
D.I. General Store

Open 12pm to 8pm Wednesday, Thursday & Sunday
Open 12pm-9pm Friday & Saturday

(Pizza after 3pm Friday-Sunday)
Beef & veggie burgers (gluten-free buns available), fries & poutine 

(gluten-free vegan gravy available), Korean-style fried chicken, 
pizza, panozzos, and rice bowls. Try our signature Caesar!

Licensed · Dine-in & Takeout
3646 Denman Rd (the old bakery) · TakeoutNearYou.com 

(250)335-1099
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jordan@denmanislandhomes.com 

contact me for your
complimentary market
valuation

Local REALTOR® Jordan McDonald

Take the path that guides you home.

General Store Hours:
Monday to Thursday:   8 – 6:30

Friday:   8 – 7
Saturday:  9 – 7

Sunday and Holidays:   12 – 4
Post Office Hours:

Monday to Friday:   
9 – 12 & 1 – 4:30
Saturday:   12 – 3

Sundays and Holidays:  Closed

Our restaurant is Closed for 
Wine making and Harvesting.

Winery Closed Mondays for a day of rest. 
The tasting room is still open 11 - 5 

Tuesday-Sunday.
Thank you everyone for your support of our 
restaurant, we look forward to serving you 

again.
From all of us at the vineyard
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L If you choose to vote in the Provincial 

election, and you desire authentic chang-
es to government policies, it would be 
irrational to cast your vote for either of 
the major political parties. On issues of 

environmental, social, and economic justice, one party has a chance to form 
a government that claims to represent your interests. But if your intention is 
to inspire real substantive changes on issues that are sincerely important to 
you, withholding your support for the major political parties is crucial. These 
parties, while rhetorically pandering to their respective ideological voter bas-
es, are the two headed monster of neo-liberalism, and the threat of lost voter 
support is the only possible electoral resistance to them. 

The Conservative Party’s predecessors, the governing B.C. Liberals initiated 
the unnecessary and destructive Site C Dam, with the John Horgan led NDP 
claiming to oppose the project. The B.C. NDP formed the new government 
in 2017, while Site C moved forward regardless, costing many billions of 
dollars more than budgeted. Years of NDP government have not significantly 
dealt with the chronic shortage of affordable housing, or seriously mitigated 
the opioid crisis. The B.C. NDP claimed to oppose old growth logging, then 
criminalized resistance to its continued practice. In 2019, the B.C. NDP 
brought us the B.C. Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples legisla-
tion, yet we still saw the Coastal Gas Link pipeline forcibly pushed through 
First Nations’ territory despite clear opposition by indigenous people and 
their leadership, with the RCMP violently dragging the non-violent occu-
pants and land defenders off to jail. John Horgan is now an executive em-
ployed at a B.C. coal mining company. 

According to advance polling, the NDP and Conservatives each hold about 
45% of likely voter support, leaving about 10% of the electorate as the so-
called undecided “swing voters’, or “third party” supporters. These voters 
will ultimately decide the election, and we can expect to see all of the candi-
dates aim their campaign messages at this heavily researched segment of the 
electorate. Both major parties take their base of support for granted, and the 
only hope to push a major party toward authentic change is to withhold your 
support from them until they actually deliver on it, unlikely as that may be. 
Those who support so-called strategic voting will argue that you should vote 
for the party that has the best chance of defeating their partisan opponent 
and forming a government. There's a need to break this cycle of support for 
the “lesser of evils” and begin to firmly hold the more principled ground 
without compromise.

It’s often said that the definition of insanity is doing the same thing over 
and over again, and expecting a different result. The grip of the neo-liberal 
duopoly ensures that the voices and will of common people are silenced and 
minimized, and that corporate interests remain firmly in control, with all of 
the evidence showing us that the hollow promise of incremental change is 
not tenable. The partisan advertising is revealing, with the primary messages 
of the major parties being, “The other party is terrible, and we’re not them.” 
As long as the major political parties receive support from their respective 
ideological bases, more pipelines will be the reality, and real change is a pipe-
dream.

On Strategic Voting; 
The B.C. Election 

By Team TIG



 

TIDE TABLETIDE TABLE
• Secondary Tidal Station Ford Cove •• Secondary Tidal Station Ford Cove •

• Source: tides.gc.ca •• Source: tides.gc.ca •
2024-10-17 (Thu)
Time PDT (m)	  (ft)
00:09	 1.4	 4.5
06:25	 4.5	 14.7
12:09	 2.3	 7.6
17:56	 4.8	 15.7
2024-10-18 (Fri)
Time PDT (m)	  (ft)
00:50	 0.9	 2.9
07:27	 4.7	 15.4
12:58	 2.7	 8.8
18:27	 4.8	 15.7
2024-10-19 (Sat)
Time PDT (m)	  (ft)
01:32	 0.5	 1.8
08:28	 4.8	 15.9
13:48	 3.1	 10
19:01	 4.7	 15.5
2024-10-20 (Sun)
Time PDT (m)	  (ft)
02:15	 0.4	 1.2
09:27	 4.9	 16.2
14:43	 3.3	 11
19:36	 4.6           15
2024-10-21 (Mon)
Time PDT (m)	  (ft)
02:58	 0.4	 1.2
10:25	 5	 16.3
15:46	 3.5	 11.6
20:15	 4.3	 14.3
2024-10-22 (Tue)
Time PDT (m)	  (ft)
03:44	 0.5	 1.8
11:23	 4.9	 16.2
17:02	 3.6	 11.9
20:58	 4.1	 13.3 
2024-10-23 (Wed)
Time PDT (m)	  (ft)
04:33	 0.8	 2.8
12:24	 4.9	 16
18:36	 3.6	 11.7
21:53	 3.8	 12.3
2024-10-24 (Thu)
Time PDT (m)	  (ft)
05:28	 1.2	 3.9
13:27	 4.8	 15.7
20:19	 3.3	 10.9
23:18	 3.5	 11.4
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CANADIAN NETWORK OF COMMU-
NITY LAND TRUSTS TO VISIT DEN-
MAN
What is the difference between a Conser-
vancy Land Trust such as our Denman 

Conservancy Association and a Community Land Trust such as Denman Community 
Housing Society? On Tuesday, Oct. 22, three staff members of the Canadian Network of 
Community Land Trusts will be on Denman Island to give a presentation about commu-
nity land trusts.
The presentation is sponsored by the Denman Community Housing Society. The Society 
is the affordable housing group formed by the recent merger of Denman Housing Asso-
ciation and the Denman Community 
Land Trust Association. DCH re-
mains a land trust and is committed 
to promoting better understanding of 
this model of land stewardship for the 
purpose of affordable housing.
Come learn more on Tuesday, Oct. 
22 at 7 p.m. at the Denman Activity 
Centre Lounge. 

CANADIAN NETWORK OF 
COMMUNITY LAND TRUSTS 

TO VISIT DENMAN
By Denman Community Housing Society

“Death is horrible. Who wants it?” Indeed, who 
wants to talk about death or its common partner in 
crime, aging?

This October, Hornby Denman Health hosts the first 
event in a quarterly series designed to help open up 
the conversation around aging and mortality in a 

compassionate, practical and lighthearted way. 

Our kickoff event includes a screening of the BBC production Myriam Margolyes’ Deathly 
Adventure. With humour and a surprisingly life affirming approach, Deathly Adventure 
looks at the complex decisions that face us as we age. How do we continue to live our best 
lives? How do we move through our unique experiences of grief and pain? What practical 
things matter, and what choices do we have at the very end of life?
We’ll follow with a panel discussion covering the supports available within our unique 
island communities and reviewing some of the challenges faced by rural residents. Partici-
pants are also encouraged to check out hands-on displays, take home literature to keep the 
conversation going, and voice thoughts on future sessions. 

Whether you are looking around the corner for yourself, or seeking to help build a community of compassionate 
support for your friends and loved ones, we hope to see you out! Join us October 23rd from 1 to 3pm at the Den-
man Island Activity Centre or October 25th from 1:30 to 3:30pm at Hornby New Horizons. 

This event is open to all members of the community. 

Tea, coffee and treats provided. Rides available on advance request. 

To learn more, visit our website at www.hornbydenmanhealth.com or contact jane@hornbydenmanhealth.com.
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S Changes in Aging And 
Dying: A Workshop for 
the Whole Community

By Hornby Denman Health
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ST Quince trees love it on our islands.  They are hardy, reliable and 
give a good crop every year.  The only problem with that is that we 
Canadians do not tend to eat much quince and when we do it is 
usually as jam or jelly.  I ask you, who among us really needs more 
sugar?  

We have two quince trees and with minimal care they provide us with heaps of fruit every year.  I plant-
ed them thinking it would be useful to have a supply of pectin for making jams and jellies as you can 
add quince juice to other fruit as a source of pectin.   

I have found a new use for quince as the fruit of one of our trees has come ripe.  I am lucky to have two 
cultivars that ripen at different times, allowing me to deal with one load of fruit before the other arrives.  
Many of our quince fruit split on the tree, especially the larger fruit.  The fruit are golden when ripe and 
have a bit of a furry coat that washes off easily.  They have a delicious scent and flavour.  When cooked, 
they turn a beautiful shade of red.  

The fruit do not become fully ripe here but they would in a warmer climate.  They look like a lumpy 
cross between an apple and a pear and are a member of the apple family.  

A friend gave me a Finnish steam juicer and it is my new favourite kitchen toy.  My friend uses her 
steamer to make vegetable stock, juice and to steam 
meals.  It really is an interesting and useful kitchen 
treasure.  It has a chamber for water at the bottom, 
then a chamber for the juice and a basket on top 
which you fill with the food to be steamed.  The juice 
comes out of the collecting chamber via a little hose.  
The whole thing is very low tech and really cannot go 
wrong as long as the chamber for water is not allowed 
to run dry.

I loaded my steamer up with chopped apples which 
were not of a good enough quality to wrap for the 
winter, some over-ripe pears and a bunch of washed 
and chopped quince.  I turned it on and went away to 
practice the cello for an hour and came down to find it 
almost done.  

The fruit or vegetables in the top compartment are much reduced and look dry when they are done.  I 
sweetened the juice with a little honey in the collecting chamber and poured it into hot pint jars that I 
was holding in a little metal jug.  The jug is necessary as the hose has to be lower than the reservoir and 
the jar will be too hot to hold in an oven mitt when the juice comes out of the chamber.  The juice come 
out scalding hot so banish children and pets from the kitchen while you are doing this.   

You will need to have your canning jars hot before you put the juice in and one way to do this is to put 
the jars on a baking sheet in an over set at 275 degrees Fahrenheit and leave them there for ten minutes.  
Another way is to pour boiling water from a kettle into each jar to heat it before you empty the jar and 
fill it with juice.  

The book which comes with the canner explains how they can juice successfully in Finland and it seems 
to work as well here.  You put scalding hot juice into a hot jar and pop the lid on, screw the ring down 
and leave it to cool.  No processing in a water bath canner is required which makes the whole operation 
so easy and pleasant.  
The juice was a fetching shade of pink and I had a little left over after canning six 

Green Wizardries:
Quince & Steam Juicers

By Maxine Rogers

continued on P...5
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pints.  We had a little of the juice chilled and topped up with soda water.  It was a 
very pleasant and refreshing drink.  

Quince can also be added in small quantities to apple sauce or pies to improve the flavour and to give a 
hint of colour.  A friend taught me to wash quinces, wrap them in tinfoil and bake until the fruit is soft.  
Then, I unwrap the fruit and pour a drizzle of honey on it and eat it as a winter treat. 

The Spanish make membrillo ( a thick quince jam that is eaten with cheese and walnuts) and the Portu-
guese make marmelada which is similar and they will tell you it is the best.

October and November are good months to plant fruit trees and every garden and orchard can benefit 
from having a small quince tree.  The fruit is sometimes so heavy on the trees that it makes the whole 
tree look golden. 

...continued from P.4
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Here we are finally, the BC election vote on Saturday. While I’m glad all the 
campaigning is over, I do worry about how it will all unravel. Our choices are: 
Blue: a 61-year-old Leo, Orange: a 48-year-old Leo and Green: a 54-year-old 
Gemini. 

I didn’t listen to the radio debate, but I did watch the TV debate. Like Thanksgiving dinner with your dysfunc-
tional family, the “open debate” sections were too much of a free-for-all. The moderator should have done her job 
and maybe we could have heard more. This was also noted listening to the radio debate. Both moderators were 
asleep at the wheel. No matter the medium, the format was the same and the sound bites were repeated. Who 
stood out? Sonia Furstenau. She was eloquent and called out both Rustad and Eby on their lack of action on 
many fronts. Eby was OK, but the continual poking gets to be tiresome. And Rustad? A toaster has more person-
ality. It’s no wonder I don’t remember him in Crispy Clark’s cabinet. 

Throughout the campaign all Eby and Rustad have been 
doing is trading insults about conspiracy theories and 
weak leadership and policy. Like the dysfunctional fam-
ily dinner, it’s not pleasant listening to constant berating 
and pointing fingers. It’s unCanadian. Meanwhile, like 
the youngest sibling, we have Furstenau on the sidelines 
desperately trying to get our attention. And speaking of at-
tention, what’s with the obligatory political right-hand ges-
tures? Every high-level politician in Canada was trained 
by the same “message” therapist. Eby looked like he was 
trying to grab butterflies. Furstenau was shuffling cubes in 
the air. And “laser-focused” Rustad, well...

How did he ever get this far? He’s boring. Has no sense of humour. He seems to have just one expression: of 
a man who just ate uni for the first time and wants to spit it out but can’t. Rustad had a golden opportunity to 
“unleash” his human side, when he said “paper straws suck” with not even a smirk. (One of his lofty platforms is 
to bring back plastic straws and bags.) Someone on Reddit commented: “He is so slimy. If I were on crutches and 
there was an elevator that came once every 20 minutes to the 50th floor and John Rustad was in there alone, I 
would take the stairs every single time.” 

After using my dysfunctional family analogy, on the radio debate Eby said, coincidentally: “I wouldn’t trust John 
Rustad to run my Thanksgiving dinner conversation with the family, let alone a hospital 

Shucking Oysters:
The Good, the Bad 

and the Ugly
By Alex Allen

continued on P.6...
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where my kids have to be safe, where parents and grandparents have to be safe.” And I 
wouldn’t let you boys sit at the same dinner table. Sonia, on the other hand, has an open 

invitation (but don’t forget the red wine).

And that’s the sad thing. Furstenau would make an excellent premier. She was clearly the winner in both debates. 
But the Green Party are full of tree huggers. They want more government intervention and industry account-
ability. The other two, want to fast track approvals for new mining projects – free from pesky regulations and 
oversight. Cut all that red tape into bits of confetti. Grow the green extractive economy – except it’s not friendly 
Avocado Green, it’s Army Green. 

After the leader debates, someone commented, “Eby won just by not being bad.” With just over a week before 
election day, a poll from Ipsos Reid showed the BC NDP ahead of the BC Conservatives by a mere five percent-
age points. The most positive shift was for Furstenau and the Green Party, with 20% improved impressions versus 
12% worsened impressions (50% stayed the same, 18% no opinion).

Both federally and provincially, we seem to vote more for our local politician versus for the leader of the party. 
I like Josie Osbourne. I’m not so keen on Eby. His platform is frankly not that different from Rustad’s and both 
have continually flip-flopped on key issues with nary a blink of the eye (especially Rustad’s). It seems the only 
way Eby differentiated himself in this campaign is to point out how crazy the other guy is and that has been his 
only strategy. Rustad has yet to explain how he will pay for any of his promises.

What is encouraging with this election, is a record 171,381 people voted on the first day of advance polls. That’s 
45% higher than the previous record of 118,270 in 2017.

The NDP may have a slight advantage at this point, but the overall race is still scarily close. It’s going to be a nail 
biter of a weekend. We could go Pumpkin Orange or Cobalt Blue or an ugly mix of the two: Bittersweet Brown. 
Whatever the result, hopefully it’s with a Forest Green patina.

...continued from P.5
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Al-Jazeera’s Investigative Unit has just released an 80 minute 
film: Investigating War Crimes in Gaza, documenting Israel’s 
genocidal war on Gaza which is the most disturbing film I have 
ever seen. The aspect that takes it completely over the top is 

that a large percentage of the film is made up of video footage shot by Israeli military soldiers 
and posted on their social media. Al- Jazeera has a data base of over 2,500 individuals cele-
brating the cruel carnage, torture, mindless destruction and sadistic terror currently being 
inflicted upon the Palestinians of Gaza. Footage of aid trucks being attacked, of starving chil-
dren, of living people buried in rubble, of men being raped in Israeli prisons, men raped by 
dogs – these utterly devastating acts of inhumanity are being posted on dating sites in Israel, 
and then reposted, set to music, obscenely cheered on by people who have lost all connection 
to their humanity.
It is impossible to watch this film - and every adult among us ought to watch it, as hard as it is 
– without feeling deep despair about the role of the West in arming and supporting this mad-
ness. According to the international law/international humanitarian law experts who speak 
in the film, 69% of the weapons Israel uses are from the US, 30% from Germany. The UK is 
deeply involved in surveillance missions flying from their base in Cypress over Gaza, provid-
ing AI- generated “target location” data, and Canada does its part as well, fulfilling existing 
contracts with the Israeli army and selling US weapons components to the US. We are utterly 
complicit by our failure to condemn, our failure to augment the world’s protest and take the 
drastic action needed to end this sociocide of a whole people, this utter annihilation of Gaza. 
And if you think I’m being overly dramatic, consider the fact that the number of aid trucks 
allowed into Gaza has dropped steadily since April of this year, from a daily average of 165 
trucks to just 13/day. The average number of trucks allowed in before 10/7/23 was 500/day. 
Starvation of Gazans is intentional Israeli policy. (Helena Cobban, Just World Ed, citing UN-
OCHA statistics, October 12, 2024.)

Those who feel they cannot watch this devastating film ought to see instead the ½ hour in-
terview of Richard Sanders, the filmmaker, with Middle East Eye’s Peter Osborne (Youtube, 
October 3, 2024), and you will learn of the value of these soldiers’ posts as evidence for the 
International Criminal Court, given that they are being uploaded with soldiers’ real names 
and ranks. It’s not just rank & file soldiers; it’s also high-level military officers including a Bat-
talion Commander and senior Israeli government officials. They may feel they can act with 
impunity right now, but most certainly, accountability will come.
When this ends, and at some point it will, what will you be able to say you did to stop this? 
Diana Buttu, Palestinian-Canadian human rights lawyer, and former spokesperson for the 
Palestinian Liberation Organization, who lives in Ramallah, says in the film that no one can 
say they didn’t know what is going on, no one. We can look the other way, we can do the 
“both sides are to blame” bit, we can stay silent for fear of the ever-useful accusations of an-
tisemitism, we can tell ourselves we’re “not political” and offer up any 
number of excuses for our passivity and failure of courage. But the 

Whose Lens Are We 
Looking Through?

By Sally Campbell

Continued on  P.8...
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truth is that we have been deluded by propaganda and numbed to the 
suffering of other human beings if we fail to step up. Now is the time to step up, after a year 
of this insanity. History will remember this as a very, very dark time. What do we want the 
young ones following us to know about our part, our morality, our humanity? Will we be like 
those Germans who, after the war were conveniently opposed to the Nazis, but did nothing to 
stop them during the Holocaust? Where is our integrity if we don’t demand a ceasefire, a total 
arms embargo, and an end to this genocide?
Israel is too far gone to help itself; it must have the severe censure of the international com-
munity, boycott, severance of aid, of funding, the complete halt of weaponry. It must be 
shamed and disempowered by a world community that says “ENOUGH NOW’.
Another eye-opening fact from Al-Jazeera is that a significant percentage of these sickening 

...continued from P.7

videos was shot by Israeli army 
members with dual citizenship, that 
is, people like the “lone soldiers”, 
soldiers who don’t have family in 
Israel. Soldiers whom we subsi-
dize by giving huge charitable tax 
receipts to their sponsors (such as 
Canada’s Heseg Foundation for Lone 
Soldiers) and reward with university 
educations when they return home 
with blood, torture and the smell of 
death on their hands.

And lest we think that all Israelis 
are so hardened they are unaffected 
by this carnage and the celebra-
tion of it, apparently 30% of Israeli 
military injuries this past year are 
mental health ones. Clearly some 
are made sick by what they see and 
do. Those who aren’t are soul sick 
and my heart aches for them too. 
We must help everyone caught in 
this nightmare, this living hell, and 
each one of us has responsibility to 
take action. What will you be able 
to say that you did?
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If there’s one thing this past year has made clear, it’s that 
opposing the foreign abuses of the western empire is the 
most important task you can undertake if you care about 
truth, justice, and human rights. There are other im-
portant fronts upon which this struggle takes place, but 
opposing western warmongering, militarism and em-

pire-building is the most important.
It’s the most important because it’s the most consequential. Western warmongering is respon-
sible for the most death, destruction, displacement and human suffering out of any of the 
abusive policies our governments inflict upon people. 
As abusive as domestic issues can be, nobody 
here at home has to worry about western 
bombs being dropped on their houses. 
Foreign abuses get less attention than do-
mestic issues because they are inflicted upon 
strangers in other countries instead of upon 
our friends and neighbors, and because the 
imperial media work tirelessly to convince us 
that those foreign abuses are good and neces-
sary. But they are the worst.
Foreign abuses also get less attention than domestic issues because opposing foreign abuses 
puts you at odds with all mainstream western political parties and everyone who supports 
them. Your progressive friends who might be on your side with regard to racist policing pol-
icies or LGBT rights will be uncomfortably at odds with you when you start calling Kamala 
Harris a genocidal monster. This makes standing against the imperial war machine less fun 
than other more widely supported expressions of activism.
It’s also less egoically gratifying. In a western “left” that generates so much of its energy from 
identity politics, where everyone wants to see themselves as part of some marginalized mi-
nority who can finger-wag about the privilege of non-marginalized groups, it’s a bit deflating 
to realize that as a westerner you’re a part of the problem, and that you receive a fair amount 
of privilege yourself just from living where you live. 
Depending on what your politics are like, it can be a kick in the ego to get real about the fact 
that however underprivileged you might see yourself, you still directly materially benefit from 
the imperialist extraction of the global south that all this warmongering is meant to protect. It 
can be a hard pill to swallow that even if you’re an autistic biracial trans pansexual, you’re still 
sitting a lot more comfortably than any straight cis man in Gaza, and your concerns for your 
safety and security are much less urgent than his.
But the biggest reason why foreign abuses get less attention than domestic ones is because of 
the propaganda. War is the glue that holds the empire together, so our rulers do everything 
they can to keep us arguing about domestic policy and ignoring for-
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Opposing The Western 
War Machine Is the Most 

Important Thing You Can Do
By Caitlin Johnstone

Oct.14th, 2024

continued on  P10....
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eign policy. The imperial spinmeisters wildly exaggerate the differences 
between the two mainstream political factions while downplaying the em-

pire’s foreign abuses as normal and nothing to worry about, because the last thing they want is 
the rise of a robust antiwar movement in powerful western countries.
If you take your stand against the imperial war machine, you are standing against the very 
most abusive and tyrannical injustices in our world — but you are also standing against what 
everyone around you has been trained to believe is the truth. If you oppose the imperial war 
machine consistently and forcefully, you are setting yourself up to look like a kook, a traitor, 
or a weird contrarian in the eyes of other westerners. Not because anything you are saying 
is wrong, but because they have been indoctrinated to believe the opposite of what you are 
saying about the nations and groups that are being targeted for destruction by the western 
empire.
The other day some liberal American author retweeted an anti-war thing I wrote with the 
comment, “This is one of the most fascinating accounts on Twitter. She’s like an AI pro-
grammed to say the opposite of what everyone agrees makes sense. Everyone crazy on the left 
AND right follows her. 400k people! The replies people are like her — well-considered, reason-
ably informed, and totally off the rails.”
This stood out for me, because it’s like a condensed version of all the crit-

Otto of the beach                                        
                                                           By Alan Black

1840 Northwest Road 
250-650-8037

Ima's 
Kitchen

Organic Bakery open 
every Thurs +Friday 

Vegan ice cream shop 
open everyday 9-dark

Find us at the market on 
Saturdays (all year)

...continued from P.9

continued on  P11....
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Elections

We will have two elections over the next twelve months and the Carbon Tax is front 
and centre; it consists of two procedural levels: 

(1) a tax per unit (litre, cubic metre, tonne) on 22 categories of fossil fuel including various fuel oils, gasoline 
(17.61 cents per litre), natural gas, and coal.  This is the one that politicians keep hammering away at as it is by 
far the most visible to voters.  It is a regressive tax paid at the same rate by everyone irrespective of income but  
90% of the revenue from this tax is returned directly to individual Canadians as a rebate fixed by the province 
you live in.  It is estimated that 80% of citizens receive more in the rebate than they pay in tax.  This is the inad-
vertent redistributive effect.

(2) a tax directly on producers as the Output-based Pricing System (OBPS) which sets limits for carbon produc-
tion for some industries but not all.  Any industry producing less receives credits; any industry producing more 
must buy credits and/or pay a tax.  It is a provincial responsibility to set the limits and thus they differ across 
Canada; some provinces set them by sector and some, like Alberta, set them by individual factory.  All the reve-
nue from this tax is returned to the province for investment in climate change remedies.

In 2008 BC was the first province to install a Carbon Tax under the Liberal government of Gordon Campbell—of  
which John Rustad was a Parliamentary Secretary and later, under Christy Clark, a Minister.  Initially it was ‘rev-
enue neutral’ as the legislation implementing it required that any increase in the tax be offset with a reduction in 
taxation elsewhere.  In 2017 the NDP did away with this requirement.  In an earlier piece in the Grapevine I said 
the Carbon Tax was a redistributive one but in fact, although there is inadvertent re-

Letters to the 
Editor

continued on  P12....

icisms I’ve received from denizens of the western empire over the years. 
Look at this weirdo! She’s saying the exact opposite of everything we all agree is the truth! 
At no time has it ever occurred to this person to seriously examine why it is that everyone 
he knows agrees with the narratives which support the geostrategic objectives of the US gov-
ernment and its allies, thereby making anyone who contradicts these narratives look like a 
deranged nut. He just takes it as a given that all the information he ingests about international 
affairs aligns perfectly with the foreign policy objectives of his government because his gov-
ernment is simply on the side of truth and virtue. The well-documented fact that the mass 
media administer propaganda to advance the information interests of the US empire never 
crosses his mind as a real possibility.
That’s the current you are swimming against when you take your stand against western war-
mongering. The current of the most sophisticated propaganda machine that has ever existed.
It can be challenging to consistently speak the truth in this way to a civilization that is deeply 
indoctrinated to believe in lies. But it is also the very most important work you can do, be-
cause it helps spread awareness of the single most urgent and egregious injustice in our world 
today.
And that’s how you change the world: spreading awareness. Problems don’t get fixed until 
enough people see them and understand them. Once enough people do, using the power of 
our numbers to force real change becomes a real possibility. And there is nothing more ur-
gently in need of real change than the end of western warmongering.

...continued from P.10
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distribution, it is really an ‘incentive’ tax in the hope that as the price of fuels rise people 
will switch to renewables for transportation, heating, etc.  In 2018 the Federal Parliament 

passed the Greenhouse Gas Pollution Pricing Act which created a mandatory ‘backstop’ program setting base 
levels for both parts of the Carbon Tax and a schedule for its annual rise over time.  If provinces did not intro-
duce programs adhering to both the procedural levels set out in the Act, the Federal government would do so at 
one or both levels  Revenue would still return to the province.

So what will happen if both Carbon Tax procedures are eliminated?  Most citizens will lose income, not gain.  
Most polluting corporations (mining, oil and gas, forestry, etc.) will rejoice—for Conservatives the real payoff 
with the demise of the tax on their favoured constituency, business.  It will be a big win for polluting companies 
and a huge loss for the government.  At present all the OBPS taxation revenue is returned to the provinces to be 
used on carbon limiting procedures.  When the OBPS is gone the companies’ profits will go up and the provin-
cial government revenues for climate change policies will go down.

Pierre Poilievre is setting the pace by reducing the whole question to one of his simple-minded triplets, ‘axe the 
tax’.  He claims he would ‘return’ money to Canadian pockets but in reality he would actually be removing it 
from the majority of citizens’ pockets—even in the unlikely event that retailers actually did drop prices by the 
full tax amount.  Axing the Federal legislation will leave provinces free to do as they wish to levy a carbon tax 
or not.  Eby will get rid of the tax per unit on fuels if the Feds do but he will keep the OBPS even as the NDP 
has granted many exceptions to it.  John Rustad, like Pierre, will get rid of both levels of taxation for his busi-
ness friends.  Both Conservative leaders firmly believe that climate change is not an ‘existential problem’ and the 
economy should always take precedence—the economy being seen primarily as aid to business.  But there is a 
good chance that you will not see any diminution of prices when industries are relieved of the OBPS as they will 
probably take advantage of a small windfall profit.  

So does the Carbon Tax work?  According to Statistica, Canada’s carbon tax revenues of 5.7 billion US dollars 
in 2023 were second only to France and jointly their revenues outstripped all other jurisdictions together.  BC’s 
estimated Carbon Tax revenues for 2024-25 will be $2.6 billion of which $1 billion will be returned directly to 
citizens.  Canada’s total tax revenue from ALL sources as a percentage of GDP was 18th of 38 OECD nations—
hardly overtaxed as 20 major Western nations are taxed at a greater percentage of GDP.  According to the World 
Bank there are 68 direct carbon pricing instruments operating as of June 2022 in 46 national jurisdictions 
around the world. These comprise 36 carbon tax regimes and 32 emissions trading systems (ETS).   All analyses 
I can find agree that while not the only way to attack climate change, carbon taxes are effective.  Recently the 
Net-Zero Advisory Body1 published a report backing up these analyses; the report states that the Carbon Tax is 
part of the Canadian government’s six climate change policies already in place and that all are needed to have any 
hope of making a dent in emissions.

As a CCPA Policynote states: For all of the talk of climate action and leadership—now going back 17 years—very 
little has actually occurred in BC to move the needle on phasing out fossil fuel consumption or production. With 
both major political parties seeking to end BC’s carbon tax, neither has stated alternative policies that will get the 
province on track to meet its GHG reduction targets.  The Green Party is the only party taking climate change se-
riously as an ‘existential’ threat.  Unfortunately we are all culpable in making sure they will never form a govern-
ment to implement climate policies that are existentially necessary for our children’s environmental well-being.

Oakley Rankin

1. https://www.nzab2050.ca/publications/climates-bottom-line-carbon-budgeting-and-canadas-2035-target

...continued from P.11
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I heard that a herd 
of elephants has 
gone on strike. Ap-
parently they are 
tired of working 
for peanuts.

•DOWN •

1. Draw on glass
2. Be a blacksmith
3. Aching
4. Bugaboo
5. Aggravate
6. Big whoop
7. Bottled beverage
8. Auxiliary
9. Make one's way
11. Loosen, as boots
12. Kepi part
13. Puffy dessert
14. Cut with an ax
21. Bake sale grp., 

maybe
23. Him's opposite
24. During a 

broadcast
25. Assign fault
26. Enjoy the 

weekend
27. Bobber's prize
28. Beneath
29. "-- a Man", 1967 

hit
30. A bout phase
31. Pitch suddenly
32. Gossipy one
34. ABC spy series
37. Legally binds
40. Be
42. Harbor vessel
43. Foolishness
45. Greek letter
46. Business 

magnate
48. I want in

• ACROSS •

1. 19th of 26
4. Bandeau, for 
short
7. Corvine sound
10. Biblical you
12. Invalidates
14. Cup on a green
15. Bourbon base
16. Cold home
17. Exuberance
18. Bounder
19. Behold
20. To the top
22. Hey Swabbie!
24. Frequently in a 
poem
25. Stimulating 
drink
28. With bias
33. Shunned one
34. Type of 
thermometer
35. Pout, in Paris
36. Bavarian peak
37. Any Elvis 
recording
38. Cineraria
39. Actress Powers
41. Funeral stand
42. Coloration
44. Symbol of 
perfection
46. Gautama
47. Belonging to 
him
48. Biblical trio
49. Pleasingly 

plump
53. A pop
54. Siberian city
58. Bouquet
59. Keats's muse
61. Masked fur 
bearer, for short
62. Not even one
63. Beauty parlor
64. Top on a string
65. Anteceding
66. Mail HQ
67. Arrest

49. Distinct section
50. Hebrew month
51. Away from aft
52. Give it a go
53. Sensory organ
55. Apollo target
56. Certain bean
57. Radio control
60. Cloth for 

cleaning

• LAST WEEK’S ANSWERS •• LAST WEEK’S ANSWERS •

• TEST YOUR MATH SKILLS •• TEST YOUR MATH SKILLS •

•Last Week’s Answers ••Last Week’s Answers •

• GRAPEVINE CROSSWORD •• GRAPEVINE CROSSWORD •

GRUMPISM

“
“



ISLANDS GRAPEVINE EDITORIAL POLICIES
Opinions expressed in the Grapevine do not necessarily reflect that of the Publisher.

Inciting violence, hate speech and pejorative language will not be tolerated.

Whether covering events that entertain us, presenting issues that concern and
affect us or highlighting the many interesting and gifted people we call neighbour, 
the Grapevine celebrates the diversity and inclusivity of our shared island life. The 
following is our policy on content:

• Profiles of individuals, history, reviews and op ed are published free of charge.
• Literary content including poetry, stories, belle lettres are published free of charge.
• Promotional content for products, services, programs, and events will be published at going advertising rates. 
• Public service announcements, notices of meetings, and news releases will be published for a fee. Exceptions
	 will be made for emergencies where the public is immediately endangered.
• With regret, no exceptions can be made for non-profit status.
• Letters to the Editor are published free of charge.

The Grapevine is happy to provide an open, public forum for all islanders to speak and be heard. We are stead- fast in 
our commitment to uphold freedom of expression.

As the record of our times, every issue of the Grapevine is a compilation of that week’s submissions. We do not edito-
rialize content, nor do we censor. We ask that writers moderate their own content. The Grapevine reserves the right 
to edit for brevity.

We are open to contributions from all Denman & Hornby Islanders. If you’ve something to say, send it our way! No 
copy and paste submissions. In your own words, please!

• LESSONS •

Drum Kit Lessons 
Beau Stocker -  beaustocker.com
Denman/Union Bay/Buckley Bay/Fanny Bay
In person - in your house/studio or my Union Bay 
Studio
60/45/30 minute lessons
lord.dusty92@gmail.com

• COMMUNITY NOTICES •

"Next Denman Island Residents Association 
meeting will be Monday Oct 21st, at 7:30 PM in 
the back hall. Updated news regarding the Dock, 
the Old School and DIRA.
Everyone is welcome." 

COMOX VALLEY TRANSITION 
SOCIETY EMERGENCY CRISIS LINE:
 250-338-1227 or Text: 250-218-4034 For more 
info visit 
https://cvts.ca 

• LOST & FOUND •

Found: Toyota hubcap at corner of Denman 
and Farley, across from the vet’s office. It’s 
now propped up against the stop sign awaiting 
retrieval.
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• CLASSIFIED ADS •• CLASSIFIED ADS •• SERVICES •

Exterior cleaning service. Offering 
cleaning solutions for your windows, 
gutters,
roofs, decks, driveways, chimneys, siding, 
awnings, etc. Reasonable rates with
professional results. Call or text Bjorn for 
free estimate. 
250 465 8645 

GUTTERS seamless, supply and install
also repairs, for free estimate contact
Kevin at 250 335 1986 or cell at 
250 667 3233. Serving All Areas. 

MR. FIX-IT PLUMBING & All household 
major and small appliances. All large and 
small machinery. Yard machinery, chain-
saws, outboards, automotive, sharpening, 
welding and fabricating. Call Rick Graham 
335-0954.(HI) 

• FOR SALE •

Mather Farm -    Beef by the side or quar-
ter - $5.75/lb hanging weight - available in 
December. Good hay - $8/bale
250-335-0243 

Denman Island local cedar kindling sales. 
Wildcrafted. Artisanal! Damn Cheap! Your 
fire will thank you! By burning!!
DISCLAIMER: “Denman Island natural 

cedar kindling” is not intended to diagnose 
or treat any medical condition. For external 
use only. 250-897-8184 

ALPACA SOCKS, MITTENS, HATS, TOQUES, 
SCARVES.
ALPACA YARN - handspun skeins and balls.
Warm & Cozy.  Rose 335-1117 

+APPLIANCES FOR SALE. Ranges, washers, 
dryers, fridges, dishwashers, gas/electric 
range. All fully restored and come with a 
full six month warranty. Call Rick Graham 
335-0954. 

WAGNER FIREWOOD. 2 cords to Denman, 
$680 plus GST.  Hornby, $720 plus GST.  Text 
or call Scott at 250-334-7323 

• FOR RENT •

27 ton log splitter for rent . $60/day 
$200/week, delivered.  2507025933

• WANTED •

Wanted: Dry storage for 22’ Bayliner on 
trailer 250-335-1686 or cell: 250-650-0355
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THURSDAY 17

FRIDAY 18

SATURDAY 19

MONDAY 21

TUESDAY 22

WEDNESDAY 23

THURSDAY 24

SUNDAY 20

• RECYCLING CENTRE 2-6pm
• BOTTLE DEPOT 2-6pm
• CAP SITE Hub Comm. Hall 4-7pm
• FOOD BANK Hub Comm. Hall 4-7pm
• FREE STORE 4:30pm-6pm
• Contemporary Dance Class 5:30-6:30pm  DAC     

• RECYCLING CENTRE 9-5pm 
• BOTTLE DEPOT 9-5pm
• FREE STORE 9-Noon
• FARMERS MARKET Old School 9:30-12:30                
• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
• FIRST EDITION deadline  11:59:59pm         

• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
• AA Meeting DIUC Gathering Place 7pm
• FLAGSTONE deadline

FRIDAY 25

SATURDAY 26

MONDAY 28

TUESDAY 29

WEDNESDAY 30

THURSDAY 31

SUNDAY 27

• RECYCLING CENTRE 9-5pm
• BOTTLE DEPOT 9-5pm
• FARMERS MARKET Old School 9:30-12:30                 
• FREE STORE 9-Noon 
• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm

• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
• AA Meeting DIUC Gathering Place 7pm
• Choices in Aging & Dying 1:30-3:30pm      
                                                                    New Horizons

• RECYCLING CENTRE 2-6pm
• BOTTLE DEPOT 2-6pm
• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
• Gyrokinesis    9:30-10:30am D.I. Arts Centre
• Choices in Aging & Dying 1-3pm DAC    

• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
• AA Meeting DIUC Gathering Place   7pm
• Employment Services 9am-3pm DAC
• DIRA Meeting 7:30pm Back Hall          

• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
• Comm. Land Trust Presentation 7pm DAC       

• RECYCLING CENTRE 2-6pm
• BOTTLE DEPOT 2-6pm
• CAP SITE Hub Comm. Hall 4-7pm
• FOOD BANK Hub Comm. Hall 4-7pm
• FREE STORE 4:30pm-6pm
• Contemporary Dance Class5:30-6:30pmDAC

• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
• AA Meeting DIUC Gathering Place 7pm
• DIRA Meeting 7:30pm Back Hall          
• Employment Services 9am-3pm DAC       	

• Peter T. Mason • Land Surveying 757•8788 (All)
• Able & Ready Septic Pumping Service • 250•338•8822 (D/H)
• Tree Service • Darian Chase • Arborist 218•0404 (All) 
• Tree Service & Towing • Antoine • Certified • Insured • Local 250•207•3884
• Bottled Water Delivery • DenmanWater.ca • 250•228•7161 (D/H)

•  ( H )  H o r n b y  •  ( D )  D e n m a n  •  ( U B )  U n i o n  B a y  ••  ( H )  H o r n b y  •  ( D )  D e n m a n  •  ( U B )  U n i o n  B a y  •
•  ( F B )  F a n n y  B a y  •  ( C )  C o u r t e n a y/ C o m ox  ••  ( F B )  F a n n y  B a y  •  ( C )  C o u r t e n a y/ C o m ox  •

• Acupuncture • Margot Davey, R.Ac. • 778•992•0165 (D)
• Physiotherapist • Acupuncturist • TCM Herbs • Carmen RPT, RTCMP 	
		                  www.spectrahealth.ca   335•2260  (D/H)	  
• Physiotherapy • Christopher Mainella 250-335-2260              
• Massage Clinic • 2796 Northwest Rd. • Leyah Kelly 335•2584 (D)
• Acupuncture • Jenny McCartney, R.Ac • 250•508•8160
			              • www.heartwoodacupuncture.ca (D/H)

• Denman Activity Centre (Seniors) Rentals  335•3027 (D/H)
• ACCOMMODATIONS & RENTALS •

• REAL ESTATE • INSURANCE • FINANCIAL SERVICES •
• Jordan McDonald • Oakwyn Realty • 604•616•1137 (D/H)
• Tuele Group, Royal LePage in the Comox Valley, 
                                                                                                Jenessa & Donna 250 335 1720

• BUILDING • CONSTRUCTION •
• Shel Brodsgaard • Excavation & Services • 250•703•3898 (D/H)
• Excavator/Backhoe/Tandem Gravel Truck & Transfer Trailer
         Kenny Mather •  250•703•6512 (All) • John Isbister • 250•335•2565 (D)
• Tandem Gravel Truck & Transfer Trailer • Lora Mercieca 
					       • 250•650•9986 (D/H)
• Ray Ulovec • Backhoe/Excavator, Septic Installation • 335•3145 (D/H)
• Wicked Shovel Excavating & Landscaping • Doug Schmidt • 		
					        250•222•8076 (All)
• Landscape Construction & Gardening Services • Beech and Cedar Home 	
			   Maintenance • (Kane) 250•327•1073 (D/H)

• HEALTH & WELLNESS •

• BUSINESS DIRECTORY •• BUSINESS DIRECTORY •

• SERVICES •

FORTNIGHT EVENTSFORTNIGHT EVENTS

• RECYCLING CENTRE 2-6pm
• BOTTLE DEPOT 2-6pm
• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
• Gyrokinesis    9:30-10:30am D.I. Arts Centre

• RECYCLING CENTRE 2-6pm
• BOTTLE DEPOT 2-6pm
• CAP SITE Hub Comm. Hall 4-7pm
• FOOD BANK Hub Comm. Hall 4-7pm
• FREE STORE 4:30-6pm
• Contemporary Dance Class 5:30-6:30pm DAC

• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm



One fine April morning as they sat at the breakfast table Farmer Brown said to his wife, 
“You know, young Tom has been asking that we get him a dog. I’m just not sure he’s re-
sponsible enough. What shall we do?”

“I’ve got just the idea,” Mrs. Brown replied. “Why not get the boy his very own rooster! 
This will teach him a lot about being grown up enough to own a pet”.

“What an excellent idea!”, beamed Farmer Brown. “I’ll take the boy into town tomorrow 
and he can pick out a rooster for his very own!”.

The following day found the two at Roosterama, looking over hundreds of the finest birds 
in all the land.

“There’s so many, Father, how shall I ever choose?”, queried Tom.

Farmer Brown smiled and said, “Choose with your heart son, and you are never wrong”.

Tom thought for a moment and announced, “Then.....I choose this one!” and held up the 
smallest, skinniest rooster of them all.

“Are you sure Tom? Do you really want that little runt?”, his Father asked, looking over his 
spectacles and scratching his head.

“Yes, I’m sure”, nodded Tom. “He’s special. I’m calling him Petey!”

So into the old truck they climbed, Farmer Brown, Tom, and Petey the little bantam roost-
er.

By Conrad Campbell



Soon the two became inseparable. Tom would get up early every day and play with his 
little cock until it was worn out. After school he would race home as fast as he could, reach 
down and grab his cock, and stroke its head and tease it ‘til it was too tired to stand up 
anymore.

“That boy sure loves playing with that cock of his”, Mrs. Brown said one day.

“Oh, Sarah, let him enjoy himself. After all, he is a young boy, you know!”, winked Farmer 
Brown.

One day Tom decided to take Petey to school for show and tell. He walked proudly into 
the classroom and exclaimed, “Look Mrs. Johnson! Look what I have!”. And with that he 
unzipped his pouch to expose his tiny cock.

But Tom’s classmates did not share his enthusiasm.

“You call that a cock?!”, laughed Willie. “What good is a tiny pecker like that!?”.

Then all the boys laughed and the girls whispered and giggled amongst themselves.

“C’mon Petey”, cried Tom. Let’s get out of here!”, and out of the classroom and back home 
they ran.

When Tom finally got home he went up to his room and cried and cried.

Soon Mrs. Brown came in and sat on the edge of the bed. “Tom, the school phoned and 
told me what happened. I know you meant well, but I think you must understand that you 
shouldn’t have pulled out your cock in front of the class like that”.

“I’m sorry, Mum. I’m just so proud of him, I wanted everyone to see!”

“Don’t you worry Tom”, soothed Mrs. Brown. “I have a good feeling about this cock of 
yours. It will all work out. Trust me. Mums just know these things”.

Summer holidays arrived and the bond between Tom and his cock grew stronger. As the 
days passed, Petey began to eat and eat and grow and grow. He got bigger with each pass-
ing day, and by August had sprung to a full twelve inches!



One day, as Tom and Petey walked to the market, a crowd began to gather. A stranger 
piped up, “My goodness, look at the size of that guy’s cock!!”.

“Yes, its huge!”, said another.

“May we touch it?”, asked a group of giggling girls.

“Ummm....you better not”, replied a nervous Tom. “You see, its never been touched by a 
girl before and I’m scared it might go off!”.

Just then the Mayor appeared.

“Tom”, he said, “that’s just about the biggest cock I’ve ever seen, and trust me, I’ve seen 
many! How would you like to represent our town at the big fair? You’re sure to win with 
one that big!”.

“Gee, we’d be honored, wouldn’t we Petey!”, he beamed .

Tom turned to head back home and as he walked away he felt a hand on his shoulder. It 
was Willie from school, and he was with Suzie Lanford and her cute little cat.

“I owe you an apology, Tom”, he sheepishly said. “I’m sorry I poked fun at your cock. Will 
you forgive me?”.

“Aw shucks, Willie”, smiled Tom. “Sure. I forgive you!”.

Suddenly Suzie’s cat meowed and struggled to jump from her arms. “Gosh, my pussy sure 
wants to get at that big cock of yours, Tom”, she nervously admitted, her cheeks red with 
embarrassment.

“Not today, Suzie”, Tom quipped. “I have to get home and practice for the fair!”, and off 
they went.

Soon word of young Tom’s huge cock spread throughout the land, and there was much 
anticipation as the day of the fair was finally upon them.



As Tom waited nervously at the side of the ring, he couldn’t help looking at all the other 
boys’ cocks. But his was clearly the biggest and strongest of them all.

But suddenly, to his horror, a boy from the city showed up. The new lad looked at Tom 
and gave a smug smile as he pulled out his massive cock. It was HUGE!!...a full four inches 
taller than Petey and its red head glistened in the light as the boy stroked its powerful 
neck.

“Get ready to lose, sucker!”, said the smart mouthed boy to Tom.

“Gee, Petey, I guess we’re sunk”, sighed Tom. “Let’s just get this over with and go home”.

Each boy took their turn before the judges, proudly showing off their well groomed cocks. 
Tom and Petey gave the best show of all, Petey remaining well behaved and rigid with 
discipline the whole time.

Now it was the city boy’s turn. He entered the ring and it soon became clear to everyone 
he had no control over his robust rooster. 

“That fellow certainly has the bigger cock, but it’s clear to me he has no idea what to do 
with it!”, said the lady judge.

Upon closer inspection, it became apparent to everyone that this boy had been abusing 
his poor cock, its neck swollen from rough handling and the skin worn off the head from 
repeated pulling and stretching.

Just then Mayor stepped into the ring and pinned the winning red ribbon on Tom’s shirt. 
“Congratulations, Tom! Your fine cock has made our town proud!”.

And an elated Tom picked up Petey and gave him a big hug. 

“C’mon Petey”, he said with a grin, “let’s go find Suzie Lanford!”.

And the townsfolk cheered and cheered and everyone agreed that they had all learned a 
valuable lesson that day.

THE END
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