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“If it were easy, they’d call it baseball.” • Unkown

DENMAN HARDWARE
Hoses: rotating and soaker 

& sprinklers!
Baskets of raspberries.

All your Summer hardware needs
9-4 Monday-Friday & 10-3 on Saturday

• denmanhardware@gmail.com • 335-2400 •

www.sylvieschroeder.comwww.sylvieschroeder.com
sylvie@sylvieschroeder.comsylvie@sylvieschroeder.com

Sylvie SchroederSylvie Schroeder
Personal Real Estate CorporationPersonal Real Estate Corporation

250-898-9199250-898-9199
Your local Island RealtorYour local Island Realtor
Office next to the Denman General StoreOffice next to the Denman General Store

NEW ON THE MARKET
Stunning&private 11.5Ac. w/access 

to Chickadee Lake. A whimsical 
2bed/1bath home and large 
detached workshop/barn

In the Comox ValleyIn the Comox Valley
On Denman IslandOn Denman Island

D.I. General Store

(Not to mention the many canned and 
frozen fruits we offer) 

(Oops!  I mentioned it.)

TREE SERVICE
• HIAB Crane Truck for Hire •

• Tree removal • Limbing • Chipping •
• Spiral pruning • Tree topping •

• Danger tree assessor & faller •• Danger tree assessor & faller •
• Certified faller, insured, local •• Certified faller, insured, local •Antoine 250-207-3884

3336 Lake Rd · $799,000

info@denmanwater.ca
250-228-7161

single or recurring order 
or buy pre-paid cards)

www.denmanwater.ca

Denman Island Water Company
Premium Quality Water 

Free weekly delivery to
home or office (set up a

Bottled at our Licensed,
Island Health FoodSafe 

$10/18.9L (5 Gal) Bottle 
$7/11.3L (3 Gal) Bottle 

$10/Bottle Deposit

Certified Facility

Buy Online, Order by 
Email or Give Us a Call!Now available at the

Earth Club Factory!!!

knight
Music Studio & Piano Service

Lessons In Piano, Guitar, Bass

Ukulele, Cello & Theory

Piano Tuning, Repair, & Regulating

Scott Knight
Teaching & Tuning Since 2004

604.779.9335

Info@KnightMusicStudios.com

SWEET BEING
A R T  E X H I B I T O N

DENMAN ISLAND ART CENTRE | JULY 12-21
DAILY 10AM-3PM OR BY APPT. 

new �gurative paintings exploring 
themes of divination and the relationship 

between pattern and chaos

Apples, bananas, oranges, 

grapes, cherries, 

cantaloupe, lemons, 

limes, local blueberries
It's Fruit Salad Time!



• 2 •  JULY 15TH, 2021 • THE ISLANDS GRAPEVINE •

CONTENTS

Tide Table
Gary’s Toon
Crossword
Mr. Stofer
Grumpism
Classified Ads
Business/Services Directory

REGULAR FEATURES
• 3 •

• 16 •
• 14 •
• 14 • 
• 14 • 
• 15 •
• 16 •

ISSUE NO. 1492 • JULY 15TH, 2021

Cover image:
Swing batter batter, Solutions vs the Hashers, Sat. 

July 10th, 2021. Photo by Dreadful Imagery

• DENMAN: 700 • HORNBY: 540 •
• E-SUBSCRIPTIONS: 99 •

PUBLISHER Mike Van Santvoord
DESIGN/PRODUCTION Chris Seguin

2550 Lake Road
Denman Island, BC

V0R 1T0
theislandsgrapevine@gmail.com
www.theislandsgrapevine.com

The opinions expressed herein do not 
necessarily reflect the views of the 

Publisher.

This Saturday, Denman Works is launching a transport 
survey at the Farmers Market. The aim is to get a sense 

of how people are handling transportation and what their 
needs are. There will be a questionnaire easily accessible 
on-line, but we will be making every effort to collect your 
views and ideas wherever we can meet and talk, starting at 
this Saturday’s Farmer’s Market.  

The Summer Bus Pilot is already gathering a great deal of valuable information on 
what it takes to offer a bus service. So, what more do we want to know? 

First of all, we want to find out what purposes a bus service might serve other than 
connecting ferries. What about helping people in home care who cannot get out? 
What about a bus for community events where alcohol might be served? What 
about shopping excursions to major stores, or recreation outings to such places as 
community pools? Gauging public demand will point to a more useful service or a 
better use of resources – even, no bus at all. And what do you do for public trans-
portation in the north end of the island? 

Then there is the bigger picture. Transportation is about more than a bus service. 
Most people rely on a car if they have one. We’d like to know about other means, 
such as bikes, or just walking. 

The survey is not going to propose any solutions but it will hopefully tell us where to 
look. There are already alternatives to total reliance on the car with more powerful 
electric bikes and scooters adapted to island roads. The Climate Change committee 
is concerned about transportation. In the CVRD bus service, we now have a public 
platform to address these broader issues. 

We must not forget that we are living in an extremely inventive time for transporta-
tion, what with Amazon drone deliveries, and fantastic ideas like flying cars actually 
approaching commercial reality. Bus service is not immune. For example, starting 
in 2016, and especially with Covid, as ridership collapsed, bus service on-demand 
sprang up in cities across Canada. What about a bus service you can book ahead 
and comes to your driveway or door (like the ambulance, for instance, that model 
of customer care and attention). Meanwhile, in Vancouver, the bus up Burnaby 
Mountain to Simon Fraser University is to be replaced by a gondola, a sort of aerial 
equivalent to the Baynes Sound Connector (perhaps the Ferry Advisory Commit-
tee should write them a cautionary letter). 

The underlying problem the survey tries to address is the lack of a model for a rural 
transportation service. With the CVRD, we are working with a standard model bus 
service, with fixed schedules and fixed routes. But it is generally recognized that 
rural transportation is a complex challenge because needs are highly individualized 
over a sparse distribution. In our view, the challenge for the CVRD will be to find a 
measurable, reliable service that is also multipurpose. 

And Now the 
Transport 

Survey
By Anthony Gregson
� Denman Works!
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TIDE TABLETIDE TABLE
• Secondary Tidal Station Ford Cove •• Secondary Tidal Station Ford Cove •

• Source: tides.gc.ca •• Source: tides.gc.ca •

 

2021-07-15
(Thursday)

Time 	 Height
PDT 	 (m) 	 (ft)
04:56 	 3.0 	 9.8
09:34 	 3.6 	 11.8
16:08 	 1.6 	 5.2
23:11 	 4.7 	 15.4

2021-07-16
(Friday)

Time 	 Height
PDT 	 (m) 	 (ft)
05:53 	 2.6 	 8.5
10:58 	 3.5 	 11.5
16:55 	 2.1 	 6.9
23:42 	 4.6 	 15.1

2021-07-17
(Saturday)

Time 	 Height
PDT 	 (m) 	 (ft)
06:50 	 2.2 	 7.2
12:44 	 3.4 	 11.2
17:52 	 2.6 	 8.5

2021-07-18
(Sunday)

Time 	 Height
PDT 	 (m) 	 (ft)
00:17 	 4.6 	 15.1
07:46 	 1.7 	 5.6
14:43 	 3.7 	 12.1
19:02 	 3.1 	 10.2

2021-07-19
(Monday)

Time 	 Height
PDT 	 (m) 	 (ft)
00:56 	 4.6 	 15.1
08:40 	 1.2 	 3.9
16:10 	 4.0 	 13.1
20:23 	 3.4 	 11.2

2021-07-20
(Tuesday)

Time 	 Height
PDT 	 (m) 	 (ft)
01:41 	 4.5 	 14.8
09:32 	 0.8 	 2.6
17:12 	 4.4 	 14.4
21:42 	 3.6 	 11.8

2021-07-21
(Wednesday)

Time 	 Height
PDT 	 (m) 	 (ft)
02:32 	 4.5 	 14.8
10:23 	 0.5 	 1.6
18:03 	 4.7 	 15.4
22:50 	 3.6 	 11.8

2021-07-22
(Thursday)

Time 	 Height
PDT 	 (m) 	 (ft)
03:27 	 4.5 	 14.8
11:12 	 0.2 	 0.7
18:48 	 4.8 	 15.7
23:49 	 3.6 	 11.8

Turning the 
Page - this 

Friday & 
Saturday

By Stewart Goodings 
� Photos by Dreadful 

Imagery
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talent show starting at 4pm tomorrow: Laura Busheikin, Kevin 
Mitchell, and Carolyne Montgomery...together with the others featured 
in last week’s Grapevine, all the 
performers can be found in today’s 
Insert—check out the line-up and 
timetable—note: the same program 
will be offered both nights.

Whether your taste is lyrical 
poetry, imaginative short story or novel, thoughtful analysis, 
melodic music, or surprising performance, Turning the 
Page has all this and more to offer. Some things to keep in 
mind:

1. The Community Hall will be at 50% capacity, so get there 
in time to grab seats.

2. Wine and beer 
will be available for 
purchase in the Back 
Hall from 3:30 to 
4:00, then from 6:00 
to 7:00, and finally 
from 9:00 to 9:30 on 
both days.

3. Food (a charcuterie plate and a vegan Mediterranean 
plate) will be available for purchase, also in the Back Hall 
from 6:00 onwards.

4. Books and CDs by several of the performers will be on sale 
by Abraxas Books in the Hall.

5. This is a free event, but if you want to give a donation, all 
proceeds will go to the Community Hall towards purchase of 
a heat pump.

Finally, please support your local authors, musicians, and 
performers in this first in-person “coming-out party” of the 
Covid-withdrawal era! 

Kevin Mitchell

Laura Busheikin

Carolyne Montgomery
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Jamie Prowse’s colourful farmers market stall offers 
a multi-faceted experience: It’s local, and global; it’s 

now, and it’s then; it’s pragmatic, and it’s fanciful. 

Jamie sells potted 
and dried herbs, 
toys, games, runes, 

weaving tools, small wooden furniture 
and household items, and fabric arts. She’s 
inspired in part by her Denman Island home 
and the things that grow there, and equally 
by her lifelong interest in European history, 
especially the medieval era.

Jamie has spent decades visiting medieval 
fairs and festivals, studying, teaching, 
vending, and having fun. Many of the things 
she makes have a “medievalish” spin to 
them, she says.

“A lot of them are based on extant finds 
from archeological digs,” says Jamie. “For 
instance, I’ve got a little wooden horse and 
rider that is a replica from the 1200s, and I 
have a sea monster and another horse with 
little wheels from 500 AD Egypt. My three-
legged stools are based on the Lund find in 
Norway.” Every item has a story. 

“People who come to my booth get a little history lesson and demonstration about 
how the things on display work, because they’ve 
never seen them before and they look interesting,” 
says Jamie. “It’s a fun experience just to look around, 
even if you aren’t going to buy anything.”

Jamie’s journey as a craftsperson dates back to an ah-
hah moment she had at a festival years ago. “I was 
attending a medieval tournament and there were 
these kids dressed all up in their medieval finery and 
their poufy princess dresses, and they were playing 
with plastic toys. It seemed so incongruous. So I 
started making wooden medieval toys—little horses 
and mini-marshmallow-shooting crossbows and 
other fun things that kids could enjoy while they 
were at the tournaments with their parents.” 

Jamie also makes wooden runes (Northern 
European divination tokens) and 
two-sided board games. One 
side has Nine Man Morris (also 
known as Merelles) a two-person 
strategy game that dates back 
to Ancient Rome; and the other 
side has Hnefatafl (also known 
as Viking Chess or Tafl), another 
strategy game that is mentioned 
in several Norse sagas (and also 
makes an appearance in a tavern 
in the contemporary video game, 
Assassin’s Creed).

Jamie Prowse at the Denman Island Farmers Market

Jamie Prowse at her market stand

These strategy games originally weren’t 
just about having fun, Jamie explains. 
People played them to learn military 
and political strategy—how to block 

or capture opponents, protect 
one’s king, surround the 
enemy’s king, second-guess 
your opponent, and other key 
skills needed in medieval times. 

These days people play for 
enjoyment, but the games 
still train the mind. As well, 
the wooden gameboard and 
player pieces are aesthetically 
pleasurable—usable works of 
art made out of local wood. 

While Jamie’s head might be 
in a 14th century Norwegian 
tavern, her hands are here on 
Denman, in her Greenhill Road 
workshop, where she is mindful 
of the environmental impact of 
her work. 

“I am very conscious of not 
wasting wood. My runes 

are from branches of trees that had 
been pruned. I want everything I use 

to be sustainably 
harvested,” she says

Jamie has lived on 
Denman Island for 
25 years. She worked 
on the ferry for years, 
has been a member of 
the fire department 
for over two decades, 
and has served on 
the ambulance. She 
was born in Comox 
and grew up the area. 
“I am a truly local 
person,” she says. 

This is her first year at the Denman 
Island Farmers Market. “I love it,” she 
says. “It’s welcoming and fun. People 
are having a good experience. The 
vendors help each other and talk and 
joke together.” 

Find Jamie and over 25 other vendors 
at the Denman Island Farmers Market, 
Saturdays, 9:30 – 12:30 on the Old 
School field. 

Learn divination with these wooden runes

Three-legged stool made by Jamie Prowse

Runes & 
Looms & 

Three-legged 
Stools

By Laura Busheikin
� DIFM Coordinator
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Learning how to politely decline a dance will 
save you lots of trouble.

This truth was learned by a younger version 
of this writer one night in the late 1980s in the 
beautiful city of Edinburgh. You know the one; a 
castle, tartan stores, pretty buildings, ghosts etc. I 
was young and still foolish enough to be making 
the kind of mistakes that would haunt me for the 
rest of my life. On the evening in question, I was 

celebrating an almost-but-not-quite-victory in a rugby sevens tournament and had, 
rather predictably, consumed rather too much of the local supply of intoxicants. 
Along with some friends – the largest of whom I’d decided to carry into pubs on my 
shoulders because, apparently, it was hilarious - I found myself in a nightclub not far 
from the city centre, trying not to sink into a pit of depression about the recent end 
of an extremely meaningful relationship.

I tried hard. I tried so hard, that at one point, I fell asleep. Asleep, that is, standing 
upright, holding a large glass of Edinburgh’s favourite lager and ever-so-gently 
leaning on the huge vibrating speakers facing the dance floor. Minutes later, roused 
by a friend, I was busily keeping everyone at least six feet away from me by doing 
what I thought was dancing, but which in retrospect probably looked like I was 
trying to escape from an invisible straitjacket. Incredibly, it worked, and before long 
I found myself making a fool of myself in front of a quite lovely woman who seemed 
unperturbed by my silliness. For twenty minutes, I fell in love again, and we danced, 
we kissed and then she gently told me – well, yelled in my ear over the deafening 
music - that she was married, and had to leave. OK, then.

I was rescued from my resulting tearful torpor – spurned, AGAIN - by my friend 
Dave who was older and allegedly wiser. He supportively encouraged me to drink 
even more, and then hit the dance floor once again. It was the prelude to disaster. 
The short, less graphic version of what next happened to us both goes something 
like this: boy meets girl, boy definitely not interested in girl. Girl grabs boy and tells 
him that he’d better be interested, or else. Boy retreats with friend to washrooms 
and in panic climbs out of a window to freedom. Boy begins to roam the urban 
landscape seeking fatty, unhealthy refreshment. Sounds oddly romantic, no?

No. Dave and I had, in reality, been accosted by a small group of worryingly aggressive 
women who – let’s not mince words here - seemed determined to obtain samples 
of our DNA by whatever means possible. After having successfully corralled us on 
the dance floor, they seemed in no mood to accept any other outcome, hence our 
subsequent flight. As we strode away from the muffled sound of music, I tried to 
control my feelings of guilt; clearly, my bewitching dance moves had got us into this 
trouble. Some minutes later, as we walked along the footpath, I was still apologizing 
to my friend when a small bus pulled alongside us. Almost immediately, the folding 
door opened and – with the bus matching our walking pace – two of the lovelies 
from the nightclub materialized on the lowest step. Our absence had been noticed, 
and now, here were the damsels, come to woo us once again. The opening line of 
their serenade reached us.

“Ya ****in’ bastarrds!” Briefly, I reflected upon the musical, almost poetic nature of 
a Scottish accent, particularly when using profanity. “Come back herrre! Ah’ll cut 
yerr ****** **** off!” Her friend smiled alluringly and brandished what appeared 
to be a Roman soldier’s sword. “Keep walking, just keep walking!” muttered Dave. 
His suggestion was quite unnecessary; this passionate display of affection was not 
winning me over. Now, ignoring a six-ton bus crawling along the kerb mere feet away 
is difficult. Ignoring such a vehicle when a seemingly unending stream of profane – 

A Work in 
Progress: 

Tripping the
Light

By Leo Simmons
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and at times, frankly alarming – threats 
and abuse is issuing forth from it is even 
more taxing. This awkward situation 
was heightened by the occasional clang 
of steel on steel as one of our admirers 
reminded us of the hardware she was 
delightedly brandishing by banging it on 
the side of the bus.

Our fate may have been sealed had our 
walking pace not made it borderline 
dangerous for anyone to alight from 
the moving vehicle. Two things saved 
us: first, the women in question seemed 
to be surprisingly risk averse given 
the chance they had taken by trying to 
capture two of the most aesthetically 
challenged visitors to their fair city on 
that night. Second, while Dave and I 
were both physically fit and able to show 
a fair turn of speed when pressed, our 
tormentors were anything but athletic. 
We felt relatively safe so long as we kept 
moving with haste.

Suddenly, as we passed a tall Georgian 
building, a staircase appeared in the 
sandstone wall to our left. Like rats 
offered an escape from a Jack Russell 
Terrier, we took the opportunity to save 
our own lives (we figured the bus had a 
larger fuel tank than we did) and darted 
down the stone steps into inky blackness. 
Greek kebabs being the favoured food 
of drunken Brits, you can imagine our 
delight when the lights of a kebab shop 
came into focus at the bottom of the 
extremely long, winding staircase. 

Wrapped in the unlit darkness of the 
hillside, we slowly picked our way down 
the unevenly spaced stairs, chuckling 
and re-telling one another the hilarious/
terrifying story through which we had 
just lived. Neither of us had ever been 
threatened with mutilation as a result 
of having been too polite to turn down 
a dance. It was, we resolved, a mistake 
neither of us would ever make again 
now that we’d escaped with our lives. 
We laughed again in the darkness of the 
shadows, the smiles dying on our lips as 
ahead of us we watched the bus slowly 
come to a stop outside the kebab shop…
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For residents of Denman Island, October 
1956 was a very important month in 

the development of the community and its 
connection to the modern world. It was that 
week when the 10-year-old dream finally came 
true as the British Columbia Power Commission 
laid down an electric submarine cable, bringing 

modern electrical services to the community for the first time, and its 100 
families. 

The cost of the submarine cable would be $134,000, or $1.3 million today, 
and would involve a barge laying the line from Vancouver Island to 
Denman Island. At the same time, residents on the island were clearing 
20 kilometres of power right-of-ways and digging power pole holes that 
would serve the community when the electrical lines arrived. 

The community had agreed to dig one-third of the necessary holes for 
the poles, and since there would be 600 poles, that was no small task. 
The homeowners would also carry the cost of wiring each home with 
electricity, at a cost of $150, or $1,500 today. At the time, 20 per cent of 
island residents had some sort of electricity, but these were using old and 
outdated power plants. 

The process to bring electricity to the entire island began 10 years previous 
when the Women’s Institute and the Farmers Institute worked together 
to petition the provincial government to provide electricity not only to 
Denman Island, but Hornby Island as well. Six years later, the Denman 
Island Ratepayers Association was formed and finally action was being 
made when the Power Commission took a survey of both islands. 

It was believed that most longtime residents would keep their non-
electricity appliances, while new residents who came to the island would 
choose to get new appliances thanks to the arrival of electricity. 

No difficulties were expected to happen in laying of the underwater cable. Two lines would go from Vancouver Island to 
Denman Island, and another would go to Hornby Island from Denman Island. 

I put out a history magazine that highlights many aspects of Canadian history. It is free and is delivered to your inbox. E-mail 
me to subscribe at craig@canadaehx.com
Support the column and my history show at www.patreon.com/canadaehx
Listen to my podcast Canadian History Ehx on all podcast platforms or at www.canadaehx.ca

Gerry Gerrard With His Lantern

Chapter One
July 6, 2007

OCP-OAP

Over the past while, I have drifted somberly away from my resolve to humorously document my 
witty observations of my life at the prison farm. Wimbledon is still on this morning, a five setter 

between Baghdadis and Djokovic. Events such as these draw me in…wither my creative juices.

It was an unmercifully hot day yesterday on Denman. Not as blisteringly brutal as in the American Southwest where the 
temperature reached 40 Celsius and above but still a scorcher. In the evening along with 70 or so bobbling, mostly grey heads 
I attended the kickoff meeting of the series of OCP workshops. A lawyer, Deborah Curran, offered an illuminating talk on the 
rural experience.   She has fond thoughts of Denman. It was here, as a visiting teen, that she milked her first cow. Her first? I 
meant to ask were there more cows to enhance her repertoire. 

Electricity 
Arrives on 

Denman 
Island

By Craig Baird
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Memoirs of a 
Rural Sissy-

Redux
By Bill Engleson

� www.billengelson.ca
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More than a thousand thanks from 
DCLTA to Leyah, Jackie, Larry, 

Sharon, Susan-Marie, Claire and 
Mikkel for supporting Pepper 

Lane seniors housing with your 
neighbourhood garage sale.  This 

wonderful, spontaneous community 
effort is helping to move this worthy 

project forward.  

The July 10th neighbourhood yard sale on 
Northwest Road raised more than $1500 for 
the DCLTA (Seniors’ Affordable Housing). 

Thank you to participating neighbours, shop-
pers and to the winner of our 50/50 draw who 

generously donated back to the cause.

Located and grown on Denman
Custom orders, events, weddings and subscriptions

604-785-7902 | keepfloral.ca | info@keepfloral.ca

But the moment squirted by.

I have never been intimate with a cow.  “Do I want to,” I wondered as she spoke. 

“No,” I decided. “I have no curiosity about that process.”

What does that say about me?

Ms. Curran, a fortyish lawyer with a punchy delivery, comes across with an 
appealing if somewhat urban charm. She peppers her talk with a number of 
references to affordable housing and the like. As my issue is affordable housing, 
I am happy about this. This summer will see four additionally themed Trust 
Workshop Extravaganzas. They are on:

	 • Sustainability
	 • The foreshore
	 • The Village
	 • Housing

I’m not sure I fully understand the concept of sustainability. I suppose it generally 
means, with specific regard to this island; what do we (assuming WE know who 
WE really are) need to do to survive with what level of service(s) and what are 
those service(s)?

	 • Locally grown food
	 • Goods and services
	 • Education
	 • Health
	 • Recreation
	 • Independence
	 • income

It becomes convoluted but generally we seem to be an island with, on the one 
hand, some lingering pioneer stock, self sufficient people who know what they 
need to do to make ends meet. On the other hand, there is a bevy of 1960’s refugees 
mostly from that humongous country to the south of us. And then there are, on 
the third and slightly uncomfortable third hand, God help us, people like me with 
barely the ability to keep their axe sharpened. I in fact, keep my wood cleaving 
instrument blunt and trust that the wood I’m splitting will be dry enough to give 
way at the dullened entry of my chipped bladed utensil.

On the economic forefront, we have, in addition to a range of residents who struggle 
to make ends meet, older people who generally, with significant exceptions, seem 
to have the economic resources to buy whatever they need. 

On the surface. 

Though we appear to be a close community, so much is hidden.

Just below that cooperative rural sheen, one can barely imagine what simmers.
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It was a wonderful way to say goodbye to the Covid 
lockdown and make the most of a perfect July evening 

in the fields of Bruce and Lee Andra Jacobs at the end 
of North Central Road.  Over a hundred people turned 

out to watch the evening performance of Dragon Song, a rock opera with libretto 
and music drawing mainly on the work of Denman’s thomas basil. “Drawing on 
the work” is one way of putting it. Michel, who, as Astronomo, provided the music 
throughout the show, sees it in another, less authorial-centered way. Dragon Songs, 
they told me, was channelled by thomas from the astral plane, from the dragon 
dimension, and manifested itself amongst the Force, the fluid group of individuals 
who expressed the message through their performance. 

The work posits a dark world into which the soul descends in the form of an 
angelic child:  

A brave child born of crystal light
Comes softly down upon this night

A windy storm of ages brews
We wonder what your heart will do. 

The Dragon, played by Beira, picks up from where Puff the 
Magic Dragon retired sadly into his cave. The Dragon finds 
themselves drawn down into despair, plagued by demons, 
“fallen into an endless night”. 

I stand my ground but they come down hard
Abuse my nature, love and power

My body’s burned, betrayed and scarred
The peace I knew has gone so far.

The Dragon is rescued by the compassion, grit, and wisdom 
of the Force comprised of Green Tara (Lee Andra Jacobs), 
Tibetan goddess of compassion, Prairie Wormwood, a 
guardian and hunter (Duranne Anderson) Thomas the 
Minstrel (thomas basil), and Zarptak the Fire Bird (Metta 
Schaal) – not to mention Leonard Cohen’s “If It be Your 
Will”. 

Many times I’ve watched human greed
And Every time I’ve seen flowers bleed

I’m going to fight till every child is freed

The show ends on a militant note with “Fuck the Dragon 
Slayers We Won’t be Shy”. Watch out lion tamers body 
shamers, horse breakers, love haters, forest stealers – the 
hit list went on, a long way from dear Puff. But that doesn’t 
take away from the pleasure of the occasion. As a show, 

The Dragon comes back.

it was well written and well-rehearsed 
and deserved the rousing reception, 
and as always, the printed lyrics were 
much appreciated. Best of all, it was a 
Denman original, reminding me of the 
stellar outpouring of Denman dramatic 
talent in Dante Ambriel’s 2018 Starlight 
Festival which I hope will one day 
happen again.

Dragon
Songs

By Anthony Gregson
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(Denman Island, Thurs. July 8th, 4:25pm)

“Come on Kid, let’s go!”
“Where are we going?”

“The Hashers are taking the field in Union 
Bay @ 5:15pm and they need our support.”

“Awe Man, do we have to?”
“Yes…and bring your friend. They need all the support they can get!”
“Awe!………..….”
“Okay, (sigh) I’ll get you some candy.”
“Here we go Hashers, here we go!!”

(En route to the game)
“Listen Kiddo, it’s super important that you’re coming to the game. The 

Hashers? Their fanbase needs new fans. Older Hasher fans have become too budget conscious to attend regularly. Always 
saddled with the disadvantage of playing away games, our islands Slo-pitch ambassadors can get to feeling their efforts at 
representing Denman go unnoticed. It’s why sports fans have come rely so heavily on your ol’ man’s coverage of the team in 
the Grapevine. I mean, if the Hashers get drubbed in Union Bay and there is no one there to document it, did it even happen?” 
“….Hey Daddy.”
“Yeah kiddo?”
“Aren’t you forgetting?….CANDY?!”

(Union Bay ballpark, the Solutions vs the Hashers)
“Okay, you got what you wanted. Now, repeat after me. Ha-
SHERS! ha-SHERS! 
You’re not doing it right! Put the emphasis on the second 
syllable, not the first. Think of a sneeze, like a-CHOO! Ha—
SHERS, ha-SHERS! ha-SHERS!!”
“Daddy, you’re so cringe! Can me and Maya go play on the 
playground?”
“Say, what kind of fans are you? What about the game?”
“Listen Buck, after two straight ‘Mercy Rule’ innings to begin 
the game it’s clear that Spit-ball doesn’t have his good stuff. 
What part of the wolf chasing him from the mound are you 
not reading? Furthermore, we both know Hipswole’s OPS+ 
falls a good .300 points when Tater’s bat isn’t protecting her’s 
in the lineup. And besides Daddy, like you said earlier, we can 
always read about the game in the Grapevine!”

“Kid’s got a point…..”

Hashers Slo-pitch

Wolves coming for Spit-ball

Hashers
By Buck ‘The Man’ 

Manly
Photos by

Dreadful Imagery
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Good eye Jackie!
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Bowser 
Pharmacy

WE ARE YOUR NEAREST FULL 
SERVICE FAMILY PHARMACY

• Locally owned & operated
• Free compliance packaging

• Accept all insurance cards
• Smoking cessation program

We Accept Payment By Credit Cards/Debit Cards/e-
transfer/Cheque and Cash At Pharmacy

We do free delivery every Friday at Denman Medical 
Clinic. Delivery direct to your home. Non emergency 

delivery by Canada Post mail. Emergency delivery 
within 2 hours

Send your prescription; Manage your 
medications, anytime anywhere Diem 

health for IDA Mobile app - available iPhone 
and Android phone.

Hours of operations: Monday-Friday 9am - 5pm
Saturday-10am-2.00pm

Phone: 250-757-8631               Fax: 250-757-8632
bowserpharmacy@gmail.com

www.guardian-ida-pharmacies.ca
112-6996 Island Hwy W., PO Box:8, Bowser, BC, V0R 1G0

Transferring of your existing prescription is very simple, 
just talk to our Pharmacist. We will do the rest.

First reading of the draft new Policy Statement 
postponed - more engagement to come

Lək̓ ̫ əŋən, METULIYE/Victoria, B.C. –  Trust Council 
postponed consideration of first reading of the draft 
new Policy Statement until December 2021 to allow for 
enhanced public engagement.

“We are very grateful for the level of interest in the draft new Policy Statement,” 
shared Peter Luckham, Islands Trust Council Chair. "We want everyone to be 
engaged and provide input. This update, the first in 26 years, acknowledges 
present-day realities, and your feedback can help us prepare for the future. The new 
draft Policy Statement includes consideration of climate change and affordable 
housing and is intended to strengthen our preserve and protect mandate. The 
whole document has been written to align with our commitment to reconciliation. 
We welcome the public’s interest in the Policy Statement and look forward to a 
new and robust round of Islands 2050 engagement kicking off in the next few 
months.”

Between now and September, trustees will share the draft new Policy Statement 
with their communities and ask for feedback to be provided to Islands2050@
islandstrust.bc.ca. At the same time, staff will revise plans for the Islands 2050 
formal public engagement process, which will include online and in-person 
events and webinars.

Over several months Islands 2050 will involve First Nations, the public and 
referral agencies, including Bowen Island Municipality, local trust committees, the 
Islands Trust Conservancy Board, regional districts, improvement districts, and 
provincial and federal government agencies or departments having jurisdiction in 
the Trust Area.

View the draft new Policy Statement

The draft new Policy Statement is at:  https://bit.ly/3k3eIa4 and background 
information can be viewed at https://islandstrust.bc.ca/programs/islands-2050/.

Subscribe to updates

Learn about Policy Statement developments, meetings, and engagement 
opportunities by subscribing to email updates. Pick “Islands 2050 updates” 

and consider selecting your local trust 
committee at: https://islandstrust.bc.ca/
subscribe/.

Provide feedback

Policy Statement input can be provided 
through email, mail, and phone (if a 
written submission is a challenge).

Email:    islands2050@islandstrust.
bc.ca
Phone:   1-250-405-5151
Mail:       Islands Trust
               200 – 1627 Fort Street,
               Victoria, BC V8R 1H8

Islands Trust is a federation of special-
purpose local government bodies 
representing 26,000 people living 
within the Islands Trust Area and 
another 10,000 non-resident property 
owners. The Islands Trust Area is 
located within Coast Salish treaty and 
territorial lands and waters and is the 
homeland to over 28,000 Coast Salish 
Peoples who have called this place 
home since time immemorial. Islands 
Trust is responsible for preserving 
and protecting the Islands Trust Area's 
unique environment and amenities 
by planning and regulating land use, 
development management, education, 
cooperation with other agencies, and 
land conservation. The area covers 
the islands and waters between the 
British Columbia mainland and 
southern Vancouver Island. It includes 
13 major islands and more than 450 
smaller islands covering 5,200 square 
kilometres.

Contact: 
Peter Luckham, Chair, Islands Trust 
Council 250-210-2553
Russ Hotsenpiller, Chief Administrative 
Officer, via Clare Frater, Director of 
Trust Area Services 250-405-5192

First Reading 
of Draft

Policy 
Statement

By Islands Trust
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Are your values reflected in your investment 
portfolio? We have over 25 years of experience 

helping people build ethical investment 
strategies. Please reach out to us if you believe 

your investments need a greener and more 
socially responsible apporach

Joss Biggins, RIAC
Investment Advisor
jbiggins@leedejonesgable.com
604-314-7437
Anthony Edwards, BA Ec
Investment Advisor
tedwards@leedejonesgable.com
250-898-9973

ethicinvest.ca * leedejonesgable.com
Member - Canadian Investor Protection Fund
Regulated by IIROC
949A Fitzgerald Avenue, Courtenay, BC V9N 2R6
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The presidential dogs were still alive, which meant that 
something was very wrong with the official explanation 

of the assassination of Haitian President Jovenel Moïse on 
7 July. In very poor countries even moderately prosperous 
people whose houses contain things worth stealing usually 
have large dogs, and those dogs are trained to attack 

intruders.

The dogs would certainly have attacked Moïse’s attackers if they didn’t know them, but 
they didn’t have a scratch on them. Neither did his bodyguards, who somehow didn’t 
hear the twelve shots that killed the president and the several more shots that severely 
wounded his wife. In fact, they heard nothing, saw 
nothing and knew nothing.

But the Haitian police rapidly arrested fifteen 
Columbian ex-soldiers and killed three others. 
There were two Haitian-Americans with them, 
and six more Columbians are still on the run. 
“Foreigners came to our country to kill the 
president,” lamented police chief Léon Charles.

Why would anybody import white foreigners to 
assassinate the president of a black country? Haiti 
has lots of gangsters and hit men of its own, and 
two dozen white foreigners would stick out a bit. 
In fact, have you ever heard of a hit team of more 
than two dozen men before? Yet that’s the story 
Moïse’s people are sticking to – which suggests 
that they might involved.

The assassins allegedly arrived in two large groups 
in May and June, and spent their time hanging 
around a suburban hotel in Port-au-Prince. Then 
early one morning last week they went to the palace, killed the president – and returned 
to their hotels, where most of them were arrested peacefully some hours later.

The story told via their wives and families back in Colombia is a bit different. They say 
that the mercenaries were hired as bodyguards for some prominent Haitian (they didn’t 
know who) for $2,700 per month.

They showed up in Haiti and got paid, but there was no actual work for them to do until 
7 July. They were then handed an arrest warrant from a judge and told to go to Moïse’s 
residence, take him into custody, and bring him to the National Palace, where he would 
presumably be arraigned.

This might have been a tricky task, since it involved getting past the president’s guards, 
but oddly it wasn’t a problem. The Columbians’ leaders went into the president’s rooms, 
found Moïse dead and his wife wounded, and so they all left again, presumably telling 
the guards on their way out.

That story implies an incredible naïveté among the Colombian mercenaries, but in 
fact all the explanations on offer are incredible. Assassins without an escape plan, who 
according to the security cameras arrived at 2.40 am, an hour and a half after Moïse was 
killed? A leading opposition politician says Moïse’s own guards did it.

Oh, and now the ‘authorities’ have arrested Christian Emmanuel Sanon, a 63-year-old 
Haitian oligarch who flew into the country on a private jet in early June with “political 
motives”. Have they arrested the ‘intellectual author’ of the killing? Is he just another 
patsy? And who is ‘they’ anyway? Don’t waste time wondering. It doesn’t matter.

Haiti has the vicious, convoluted, 
ultimately meaningless politics of a 16th-
century Italian city state, with about 
the same standard of living (60% of the 
population under the poverty line, which 
is $2.41 a day). It has the same riven, 
ruthless ruling caste, and the same levels 
of illiteracy, child labour and general 
violence. This is just another turn of the 
wheel. 

The puzzle of who killed Moïse and why 
may never be solved, although which 
candidate emerges victorious from the 
current cluster of three rivals claiming the 
presidency will be a pointer in the right 
direction. None of them will change the 
fact that the country is really run by the 
rich and the gangs, often in partnership.

Haiti is not a ‘developing’ country. It is 
a society where two wealthy elites, one 
black and the other mulatto, compete for 
power but cooperate in oppressing and 
exploiting everybody else. Together they 
amount to about 3% of the population; 
almost everybody else lives in poverty, 
and most in ignorance as well. And there 
is no development.

Ursula Le Guin once wrote a short story 
about an extraordinarily wealthy and 
healthy city where everybody lived in 
peace and bliss, which was guaranteed 
to last so long a single child was kept 
imprisoned in filth, darkness and misery. 
Haiti is like that, except that ten million 
must live in perpetual misery to guarantee 
the happiness of about 300,000.

Haitian President Jovenel Moise, pictured in Port au Prince on Feb. 7, 
2017, after being sworn in as the 58th president of Haiti. The puzzle of 
who killed Moïse and why may never be solved, although which candi-
date emerges victorious from the current cluster of three rivals claiming 

the presidency will be a pointer in the right direction, writes Gwynne 
Dyer. Photograph courtesy of Flickr

Haitian
Puzzle

By Gwynne Dyer
� OP July 12th, 2021
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Nature
by Thomas Provençal

FireSmart Tip For Your Home:  
A mowed lawn is a fire-resistant lawn. Grasses shorter than 
10 centimetres in height are less likely to burn intensely. 

FireSmart™ Your Home

Forest fires are a natural part of our ecosystem, and we’re learning that we can’t 
eliminate them. However, we can reduce the risk of losing our buildings and 
properties in a wildfire event.

FireSmart Program Helps Protect Your Home
Photo: Martin Park Drive recognized by FireSmart Canada: they’ve demonstrated that they are taking the steps 

necessary to build truly wildfire resilient neighbourhoods. Photographer: Howie Siemens

BRITISH COLUMBIA

For a free FireSmart evaluation call your local fire department or download the free 
FireSmart app for your mobile device. For more information, call: 250-334-6000 or 
visit: www.comoxvalleyrd.ca/firesmart 
FireSmart™, Intelli-feu and other associated Marks are trademarks of the Canadian Interagency Forest Fire Centre.

On behalf of the many 
people who use the public 
dock at Graham Lake I'd 
like to thank Richard and 
Shari for the lovely, sturdy, 
beautifully finished ladder 

they built and installed, with 
the help of J, on the swim 

dock.  I'd also like to thank our 
anonymous donor who sent 
some money along to pay for 
the wood.  You guys are great!  
Have fun swimming everyone, 
Ian (Chair of the Graham Lake 

Swim Dock Committee)

Kids 6 to 12 Come 
Learn to Sail

July 26-30
Register Online

Adventure awaits, the Denman Sailing Club is 
sponsoring BC Sailing’s “Mobile Optimist Sailing 

School” designed for youth between six and 
twelve years of age.

Discover more, go to bcsailing.bc.ca and follow the links:
COURSES → MOBILE OPTIMIST SAILING 

SCHOOL → SUMMER CAMPS →Denman Island 
→ Register now

Questions? Contact Stewart Green 250-335-0182

Nature’s in the glory 
of god’s harmonic plan,

in every niche and story,
evolving where it can.

There’s bounty and there’s beauty,
a plethora of hope. 

Each life form has a duty
with challenges to cope. 
Through the everlasting

transformation of the thought

is woven in the casting
a divine and magic plot. 

Undisturbed, allowed to be
the world will carry on

with everything in harmony,
expressed as if in song.



2750 Shingle Spit Rd 
Hornby Island

Open 9:30am to 1:30pm

 July 20 to August 12 

Tues., Wed. & Thurs.

Borealis String Quartet
performing works by Beethoven

August 3, 4, & 5
12 noon

Guided sculpture tours on 
most opening dates

Special Landscape Tour
Sunday, Aug 8th

10:00am – 11:30am

Tour pre-booking: curator@ 
rubinoffsculpturepark.org

FREE ADMISSION

www.rubinoffsculpturepark.org
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DENMAN ISLAND BUS SCHEDULE
Schedule for July 1 - Sept. 6

Have any questions?   
Email: denmanislandbus@gmail.com
Phone: +1 (778) 838-7110

Gravelly Bay
Ferry Terminal
(East Denman)

11:25
AM

12:10
PM

12:55
PM

1:40
PM

West Denman
Ferry Terminal

10:15
AM

11:00
AM

11:45
AM

12:30
PM

1:15
PM

2:00
PM

4:10
PM

4:55
PM

5:40
PM

7:10
PM

7:55
PM

Denman Road
Guest House

10:25
AM

11:10
AM

11:55
AM

12:40
PM

1:25
PM

---
4:20
PM

5:05
PM

---

 BUS 
 STOPS 

FRIDAY
ONLY*

9:10
AM

9:55
AM

10:40
AM

4:35
PM

5:20
PM

6:05
PM

6:50
PM

7:35
PM

9:30
AM

OPERATES: FRIDAY - SUNDAY & STAT MONDAYS 

6:25
PM

Activity Center
/ Museum

9:35
AM

10:20
AM

11:05
AM

11:50
AM

12:35
PM

1:20
PM

---
4:15
PM

5:00
PM

5:45
PM

6:30
PM

7:15
PM

---

---

9:40
AM

5:50
PM

6:35
PM

7:20
PM

Farmers 
Market (East
Bound)

9:45
AM

10:30
AM

11:15
AM

12:00
PM

12:45
PM

1:30
PM

---
4:20
PM

5:10
PM

5:55
PM

6:40
PM

7:25
PM

---

8:20 
PM*

8:40 
PM*

8:00 
PM*

8:05 
PM*

8:10 
PM*

Have any questions?
Email: denmanislandbus@gmail.com
Phone: +1(778) 838-7110

Hornby Island Bus Schedule:
hornbybus.com

A message from Yves’ sister, Françine,

"It will soon be a year since Yves Gignac 
left us. Already one year since he left for 
his final journey, too quickly and too 
young but with great serenity and a lot of 
courage, this I can testify since I had the 
privilege of being with him until his last 
breath.

My brother was a very special person and 
his warm presence was shining all around him. He is my brother, my 
friend  and much more, my inspiration and an inaccessible model. 
For all of this, I thank him.

Even after a year of absence, I will never forget all the good moments 
that we shared because the void that he left will never be filled.

I feel privileged to have had him in my life and I keep so many won-
derful memories of the time spent with him here on the Island where 
I met so many people who are also missing him and for whom he still 
is and will always be in their hearts.

There will be a 1 year commemorative ceremony on Monday 26 July 
at the Community Dock from 15h30. Everybody is welcome.

Those whom we loved and lost are no longer where they were but 
they are everywhere where we are.”
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• DOWN •
1. Drop back
2. Hey Swabbie!
3. Actress Miles
4. So be it!
5. Reflexive 		
    pronoun
6. River’s little 		
    cousin
7. Brick carriers
8. Aves, once
9. Benedict 		
  Arnold, for one
10. Burglar’s 		
      bane
11. Abbe or Lois
12. Catching aid
13. Hindu Mr.
21. Joy lead-in
23. Big do
26. Fussbudget
27. Harden to 		
      misuse
28. Abode of the 	
      dead, in 		
      myth
29. Barley 		
      beverages
30. Rust and 		
      others
31. Amusement 		
   park attraction
32. Fruit peels
33. Sam or 		
      Alistar
34. Historic 		
      record
36. Chinese 		
      horn

• ACROSS •
1. Fuji flow
5. Godly blood
10. Charitable 		
      gifts
14. Excuse me
15. Buried 		
      treasure
16. Cave home
17. Bullring 		
      wound
18. Car model
19. Against, prefix
20. New York nine
22. Heron’s cousin
24. Kind
25. Actress Rita
26. Going to bat 	
      for
30. Dental exam
32. Broadcast 		
      letters of old
35. Omitting none
36. Weathering 		
      problem
38. Dandy
39. Bear patiently
40. Auth. 		
      unknown
41. School policy
43. Russian export
44. Affirmative 		
      reply
45. Aspen, for one
46. Corn part
47. Luau wear
48. Ammonia, e.g.
49. Brothers of 		
      fairy tales

51. Originality
55. Favorable 		
      voters
56. Kind of layer
58. Exploited
60. Anita or 		
      Benny
61. Defiant reply
62. After time
63. Between 		
      chores
64. Feel longing
65. Obtained 		
      from urine

• LAST WEEK’S ANSWERS •• LAST WEEK’S ANSWERS •

37. Artist’s 		
      mecca
39. Rancor
42. Derive from
43. Bud’s home
46. Beer hall
47. Fine knit
48. Hopeless 		
      case
49. Lattice
50. Bagel or 		
      Bialy
51. Classic 		
      Chevy model
52. Comic strip 		
      moppet
53. Autocrat of 	       	
      yore
54. Abominable 	
      snowman
55. Greek letter
57. Kin of 	       	
      omega
59. Calendar 		
      ender, abbr

• GRAPEVINE CROSSWORD •• GRAPEVINE CROSSWORD •

www.stofergallery.com 
Mr.Stofer

To climb 
to the top 
of the tall 
piano you 
must
scale it.

“
“
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• FOR SALE •

FOR SALE almost new excellent household fan; 
RAM medium duty welding and cutting torch set;  
Jobmate rotary tool kit;   Mastercraft orbital jigsaw;  
just serviced Stihl MS 170 chainsaw;   Bynford 
compressor;   Craftsman 10” compound mitre skill 
saw;  Mastercraft bench grinder; 14 pieces of 3/4” X 
2-1/2” X 8’ lumber;  #30 felt asphalt roofing underlay;  
2 pieces of 20’ X 3’  29ga Allclad brown roofing plus 
gables & ridges. Offers.  No reasonable offer refused. 

FOR SALE 2017 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN - Low 
mileage, excellent condition - Asking $16,000/or 
OBO - John Wells, 335-1079

WAGNER FIREWOOD. 2 cords to Denman, $580 plus 
GST.  Hornby, $600 plus GST.  Text or call Scott at 250-
334-7323 

APPLIANCES FOR SALE. Ranges, washers, dryers, 
fridges, dishwashers, gas/electric range. All fully 
restored and come with a full six month warranty. 
Call Rick Graham 335-0954.

• CLASSIFIED ADS •• CLASSIFIED ADS •
• SERVICES •

PROFESSIONAL LANDSCAPER, 20 years 
independent operation in Oak Bay available for 
hire, specializing in pruning. Dump truck deliveries 
of wood chips, compost, soil etc. and junk hauling. 
250-514-6614 or ian@victory-gardens.ca 

WICKED FABRICATION,   Mobile welding, B 
pressure, structural fabrication, repairs, stick, mig, 
tig  Jesse Rogers 780 512-7988

THORLACIUS TRUCKING Top soil, bark mulch, 
gravel and sand.  Call Chris & Lora, 250-650-9986. 
denmantruck@gmail.com

HORNBY COMPACT EXCAVATION Versatile 
machine and operator. 
Small footprint efficient for 
ditches, holes, levelling, 
brush clearing, etc. Please 
inquire 
email: Call: 2503350770 
Matthewlingle@hotmail.ca 

Hornby Compact Excavation 

Versatile machine and operator. Small foot-
print efficient for 
Ditches, holes, levelling, brush clearing, etc. 

Please inquire. 
Email: Matthewlingle@hotmail.ca 
Call: 2503350770 

FOR SALE
FIVE ACRES TWO HOUSES, three 
established gardens, two wells, 
heritage apple orchard with the best 
apples on Denman. Gravenstein 
(makes great juice, apple butter, 
apple cider vinegar or apple cider 
ginger beer.
Heat pump in house built in 1982 
Other home is a heritage house 
built in 1926. Both houses are fully 
equipped. The property is a triangle 
space, backing onto to the Hermitage 
an active Buddhist Centre. We are 
on the main road two miles from 
the village  Ten minutes to the beach 
looking over Hornby Island. 900,000.
Our neighbours are lovely. Please call 
250335 2338 /email peacewalking@
gmail.com

DB EXCAVATIONS AND CLEARING (Dorian 
Baker) Equipment: 040 Excavator, 080 
Excavator, Skid-Steer Services: Land-clearing, 
Power Installations, Landscaping, Trenching, 
Site Prep. Licensed tree faller available. Coming 
soon if interest shown a mulching head for 
clearing, tree trimming and broom removal. 
Great alternative to burn piles. Call or text 250-
465-1889 or   email dorianbaker56@gmail.com 

MR. FIX-IT PLUMBING & All household major 
and small appliances. All large and small 
machinery. Yard machinery, chainsaws, 
outboards, automotive, sharpening, welding 
and fabricating. Call Rick Graham 335-0954.(HI)

MAGNIFICENT TOPSOIL, (Serving Denman & 
Hornby since 1988) Bark Mulch, all gravels, 
Bison compost, Treework, site clean up, fir mill 
end firewood, roof tear off, demolition. High 
grade lumber. 30 years local Entpr. Call Dave 
218-9667.(DI)

GUTTERS seamless, supply and install also 
repairs, for free estimate contact Kevin at 250 
335 1986 or cell at 250 667 3233. Serving All 
Areas. 

• COMMUNITY NOTICES •

COMOX VALLEY TRANSITION 
SOCIETY  EMERGENCY CRISIS LINE: 250-338-
1227 or Text: 250-218-4034 For more info visit 
https://cvts.ca 

COMMUNITY SERVICES FROM DENMAN 
WORKS Projector and screen: Book with Abraxas 
Books and Gifts 250-335-2731 abraxas9@telus.
net  Zoom meetings (unlimited time and free 
recording): See denmanworks.wordpress.com/
contact/ 

On June 21, 2021 Marjo passed away unexpectedly, doing what she loved to do – tending plants in her 
greenhouse. She called her Denman home, her garden and her pottery studio her Paradise. Above photo, 
taken by Jeanie Rogers on June 17, shows Marjo amongst roses in her garden. Her friends will attest to her 
continued curiosity, her excited enthusiasm for whatever serendipitous surprise or twist life may next present 
to her. She experienced many moments of wonder at and at times concern for daily occurrences both near 
and far. She would tell me there were sometimes simply not enough hours in a day because she had to tear 
herself away from the garden to, equally excitedly, continue  ring her beads or  nish glazing her plates in the 
studio. She would also enjoy quiet moments of simple pleasure and rest, while eating good food and reading a 
book with her cat Healey on her lap.
 

In her 85 years she lived for signi cant periods in Holland, in Canada and in Germany, crossing the ocean 
a few times. Making her way to Canada, originally in search of new adventures as a very young lab-techni-
cian, she, together with my father Manfred Rupp, were early-arriving newcomers to Denman Island, making it 
their home and surviving doing odd jobs and making pottery.

 
The second and third time she packed up her entire life it was in search of meaningful community, which 

she found for many years living in the Black Forest of Germany (allowing me to grow up with my close extend-
ed family near-by) and then again for many years back here on Denman Island.

 
She was, and hopefully will continue to be, in some way, a lifelong connector. Her Dutch directness and her 

curiosity combined into a pattern of readily approaching people, be they close friends or complete strangers 
and striking up a conversation. And she was able to maintain so many relationships and friendships over time 
and over long distances in person or through mail, phone, email, facetime and texting.  The latter two methods 
became especially important over the last 16 months to connect with the biggest joys of her life – her three 
grandchildren Taya (6), Jarrah (14) and Kiran (17).

 
I would like to invite her community to come together to celebrate the full and unique life Marjo was able 

to live. It would be lovely to hear a few of your stories and memories about Marjo. Her ashes will  nd a  nal 
resting spot here on Denman Island in a separate small and private event.

Carl-Jan Rupp

Marjo Van Tooren
April 28, 1936 – June 21, 2021

Celebration of Life
Saturday, July 24 
Community Hall Field 
2-4 PM

ABLE & READY SEPTIC TANK 
SERVICES.  For all your septic needs.  
Locally Owned. Serving Denman 
and Hornby for over 50 years 250-
338-8822 
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• Acupuncture • Margot Davey, R.Ac • 778•992•0165  (D/H) 
• Acupuncturist, Herbalist, Physiotherapist • Carmen B-G, RPT, RTCMP 	
					                          335•2260 (D/H)
• Chiropractic Care on Fridays • Dr. Dawn Armstrong, DC 465•8482 (D) 
• Massage Clinic • 2796 Northwest Rd. • Leyah Kelly 335•2584 (D)
• Denman Works! • Tony Gregson 250•335•0287 denmanresource@gmail.com (D) 
• Edwardsen Tree Service • Jered 250•580•7127 (D) 
• Peter T. Mason • Land Surveying 757•8788 (All)
• Physiotherapy • Christopher Mainella • 236•255•3354 (D/H)
• Tree Service • Darian Chase • Arborist 218•0404 (All)
• Trueview Treecare, seniors' discount • Wildbill 898•7246 (D/H)
• Music Lessons & Piano Tuning • Scott Knight 604•779•9335 (D/H)
• Landscaping & Home Services • Beech&Cedar Home Maintenance 		
					     (Kane) • 335•0745 (D/H)
• Able & Ready Septic Pumping Service • 250•338•8822 (D/H)
• Home Town Shredders • Document Shredding • 334•7111 (D/H)

• Denman Activity Centre (Seniors) Rentals  335•3027 (D/H)
• Denman Community Hall Rentals 335•3027 (D/H)
	 2 halls, commercial kitchen, new sound system
	 suitable for concerts, plays, meetings, weddings, etc.

• ACCOMMODATIONS & RENTALS •

• REAL ESTATE • INSURANCE • FINANCIAL SERVICES •
• Bente Pilgaard, RE/MAX The Islands 335•2510 (H/D)
• Cloutier Matthews LLP, Chartered Professional Accountants 338•7367 (All)
• Donna & Janessa Tuele • Royal LePage Hornby 335•1720 (D/H)
• Sylvie Schroeder • Royal LePage Denman Island 335-2551 (D/U)
• Katarina Meglic • Pemberton Holmes Realty 778-557-7429 (D/H)

• BUILDING • CONSTRUCTION •
• Aquarian Systems • Water Cisterns • Ed Hoeppner 335•2037 (D/H)
• Ray Ulovec • Backhoe/Excavator, Septic Installation 335-3145 (D/H)
• Bobcat & Compact Excavator • Steve Isaak 335-1853 (D/H)
• Cal’s Bobcat Services • Auger, Grapple, Rake 613-447-8873 (D/H)
• DB Excavations & Clearing • Dorianbaker56@gmail.com • call or text 	
						      465•1889 (D)
• Dean’s Digger - Mini Excavator & Small Haul 218•4534 (D/H)
• Denman Electric, Licensed, Fully Insured & Bonded 335•3122 (D/H)
• Excavator/Backhoe/Tandem Gravel Truck • Kenny Mather 703•6512 (All)
				         • John Isbister 335•2565 (D)
• Kinetic Electric, licenced, bonded & insured 335•1741 (D/H)
• Roc-Isle Drywall, Harvey Hodgins • 35 yrs exp. ‘certified’ 334•4776 (D/H)
• Seaside Electric • Licenced, Bonded & Insured 702-0570 (D/H)
• Tandem gravel truck & transfer trailer • Grant Morrison 335•0702 (D/H)
• Water Tanks & Cisterns • Steve Isaak 335•1853 (All)

• SERVICES •

• BUSINESS DIRECTORY •• BUSINESS DIRECTORY • FORTNIGHT EVENTS

THURSDAY 15

FRIDAY 16

SATURDAY 17

MONDAY 19
TUESDAY 20

WEDNESDAY 21

THURSDAY 22

SUNDAY 18

• RECYCLING CENTRE 2-6pm
• BOTTLE DEPOT 2-6pm
• CAP SITE 4-7pm
• FOOD BANK 4-7pm

• RECYCLING CENTRE 9-5pm 
• BOTTLE DEPOT 9-5pm
• FREE STORE 9am-2pm
• FARMERS MARKET Old School 9:30am                 
• PIZZA NIGHT - Earth Club Factory

• RECYCLING CENTRE 2-6pm
• BOTTLE DEPOT 2-6pm
• CAP SITE 3-7pm
• FOOD BANK 4-7pm

• AA Meeting DI United Church 7pm
• HI LTC Zoom meeting 10am
• APPIES w/MUSIC - Earth Club Factory

FRIDAY 23

SATURDAY 24

MONDAY 26

TUESDAY 27

WEDNESDAY 28

THURSDAY 29

SUNDAY 25

• RECYCLING CENTRE 9-5pm 
• BOTTLE DEPOT 9-5pm
• FREE STORE 9am-2pm
• FARMERS MARKET Old School 9:30am                

• RECYCLING CENTRE 2-6pm
• BOTTLE DEPOT 2-6pm
• CAP SITE 3-7pm
• FOOD BANK 4-7pm

• RECYCLING CENTRE 2-6pm
• BOTTLE DEPOT 2-6pm
• CAP SITE 4-7pm

• AA Meeting DI United Church 7pm
• APPIES w/MUSIC - Earth Club Factory

The Monthly Calendar is on hold for 
now.

Instead we offer a 2 week summary of 
upcoming events on the Back Page. 
Email us with your event to be listed 

in “Fortnight Events”.
theislandsgrapevine@gmail.com

• RECYCLING CENTRE 2-6pm
• BOTTLE DEPOT 2-6pm
• CAP SITE 4-7pm

• CAP SITE 11-2pm

• CAP SITE 11-2pm


