
D.I. General Store

Open 12pm to 8pm Wednesday, Thursday & Sunday
Open 12pm-9pm Friday & Saturday

(Pizza after 3pm Friday-Sunday)
Beef & veggie burgers (gluten-free buns available), fries & poutine 

(gluten-free vegan gravy available), Korean-style fried chicken, 
pizza, panozzos, and rice bowls. Try our signature Caesar!

Licensed · Dine-in & Takeout
3646 Denman Rd (the old bakery) · TakeoutNearYou.com 

(250)335-1099
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Reservations appreciated
 250-335-9132

We are open for lunch 
11-2

Monday - Friday

All Corlan lunches 
     under $20.00!

www.friesenfamilyconstruction.com

Friesen Family Construction
‘Building for the future’

250-898-4392 
Alan Friesen Design

Custom Homes
Project Management

jordan@denmanislandhomes.com 

contact me for your
complimentary market
valuation

Local REALTOR® Jordan McDonald
Take the path that guides you home.

The DIGS 
Post Office 
Needs You!
Call 250 335-2293 for info

(see ad in Classified)
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Denman ART Studio Tour 

August 17 & 18, 2024 from 
10am to 4pm

The Denman ART Studio Tour is this weekend! The incredible talent on 
display in this year’s island-wide ART Studio Tour will include 12 stops 
and can be done in one day. This is a great opportunity for curious art-lov-
ers to get up-close with local artists, as they reveal their new work, share 
their stories, inspirations, and processes. Between woodworking art, fabric 
and hand printed lino cuts, pottery, paintings, stained glass and mosaics, 
photography and more…there are treasures for everyone! 
This is a free and self-guided tour. Maps can be picked up in advance at 
the shops and stores in Denman downtown and also during the ART 
Studio Tour at the Buckley Bay ferry booth. You can also plan your studio 
tour route by downloading the map at https://denmanstudiotour.blogspot.
com/. Information is also available on our instagram page denman.art.
studio.tour and on our facebook page Denman Island Studio Tour.
We hope to see you all this weekend!
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August 17 & 18 
By Claire DeBleu



Aug.10, 2023, email to Publisher Mike Van Santvoord from Tony Gregson, 
DenmanWorks Chair.

“Denman Works recognizes that Denman Island Bus Service contractor (pub-
licist), while entitled to an opinion on Grapevine editorial policy, HAD NO 
RIGHT (emphasis added) to use her position to threaten a withdrawal of 

advertising. Despite this unfortunate incident, I would like to assure you that Denman Works will continue to look to the 
services of the Grapevine for advertising and dissemination of information about our programs.” 

Gregson has not employed the services of The Islands Grapevine (TIG) for any advertising and dissemination of informa-
tion about their tax funded programs since. Instead, Gregson then removed TIG publisher Mike Van Santvoord from the 
Denman Works (DW) Board without allowing him to speak to the Board prior to a vote, ignoring DW’s own bylaws. He 
also fired Van Santvoord from his job managing the visitdenmanisland.ca website without cause. The demand for TIG to 
change its editorial policy, OR ELSE the tax funded advertising money would go elsewhere, was an attempted extortion. 
And those funds did go elsewhere, including to Hornby Island publications. 

As of TIG’s Monday, Aug.12 deadline, repeated requests to have access to the DW meeting minutes have gone unanswered. 
As residents and DW members, we are all entitled to see the meeting minutes, by law. Up until 2018, the year Gregson 
became Chair, the meeting minutes were posted on the DW website. At the 2024 DW Annual General Meeting, Gregson 
did not have an explanation as to why the minutes were no longer available. The minutes reflect who attended the meeting, 
all votes taken, and all disbursements of public tax funds. Gregson is reluctant to share this information, or any informa-
tion with Denman residents, and provide the record of DW votes and where public tax funds have been disbursed, or even 
their meeting times and office hours.

At the same time, a small but vocal group attempted to organize a boycott of TIG for our reporting on the clear misuse 
of these public advertising funds. There has been no accountability for Gregson, while TIG publisher Van Santvoord has 
been smeared, and then unjustly punished. In addition, some of those who supported the misuse of public funds, declared 
their intention to drive TIG out of business, and they now publish a twice monthly newsletter with paid advertising, while 
asking the Denman community to donate $15,000 to sustain it. Gregson is currently a regular contributor to The Barnacle 
newsletter. 

Our most recent attempt to settle these matters privately, was when we promptly accepted an offer from the CVRD to sup-
port a facilitated resolution of this conflict. Comox Valley facilitator Karen McKinnon reached out to us and recommend-
ed a quick resolution between the parties involved. A month later, we were contacted by McKinnon, telling us that this was 
not a situation she believed was conducive to a mediated solution. It turns out that Karen McKinnon is the sister of a local 
acolyte who has been adversarial toward TIG, publicly endorsing the attempted extortion.

TIG has received broad support from our readers, contributors, and our advertisers, including unsolicited donations, and 
hundreds of signatures on a petition rejecting the misuse of public funds to target TIG, and we are very grateful for these 
efforts. Some residents telephone us or approach us in person to show their support, with most people expressing that they 
are afraid to speak up publicly for fear of being targeted, on social media and elsewhere. This is the chilling effect of can-
cel-culture. Smearing someone with false accusations can cause damage, especially to a person who is self-employed.

The weaponization of public funds to bully and extort a local small business person, who’s livelihood supports his rented 
home as a single father, should not receive support from anyone with an ethical compass. It is the opposite of embracing 
respect for community values. The administration of public funds is distinct and different from that of independent private 
sector funds. While TIG has now made the necessary adjustments to sustain itself financially, and on this unfortunate 
anniversary, we continue to demand accountability for those responsible for these injustices.

“The surest way to work up a crusade in favor of some good cause is to promise people they will have a chance of maltreating 
someone. To be able to destroy with good conscience, to be able to behave badly and call your bad behavior ‘righteous indigna-
tion’ — this is the height of psychological luxury, the most delicious of moral treats.” ~Aldous Huxley
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By Team TIG
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 EMERGENCY housing needed! 

Mother and three children in urgent need of 
housing by August 25th. 

Due to factors beyond their control, this beloved 
Denman family is facing the reality of becoming 
unhoused in less than two weeks. 
Excellent references, history of volunteer work 
and significant contributions to the community, 
this little family is a Denman-asset. 
If you have space available with 2-3 bedrooms 
please contact 250-465-0660 or 
email vernonwooddeanna@gmail.com

COME ON DENMAN!!

Today, everything is supposed to be done quickly. Hurry. Hurry. Come on. We 
praise the fastest runner at the Olympics, crave the fastest sports cars, and de-
mand the fastest Wi-Fi … the list goes on. We seem to be obsessed with speed. Is 
this need for speed built into our genes?

Take the upper highway on the big island. They bumped up the speed limit to110K and now everyone is driv-
ing 120K or more. We like to trespass into the prohibited territory, because we secretly crave speed, height and 
adventure. In a 2023 Canadian Automobile Association survey, Canadians admitted to speeding on the highway 
(45%), engaging with technology in their vehicle (32%), speeding in residential zones (22%), driving “well over” 
the speed limit (19%) and driving when too tired (18%). Which one are you? On Hornby, tourists in the summer 
drive 30-40K in the 60k zone, then 60K in the school zone. Analyze that.

Leon James, a psychology professor at the University of Ha-
waii, said on NPR that folks are inclined to speed because we 
don’t call it speeding. According to James, people simplify 
their own definition of speeding as going over posted limits by 
20 or 25. They don’t even consider their speeding or consider 
that something is unsafe. Most people take risks when they are 
driving and this is true of any activity. The risks we’re taking 
tend to be very consistent. And it depends slightly on the situ-
ation, but when we’re in a hurry and we decide that it’s safe to 
break the speed limit by 20 then we go ahead and do it. 

There is a phenomenon, similar to herds of sheep, of driving in packs in the passing lane. Many studies show 
that the person who goes much faster or much slower than the pack, creates a traffic safety hazard, but not the 
people who are breaking the speed limit in the pack. This is why certain people should not be part of the pack. 
Take that herd mentality and park it in the right lane, buddy. In other words, if you can’t keep up with the pack, 
stay out of the way.

Shucking Oysters:
Life is a Highway

By Alex Allen

continued on P.5...
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2024-08-15 (Thu)
Time PDT (m)	  (ft)
08:57	 1.2	 3.9
17:14	 4.3	 14.3
21:52	 3.8	 12.5
2024-08-16 (Fri)
Time PDT (m)	  (ft)
01:39	 4.1	 13.5
09:55	 0.9	 3
17:52	 4.5	 14.8
22:44	 3.7	 12.1 
2024-08-17 (Sat)
Time PDT (m)	  (ft)
02:57	 4.2	 13.8
10:47	 0.7	 2.2
18:26	 4.6	 15.1
23:26	 3.5	 11.6
2024-08-18 (Sun)
Time PDT (m)	  (ft)
04:03	 4.4	 14.3
11:33	 0.5	 1.6
18:57	 4.7           15.3 
2024-08-19 (Mon)
Time PDT (m)	  (ft)
00:08	 3.3	 10.9
05:01	 4.5	 14.7
12:16	 0.5	 1.5
19:25	 4.7	 15.5
2024-08-20 (Tue)
Time PDT (m)	  (ft)
00:51	 3	 9.9
05:57	 4.5	 14.8
12:56	 0.6	 2
19:52	 4.8	 15.7
2024-08-21 (Wed)
Time PDT (m)	  (ft)
01:36	 2.6	 8.7
06:55	 4.5	 14.7
13:36	 0.9	 3
20:18	 4.9	 15.9
2024-08-22 (Thu)
Time PDT (m)	  (ft)
02:22	 2.2	 7.3
07:56	 4.4	 14.3
14:15	 1.4	 4.5
20:45	 4.9	 16
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TIDE TABLETIDE TABLE
• Secondary Tidal Station Ford Cove •• Secondary Tidal Station Ford Cove •

• Source: tides.gc.ca •• Source: tides.gc.ca •

2024-08-22 (Thu)
Time PDT (m)	  (ft)
02:22	 2.2	 7.3
07:56	 4.4	 14.3
14:15	 1.4	 4.5
20:45	 4.9	 16
2024-08-23 (Fri)
Time PDT (m)	  (ft)
03:10	 1.8	 6
09:02	 4.2	 13.9
14:57	 1.9	 6.4
21:13	 4.9	 16 
2024-08-24 (Sat)
Time PDT (m)	  (ft)
03:59	 1.5	 4.8
10:15	 4.1	 13.6
15:43	 2.5	 8.3
21:43	 4.8	 15.7
2024-08-25 (Sun)
Time PDT (m)	  (ft)
04:49	 1.2	 3.9
11:39	 4.1	 13.5
16:37	 3.1	 10.1
22:16	 4.6	 15.2
2024-08-26 (Mon)
Time PDT (m)	  (ft)
05:43	 1.1	 3.5
13:13	 4.2	 13.8
17:48	 3.5	 11.5
22:52	 4.4	 14.5
2024-08-27 (Tue)
Time PDT (m)	  (ft)
06:42	 1	 3.3
14:43	 4.4	 14.3
19:25	 3.7	 12.3
23:38	 4.2	 13.7
2024-08-28 (Wed)
Time PDT (m)	  (ft)
07:45	 1	 3.4
15:56	 4.5	 14.8
21:09	 3.7	 12.2
2024-08-29 (Thu)
Time PDT (m)	  (ft)
00:45	 4	 13
08:50	 1.1	 3.5
16:54	 4.6	 15.1
22:32	 3.6	 11.8

It feels almost natural to drive over the 
speed limit. Everyone is doing it after all. We’re going with the 
flow, because if you don’t you’ll hear about it. Is the practice 
of speeding a learned behaviour that we’ve grown to accept as 
normal? Speed is certainly something we celebrate in our society 
and if you look at car commercials and gadgets, you can see the 
emphasis placed on going fast. 

We like to cut corners where ever we go, as my mother used to 
say, “we are all in a hurry to get nowhere.” We’ve become more 
impatient. The internet is not fast enough. Time is precious. Hur-
ry. When we cut corners we think we’re saving time. Even though 
the actual savings in time is insignificant, it’s the feeling of saving 
time that makes us feel good. It gives us a rush, when we’re in a 
rush. 

A study in the US proved that if you’re going 10 above the speed 
limit in a 45 mph zone, you’re travelling 30% faster but, you save 
yourself only six minutes. If the speed limit is 65 mph and you’re 
going 75 mph, a mere two minutes was saved – even though in 
both scenarios, you’re going 10 over the speed limit. Ponder that. 

Since I switched to automatic, I’ve noticed I’m bit more chill on 
the highway, and blissfully watch all those speeders whizzing by 
me with determined abandon. Some lane swerve and tailgate 
dangerously – only to find themselves next to you as you gingerly 
approach the stoplight. Wow. You’ve come a long way baby. 

The threshold for excessive speeding in BC is travelling more 
than 40 kph over the posted speed limit. In addition to a ticket, 
a minimum $368 fine, your vehicle will also be impounded for 
seven days or more. The badge of honour also comes with three 
years of driver risk premium payments and possibly a driving 
prohibition. These are pretty serious consequences compared to a 
regular speeding ticket for travelling anywhere between 1 and 40 
kph over the speed limit, which carries a maximum fine of $196, 
but no impound, and no driver risk premium.

Even in 1899 you could get into trouble on the road. A New York taxi driver named Jacob German was thrown in 
jail for going over the 8 mph speed limit on straight roads and 4 mph around corners in his electric car. Accord-
ing to the cop that threw him in jail, he was endangering the public by driving an astounding12 mph. 

When it comes to excessive speeding it’s often all about testosterone and sports cars. But when it comes to road 
rage, the American Automobile Association found that women admit to the same road behaviours – although 
not to the full extent. Regardless of gender, nearly 8 in 10 drivers resort to aggressive driving behaviours. So, 
instead of being in a rush, maybe we need to take the road less travelled – indirectly is a far more scenic route.

...continued from P.4
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fallen off the plants while they are green.  We brought these few tomatoes into 
the house to ripen.  Tomatoes keep very well indoors if you spread them out on 
newspaper in a single layer and put them stem side down.  This stops them dehy-
drating and shrivelling.   After a few days, they will ripen and can be used in salads 

or cooking and they can be dehydrated.  Don’t use them for canning though.  Use only vine-ripened tomatoes 
for canning.  

The bulk of the tomato harvest will be coming in a few 
weeks so now is the time I make sure I have all my canning 
supplies.  It is a mistake to wait until canning season is on 
to go shopping for jars and lids as there is not so much se-
lection and, sometimes, supplies run short.  I remember at 
our local hardware store, being shown the last three boxes 
of canning lids from the valley.  We were allowed to pur-
chase one box and we were grateful for it.

Since then, I have started to use Tattler reusable canning 
lids.  These are similar to the canning lids used by very old 
ladies when I was a kid.  They had glass lids and rubber 
rings that they could use, over and over again, until death 
separated their owners from the need to put up preserves.  

The current reusable lids are plastic and the rings are rub-
ber and they can be used in water bath canning, pressure 
canning and vacuum sealers.  The lids are said to last in-
definitely and the rubber rings are good for ten years or so.  
You can buy extra rubber rings for the lids.  I like them and 
they are vastly less expensive than the single use canning 
lids.  I bought mine over the internet.

On that subject, I was watching a video by a lady who was 
brought up in the Old Order Mennonites and when she was a girl, it was something of an occasion if her mother 
or grandmother opened a box of the metal self-sealing lids as they used those lids over and over again until they 
simply refused to seal.  I have tried reusing the single use lids and they worked fine for me.  That is just for gener-
al interest, it is not to be taken as advice.  

Now is also a good time to make sure of having enough pickling spice on hand as it looks to be a good year for 
cucumbers.  One of my nephews makes a great pickling spice mix and I must get his recipe to share with you.  I 
don’t have to can dill pickles this year as I did a huge batch last year.  We only planted a few cucumbers of vari-
ous types that were given to us by a very sweet friend.  

One of my favourite ways to serve cucumbers is my version of Sichuan cucumber salad as it is crisp and both 
hot and cold at the same time.  It consists of a large Suyo Long cucumber sliced or cucumbers of anther variety 
if that is all you have.   One teaspoon of salt, one teaspoon of vegetable oil, one tablespoon of minced garlic, two 
teaspoons of cider vinegar, one teaspoon of soy sauce, one teaspoon of sesame oil, one teaspoon of sugar and a 
half a teaspoon of dried chili flakes.  I just mix that all together and serve and it is wonderful now with the fresh, 
crisp garlic we just harvested.  

Green Wizardries:
The Harvest

By Maxine Rogers

Continued on  P.7...
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This is happening! 
If you are on Hornby August 23, come out and support 

our local arts council in supporting local musicians. 
Thanks to Larry Rossignol for the beautiful poster!

The celery is also starting to be of a 
size to pick and preserve for the winter.  I cut the celery into 
manageable lengths and blanch it for two minutes in boil-
ing water, chill it in ice water and dehydrate it.

Most years, we are self-sufficient in celery.  I have been 
growing celery seed for years now and my variety, whatev-
er it is, is very hardy and trouble free.  Celery seed was so 
expensive that I bought some celery seed as a spice to make 
pickles and tried to germinate some.  It all came up and I 
gave away heaps of seedlings to the Garden Club.  I am still 
propagating that same variety.  

If you want to try growing celery for seed, you will need to 
lift about ten celery plants and put them into a greenhouse 
and mulch them heavily with leaves and throw some remay 
or an old blanket over them when it gets frosty as celery 
cannot endure a frost.  If you can get them through the 
winter, they will go to seed and provide you with heaps of 
fresh, really vital seed the next summer.  It is best to keep at 
least six plants of any variety for seed to avoid inbreeding 
depression.  You may lose some plants over the winter so 
planting extra is a good idea. 

...continued from P.6
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Summer is passing by at light speed, so much happening so fast it’s making me 
dizzy. Changes, events, art, the beach, sunshine, a spot of rain here and there 
(not enough) and music. Yes, music! So much music. The Festival was wonder-
ful as always; I had a Farm Pass for the dancing acts; so much fun! Then I saw 
Chase Padgett’s stunning and virtuosic show at the Hall, called “6 Guitars,” which, 

wow. One man, one guitar, six characters and six styles of music seamlessly woven together, shifting sometimes 
mid-sentence and even mid-song. Unbelievably excellent, so if you get a chance, and you missed it here, defi-
nitely go. Chase has performed this show around the world more than 700 times now. I’m sure he’s doing it again 
someplace.
 
This is a summer of many changes on our little island. Everything is becoming new again. The Coop is going to 
be new, which will change so much around the Ringside. I have decided to reserve my opinion about that until I 
see how it unfolds. It might be okay, and who knows? It may even be a good thing, in the long run. We humans 
are constantly changing everything and also constantly resisting change in equal parts. Some things work out, 
and others suck, it’s the way of the world.
 
I want to tell you about an upcoming event that I am particularly excited about. Yes I am about to hype myself! 
I’m finally going to have a CD release concert for my album “Late Bloomer.” I’ve been asked a lot about when 
I was going to do one, and my answer was, “Um?” I had no idea how to go about that and I felt lost at sea as to 
what to do. Then I had a brainwave. We have an Arts Council on Hornby, and I am an artist member, so may-
be...? I emailed them asking what they could do to support me in putting on a CD release concert, and at first, 
the answer was, “We’re in transition, we have no employees right now, we can’t help you, sorry!” The next day, 
Larry Rossignol contacted me on their behalf. Before I knew it, he had spearheaded the project and went ahead 
to produce the show, designing the posters and advising me every step of the way. He has made it so easy and I’m 
very grateful to him and to the Hornby Island Arts Council.  
 
Sadly, Larry and Julia will be in Ontario eating peaches and will have to miss it (I might give up a lot for some 
peaches right now myself! Mm, peaches). I want to give him a shoutout for his amazing support and help. The 
Arts Council is supporting, sponsoring and presenting my show, which will be at New Horizons on Friday the 
23rd of August. Please come out and support HIAC in supporting local musicians!
 
Music is love! It makes me happy. Hard feelings transform into joy when they are rendered into music, and joyful 
feelings expand into bliss. I hope it makes you happy too. If you want to hear the album before the show, my 
Bandcamp page is phoenixbee.bandcamp.com. You can also look me up on Apple Music, Spotify, YouTube or 
Amazon under “Phoenix Bee Late Bloomer.”
 
Check out my Substack at phoenixbee.substack.com, where I write these days. 
Email me at phoenixonhornby@gmail.com with your thoughts!
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By Phoenix Bee

summer haiku

some are bees, some not
summer bees don’t live ‘til fall
there’s still time to fly

thomas p. hunterson
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occupation of Palestinian territories, the World Court (International Court 
of Justice) unequivocally set out the obligations of Israel, other states and 

the UN in its conclusions. The Court said that Israel has an obligation to end its occupation which it called: “an 
unlawful act of a continuing character, entailing Israel’s international responsibilities” brought about by Israeli 
practices and policies. It must end the occupation “as rapidly as possible”.
Significantly, the Court made clear that Gaza remains part of the occupied Palestinian territory, and has been 
since 1967, despite Israeli claims to the contrary when it removed its settlements from Gaza in 2004. The Court 
stated that the decisive criterion is the authority the occupying power holds over the particular territory, not the 
physical presence of the occupier inside the territory. This means that Palestinians in Gaza have the legal right to 
resist their occupation even if that means using force, and the Israelis do not have the right to use force against 
this occupied population.

It stated these as Israel’s obligations:
1. Cease all new settlement activity (West Bank & East Jerusalem).
2. Repeal all legislation and measures creating and maintaining the unlawful situation.
3. Provide full reparations, be they restitution, compensation and/or satisfaction. This includes return of the 
“land and all assets” since 1967, including all “cultural assets” to the Palestinian people.
4. Removal of all settlers.
5. Dismantle the parts of the Wall that are in occupied territories.
6. Return of Palestinians to their residences displaced during occupation. If they can’t return, compensation is 
required.
(ICJ Video of ruling @ 1 hr.6 min.)
The Court indicated that all states must cooperate with the UN to put the modalities (which will be created by 
the UN to realize Palestinian rights to self-determination) into effect. To this end, the Court stated that all mem-
ber states are under obligation NOT to recognize the occupation as legal, NOT to render aid to Israel to main-
tain the occupation, and to distinguish between Israel and the occupied Palestinian territories.
What difference could this make for Canada?

Abiding by the ruling of the ICJ means that people can no longer be prosecuted or discriminated against for 
boycotting Israel. The BDS (Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions) movement will not be targeted; it will be the law to 
oppose the occupation, exactly what BDS has been advocating since 2005. The “IHRA” (International Holocaust 
Remembrance Association) definition of anti- Semitism which has been promoted by our government will have 
to be shelved. The definition
is designed to prevent criticism of Israel. Under this ruling, condemning and refusing to aid Israel’s occupation 
in any way is a legal requirement. The 200+ Canadian charities that funnel money to Israel (which has a GDP 
per capita the same as ours by the way) to support its settlements in occupied territory and the Israeli army that 
enforces occupation, may well go the way of the Jewish National Fund and the Ne’eman Foundation of Canada, 
both of whom just had their charitable status revoked by the CRA, after years of public complaints about illegal 
misuse of our taxpayer money. (info@justpeaceadvocates.ca. 10 August, 2024)
The International Criminal Court will now have the backing it may feel it needs to issue the indictments of Ne-
tanyahu and Israel’s Defence Minister Yoav Gallant that the prosecutor has requested. And they may well issue 
more arrest warrants for senior Israeli government and military officials if Israel fails to comply with the ICJ 
ruling.
The World Court articulates a vision for a world that considers everyone equal. Their rulings have a moral aspect 
to them, which was set out by our predecessors in 1949. International human rights law and humanitarian law 
set out standards for global cooperation and understanding - not only the legal aspects - that we often don’t see 
recognized in Western courts. This opinion, like the ICJ’s 2004 ruling that Israel’s 

ICJ: Occupation Illegal 
(Part 3: Implications)

By Sally Campbell

continued on  P10....
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Separation Wall is illegal, will likely be ignored by Western media and politicians. 
That ruling was much narrower though, than the current one. It was about the Wall, 

not the occupation. It imposed no obligation on states other than Israel. Independent journalist Jonathan Cook, 
formerly with The Independent,
calls this ruling “earth-shattering” and then says, “Israel is a rogue state, according to the world’s highest court. 
For that reason, the judgment will be studiously ignored by the cabal of western states and their medias that for 
decades have so successfully run cover for Israel”. (Jonathan Cook, 23 July, 2024)
Ignoring a law doesn’t make it less valid. History will point to these moments of truth-telling, and see the ICJ as 
being a court of integrity, despite its shunning by US empire and its sub- contractors, who would prefer not to 
know of these inconvenient decisions. That’s the thing about our World Court and the rule of law and why our 
civilization established it in the first place. It’s not just there to do our bidding. It’s there to articulate basic princi-
ples of international law - how to organize our global society in times of conflict - and give guidance on human 
conduct in order to help us to survive in the only home we have – planet Earth. We would do well to pay atten-
tion.

O
PI

N
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N

Elon Musk has just made a post on his social media platform that is so aston-
ishingly ridiculous and awful that it needs its own article.
Musk tweeted a graphic containing lines that Palestine supporters have been 
using when opposing Israel’s genocide in Gaza, but used it to frame himself as 
standing on the side of the resistance against a tyrannical oppressor. It reads as 
follows:
You watched “The Hunger Games” and sided with the resistance.

You watched “Star Wars” and sided with the resistance.
You watched “The Matrix” and sided with the resistance.
You watched “Divergent” and sided with the resistance.
You watched “V for Vendetta” and sided with the resistance.
When it’s fiction you understand. Yet you refuse to see it when it’s the reality you’re living in.
Wild.
It’s hard to be sure what’s going on in Musk’s sluggish mind, but at the moment he appears to be referring to the 
white supremacist rioting that’s been occurring in the United Kingdom, which he has come under fire for en-
thusiastically supporting. It really doesn’t matter, though, since there’s no way a billionaire Pentagon contractor 
who’s been forcefully backing Israel in its genocidal atrocities in Gaza could possibly be considered a part of any 
kind of resistance.
There are fake revolutions everywhere you look. This happens all the time these days: people who are inextri-
cably intertwined with establishment power structures posturing as brave revolutionaries leading a resistance 
against the very establishment they themselves are a part of. Elon Musk is no more a part of any “resistance” than 
Joe Biden or Bill Gates, but his sycophantic fanboys will mindlessly gobble this garbage up like popcorn chicken.
They serve up fake revolutions to stop you from waging a real one. Here, fall in line with this billionaire mili-
tary-industrial complex plutocrat, he’s leading the resistance. Here, fall in line with this oligarch-backed presi-
dential candidate, he’s waging a populist war against the Deep State to Make America Great Again.
Don’t like right wingers? No problem! Join progressive Democrats like Bernie Sanders and AOC who’ll support 
the same establishment interests as Elon Musk and Donald Trump, but they’ll do so while paying lip service to 
social justice and equality to make you feel nice inside.
More of an independent? Support RFK Jr who has pledged “unconditional support” to the state of Israel but is 
totally gonna end the wars and fight corruption!
The more discontented the populace grows with status quo politics, the more you’ll see the empire which ben-
efits from status quo politics serving up fake revolutions for people to throw their political energy into so that 
nothing ever changes. They don’t just control both parties, they control the top political 
factions which claim to oppose the establishment in both parties. They don’t just con-

Fake Revolutions 
Everywhere You 

Look
By Caitlin Johnstone

August 11th, 2024

...continued from P.9

continued on  P.11...
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trol the opposition, they control the opposition to the controlled opposition.

They’re able to pull off this scam because most people don’t lucidly understand the difference between fact and 
narrative. Human psychology tends to be so intimately wrapped around mental stories that it’s often hard to dif-
ferentiate between someone who’s telling a story about being an enemy of the establishment and someone who’s 
actually working against the interests of establishment power.
The trick is to ignore the words and watch the actions. Is someone being elevated to prominence by the very 
establishment they claim to oppose? If they are, they’re not its enemy. Are they taking meaningful concrete 
actions which go against the planet-dominating interests of the US-centralized empire we live under? If they’re 
not, then they’re not part of any meaningful “resistance”. Are they playing to either side of the two-party scam, 
both sides of which are complete tools of imperial control? If they are, then they’re not an enemy of the power-
ful. Are they constantly feeding into partisan feuding and divisive culture war wedge issues which threaten the 
powerful in no meaningful way? If they are, then the powerful are cool with them.
Don’t let these pricks draw you in. Focus your political energy on opposing the actual mechanisms which hold 
the actual power structure in place: War. Militarism. Propaganda. Oligarchy. Exploitation. Tyranny. Ecocide. 
Government secrecy. Help get people focused on the raw nuts and bolts of the imperial machine instead of the 
empty diversionary narrative fluff they’re being encouraged to focus on.
If we can get enough people ignoring the sideshow distractions and focusing on the actual machine that is the 
real source of their discontent, we stand a real chance at dismantling this thing. Letting the revolutionary zeit-
geist get bogged down in fake revolutions waged by fake resistance fighters will keep us chasing shadows until 
these bastards get us all killed.

...continued from P.10
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Cowboy Corner:
The Holiday
By Conrad Campbell

As I stood on the sandy tropical 
beach watching the sun set in the 
western sky, I couldn’t help but 
wonder how many people had 
stood there before me, witnessing 
the same awesome beauty. Then 
I wondered how many of those 
people had stood there in bright 
yellow polyester pants that were 
four sizes too small, with a ten 
inch zucchini stuffed in the crotch, 
like I was.
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I tried to plant 
an orchard in 
sandy ground 
but it was 
fruitless.

•DOWN •

1. Blow away
2. Start of a legal 

plea
3. Capturing device
4. A suburb of 

Pittsburgh
5. Changed decor
6. Band together
7. 500 mi. auto race
8. Convent dweller
9. Nonviolent 

protests
10. Conquer Everest
11. Arm or leg
12. Depot info
13. Birthstone
21. Cagney or Lacy
23. Eighth letter
26. Bother
27. Row
28. Czarist edict
29. Atlas dot
30. Biblical hymn
31. Fungi spore sacs
32. Biscayne Bay city
33. Emerald, for one
34. Make confused
36. Bible twin
38. Prowl
40. Skier’s milieu
48. Kept changing
49. Common 

pronoun
50. Charger
51. Seer
52. Makes ready, 

• ACROSS •

1. Add to the pot
5. Athens attraction
10. Horse fly
14. Beer in the 
making
15. Boredom
16. Diet word
17. Exuberance
18. Failed to
19. Moslem prayer 
leader
20. Obscurity of 
meaning
22. Sonnet parts
24. Adorer’s poetry
25. Bird beak
26. Rig
30. A tense situation
32. Biz degree
35. Great birds
36. Feminine suffix
37. Wept
39. Dabbling ducks
41. Bio-pouch
42. Secret cache
43. European 
blackbird
44. Actress 
Macgraw
45. A nitrate
46. Born as
47. Caesar’s eggs
49. Funt’s directive
50. Bath, for one
51. 55 letters
53. Ballot caster
55. Polo’s place

59. Actor Wilder
60. God effigy
62. Halt to Silver
64. Is congenial
65. Believe 
without question
66. Lunar valley
67. Begged
68. Attire oneself
69. Connecticut 
campus

briefly
53. Bridal wear
54. At a prior time
55. Doom
56. Horribly wrong
57. Iranian group
58. Bridge fee
59. Econ. info
61. Cal. page
63. A Canadian 

export

• LAST WEEK’S ANSWERS •• LAST WEEK’S ANSWERS •

• TEST YOUR MATH SKILLS •• TEST YOUR MATH SKILLS •

•Last Week’s Answers ••Last Week’s Answers •

• GRAPEVINE CROSSWORD •• GRAPEVINE CROSSWORD •

GRUMPISM

“
“



9551 Reginald Road, Denman Island.
Contact Boyd MacKean, 250-335-1608 or 
bmackean@telus.net

• CONNECTIONS •

Senior gentleman wishes to meet a lady, 
perhaps in her seventies for future mutual 
support. 
I am in superior mental and physical condi-
tion. I live in a secure charming home. I am 
financially secure. I value kindness highly. I 
am spiritually aware. A theosopist and UBC 
graduate. I eat only organic vegetarian food.
Perhaps you would be kind, flexible and have 
a low income.
To reply please call me at 250-335-1079
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• CLASSIFIED ADS •• CLASSIFIED ADS •
• SERVICES •

Exterior cleaning service. Offering 
cleaning solutions for your windows, 
gutters,
roofs, decks, driveways, chimneys, 
siding, awnings, etc. Reasonable rates 
with
professional results. Call or text Bjorn 
for free estimate. 
250 465 8645 

GUTTERS seamless, supply and install
also repairs, for free estimate contact
Kevin at 250 335 1986 or cell at 
250 667 3233. Serving All Areas. 

MR. FIX-IT PLUMBING & All household 
major and small appliances. All large 
and small machinery. Yard machinery, 
chainsaws, outboards, automotive, 
sharpening, welding and fabricating. 
Call Rick Graham 335-0954.(HI) 

WICKED FABRICATION
Servicing Denman, Hornby and the 
Comox Valley Mobile unit available 
--250-207-6904
-Custom truck decks, bumpers & 
headache racks
-Heavy equipment attachments and 
repairs
-Sea can modifications, fire pits and 
grills
-Custom gates, staircases & hand 
railings
-Animal Shelters, chicken tractors & 
firewood sheds
-Driveway signs and privacy screens
-Aluminum boat repairs and more..
BC A Pressure/ CWB Certified - CNC 
Plasma Table 

• FOR SALE •

+APPLIANCES FOR SALE. Ranges, washers, 
dryers, fridges, dishwashers, gas/electric 
range. All fully restored and come with a 
full six month warranty. Call Rick Graham 
335-0954. 

WAGNER FIREWOOD. 2 cords to Denman, 
$680 plus GST.  Hornby, $720 plus GST.  
Text or call Scott at 250-334-7323 

• COMMUNITY NOTICES •

COMOX VALLEY TRANSITION 
SOCIETY EMERGENCY CRISIS LINE:
 250-338-1227 or Text: 250-218-4034 For 
more info visit 
https://cvts.ca 

Lee Andra and Bruce’s Rock Shop is 
rockin’ ready for your visit.  Full of 
gorgeous crystals and mineral specimens 
at amazingly low prices.  3333 N. Central 
Rd., DI
By appointment:  phone (250)335-1802 
or email:  cosmicwedo@gmail.com                     

• EMPLOYMENT •

The DI General Store is looking for a 
part-time Post Office clerk for 2-1/2 
days per week.  
Please call Jennifer at 250 335-2293 for 
information or drop off a resume.

• FOUND •

Found pair of eyeglasses for female at 

ISLANDS GRAPEVINE EDITORIAL POLICIES
Opinions expressed in the Grapevine do not necessarily reflect that of the Publisher.

Inciting violence, hate speech and pejorative language will not be tolerated.

Whether covering events that entertain us, presenting issues that concern and
affect us or highlighting the many interesting and gifted people we call neighbour, the 
Grapevine celebrates the diversity and inclusivity of our shared island life. The following is our policy on content:

• Profiles of individuals, history, reviews and op ed are published free of charge.
• Literary content including poetry, stories, belle lettres are published free of charge.
• Promotional content for products, services, programs, and events will be published at going advertising rates. 
• Public service announcements, notices of meetings, and news releases will be published for a fee. Exceptions
	 will be made for emergencies where the public is immediately endangered.
• With regret, no exceptions can be made for non-profit status.
• Letters to the Editor are published free of charge.

The Grapevine is happy to provide an open, public forum for all islanders to speak and be heard. We are stead- fast in 
our commitment to uphold freedom of expression.

As the record of our times, every issue of the Grapevine is a compilation of that week’s submissions. We do not edito-
rialize content, nor do we censor. We ask that writers moderate their own content. The Grapevine reserves the right 
to edit for brevity.

We are open to contributions from all Denman & Hornby Islanders. If you’ve something to say, send it our way! No 
copy and paste submissions. In your own words, please!
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THURSDAY 15

FRIDAY 16

SATURDAY 17

MONDAY 19

TUESDAY 20

WEDNESDAY 21

THURSDAY 22

SUNDAY 18

• RECYCLING CENTRE 2-6pm
• BOTTLE DEPOT 2-6pm
• CAP SITE Hub Comm. Hall 4-7pm
• FOOD BANK Hub Comm. Hall 4-7pm
• FREE STORE 4:30pm-6pm

• RECYCLING CENTRE 9-5pm 
• BOTTLE DEPOT 9-5pm
• FREE STORE 9-Noon
• FARMERS MARKET Old School 9:30-12:30                
• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
• Denman ART Studio Tour (see article p.2)
• Music for the General 7:30pm DIUC

• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
• AA Meeting DI United Church
	                         Gathering Place 7pm
• DENMAN SINGS 7pm Community Hall

FRIDAY 23

SATURDAY 24

MONDAY 26

TUESDAY 27

WEDNESDAY 28

THURSDAY 29

SUNDAY 25

• RECYCLING CENTRE 9-5pm
• BOTTLE DEPOT 9-5pm
• FARMERS MARKET Old School 9:30-12:30                 
• FREE STORE 9-Noon 
• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
• Music for the General 7:30pm DIUC
•Janice Rahn Art Exhibit Hornby Hall 11-4pm

• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
• AA Meeting DI United Church
	                          Gathering Place 7pm
• Phoenix Bee CD Release Party N.H. 7pm
•Janice Rahn Art Exhibit Hornby Hall 11-4pm

• RECYCLING CENTRE 2-6pm
• BOTTLE DEPOT 2-6pm
• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm

• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
• AA Meeting DI United Church
		  Gathering Place 7pm

• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm

• RECYCLING CENTRE 2-6pm
• BOTTLE DEPOT 2-6pm
• CAP SITE Hub Comm. Hall 4-7pm
• FOOD BANK Hub Comm. Hall 4-7pm
• FREE STORE 4:30pm-6pm

• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm
• AA Meeting DI United Church
		  Gathering Place 7pm

• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm

• Denman ART Studio Tour (see article p.2)

• Peter T. Mason • Land Surveying 757•8788 (All)
• Able & Ready Septic Pumping Service • 250•338•8822 (D/H)
• Home Town Shredders • Document Shredding • 334•7111 (D/H)
• Tree Service • Darian Chase • Arborist 218•0404 (All) 
• Antoine’s Tree Service • Certified • Insured • Local 250•207•3884
• Bottled Water Delivery • DenmanWater.ca • 250•228•7161 (D/H)

•  ( H )  H o r n b y  •  ( D )  D e n m a n  •  ( U B )  U n i o n  B a y  ••  ( H )  H o r n b y  •  ( D )  D e n m a n  •  ( U B )  U n i o n  B a y  •
•  ( F B )  F a n n y  B a y  •  ( C )  C o u r t e n a y/ C o m ox  ••  ( F B )  F a n n y  B a y  •  ( C )  C o u r t e n a y/ C o m ox  •

• Acupuncture • Margot Davey, R.Ac. • 778•992•0165 (D)
• Physiotherapist • Acupuncturist • TCM Herbs • Carmen RPT, RTCMP 	
					                          335•2260 (D/H)
• Massage Clinic • 2796 Northwest Rd. • Leyah Kelly 335•2584 (D)
• Acupuncture • Jenny McCartney, R.Ac • 250•508•8160
			              • www.heartwoodacupuncture.ca (D/H)

• Denman Activity Centre (Seniors) Rentals  335•3027 (D/H)
• ACCOMMODATIONS & RENTALS •

• REAL ESTATE • INSURANCE • FINANCIAL SERVICES •
• Jordan McDonald • Oakwyn Realty • 604•616•1137 (D/H)
• Tuele Group, Royal LePage in the Comox Valley, 
                                                                                                Jenessa & Donna 250 335 1720

• BUILDING • CONSTRUCTION •
• DB Excavations • 250•465•1889 • dbexcavations@gmail.com
• Shel Brodsgaard • Excavation & Services • 250•703•3898 (D/H)
• Excavator/Backhoe/Tandem Gravel Truck & Transfer Trailer
         Kenny Mather •  250•703•6512 (All) • John Isbister • 250•335•2565 (D)
• Tandem Gravel Truck & Transfer Trailer • Lora Mercieca 
					       • 250•650•9986 (D/H)
• Ray Ulovec • Backhoe/Excavator, Septic Installation • 335•3145 (D/H)
• Wicked Shovel Excavating & Landscaping • Doug Schmidt • 		
					        250•222•8076 (All)
• Landscape Construction & Gardening Services • Beech and Cedar Home 	
			   Maintenance • (Kane) 250•327•1073 (D/H)

• HEALTH & WELLNESS •

• BUSINESS DIRECTORY •• BUSINESS DIRECTORY •

• SERVICES •

FORTNIGHT EVENTSFORTNIGHT EVENTS

• RECYCLING CENTRE 2-6pm
• BOTTLE DEPOT 2-6pm
• Dora Drinkwater Library 1:30pm-3:30pm

• RECYCLING CENTRE 2-6pm
• BOTTLE DEPOT 2-6pm
• CAP SITE Hub Comm. Hall 4-7pm
• FOOD BANK Hub Comm. Hall 4-7pm
• FREE STORE 4:30-6pm
•Janice Rahn Art Exhibit Hornby Hall 11-4pm
•Janice Rahn Opening Hornby Hall 7-9pm


