
D.I. General Store

Open 12pm to 8pm Wednesday, Thursday & Sunday
Open 12pm-9pm Friday & Saturday

(Pizza after 3pm Friday-Sunday)
Beef & veggie burgers (gluten-free buns available), fries & poutine 

(gluten-free vegan gravy available), Korean-style fried chicken, 
pizza, panozzos, and rice bowls. Try our signature Caesar!

Licensed · Dine-in & Takeout
3646 Denman Rd (the old bakery) · TakeoutNearYou.com 

(250)335-1099
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General Store Hours:
Monday to Thursday:   8 – 6:30

Friday:   8 – 7
Saturday:  9 – 7

Sunday and Holidays:   12 – 4
Post Office Hours:

Monday to Friday:   
9 – 12 & 1 – 4:30
Saturday:   12 – 3

Sundays and Holidays:  Closed

Our restaurant is Closed for 
Wine making and Harvesting.

Winery Closed Mondays for a day of rest. 
The tasting room is still open 11 - 5 

Tuesday-Sunday.
Thank you everyone for your support of our 
restaurant, we look forward to serving you 

again.
From all of us at the vineyard

1840 Northwest Road 
250-650-8037

Ima's 
Kitchen

Organic Bakery open 
every Thurs +Friday 

Vegan ice cream shop 
open everyday 9-dark

Find us at the market on 
Saturdays (all year)

jordan@denmanislandhomes.com 
Local REALTOR® Jordan McDonald
Take the path that guides you home.

contact me for your
complimentary
market valuation
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third and last harvest festival of the 
year.  Its emblems are the fallen leaves, 
the dry corn stalks and the newly ripe 
pumpkins  because that is what nature 
is producing in abundance right now.  

The ancient Celts thought of Samhain as the end of the year.  Samhain 
means summer's end in modern Irish.  The ancient Irish recognized only 
two seasons, summer and winter and Samhain irrevocably marks the end 
of summer.

They also believed that this time of year is marked by a thinning of the veil 
between this material world and the spirit world which is always near us 
but closest at this time of the year.  The ancient Celts were not totally com-
fortable with the idea of spirits roaming the land so they sometimes wore 
masks to disguise themselves if they had any powerful enemies in the spirit 
world that might come and haunt them.  

On the other hand, they were very happy to lay a place at the table for de-
ceased family members to come share a meal at this time.  I can remember 
my mother doing this when I was little.  She was raised  with the help of a 
Grandmother who came to Canada from Ireland.  My Great-grandmother 
was a Christian and a very educated woman who practised this sort of 
magic as a matter of course.  

These ancient Celtic traditions found their way into Christianity via the 
Catholic Church which knew a good thing when they saw it.  Around the 
year 700 AD they started to celebrate All Saints Day on the first of Novem-
ber.  Before that, it had been celebrated in May.  All Saints Day, Novem-
ber first celebrates the deaths of martyrs and All Souls Day, the second of 
November is a time to pray for all the souls in Purgatory, which is a kind of 
stuffy, unpleasant, waiting room in the afterlife.  

How then did we get to the annual sugar-worship fest of Halloween?  Well, 
it comes from a contraction of the words, “all hallows eve,” which means 
the evening before All Saints Day.  The Celts thought of the night as the 
start of time so they always began the celebrations on the evening before as 
that was the start of the day to them.  

Of course, they celebrated with bonfires which were important to cleanse 
the body and to frighten off evil spirits. That is why we always used to 
celebrate Halloween with fireworks and bonfires.  Sadly, this custom is in 
abeyance on Denman.  No good will come of it.  If you don't follow tradi-
tion, you just make a mockery of the whole damned thing.  

The fireworks on Denman were glorious and I want to thank all the vol-
unteer firefighters who put on such a splendid fireworks show for so many 
years.  The people who put an end to the fireworks 

Green Wizardries:
Samhain

By Maxine Rogers

continued on P.4...
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2024-10-24 (Thu)
Time PDT (m)	  (ft)
05:28	 1.2	 3.9
13:27	 4.8	 15.7
20:19	 3.3	 10.9
23:18	 3.5	 11.4
2024-10-25 (Fri)
Time PDT (m)	  (ft)
06:30	 1.6	 5.1
14:26	 4.7	 15.5
21:32	 3               9.9
2024-10-26 (Sat)
Time PDT (m)	  (ft)
01:09	 3.3	 10.8
07:36	 1.9	 6.2
15:15	 4.7	 15.3
22:19	 2.7	 8.8
2024-10-27 (Sun)
Time PDT (m)	  (ft)
02:51	 3.3	 10.9
08:41	 2.2	 7.1
15:53	 4.6	 15.1
22:54	 2.4	 7.8
2024-10-28 (Mon)
Time PDT (m)	  (ft)
04:14	 3.5	 11.4
09:38	 2.4	 7.8
16:21	 4.5	 14.9
23:23	 2.1	 6.8
2024-10-29 (Tue)
Time PDT (m)	  (ft)
05:17	 3.7	 12
10:27	 2.6	 8.5
16:44	 4.5	 14.7
23:48	 1.8	 5.9 
2024-10-30 (Wed)
Time PDT (m)	  (ft)
06:07	 3.8	 12.6
11:09	 2.8	 9.2
17:02	 4.4	 14.6
2024-10-31 (Thu)
Time PDT (m)	  (ft)
00:11	 1.6	 5.2
06:50	 4	 13.3
11:48	 3	 9.9
17:18	 4.4	 14.4
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Rocking Retro 
Halloween Dance 

& DCHS fundraiser
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FACEHEATER!  The island 
was lacking a rock'n'roll cover 
band, so we made one.  It went 
like this: Steve and Curtis met at 
a Conrad Campbell show, started 
a punk band, but longed to play 
classic rock.  Steve put down the 
guitar to play drums, and they 
used Rush songs to get the hooks 
into Dave to play bass, converting 
yet another guitarist.  They put 
out the call to audition singers, 
and before long Sue was fronting 
the band with powerful, soaring 
vocals.  FACEHEATER aims to 
please with hit after hit, plenty of 
radio-rock favorites, and some 
tunes you've forgotten about for 
years.

We humans have a tendency to avoid the unpleasant 
to look the other way or not even look at all. But today, 
it’s never been more important for us to pay attention. No 
more so than when we’re reading the news. Cursory narra-
tives. Opinions over facts. The devil in the details. Every-
thing is not always what it seems.

For instance, have you heard about the HPAI? Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza? In 
Canada thousands of wild birds and millions of poultry have been infected or died from 
H5N1 since the outbreak began in early 2022. In the US in 2024 alone, over 10,000 wild 

Shucking Oysters:
The Sky is Falling

By Alex Allen

birds and 103 million poultry have been affected. And this influenza is not just for the birds. 

Since the H5N1 bird flu virus was first reported in the US last August, over 300 dairy herds and 16 people – all 
dairy workers – have been infected. (So far all of those who’ve tested positive have only mild, flu-like symptoms.) 

At one massive poultry facility in Colorado, workers were infected while culling infected birds. Local health au-
thorities described the conditions: “they struggled to properly wear protective equipment over their mouth, nose 
and eyes as they handled thousands of sick birds in a sweltering barn, with industrial fans blowing feathers and 
other potentially virus-laden material into the air.” 

All the human infections occurred in “heavily virus contaminated, high virus dose environments,” in other 
words, factory farms. UN bodies, academics and epidemiologists have long recognized the link between the 
emergence of highly pathogenic avian influenza viruses and increasingly intensive poultry 

continued on P.5...
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here will just have to deal with the bad luck and dislike they have let themselves in for.  

If anyone would like to get away from the commercial and tacky aspects of Halloween, they might want to build 
an altar to their beloved dead.  Such an altar is traditionally built in three levels to 
represent life, death and the afterlife.  It is decorated with flowers, candles, and the 
favourite food of the deceased.  The altar should contain the four elements of air, fire, 
water and earth.  Air is represented by incense or those Mexican paper flags.  Fire by 
the candles.  Water is self explanatory and the bread we set out represents earth.

My altar always has a bowl of alfalfa pellets as that is the favourite treat of my pet 
sheep, Septima, now lost to me these many years.   This year, it will also have a small 
bowl of cat food as we lost our beloved cat, Caligula, last spring. It will also have a 
piece of bread for the human spirits who will visit and a jug of water to refresh them 
after their long journey.  Other favourite food such as chocolate and wine are added.  
I have a deal with a Mexican-Canadian girlfriend to visit her altar if I pass first and 
she will visit mine if the reverse is true.  

As a religious person, one of my duties at this time of the year is to pray for the spirits of the dead.  I do this every 
morning for the people I know who have died but this time of the year, the prayers are more extensive.  I will 
pray for the comfort and ease of all my ancestors and all who died under tyranny and all who have died of medi-
cal malpractice which is a terrible betrayal.  

A feast is usual at this time of the year and we have so much fresh food in our gardens still and recently harvest-
ed from our orchards that selecting beautiful, nutritious food is a pleasure.  I wish you all a Happy Year's End.

...continued from P.2
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N Previously (Grapevine, August 1st 2024) I related the story of Mohammed Al 
Zaza, a young Palestinian refugee co-sponsored by the B.C. Muslim Association 
and the Vancouver Chapter of Independent Jewish Voices (I.J.V.) who lived with us 
in Vancouver for several months last year. To recapitulate briefly, Mohammed was 
badly injured in 2011, when he was fifteen, during an IDF bombing of Gaza that 

killed 124 people and wounded several hundred more. He was miraculously saved by the intervention of an Israeli peace 
organization, B’Selem, which managed to get him to a Tel Aviv hospital where he was treated for horrendous burns and se-
vere injuries to one leg and arm. After almost three years he was sent back to Gaza, still in need of medical attention, which 
he finally received in Turkey. Unable to return to Gaza, after many ordeals he ended up in Vancouver in February 2023. 
Since then he has undergone more operations and rehab., narrowly avoiding the loss of his leg after an infection.  He is now 
enrolled at Langara College and struggling to make a life here, while deeply preoccupied by the terrible human catastrophe 
in Gaza that is affecting his own family as well as two million others who are living hell on earth. As I explained before, he 
is trying to raise funds to get them out of there (many thanks to those who have contributed!). A group has been working 
on applications for his family members to be eligible for a family reunification programme, once they can leave. The Ca-
nadian government normally requires documentation for sponsorships (birth certificates, transcripts etc.) that is currently 
impossible to obtain in Gaza. He was elated to learn on September 16th – his birthday, and the same day he had another 
operation on his hand - that the applications for some of his family had finally been completed and submitted, beginning 
with his closest brother and his wife and two young children. 
You can imagine his horror and distress on learning, that very day, that this brother, Mahmoud,  was killed by a bomb while 
fetching water for the family.  He leaves behind his wife and two young daughters. This is Mohammed's second brother to 
die, Abdullah is still buried beneath rubble. He also leaves behind a wife and two children. We visited Mohammed in his 
small Kitsilano studio and saw how devastated he is. Still dazed by heavy doses of painkillers, he is struggling to maintain 
any hope of rescuing some of his family. We looked around his room, decorated with idyllic images of Palestine, the Ca-
nadian Rocky Mountains, khafir shawls, a Palestinian flag wrapped around his computer chair, and a large photo of the 
brother he hoped to welcome to Canada. He tells us that he was hurriedly buried with a dozen more 

Update on our friend 
Mohammed Al Zaza

By Yvon Raoul

continued on P.6...



farming. More than half a billion farmed birds have died or been culled globally due to 
bird flu since 2021. Many were broilers confined in factory farms where they are crammed so closely in huge 
sheds that they can barely move, or egg-laying hens that live confined in cages the size of a car battery.

The congregation of susceptible farm animals in “concen-
trated animal feeding operations” can lead to avian influenza 
viruses, hepatitis E virus, and so many unpronounceable dis-
eases. These CAFOs are built for only one purpose: to house 
as many animals as inhumanely possible. 

Senior vice president of scientific and regulatory affairs at 
the National Chicken Council, Ashley Peterson claims that 
criticism of confined farming practices is “the work of vegan 
extremist groups who are latching on to an issue to try and 
advance their agenda.” (Or Keto Communists.)

Wild birds are routinely blamed by governments and industry for spreading avian flu along migratory routes, but 
it’s clear that factory farms are Petri dishes for more and more deadly viruses. Rob Wallace, an American virolo-
gist warns that the new strains are continually adapting to intensive poultry production. “Influenza’s infiltration 
into industrial livestock and poultry is so complete that these farms now act as their own [disease] reservoirs,” he 
says. “They are their own source.” 

Meanwhile, at the beginning of October, the Center of Excellence for Poultry Science hosted a four-day Inter-
national Avian Influenza and One Health Emerging Issues Summit in Louisiana, with researchers, veterinarians 
and private sector professionals from 51 countries.

Guillermo Tellez-Isaias, the chairman, opened with a cheery note: “The highly pathogenic avian influenza virus 
has naturally been able to adapt to species that it never infected before. If it fully adapts to humans, COVID-19 
will look like a small cold compared to what this virus could cause.” 

Not one presentation touched on the inhumane factory conditions 
contributing to the horrific suffering and disease. Instead, attendees 
learned about: Breeding chickens to conserve water while main-
taining growth under heat stress. Strategies for salmonella control 
in poultry production at feed mills. Management practices to miti-
gate lameness caused by bacteria in broiler chickens. 

And up in Virginia coincidentally, the International Bird Flu 
Summit was taking place. Here the agenda was somewhat different. 
Among the workshops: Direct Fatality Management Tactical Op-
erations. Handling Panic and Maintaining Public Order. Managing 
Surge in Crime During Pandemic. Controlling Social Unrest and 
Public Disorder. Implementing Isolation Measures in Correctional 
Facilities. Managing Traffic and Transportation during Crisis. Con-
ducting Mass Vaccination Efforts. Enforcing Quarantine Measures 
Effectively. 

No really, the sky is falling.
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Otto of the beach                                        
                                                           By Alan Black

...continued from P.3
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N As I lay awake last night wondering about you, it occurred to me that you 
have not had a break or a vacation in a very long time. You have been hard at 
it for so many decades now – full-on, 24/7 – in many locations throughout 
the world. I guess that’s why you need to keep 900 US military bases going. 

Wow. That is a really impressive commitment, and I’m not surprised it costs you so much money. It’s actually hard to 
envision exactly how much the US military budget is – I mean, a trillion dollars a year. A billion is a thousand million, 
and a trillion is a thousand billion. That’s an astonishing amount of money to be provided every year by taxpayers, 
your funders.
You used to be called the “military-industrial” complex but we don’t use that term anymore. Maybe it makes the links 
between corporate capitalism and the military a bit too obvious.

Well you work hard and tirelessly, that’s for sure. In fact, the last time I think you took a slight break was after the 
Vietnam War, and those of us not part of the War System actually became lulled into thinking you might be retiring. 
Oh, the folly of the young! What were we thinking? Your work is so very profitable and the possibilities so limitless, 
why on earth would you think of retiring?

And you have so many willing to tell the story from your point of view, so many journalists happily “embedded” in 
your wars so they could get the exciting story close-up and from your point of view. You also have much of Holly-
wood with you. You made a brilliant offer to provide weapons, planes, and advice on how to stage war to Hollywood 
as long as they gave you final oversight on the product. An offer very hard to refuse it 
would appear. Any perusal of American films these days reveals just how much uptake 

Letter to the War System
By Sally Campbell

Continued on  P.7...

victims in an unmarked 
grave:  just one more 
casualty among the tens 
of thousands of civilians 
slaughtered in a war gone 
berserk. It’s heartbreak-
ing. Mohammed now has 
many close and generous 
friends in Vancouver pro-
viding material and moral 
support - Jews, Moslems, 
and a spectrum of other 
human beings with no 
specific religious or polit-
ical tags. But this cannot 
compensate for the agony 
of wondering each day how many of his family are still alive.  
 Because we have got to know Mohammed well, the war in the Middle East has become a major focus of attention in our 
family. What shocks me most is the silence of our politicians, who seem to be completely paralyzed when asked to take a 
moral stand on this gruesome massacre. Two of our children are teachers in Vancouver, and they hesitate to talk about the 
situation at work for fear of being labelled anti-semitic. Within Israel, anti-war protesters and human rights groups like 
B’Selem and Breaking the Silence are being harassed and threatened with arbitrary detention (according to a U.N. Com-
mission of Inquiry). Similar actions against journalists and peace activists are now occurring in Britain and Germany. We 
have all seen how organizations like Jewish Voice for Peace have been suspended and threatened by lawsuits on American 
University campuses. We know how important it is for our friend Mohammed - and all Palestinians who have no hope of 
ever seeing their own country again - that those of us who can do so continue to express our support in whatever way we 
can.  Our hearts go out to them, and to all those in Israel who still hope and wish that they could live in peace with their 
neighbours rather than hatred and destruction.

Mahmoud Al Zaza Abdullah Al Zaza with his daughterMahmoud's daughters

Want to help out Mohammed? https://www.gofundme.com/f/seh2t-urgent
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you got on that. Plenty!
Of course, you really do have to feed the violence to keep it in the forefront, there has to be so much of it that people 
become somewhat numbed to it, and it gets normalized. Like constantly using the “f word”, it loses its sting. Violence 
has to be an integral part of entertainment, right down to children’s toys and games. And your progress on tv con-
tent is really remarkable; it’s hard to find an American made-for-tv movie that doesn’t have lots of enemies, threats & 
violence. Right on!
And your work recruiting in the schools is a really smart manouevre as well – get them while they’re young and 
unsure of what they’re gonna do next. Especially go after the ones who are poor and have no chance of a university 
education now that the state doesn’t fund post- secondary learning any more. Here in Canada we have private Jewish 
schools doing the same thing – get those idealistic young kids so indoctrinated in supporting apartheid Israel that 
they join the Israeli military. And let “charities” like Indigo owner Heather Reisman’s Heseg Foundation provide fund-
ing to “lone soldiers”, meaning soldiers “who don’t have family in Israel”. Better yet, get the Canadian taxpayers to foot 
the bill by giving Heather the tax writeoff. Now that is genius. Most of us don’t even know we’re subsidizing the Israeli 
military.
And then of course, you tie your US War System tightly into patriotism, so that any criticism of your wars is deemed 
unpatriotic. Politicians learned long ago to stop calling it the “War Department”. Always call it “Defense” and “pro-
tecting our security interests”. Divide your budget into various government entities so it won’t look so huge. Put 
nuclear weapons into “Energy” for instance. That removes a big chunk! Don’t include in the military budget anything 
to do with Veterans – their “benefits”, their care, their therapy, etc. Spread it out as much as you can.
But it’s always better to have the war happening “over there” – in Ukraine, in “The Middle East”
- so it never looks as if they are your wars. Oh no, they are someone else’s wars that you are “working tirelessly” to 
bring to an end. A closer look would reveal your primary role in these wars, so you have to be very, very clever to 
dupe the people who are paying for them in countless ways. You’ve made such good use of the “terrorism” threat since 
9/11.
Keep people afraid and they’ll stay submissive.

Use fear and distraction together. Oh yes, sports entertainment! What an avenue for the War System – have some 
war planes fly over a tennis match, get everyone on their feet singing the national anthem and waving flags during a 
basketball or football game; here in Canada get those Snowbirds doing their high-flying tricks via a big Canadian mil-
itary airshow, that gets the kids engaged early on and gets patriotism linked right in with the military. Maybe then the 
people won’t complain about the armed drones 
soon to come to Comox Base. After all, accord-
ing to the Canadian military’s own website, it 
will all be benign - mapping and observing, and 
of course, they’re only gonna be surveilling “dis-
sidents” and targeting “terrorists”, right?
(Next week: More ways of the War System)

 
Construction Tender 

 
Project:  Refurbishment of New Horizons Hall Deck 
Location:  1765 Sollans Road  
Deadline for tender bids:  November 24, 2024 
The project includes: 

• All new wood components need to be pressure-treated wood 
• Replacement of at least two 4x4 support posts 
• Removal of existing deck floor boards and railings 
• Removal of existing rim joist boards 
• Installation of new rim joist boards 
• Installation of new 2x6 deck floor boards 
• Installation of black metal railing on deck and fire exit stairs 
• Removal of existing fire exit stairs 
• Construction of new fire exit stairs 
• Application of joist flashing tape on existing deck joists  

If you have any questions regarding the project please contact:  Mary Craig at 250-335-
2636 or Rick Fitch at 778-344-4829 or email inquiries 
to:   hornbynewhorizons@gmail.com  
Tenders must be received by email no later than:  Friday, November 24, 2024. 
“Lowest or any tender not necessarily accepted” 
Submit written tender by email to:  hornbynewhorizons@gmail.com  
New Horizons Society 
1765 Sollans Road 
Hornby Island, V0R 1Z0 

...continued from P.6

250-228-7161
www.denmanwater.ca

Denman Island Water Company

 Spring Water
Delivered To You!!           

Denman every Tuesday 

Wednesday

$11 / 5 Gallon Bottle
 $8 / 3 Gallon Bottle 

Excellent Quality

Free Delivery on 

& Hornby every 2nd
In Business since 2020

No added Chlorine or Flouride
Naturally Alkaline
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It takes some learning and insight to understand that western civiliza-
tion really is the absolute worst. There can be a kind of hipster outsider 
tendency to judge your own society more harshly than you do others, 
and at first glance it can look like that’s what’s going on when you see 
western critics of the western empire denouncing the criminality of 
their own government and its allies much more harshly than govern-
ments like Russia, China or Iran. It’s not until you’ve done a fair bit of 

research that you go, wait, okay no, we are actually quantifiably far more destructive than any other power structure 
on earth, by an extremely massive margin. We really are the bad guys. We really are the evil empire, and everyone 
slamming our side as murderous monsters are absolutely correct.
Whenever I say this I get westerners going “Oh yeah well I’d much rather live here then over there” or “Oh well if it’s 
so bad here then why don’t you go live over there?”, but the fact that they immediately start babbling about where 
they’d prefer to live is just a symptom of how sick and twisted this civilization is. They’re so cognitively and emotion-
ally divorced from the violence and tyranny their government is inflicting upon the global south that they think the 
question of which countries are worse than others is a question of how pleasant it would be for them personally to live 
in. It’s like yes asshole, it’s very nice to be living in the imperial core that’s receiving the benefits of mass murder and 
imperialist extraction, and it’s less nice to live in the countries where the murder and extraction is happening. That’s 
the entire fucking point here.
It can be nice to live in the western world, but the western world is not nice. Ours is the most savage and thuggish 
civilization on this planet, and it’s not even close.

The Democratic Party really does look ready to lose yet another easily winnable election by running yet another aw-
ful, murderous candidate with awful, murderous policies, and then once again blame their loss on everyone in Ameri-
ca who is a better person than they are.

Always having to search for photos of Israel’s destruc-
tion of Gaza for my articles really drives home the fact 
that this didn’t start last year. I’m always like “Here’s 
one! Wait, this one’s from 2008. Here’s one! No this 
is from 2014. Oh hey! Bah, nope, different bombing, 
2021.”

My first encounter with Israelis was when I was back-
packing through South America in my twenties, and 
I remember being shocked by how consistently awful 
they all were. I guess after their mandatory military 
service they tend to go traveling for a bit, and when-
ever I’d run into them they were reliably some of the 
nastiest people I’d ever encountered.
They weren’t ever nasty to me, though. I am a white 
westerner, and I never had a problem with them. They 
were nasty to the impoverished brown-skinned peo-
ple who were hosting us. They were obnoxious and 
bullying toward local guides, they’d leave the place in 
a mess, and they were always trying to screw over the 
locals for a better deal or extra meals or favors. One 
time they tricked a hostel into putting up a sign in 
Hebrew for other Israeli backpackers which said ugly 
things about our hosts (they told the hostel owner 
it was a great review), 

We Really Are The Bad Guys 
And This Really Is The Evil 

Empire
By Caitlin Johnstone

Oct.20th, 2024

continued on  P9....
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which I only know because they were laughing hysterically about it and told me. They 
consistently treated the people who were looking after us like they were much lesser 

than us. Their pushiness and entitlement were just unbelievable.
It was a very educational experience for me. I knew the Palestinians were being treated unfairly because my father 
had told me so, but I also had a great love of Jews and Jewish culture. I had visited Auschwitz and Dachau and Anne 
Frank’s house in my travels, and I remember having some romantic ideas about kibbutzim. This was my first time 
directly encountering the reality that there is something unhealthy about Israeli society. Not Jews or Jewish culture, 
but Jewish Israelis.
Now I see evidence of this on my news feed every day, in the IDF soldiers prancing around in the undergarments of 
dead and displaced Palestinian women, in the AI translations of Hebrew tweets, in the polls which show widespread 
Israeli approval for the atrocities in Gaza, in Israeli TikTok videos mocking the suffering of the Palestinians, in the 
Israelis showing up in my comments justifying the worst things in the world in the most depraved ways imaginable.
My encounters with Israelis in South America were an early taste of ugly things to come. Everything I glimpsed then 
I’ve been seeing online over the past year. I keep thinking about those obnoxious pricks I met all those years ago, and 
about how they didn’t know at the time that they were giving me very useful information for me to make use of in the 
future.
When Israel supporters tell you to shut up about Gaza until you’ve been to Israel and met Israelis, just ignore them. 
Don’t go to Israel; you’re a westerner, they’ll be nice to you. You can just go to one of the tourist spots in the glob-
al south that Israelis like to visit — one with lots of brown-skinned people who’ve been colonized by the west — and 
watch how they treat people there. That will show you what Israelis are really like.

...continued from P.8
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In my letter last week concerning the Carbon Tax I wrote that the tax was an ‘incen-
tive’ tax but had an ‘inadvertent’ redistributive effect.  With further research I discover the redistributive effect 
was not inadvertent at all.  In BC the rebate for citizens is available only to those of lower incomes.  Any married 
couple without children whose adjusted family income is below $57,288 will receive the full amount designated.  
Between $57,288 and $95,088 they would receive a reduced amount.  About $95,088 they would get nothing.  
The upper limit of $95,088 rises with children but the calculation remains the same.    

British Columbia, Quebec, Yukon, Nunavut, and the Northwest Territories do not participate in the Federal 
rebate system as they all match the Federal backstop criteria and so are allowed to administer their own system 
completely.  It is not at all clear from Federal and Provincial websites if the remaining provinces have income 
based rebate amounts. As a former librarian I have long had problems with internet searches which substitute 
speed for accuracy and return hundreds of thousands of useless results; it is a clear example of human beings 
outperforming ‘AI’ by a huge margin and why we should be wary of discovering our ‘facts’ on the internet—as I 
did for my earlier article.

Legislated income testing in BC to ensure a redistributive effect accounts for the estimate that 80% of recipients 
receive more in rebate than they pay in tax and makes eliminating the Carbon Tax all the more disastrous for 
those citizens.  As all political parties act as if the major group that counts in society is what we called the Middle 
Class, it is perhaps understandable that programs that actually do something for those falling below the Middle 
Class are viewed as having little voter traction.  Perhaps that is why ‘axe the tax’ can have a closure effect on Mid-
dle Class citizens who don’t want to ask questions about what the tax actually does for others less well off.

Oakley Rankin

Letters to the 
Editor
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Members  
of the relay 
team: You got 
to hand it to 
them.

•DOWN •

1. Frosh teaser
2. Exam answer
3. Cry out
4. Wild Asian dog
5. Approximation 

words
6. Actor's hint
7. Spelling on TV
8. Balkan native
9. Axis end
11. Ill temper
12. Creep
13. Bandeau, for 

short
14. Rigid purity
21. Between pi and 

sigma
23. Bit of light
25. Disinfectant 

target
26. Electrical 

inventor
27. Force back
28. Doorbell
29. Bumbler's word
30. Angeles preceder
31. Holy council
32. Cartoon genre
33. Fold members
35. Chink or crack
38. A rel.
41. Crocheted item
43. Grass house
44. Past
46. Anything but 

that
47. Spot

• ACROSS •

1. Farm abode
4. AMA type
7. Cookbook meas.
10. Copper or iron
12. Foundation 
planting
14. Equine sport
15. Juicer byproduct
16. Bested one
17. Asian sea
18. Hades
19. U.N. labor arm
20. Come in
22. Bald eagle's 
cousin
24. Quick greeting
25. Consecutive 
series
28. Huge
34. Really small
35. Begone
36. Blabby bird
37. African serpent
38. Radar dots
39. Pick-up-sticks 
game
40. Arraignment 
offering
42. Canyon edges
43. Mushroom 
maker
45. Minim, in music
47. Glove leathers
48. Monopoly 
square
49. Feel for
50. Fourscore

54. Summer mo.
55. Common scent
59. Forest ox
60. Pizzazz
62. Scruff
63. Bandleader 
Kenton
64. Das Boot craft
65. Heck's cousin
66. Biblical 
meaning "The 
Active Hand"
67. Candidate to 
like
68. Antiquity

49. Post larval 
stages

50. Hassle free
51. Centerward
52. Incite anger
53. Addressee
54. Berserk
56. Be gutsy
57. Autumn 

birthstone
58. On pension, 

abbr.
61. Decorative belt

• LAST WEEK’S ANSWERS •• LAST WEEK’S ANSWERS •

• TEST YOUR MATH SKILLS •• TEST YOUR MATH SKILLS •

•Last Week’s Answers ••Last Week’s Answers •

• GRAPEVINE CROSSWORD •• GRAPEVINE CROSSWORD •

GRUMPISM

“

“



ISLANDS GRAPEVINE EDITORIAL POLICIES
Opinions expressed in the Grapevine do not necessarily reflect that of the Publisher.

Inciting violence, hate speech and pejorative language will not be tolerated.

Whether covering events that entertain us, presenting issues that concern and
affect us or highlighting the many interesting and gifted people we call neighbour, 
the Grapevine celebrates the diversity and inclusivity of our shared island life. The 
following is our policy on content:

• Profiles of individuals, history, reviews and op ed are published free of charge.
• Literary content including poetry, stories, belle lettres are published free of charge.
• Promotional content for products, services, programs, and events will be published at going advertising rates. 
• Public service announcements, notices of meetings, and news releases will be published for a fee. Exceptions
	 will be made for emergencies where the public is immediately endangered.
• With regret, no exceptions can be made for non-profit status.
• Letters to the Editor are published free of charge.

The Grapevine is happy to provide an open, public forum for all islanders to speak and be heard. We are stead- fast in 
our commitment to uphold freedom of expression.

As the record of our times, every issue of the Grapevine is a compilation of that week’s submissions. We do not edito-
rialize content, nor do we censor. We ask that writers moderate their own content. The Grapevine reserves the right 
to edit for brevity.

We are open to contributions from all Denman & Hornby Islanders. If you’ve something to say, send it our way! No 
copy and paste submissions. In your own words, please!

• LESSONS •

Drum Kit Lessons 
Beau Stocker -  beaustocker.com
Denman/Union Bay/Buckley Bay/Fanny Bay
In person - in your house/studio or my Union Bay 
Studio
60/45/30 minute lessons
lord.dusty92@gmail.com

• COMMUNITY NOTICES •

COMOX VALLEY TRANSITION 
SOCIETY EMERGENCY CRISIS LINE:
 250-338-1227 or Text: 250-218-4034 For more 
info visit 
https://cvts.ca 

•PERSONALS • 

Senior, male, omnivore;
Animal of nature;
Intelligent, educated, creative;
Good sense of humour, has own teeth (mostly),
Tidy, but not a cleaner or cook;
Declining physical and mental condition;
Likes a good whiskey and a good dog;
Dose not suffer fools gladly;
Wishes solitude after too many visitors.
Please do not call 335 ****
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• CLASSIFIED ADS •• CLASSIFIED ADS •• SERVICES •

Exterior cleaning service. Offering 
cleaning solutions for your windows, 
gutters,
roofs, decks, driveways, chimneys, siding, 
awnings, etc. Reasonable rates with
professional results. Call or text Bjorn for 
free estimate. 
250 465 8645 

GUTTERS seamless, supply and install
also repairs, for free estimate contact
Kevin at 250 335 1986 or cell at 
250 667 3233. Serving All Areas. 

MR. FIX-IT PLUMBING & All household 
major and small appliances. All large and 
small machinery. Yard machinery, chain-
saws, outboards, automotive, sharpening, 
welding and fabricating. Call Rick Graham 
335-0954.(HI) 

• FOR SALE •

2003 Ford Pick up truck F150
$4000. 250 335-1174 after 5pm 

Mather Farm -    Beef by the side or quar-
ter - $5.75/lb hanging weight - available in 
December. Good hay - $8/bale
250-335-0243 

Denman Island local cedar kindling sales. 

Wildcrafted. Artisanal! Damn Cheap! Your 
fire will thank you! By burning!!
DISCLAIMER: “Denman Island natural cedar 
kindling” is not intended to diagnose or 
treat any medical condition. For external 
use only. 250-897-8184 

ALPACA SOCKS, MITTENS, HATS, TOQUES, 
SCARVES.
ALPACA YARN - handspun skeins and balls.
Warm & Cozy.  Rose 335-1117 

+APPLIANCES FOR SALE. Ranges, washers, 
dryers, fridges, dishwashers, gas/electric 
range. All fully restored and come with a 
full six month warranty. Call Rick Graham 
335-0954. 

WAGNER FIREWOOD. 2 cords to Denman, 
$680 plus GST.  Hornby, $720 plus GST.  Text 
or call Scott at 250-334-7323 

• FOR RENT •

27 ton log splitter for rent . $60/day 
$200/week, delivered.  2507025933

• WANTED •

Wanted: Dry storage for 22’ Bayliner on 
trailer 250-335-1686 or cell: 250-650-0355
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THURSDAY 24

FRIDAY 25

SATURDAY 26

MONDAY 28

TUESDAY 29

WEDNESDAY 30

THURSDAY 31

SUNDAY 27

• RECYCLING CENTRE 2-6pm
• BOTTLE DEPOT 2-6pm
• CAP SITE Hub Comm. Hall 4-7pm
• FOOD BANK Hub Comm. Hall 4-7pm
• FREE STORE 4:30pm-6pm
• Contemporary Dance Class 5:30-6:30pm  D.A.C     

• RECYCLING CENTRE 9-5pm 
• BOTTLE DEPOT 9-5pm
• FREE STORE 9-Noon
• FARMERS MARKET Old School 9:30-12:30                
• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm

• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
• AA Meeting DIUC Gathering Place 7pm
• Choices in Aging & Dying 1:30-3:30pm New         
                                                                             Horizons

FRIDAY 1

SATURDAY 2

MONDAY 4

TUESDAY 5

WEDNESDAY 6

THURSDAY 7

SUNDAY 3

• RECYCLING CENTRE 9-5pm
• BOTTLE DEPOT 9-5pm
• FARMERS MARKET Old School 9:30-12:30                 
• FREE STORE 9-Noon 
• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm

• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
• AA Meeting DIUC Gathering Place 7pm
• FACEHEATER: Halloween Dance 7pm the Hall

• RECYCLING CENTRE 2-6pm
• BOTTLE DEPOT 2-6pm
• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
• Gyrokinesis    9:30-10:30am D.I. Arts Centre

• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
• AA Meeting DIUC Gathering Place   7pm
• Employment Services 9am-3pm DAC

• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm

• RECYCLING CENTRE 2-6pm
• BOTTLE DEPOT 2-6pm
• CAP SITE Hub Comm. Hall 4-7pm
• FOOD BANK Hub Comm. Hall 4-7pm
• FREE STORE 4:30pm-6pm
• Contemporary Dance Class5:30-6:30pmD.A.C.

• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
• AA Meeting DIUC Gathering Place 7pm
• Employment Services 9am-3pm DAC	

• Peter T. Mason • Land Surveying 757•8788 (All)
• Able & Ready Septic Pumping Service • 250•338•8822 (D/H)
• Tree Service • Darian Chase • Arborist 218•0404 (ALL) 
• Tree Service & Towing • Antoine • Certified • Insured • Local 250•207•3884
• Bottled Water Delivery • DenmanWater.ca • 250•228•7161 (D/H)

•  ( H )  H o r n b y  •  ( D )  D e n m a n  •  ( U B )  U n i o n  B a y  ••  ( H )  H o r n b y  •  ( D )  D e n m a n  •  ( U B )  U n i o n  B a y  •
•  ( F B )  F a n n y  B a y  •  ( C )  C o u r t e n a y/ C o m ox  ••  ( F B )  F a n n y  B a y  •  ( C )  C o u r t e n a y/ C o m ox  •

• Acupuncture • Margot Davey, R.Ac. • 778•992•0165 (D)
• Physiotherapist • Acupuncturist • TCM Herbs • Carmen RPT, RTCMP 	
		                  www.spectrahealth.ca   335•2260  (D/H)	  
• Physiotherapy • Christopher Mainella 250-335-2260              
• Massage Clinic • 2796 Northwest Rd. • Leyah Kelly 335•2584 (D)
• Acupuncture • Jenny McCartney, R.Ac • 250•508•8160
			              • www.heartwoodacupuncture.ca (D/H)

• Denman Activity Centre (Seniors) Rentals  335•3027 (D/H)
• ACCOMMODATIONS & RENTALS •

• REAL ESTATE • INSURANCE • FINANCIAL SERVICES •
• Jordan McDonald • Oakwyn Realty • 604•616•1137 (D/H)
• Tuele Group, Royal LePage in the Comox Valley, 
                                                                                                Jenessa & Donna 250 335 1720

• BUILDING • CONSTRUCTION •
• Shel Brodsgaard • Excavation & Services • 250•703•3898 (D/H)
• Excavator/Backhoe/Tandem Gravel Truck & Transfer Trailer
         Kenny Mather •  250•703•6512 (All) • John Isbister • 250•335•2565 (D)
• Ben Purc, licensed Electrical Contractor, 705-351-2689 (ALL)
• Tandem Gravel Truck & Transfer Trailer • Lora Mercieca 
					       • 250•650•9986 (D/H)
• Ray Ulovec • Backhoe/Excavator, Septic Installation • 335•3145 (D/H)
• Wicked Shovel Excavating & Landscaping • Doug Schmidt • 		
					        250•222•8076 (ALL)
• Landscape Construction & Gardening Services • Beech and Cedar Home 	
			   Maintenance • (Kane) 250•327•1073 (D/H)

• HEALTH & WELLNESS •

• BUSINESS DIRECTORY •• BUSINESS DIRECTORY •

• SERVICES •

FORTNIGHT EVENTSFORTNIGHT EVENTS

• RECYCLING CENTRE 2-6pm
• BOTTLE DEPOT 2-6pm
• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
• Gyrokinesis    9:30-10:30am D.I. Arts Centre

• RECYCLING CENTRE 2-6pm
• BOTTLE DEPOT 2-6pm
• CAP SITE Hub Comm. Hall 4-7pm
• FOOD BANK Hub Comm. Hall 4-7pm
• FREE STORE 4:30-6pm
• Contemporary Dance Class 5:30-6:30pm D.A.C.

• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm


