’t have enough money to retire
on? It must be just as rude of an awakening as the proverbial alarm clock on a Monday
morning.

Or if you are not forced back into the labour market, you are suddenly given the job de-
scription of parental caregiver. John Rowe, professor at Columbia University’s School of
Public Health recalls meeting a healthy 65-year-old woman and telling her, “I'm a geron-

» «

tologist.” “I should make an appointment to see you,” she replied. “I told her the average

* THE ISLANDS GRAPEVINE « JUNE 12TH, 2025 - 3 .

TIDE TABLE

- Secondary Tidal Station Ford Cove -
+ Source: tides.gc.ca

2025-06-12 (Thu)
Time PDT (m) (ft)
01:42 3.791 124
05:16 4.087 134
13:22  0.626 2.1
21:16 4.709 154
2025-06-13 (Fri)
Time PDT (m) (ft)
02:25  3.779 124
05:54 4.048 133
13:58 0.622 2.0
21:52 4.741 15.6
2025-06-14 (Sat)
Time PDT (m) (ft)
03:13 3.737 123
06:37 3973 13.0
14:35  0.696 2.3
22:29 4.746 15.6
2025-06-15 (Sun)
Time PDT (m) (ft)
04:07 3.638 119
07:28 3.844 12.6
15:15  0.869 2.9
23:04 4.727 155
2025-06-16 (Mon)
Time PDT (m) (ft)
05:08 3.447 113
08:33 3.653 12.0
15:56  1.157 3.8
23:36  4.693 154
2025-06-17 (Tue)
Time PDT (m) (ft)
06:10 3.139 103
09:55 3432 113
16:41 1.556 5.1
2025-06-18 (Wed)
Time PDT (m) _ (ft)
00:07 4.654 (15.3
07:06 2.714 89
11:34  3.269 10.7
17:32  2.039 6.7
2025-06-19 (Thu)
Time PDT (m) (ft)
00:37 4.622 15.2
07:55 2201 7.2
13:31  3.300 10.8
18:33  2.555 84

age of my patients is 89. If a 65-year-old woman comes into my office, it’s usually to discuss her mother”

And now across the country, homeless shelters and services are seeing more elderly people turning up for help.
Nick Wells, a spokesman for Union Gospel Mission in downtown Vancouver’s Eastside, cited so many examples
of seniors’ going into hospital for a health issue, having an extended stay and then discovering that they’ve been

evicted because they couldn’t pay the rent.

We've come along way from viewing retirement as the end of the road. Just look at the ads for retirement homes
and communities. Instead of images of old people making crafts out of pipe cleaners, now we see grownups
acting like teenagers. It’s not about counting the days. “Verve Senior Living celebrates residents’ individuality, en-
couraging them to embrace their authentic selves while living fully in a supportive, caring environment tailored

to their unique needs.”

continued on P5...
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Boil Water Meters Hi olks

By Grant Cyz

Many thanks to those taxpayers and property owners (both in and outside of
the Graham Lake subdivision) who remain interested, concerned and provide feedback and input. Well, it's been
seven years of uncertainty and another six months since the last instalment and another six months of nothing
but Boil Water Notice and Out Of Service Fire Hydrants. CVRD CEO James Warren and our CVRD elected Rep-
resentative Daniel Arbour have yet to honestly dialogue on these issues. Daniel’s last communique back in July
2024 was “awaiting the next report from staff...to put to residents” Was there a first time report?

Some of you have approached me to table your concerns here and address some ridiculous outstanding false-
hoods.

First to your concerns.
1. There’s a lack of honest transparency and accurate information.

Indeed. It’s been seven convoluted years; there’s still no project name, scope or budget. CVRD’s stated trajectory
for your Water bill is $3,000/ year or more (toll&tax) and this comes with billing manipulation; You WILL pay
regardless if you receive a compliant water product, a service or not. Where did our $250,000 capital fund go?
Where is the $1.2 million grant at? Lacking is coherent, concise, consistent updates. For reference: Royston water
is $265/ year, Union Bay water is $603/ year and Graham Lake $975/year (source: CVRD Service Tax only). Yes,
troubling.

2. Installation of water meters?

Another neighbour asked, “Do water meters satisfy any of the Surface Water Treatment Objective’s (SWTO) five
goals?”. Well? James or Daniel; Can the CVRD explain the financial model for our limited subdivision footprint
that confirms the recovery of the $200,000 minimum installation cost, plus future operation & maintenance and
revenue sustainability, while satisfying the SWTO goals? Will taxpayers foot the bill for an incompetent “Boil
Water Meter” priority? Who's dreaming this stuff up?

3. Water quality and cost.

A concerned taxpayer didn't realize the water condition until they cleaned their water pik dental appliance. Oth-
ers have installed, at our own expense, point of entry or use filters and know the degree of bio matter accumula-
tion. The only constantly pushed narrative is a bureaucratic “fix” with a water treatment project cost “surprise”
trajectory of 2, 4, 8 million dollars. Bureaucracies love to spend inordinate amounts of other people’s money;,
historically, little is received in return. Where is the steering committee oversight? Do we need an ego plated
treatment project? What is the budget? What do we actually need to do to have compliant water? What treat-
ment methods are there? What options do we want to pursue? Subdivision residents were sold on a $1,000/year
(toll&tax) water bill and “All Free Today” CVRD water treatment project. What happened?

4. Out of Service Fire Hydrants

An engaged neighbour asked; “When will the required subdivision Fire Hydrant infrastructure, which already
exists and remains out of service and with seemingly no immediate service plan, enter back into operation?”.
Graham Lake offers (ONLY through its Fire Hydrants) 60 million gallons of water for subdivision Fire suppres-
sion. That’s why the subdivision was approved for development. It’s clear to many that a

multi layer (all Fire suppression water sources & delivery) approach is prudent for our continued on P.6...
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..continued from P3  In his recent book Golden Years:
How Americans Invented and Rein- 0 P E Nl NG PARTY
vented Old Age, James Chappel explores how ideals around
old age have evolved in the US. From around 1930 to 1970, - I} \ l | j {3- o H, _*) ']
America (and Canada) faced vast social and economic il. et
challenges and government became the solution. With
social security and medicare allowing millions of people
for the first time, to actually look forward to a life of respite
10, 15, or 20 years after working, it was known as the era of
“the senior citizen.” It was also the time — the 50s and 60s
— where retirement communities and senior centres were

popping up everywhere.

IGNITE

e——

Then in the 70s, the US expanded benefits even further,
but coupled with massive inflation, social security became
extremely expensive. Followed by the austerity mindset
of the 80s, older people were urged to solve problems for
themselves. Neoliberalism reared its ugly head and never
turned back.

When asked what’s his prediction for the next generation,
Chappel stressed that there’s a difference between predic-
tion and hope. Like many writers with depth, he feels quite
pessimistic. “I think that population aging is a huge prob-
lem, but it doesn’t have to be a problem. I think it can be
resolved, if there’s political energy to do
so. But it’s not there right now.”

I read that mathematically, it doesn’t
matter how long you live; if infinity is
the denominator, any number in the nu-
merator will equal zero. From that per-
spective, there is no difference in living

10 years or 2 100. You may find comfort | Simple Ways to Reduce your Water Consumption
in this or get an immediate headache. As we continue to see reduced rain and higher average
And then there is “quantity” (long life) temperatures in the summer, fresh water becomes an
versus “quality” (significant life) - both even more limited and precious resource, Water

can be equally remarkable achievements. | cgnservation is extremely important to ensure supply

for domestic use and emergency fire protection.
Palliative care physician, Sunita Puri,

A ey

wrote that in our journey we need to -~ ’ Lo

“find freedom in the life the body offers, .// A Iu;::::lﬁﬂzn;:;v;:;? ;;p. niin
paying attention to the burn of grief and ' NLre | eithos dmeiis thak fan Ellj s tE
the pulse of joy, the intensity of an em- \ /,r' Shiai P dd P
brace or the taste of butter on toast.” The Hhx — E NG AILAILY MRS

only given is that death will unravel our f )
bodies in ways we cannot predict. Far mare i [f]lrmatlnq_ —~.

In the meantime, wouldn't it be great if CaK; 350-334 '”'_'wr" oW ( Comox Valley
people celebrated your employment as comaxvalleyrd.calconservation WAL ke
much as your retirement? g!.}-#
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..continued from P4  island’s Fire safety. Who exactly is saying otherwise? Who exactly authorized the removal

of the emergency bypass in the pumphouse? Superior Tanker Shuttle (STS) creditation
MUST deliver 200 imperial gallons per minute and when it can't (as in the recent East Road house fire) another
water/ delivery source layer should be there to support. STS is NOT designed for subdivision Fire suppression.
Daniel stated in a July 2024 communique he has been “assured” Fire Hydrants are “...not a key concern at this
time”. “At this time?”. Myself, others and industry Fire protection professionals have a hard time believing that
any Regional or local Fire Chief would be foolish or conflicted enough to make such a statement. Can it be true?
Again, We approach another summer with CVRD’s political incompetence as our safety factor?

The lessons of the recent LA Fire still seem unlearned. Water puts out fires, ask those who used pool water and
sprinklers that saved homes. Fire insurance and political inconvenience was of little affect.

Now to some ridiculous falsehoods

1. Civil servants, elected representatives and bureaucracies are infallible experts that are never answerable to the
taxpayer and property owner’s concerns and questions.

Newsflash: They work for us, the taxpayer and property owner. No? Honest dialogue is a critical element of
transparency. That’s part of the job not just weeks of summer vacations. A lack of transparency is really a lack
of respect for the taxpayer and property owner. Transparency results in accountability. Accountability results in
better outcomes. Expectations are James and Daniel are here for us, nothing else.

2. Another bit of ridiculous nonsense is that the Union Bay Estates “unnecessarily” installed a subdivision Fire
Hydrant system during COVID.

At a glance this is about a half million dollars worth of financial burden to carry regardless of COVID. Having
successfully performed decades of estimating, specifying for project development and logistic coordination to
completion of multi-million dollar mechanical/ water projects; no one estimates or installs any systems unless its
specified. For those unaware, this would get you immediately sacked in the private/ corporate sector. Why would
Graham Lake, KIRNEL, Ships Point, Union Bay and more have Fire Hydrants? And no, COVID can't be blamed,
Fire Hydrants were/ are a specified requirement for subdivisions. James believes Fire Hydrants are being installed
“in the absence of regulatory requirement”. Make it make Fire standard, code and suppression sense because it
doesn't.

3. There’s also a foolish notion about CVRD being or accessing “resources’.

Having worked with some exemplary GVRD/ Metro Vancouver Engineers, none thought themselves as “resourc-
es”. I experienced quite the opposite. They cared about satistying project scope , solving specification conflicts,
adhering to standards & codes, meeting the budget and construction deadlines. Seven years has past; What's the
status of our water treatment compliance and Fire Hydrants again?

Additionally, CVRD is an ever expanding administrative bureaucratic machine. Left unchecked it will constantly
consume an ever increasing demand of resources, your tax dollars. The CVRD is not an engineering, construc-
tion, fire protection or mechanical firm.

4. Have “Patience”.

A Guns n Roses song is irrelevant to the seven years of costly squander.

In closing; I've been told “the Graham Lake subdivision gets what it deserves”. ~.continued on P.7...
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...continued from P.6
I don’t hold this nihilistic view. I do however believe the subdivision has been subject to some very bad faith and

costly actors.

What further can be done? Continue to pay escalating prices for sub par service? Plenty of Grapevine instal-
ments have been already written detailing multiple pathways to cost effective solutions and options. Your com-
ments were gathered and a presentation was made with an accompanying binder submitted (at CVRD-EASC
meeting). All was immediately dismissed (via email) by CVRD’s legal department. IF water cost, sustainability,
quality and Fire suppression are important to you and your family’s life & safety; Become engaged, ask questions,
do research and consider the validity of the above information. Your continued questions, input and support
appreciated.

!
Have a great summer! g

%

Economic The()logy Science has often been put forward as a secular religion, a replacement for the
By Oakley Rankin God that Time magazine pronounced dead on April 8, 1966. Belief is not the
only necessary condition of religion; an ineffable supernatural element capable
% of being influenced by human agency is necessary as well. Science has nothing to do with the supernatural and
consequently can never be a religion. But we have a secular institution which does partake of belief in the super-
natural, is not fully understood, can be influenced by human behaviour, but cannot be changed or replaced by
us. That institution is Economic Theory.

ECIAL INTEREST

Markets capable of perfection are the supernatural aspect of economics; this perfection is akin to that of a deist
God; it can ensure perfect relations among humans if we don’t interfere. But we do interfere. We blame many
social disasters on our interference with the market (tribulations), we devise actions to push a market in one di-
rection or another (prayers), and we promise a market Eden where all will be satisfied and our relationship with
each other will be euphoric (afterlife). The economic base must be taken on faith; theologians from St. Augus-
tine to Barth in dealing with the supernatural have attempted to square the faith/reason circle and always end up
with faith trumping reason. We do the same for markets and what I call economic theology has today ousted all
other possible forms of organizing a society; so much so that our economic theologians have us believing that
cultures are entirely a product of economic relationships.

Just as a god’s motive can be named but is ineffable, so is the motivation of a market—efliciency. Efficiency can
be assessed in dozens of different ways but for economic theologians there is only one—productivity. To assess
the efficiency of any market one must measure productivity; if you suggest that certain types of productivity are
not easily measured, say health outcomes for a certain population under a certain medical policy, then economic
theologians ignore them by positing the ‘rational actor; an imaginary being teetering on the unsupported idea
that en masse human actions will cancel out every motivation but self-interest—more commonly called greed.
No measurement, no actuality. And measurement is nearly always signified by a dollar amount; for a program
based on a claim of social efficiency economic theologians will calculate a self-interest productivity figure in
dollars and claim that it trumps your wishy-washy ‘externals’ claim.

There are various practical means of enforcing economic theology but the most effective one has been ‘austerity’.
It replaces the inclusive term ‘citizen” with exclusive ‘consumer’ or ‘taxpayer. Citizen includes everyone in a de-
fined geographical area; consumer and taxpayer exclude those without sufficient disposable income—nine mil-
lion Canadians pay no income tax overwhelmingly because they don’t make enough income. Those with little or
no money just don't count and the onus is on every individual to make money. The wealthy cannot be expected
to take care of failures. This is characterized as ‘individual responsibilityor failure to succeed; social responsibil-
ity is not entirely dismissed; the army, police and courts keep motivations other than self-interest under control
and criticisms of their inefficiency are rarely acted upon.

The political economist Clara E. Mattei argues: ‘Mostly austerity serves to quash public outcry ., . 0q 00 pg
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Trustees Mlsrepresent The April 28 letter from the Minister of Housing and Municipal Affairs to

SPECIAL INTEREST

Friends of the Gulf Islands Society  roview of the Islands Trust Act, governance and structure.

o o \
Minister's Messagﬁ Islands Trust Council Chair Laura Patrick is being selectively interpreted to the
By Jennifer Margison

public by some trustees. Minister Kahlon's letter refused the Trust's request for

In her Gulf islands Driftwood article last week, Chair Patrick omits one of the
Minister’s clearest statements - that the Trust has an “ecological mandate.” Trustee Lisa Gauvreau goes further in

her Galiano Active Page report, claiming the Minister declined to review the Trust Act because “the Province is
focused on current housing priorities.” No doubt he is occupied with the housing file but the Minister made no
such statement in his letter.

Both Gauvreau and Patrick disregard key directives from the Minister, including:

“It is my expectation that the Trust Council recognizes that this (land use planning) requires careful deliberation
and consideration of perspectives to manage expectations of growth, development and local economies without

exceeding the carrying capacity of local ecosystems and preserving unspoiled natural amenities.”
And:

“I will need Trust Council to take particular care to ensure their engagement with the public and First Nations
on the bylaws put before me for approval, including amendments to Official Community Plans and the Trust
Policy Statement, are undertaken in a manner that demonstrates mutual respect and builds towards consensus.”
By cherry-picking and spinning the Minister’s message while downplaying the Trust’s essential environmental
mandate, one that will protect people and their communities, Patrick, Gauvreau, and others are undermining

public trust and misusing public resources.

The entire text of the Minister’s letter can be found under “New” on our website - friendsofthegulfislands.ca. Sign
our petition to support strong environmental policies that will protect communities-https://chng.it/8Ds5RzHFh
Jennifer Margison, Galiano

Friends of the Gulf Islands Society
250-539-2202 4

(2]
o
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...continued from P.7

LITERARY

and worker strikes—not, as it is often advertised, to spontaneously improve a country’s eco-
nomic indicators by practising greater economic discipline. Austerity is imposed as a social
one designed to prevent the implementation of unmeasurable social programs on the part of the government
receiving aid. This is achieved through such conditions as budget cuts, regressive taxation, deflation, privatiza-
tion and wage repression on IMF loans; it means that the money eventually granted is largely diverted into the
hands of a few. Elizabeth Popp Berman takes our economic theology to task for “The high value that the econom-
ic style placed on efficiency, incentives, choice, and competition frequently conflicted with competing political claims
grounded in values of rights, universalism, equity, and limiting corporate power. Perry Anderson writes: ‘Mathe-
matisation had long anaesthetised much of the discipline of economics against original thought of any kind. Most
of us can't escape the Procrustean bed of economic theology; it is so widespread today that we never really think
of other ways of ordering culture; all our meditations and opinions on culture take this background as needing
no justification or criticism. This is clearly revealed in current political ferment where the policies propounded
by all party leaders promise to bring on the same economic heaven and where an economist as leader of the Lib-
erals turned a assured rout into a marginal victory on the basis of unquestioned economic theology.

You don't believe we can order the economy any other way? Mercantilism was the Western economic order
from Elizabethan times to the end of the 18th Century. ‘Mercantilism is a nationalist economic policy that is
designed to maximize the exports and minimize the imports of an economy. In other words, it seeks to maximize
the accumulation of resources within the country and use those resources for one-sided trade. (Wikipedia) It was
achieved by monopolies granted by the state (East India Company, Hudson’s Bay Company, etc.), suppression of
all competitors, high tariffs to prevent importation of goods and thus outflow of wealth and subsidies for exports
among a host of other nativist policies. Mercantilist hell consists of free markets and competition. Beginning to
sound familiar? Trump, Orban, Putin, etc. are our current ‘neo-mercantilists’ demonstrating the ambiguity in all
human projects and affairs.

Further Reading:

Thinking Like an Economist: How Efficiency Replaced Equality in U.S. Public Policy / Elizabeth Popp Berman
The Capital Order: How Economists Invented Austerity and Paved the Way to Fascism / Clara E. Mattei
Crack-up Capitalism: Market Radicals and the Dream of a World Without Democracy / Quinn Slobodian
Economics in America: An Immigrant Economist Explores the Land of Inequality / Angus Deaton

Regime Change in the West? / Perry Anderson. London Review of Books, April 3, 2025.

Three delusions, and you
graduated with honours

from all three

By Gabriel Jeroschewitz
May 22nd , 2025

Dedicated to Michael Foucault

The late afternoon sun cast long shadows across the veranda of the
Cultural Exchange Centre, a name so painfully ironic it almost phys-
ically ached. Amidst the wilting potted ferns and the lingering scent
of stale coffee, the intellectual gladiators of the local arts scene gathered to... well, mostly to posture.

I watched, detached, as Barnaby Finch-Hatton, a man whose entire personality seemed to be constructed from
salvaged bits of Michel Foucault quotes and a deeply misplaced sense of self-importance, held court. He was, as
always, dressed in what I could only describe as 'academic leisurewear' — a tweed jacket that had probably seen
better decades, paired with offensively bright, and undoubtedly cheap, trousers.

“To see this thing make its way around the readings...” Barnaby began, his voice a theatrical whisper, like he was
sharing a state secret instead of complaining about a critic's review. He paused, dramatically, pushing his glass-
es further up his nose. "An inner fight in the camp of your propaganda, twists your face to the left." It was like
watching a parody of intellectual discourse, an over-the-top performance that was almost comical.

He gestured vaguely with a hand that sported a frankly unsettling number of rings. Around him, a small gaggle
of acolytes — mostly wide-eyed undergraduates and the occasional bored retiree, all eager to absorb his supposed
wisdom - nodded with the appropriate level of solemnity. continued on P.10...
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..continued from P.9 My gaze drifted to Cynthia, a sculptor whose work consisted mainly of vaguely phallic
clay figurines, and Gerald, a poet who specialized in haikus about urban decay. Both

watched Barnaby with rapt attention, desperate for a crumb of his supposed wisdom.

"As you emerge with your pinned knee, your newest complaint,” Barnaby continued, his voice rising slightly, "As

quick as you wake in the morning air near your TV IV."

I raised an eyebrow. The man was stringing together phrases like a demented fortune cookie writer. I wondered

if he even knew what he was talking about, or if he was relying solely on the sheer obscurity of his language to

intimidate his audience.

"Three delusions and you graduated with honours from all three," he declared, finally reaching the crescendo of

his performance. "Brought out some overpriced honey and teas."

A small, nervous-looking woman, presumably one of the undergraduates, scurried forward with a tray laden

with exactly that: overpriced honey and teas, a symbol of the superficiality and excess that often permeated these

gatherings. Barnaby took a delicate sip of Earl Grey, a smug expression on his face.

"Over each viewpoint, another cheap pair of pants,” he pronounced, seemingly at random. "Withered and smelly,

airing laundry like one-upmanship is religion.” He tilted his head, as if considering the profound implications of

his own words.

I sighed inwardly. This was the so-called 'intellectual apex' of my Tuesday afternoon, a term I used ironically to

describe the self-indulgent and often nonsensical ramblings that passed for intellectual discourse in these circles.

I longed to disappear, to melt into the wilting ferns and escape the suffocating air of pretension.

"Curious," Barnaby announced abruptly, breaking my reverie. "I want not to hang and disappear, Rather than

share the earth anymore with these things."

He paused, his gaze sweeping over the group, landing momentarily on me. I quickly looked away, pretending to

be engrossed in the intricate patterns of the veranda's peeling paint.

"Who are you, light colour scheme pomp, leaning to one side only, like a tropical fish floating at the top of the

tank with those dark circles under your eyes?" Barnaby asked, his voice dripping with mock disdain.

I winced. He mentioned that I tended to wear muted colours and looked perpetually exhausted. An observer's

life was not conducive to a radiant complexion.

“Who are you with subtle blood libel tales and the Danishes on the international gathering veranda?” he contin-

ued, his voice taking on an edge of genuine malice. “A mention of a second career — what was that lie you chased

from the rear?"

This was a low blow. In a moment of weakness, I once confessed to him my secret ambition of becoming a pastry

chef. The memory of my disastrous attempt to bake a soufflé was still a source of considerable shame.

“The same as the peace you sell to anyone who will give you a freebie ear,” Barnaby sneered. "A third of a slice,

your gums dribble, and your teeth fall to the plate. Young men know you and run to at least the next chair with

the women."

He was spiralling, losing control, and it was almost fascinating to watch. This wasn't intellectual discourse but a

playground squabble dressed in borrowed philosophical jargon.

"Christ, is this all you can muster?" he finally exploded, his voice cracking. "Like him but overweight with a heart

condition and a dead inkless pen to hang off of, pleading with the fairies, the conceited, the presumed connect-

ed... mercy on your angels, pretentious supposed lovers and only fan chapbooks, non-alcoholic tears!"

He stood there, panting, his face flushed. The overpriced honey and teas seemed to have lost their appeal. Cyn-

thia and Gerald exchanged uneasy glances, their admiration replaced with a flicker of concern. The atmosphere

had shifted from reverence to discomfort, and it was palpable.

I knew I should probably say something and try to diffuse the situation. But I couldn't. I was too busy being en-

tertained. This scene was like a slow-motion car crash; I had a front-row seat. The audience, too, seemed to

waking up to the situation's absurdity, their admiration for Barnaby giving way to a dawning realization.

Finally, after an agonizing silence, Barnaby cleared his throat, attempting to regain his composure. He straight-

ened his tweed jacket, adjusted his glasses, and delivered his closing statement with a forced smile.

"Search for what is good, strong, and beautiful in your society and elaborate. Push outward. Always create from

what you already have." continued on P.11...
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wcontinued from P10 1, paused, looking expectantly at his audience.

I couldn't resist. I had to say something.
"Michel Foucault," I said, loud enough for everyone to hear, "taught us that the point of living was to ‘live a beau-
tiful life and to leave to others memories of a beautiful existence.
Barnaby's face turned a shade of purple I didn't think was humanly possible. I stood up, grabbed my bag, and
walked away, leaving Barnaby Finch-Hatton speechless, surrounded by his overpriced honey, cheap trousers, and
the shattered remnants of his fragile ego.
As I stepped out into the fading sunlight, I couldn't help but smile. It wasn't exactly a beautiful existence, but it
was certainly memorable. And that, I thought, was something to be proud of. Perhaps Barnaby should consider
that next time he was airing his laundry; literally or figuratively. Maybe then he'd leave a beautiful memory be-
hind. Or, at the very least, a funnier one. 233*

Sky News Smears Lok toone have raided the Madl N o
Greta Thunber roops have raided the Madleen, a sailboat that was carrying ai

: O intended to break the Israeli siege on Gaza. Everyone onboard has re-
As A Nazi To IHStlfy portedly been abducted by Isragi forces, includizg climate activist Greta
IDF AttaCk Thunberg.
By Caitlin Johnstone Ahead of the abduction, a senior Israeli official told Israel’s Channel 12
June 8th, 2025 Nevys that the decision had been made to stop the ship from reaching
Gaza because if it was allowed through, a “wave of flotillas” would come

to challenge the blockade.

This is a developing news story as of this writing with a lot more information yet to emerge. But one thing I'd like
to quickly flag here is that shortly before the IDF raided the Madleen, Sky News host Jonathan Samuels strongly
implied that the ship deserved to be attacked because it is full of antisemites and Hamas supporters.

During a contentious interview with Israeli journalist Gideon Levy, who

Do Eon b
__ et voiced support for the Madleen, Samuels objected that Thunberg has been
Sy Ml Bl “Viaah, Partuael e SRR o Thiil : sp:
ot Tt vl et 2 eromard me ot 1t oenimen | @CCUsed of antisemitism and her fellow passengers have been accused of
actund of by anbaemeta haen'? e A e H H 3
e e o+ | being Hamas sympathizers, and are therefore not innocent.

“Are you sure, Jonathan, that Israel has the moral right to prevent Gaza

from such a mission?” asked Levy. “I mean, from where do we take this

chutzpah, as we say in Hebrew, to put this closure on Gaza even from

innocent people like Greta Thunberg and her friends?”

“Yeah, perhaps the criticism is that she’s not as innocent as all that,” Sam-

uels countered. “She’s been accused of being antisemitic hasn’t she? And

there are others on board accused of being Hamas sympathizers. Therefore

it could potentially be a very dangerous situation and they’re quite naive to

: get into it, aren’t they?”

R — By the way, the accusation of “being antisemitic” which Samuels appears
e 41 trase to be referring to here is the single dumbest antisemitism smear that I

have ever seen in my entire life.

Back in October 2023, Thunberg appeared in a photo holding a “Stand with Gaza” sign, causing furious back-

lash from the pro-Israel crowd. Eventually someone found an excuse to spin this as an anti-Jewish hate crime

by pointing out that there was a small octopus plushie in the photo, claiming that the octopus is a some kind of

antisemitic trope.

Thunberg, who has autism, then deleted the photo, saying, “It has come to my knowledge that the stuffed animal

shown in my earlier post can be interpreted as a symbol for antisemitism, which I was completely unaware of.

The toy in the picture is a tool often used by autistic people as a way to communicate feel-

ings. We are of course against any type of discrimination, and condemn antisemitism in all confinued on P12...
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...continued from P.11

forms and shapes. This is non-negotiable. That is why I deleted the last post.”

LECAINTE

7018 A - Qg 22

W 34 B

Caitlin Johnstone £
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If you didn't already know that Israel apologists use false
accusations of anti-semitism to shut down criticism of
Israel, you should know it now. When they're trying to tell
you Greta Thunberg is a closet Mazi sending out obscure
Nazi dogwhistles, it's right there in your face.
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And it was THIS insanely absurd accu-
3 | sation that was the basis for Jonathan
Samuels smearing Greta Thunberg to
justify the Israeli military attacking the
ship she was on.

To be clear, this demented Israel apologia
was spouted before Israel took action
against the aid ship. We didn’t know if
Israel would raid the ship, bomb it right
out of the water, or shoot everyone on
board. Samuels was preemptively justi-
tying whatever it was Israel was about to
do, including mass murder on yet anoth-
er Gaza aid ship.

i
o

Literally everyone who has ever publicly

criticized Israel in the western world has been accused of antisemitism and being a Hamas sympathizer. If you
have any kind of audience and criticize Israel’s mass atrocities in Gaza to any extent, it is absolutely inevitable
that you will receive those accusations. The fact that a Sky News anchor would cite such accusations as justifi-
cation for Israel attacking and potentially killing someone means that, at least in the eyes of Jonathan Samuels,
anyone who criticizes Israel deserves to be murdered.
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Israel apologists were already advocating an attack on the Madleen,
and mass media spinmeisters were already smearing its passengers
as deserving of an attack. And now that the attack has happened,
the information ecosystem is being bombarded by Israel support-
ers trying to argue that it is actually good and normal to kidnap
activists who are trying to bring aid to a starving and besieged
civilian population.

This shows you that there is nothing Israel could do that these
freaks would not defend. It shows you who these people are. It
shows you that every argument you've ever heard in support of
Israel is not based on facts or morality or logic, but solely on the
desire to promote the information interests of a genocidal apart-
heid state. It tells you everything you need to know about Israel
apologia in general.

Support for Israel has no basis in truth. It has no basis in ethics or
rationality. It’s just a bunch of horrible people murdering, tyran-
nizing and stealing with the aim of conquest and domination, and
then using words to justify those actions. Israel and its apologists
will say whatever words they need to say in order to advance their
goals of ethnic cleansing and expansionism, with no regard for
what is right and what is true.

It’s just a bunch of noise. You could mentally translate every word of every Israel apologist into shrieking gibber-
ish without missing anything meaningful, because there’s no actual content in it. It’s just people doing evil things

and then making a bunch of mouth noises to stop anyone from opposing their actions.

#
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Letters To
The Editor Thank you Denman Community.
Alan and I have always known what
a kind, caring and generous com-
munity we live in and it was proven last week when we lost
Eric to a horrible fire. At 3a.m. 22 fire fighters showed up
to fight it and an ambulance crew. We watched in horror as
they efficiently put it out. Our heartfelt thanks go to Rob
and the crew.

As we grappled with the horror, a friend asked us if he
could coordinate the site clean up and we gladly said yes.
The next day it was done and heartfelt thanks go to Dorian
and Dave for their prompt response and expertise. Another
dear friend organized a meal chain and again the commu-
nity responded. Thanks go to everyone who showed their
generosity and caring with delicious food.

We are recovering from the traumatic event and will be
organizing a celebration of our dear friend's life sometime
soon.

Denman is a wonderful place to live!

Veronica and Alan ,;}#

Wicked Shovel Excavating and Landscaping
Clestriveg and debris revmoval,
post pourder, auper and cusfon
Jencing

Stumip prinding tree framsplond,
afii |'|.|'J1:3' wrid rIru.r::.'ilg-l'. crasdimm
Lrmdicape dealpr, tradl Butlolieg-

Dol eerss

250 222 8076

Doug Schmidt

reprinted from GV Issue #1520 - 10/02/2022
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Jesus and Reincarnation

In Jesus’ time, scholars from tﬁrougﬁout the world
came to study at the great library in Alexandria,
Eqypt - This inc[ucﬁ?prmfvfﬁistsj%m Afghanistan -
India
(Alexander the Great had been there 350 years previ-
ous). It's no secret Buddhists believe in reincarnation
and evolution of the soul.

Jesus who could heal the sick, said “I am the son of
man” and “as I am, so shall you be.”

Sounds like reincarnation and evolution gftﬁe soul to
me.

I wonder why no-one else seems to come to this conclu-
sion. Whether the story dtj Jesus is allegory or history: 1
n

couldn’t care less.

That said, reading the gospel of John - a two hour
read certainly put a spring in my step.

Eric Atlee

Say hey! The Islands Grapevine is now online!

o Maybe you're away off-island and want to know what's happening.
o Maybe the postie missed your mailbox.

o Or maybe you burned your Grapevine in haste and now need to
find the recycling depot hours.

The Islands Grapevine has got you covered!

» Downloadable .pdf's of every issue.

o Share Grapevine articles with far-flung friends.
o Free Online Events Calendar.

o Comprehensive searchable archives.

https://theislandsgrapevine.com
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o« ACROSS « 64. A rival of ABC ¢DOWN e 52. Intermeshes
65. Birdy 55. Make happen
1. Moved furtively 67. Certain laugher 1. Beheld 56. Pitch-roof
6. Digression 71. Last abbr. 2. Luau wear feature
11.1/20 of ton, abbr. 72, Musical speeds 3. Cineraria 57. Bird's beds
14. Cliff hanger 73. Acclaim 4, Nest 58. Does the
15. Improbable victory 74. Part of RSVP 5. It dangles and butterfly
16. Caught ya! 75. English county jangles 60. Jung's subj.
17. Like Chicago 76. Minty seasoning 6. Charisma 63. Computer
18. Alice's hubby 7. Curative water operating
19. Addressee 8. Arabic word system
20. Carbamide meaning 66. Be unoriginal
22. Actress Macgraw submission 68. Actor Ron
23. Cauldron 9. Put into battle 69. 60's war zone,
24. Some reunion 10. Highly moral casually
attendees 11. South American  70. Breakfasted
27. Full-scale working rodent
models 12. War cry
29. Biceps site 13. Trumpets
30. Chill to the bone 21. Harden to misuse
33. Go, team! 24. Lading
34. Barbecue staple 25. College at Oxford
35. Grand 26. Type of
37. Cyclist Armstrong inflorescence
41. Nerdy type 28. Asian chieftain
43. Baseball flub 31. Fille's mother
45. Indian flat bread 32. Coal or grain
46. Mexican pots vessel
48. Incite 36. Clothing
50. Brit. title 38. Fleet based
51. Flexible wood 39. Africa’s largest city
53. Get a glimpse of 40. Glorify
54. Aquatic zoo 42. A final blow
55. Doesn't heed 44. Competes in
59. Take on rodeos
61. Dundee refusal 47. Toothed
62. Damp and cold 49. Sexually attractive
63. Delivery org. young woman
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GRUMPISM

CCrdon't always tell Dad
jokes but when I do, he
laughs. 39

Thank you
Oliver IRELAND.

appy Father's Day.
Thank you, Dads.

« Last'Week's ANSWERS -
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® SERVICES o

Exterior cleaning service. Offering cleaning
solutions for your windows, gutters, roofs,
decks, driveways, chimneys, siding, awnings,
etc. Reasonable rates with professional

results.
Call or text Bjorn for free estimate.
250 465 8645

GUTTERS seamless, supply and install
also repairs, for free estimate contact
Kevin at 250 335 1986 or cell at
250 667 3233. Serving All Areas.

MR. FIX-IT PLUMBING & All household major
and small appliances. All large and small
machinery. Yard machinery, chainsaws, out-
boards, automotive, sharpening, welding and
fabricating. Call Rick Graham 335-0954.(HI)

® FOR SALE ¢

MATHER FARM HAY- 2024 Hay $7/bale,

Mulch Hay - S5/bale.

Taking orders for 2025 Hay - $8/bale - 250-

335-0243

+APPLIANCES FOR SALE. Ranges, washers,
dryers, fridges, dishwashers, gas/electric
range. All fully restored and come with a full
six month warranty. Call Rick Graham 335-

WAGNER FIREWOOQOD. 2 cords to Den-
man, $680 plus GST. Hornby, $720 plus
GST. Text or call Scott at

250-334-7323
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Denman Island local cedar kindling
sales. Wildcrafted. Artisanal! Damn
Cheap! Your fire will thank you! By

DISCLAIMER: “Denman Island natural
cedar kindling” is not intended to diag-
nose or treat any medical condition. For
external use only.

250-897-8184

The General Store needs a part-time
employee. Must be 19 or older.
Please call Jennifer at 250 335-2293
or leave a resume at the front till.

Heavy Machine Operators Wanted

Operating Excavators, Dozers, Rock

Truck, Skid Steer

7000 The Point Road, Denman Island

$40/hour contract position

Send your resume to:

aIvintsoi@h{'thoIding.com

I['éT Agricultural Development Co.
ta.

The General Store needs a part-time
employee. Must be 19 or older.
Please call Jennifer at 250 335-2293
or leave a resume at the front till.

* COMMUNITY NOTICES

COMOX VALLEY TRANSITION
SOCIETY EMERGENCY CRISIS LINE:
250-338-1227 or Text: 250-218-4034
For more info visit

https://cvts.ca

NEED HELP? Alcoholics Anonymous

0954. . # 250-338-8042
i
§ o
( ISLANDS GRAPEVINE EDITORIAL POLICIES \
Opinions expressed in the Grapevine do not necessarily reflect that of the Publisher.
Inciting violence, hate speech and pejorative language will not be tolerated.
Whether covering events that entertain us, presenting issues that concern and ng].ANDS
affect us or highlighting the many interesting and gifted people we call neighbour, (]

the Grapevine celebrates the diversity and inclusivity of our shared island life. The
following is our policy on content:

« Profiles of individuals, history, reviews and op ed are published free of charge.

o Literary content including poetry, stories, belle lettres are published free of charge.

« Promotional content for products, services, programs, and events will be published at going advertising rates.

« Public service announcements, notices of meetings, and news releases will be published for a fee. Exceptions
will be made for emergencies where the public is immediately endangered.

« With regret, no exceptions can be made for non-profit status.

« Letters to the Editor are published free of charge.

The Grapevine is happy to provide an open, public forum for all islanders to speak and be heard. We are stead- fast in
our commitment to uphold freedom of expression.

As the record of our times, every issue of the Grapevine is a compilation of that week’s submissions. We do not edito-
rialize content, nor do we censor. We ask that writers moderate their own content. The Grapevine reserves the right
to edit for brevity.

We are open to contributions from all Denman & Hornby Islanders. If you've something to say, send it our way! No
kcopy and paste submissions. In your own words, please! )
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EORTINIGRIT EVENTS

« BUSINESS DIRECTORY - : :
« (H) Hotnby - (D) Denman - (UB) Union Bay - (< Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
- (FB) Fanny Bay - (€) Courfenay/Comox - + RECYCLING CENTRE 1-5pm ik
« BOTTLE DEPOT 1-5pm
« CAP SITE Hub Comm. Hall 4-7pm
I . _' ACCOMMO_DATIONS & RENTALS - | THURSDAY 12 |- Foop BANK Hub Comm. Hal]lzl-7pm
- Denman Activity Centre (Seniors) Rentals 335:3027 (D/H) « FREE STORE 3-5pm
[ REALESTATE - INSURANCE - FINANCIAL SERVICES | S e Gl b e Lessard
« Jordan McDonald - 0akwyn Realty « 6046161137 (D/H) \_ 7pm D.L Art Gallery )
« Tuele Group, Roval LePage in the Comox Valley, "Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
Jenessa & Donna 250 3351720 FRIDAV ]3 + AA Meeting DIUC Gathering Place 7pm )
I « BUILDING - CONSTRUCTION - I - Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
« Excavatot/Backhoe/Tandem Gravel Truck & Transfer Trailer SATURDAY 14 |- BorTLE DEPOT 9:30am-5pm F
Kenny Mather . 250-703+6512 (All) - John [sbister - 250-335:2565 (D) « FREE STORE 9-12:30pm
« Tandem Gravel Truck & Transfer Trailer - Lora Mercieca ¢ FARMERS MARKET Old School 9:30-12:30
- 250-650-9986 (D/H) sunpavyis Happy Father's Day! )
« Ray Ulovec - Backhoe/Excavator, Sepfic [nstallation - 335-3145 (D/H) Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3.30pm
« Wicked Shovel Excavating & Landscaping - Doug Schmidt « MONDAY 16 « AA Meeting DIUC Gathering Place 7pm ]
250-222:8076 (ALL) « Employment Services 9am-3pm DAC
| « SERVICES - | TU ESDAV ]7 GDora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm )
« Peter T. Mason - Land Surveying 757-8788 (All) ;@gg;gf;;‘;g“gggggglgﬁm'3=3°Pm h
« Able & Ready Septic Pumping Service - 250:338-8822 (D/H) WEDNESDAY 18 |- BOTTLE DEPOT 1-5pm
- Bottled Water Delivery - DenmanWater.ca - 250-228-7161 (D/H) DG ming 13t The Guihesimg Plce
« True View Tree Care - Wild Bill - Senior's Discount - 250-898- 7246 >D T <
« Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
| « HEALTH & WELLNESS - | * RECYCLING CENTRE I.5pm
« Physiotherapist - Acupuncturist « TCM Herbs - Carmen RPT, RTCMP THURSDAY 19  |. cap siTE Hub Comnlj. Hall 4-7pm
www.spectrahealth.ca 335-2260 (D/H) . FOODS%NK Hub Comm. Hall 4-7pm
 Physiotherapy - Christopher Mainella 250-335-2260  Hornby First B Deadline 11:59:59pm  J
- Massage Clinic - 2796 Northwest Rd. - Levah Kelly 335-2584 (D) Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
« Acupuncture « Jenny McCarfnev, R.Ac+250-508:8160 FRIDAV 20 « AA Meeting DIUC Gathering Place 7pm ]
\_ - www.heartwoodacupuncture.ca (D) ) « 'The Flagstone' July submission Deadline
National Indigenous Peoples Day
« Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
SATURDAY 21 [ sorrie pErotossamsmm
« FARMERS MARKET Old School 9:30-12:30
¢ FREE STORE 9-12:30pm
SUNDAY 22 CBlackberry Lane Preschool AGé\fﬁiﬁsi ?;E,I;tre)
« Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
MON DAV 23 « AA Meeting DIUC Gathzring glace 7p§1 ]
¢ Employment Services 9am-3pm DAC
Nt bin TU ESDAV 22U GDora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm )
& (< Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm )
] o « RECYCLING CENTRE 1-5pm
WEDNESDAY 25 | 5orrie peror 15pm
\¢ FREE STORE 9-12:30pm _J
. — (< Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm )
« RECYCLING CENTRE 1-5pm T
LPL Pinky always got the dirty Jobs - BOTTLE DEPOT 1-5pm
« CAP SITE Hub Comm. Hall 4-7pm
THURSDAY 26 | r00D BANK tub Comm. Hall 4-7pm
« FREE STORE 3-5pm
« Summer Art Gallery Opening - Poete Maudit &

SFRIY A e

\_ Mike Malley 7pm D.I. Art Gallery )
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5875 Central Road
Hornby Island, B.C.
VOR 170
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JOB POSTING AT THE HORNBY ISLAND CO-OP

Position: Clerk-Cashier
Department: HARDWARE
24-40 hours/week

We have two year-round positions and one seasonal position available. (Seasonal is
considered June until the end of September.)

We have job opportunities in our Hardware Department for Ir Clerk/Cashiers. Duties will
include department openings and closings, manning the tills, stocking, and various other
tasks required by the department. Must be over 19, able to lift and carry up to 20 kg
comfortably, and have a willingness to pitch in where needed.

We are also a liguor store, so government mandated ‘Serve It Right' Certificate is
required, which we can provide. Cashier, and general retail and/or liquor store sales
experience are assets.

Wage, Benefits & Bonus Info: Wages start at 518 per hour which increases depending on
prior experience. Summer bonus of $3 per hour for 8 weeks of peak season. Employees
get a 10% discount on store products. For year-round positions, once the probation
period is complete, we have an extended medical package, RRSPs, profit sharing &
various staff events.

Union membership is a requirement of this position.
How to apply:
Please submit your application to Charlie Wood, Hardware Manager, or email

charlie.wood@hornbycoop.com. Application forms are available at the customer service
desk, or online at www.hornbycoop.com.
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