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D.I. General Store

Fun loving customer service focused staff. Very Grumpy 
Boss who buys tools compulsively. It’s his vice.

• “The snow doesn’t give a soft white damn whom it touches.” • EE Cummings •

TREE SERVICE
• Tree removal • Limbing • Chipping •

• Spiral pruning • Tree topping •
• View enhancement •

• Danger tree assessor & faller •• Danger tree assessor & faller •
• Certified faller, insured, local •• Certified faller, insured, local •
Antoine 250-207-3884

DENMAN HARDWARE
Arctic Air Protection

heat tape, pipe wrap, hand 
warmers, snow shovels, ice 

melt, weather stripping
9-4 Mon-Fri 10-3 Sat

• denmanhardware@gmail.com • 335-2400 •

BC FAMILY DAY HOLIDAY
Monday February 15th

General Store as well as Post Office:
Open from Noon - 4pm

Store: 250-335-2293 PO: 250-335-1636
Michael Lindsay Denman Island Art Wall 

Artist of the Month:

C Urquhart

Sylvie SchroederSylvie Schroeder
Personal Real Estate CorporationPersonal Real Estate Corporation

250-898-9199250-898-9199

www.sylvieschroeder.comwww.sylvieschroeder.com
sylvie@sylvieschroeder.comsylvie@sylvieschroeder.com

ATTENTION
2021/2022 HORNBY &

DENMAN VISITOR’S GUIDE
advertisers

Deadline March 1st 2020
10% off this year!

If you didn’t get an application via 
email & wish to advertise, please 

contact 
Rowan Morse 

rowan@hiceec.org 

 



• 2 •  FEBRUARY 11TH, 2021 • THE ISLANDS GRAPEVINE •

CONTENTS

• ARTS&LIT •

An Unpainted Portrait: Bogwash
	 by Leo Simmons

Comatose Dreams
	 by Richard Balfour

• COMMUNITY INFO •

Living Well: How Do I Love Thee?
	 by Verna Isbister

• OP/ED •

No Trespassing
	 by Philippa Joly

Language Shapes Thinking
	 by Sally Campbell

Tide Table
Gary’s Toon
Crossword
Mr. Stofer
Classified Ads
Business/Services Directory

REGULAR FEATURES

• 4 •

• 5 •

• 4 •

• 6 •

• 6 •

• 3 •
• 10 •
• 8 •
• 8 • 
• 9 •

• 10 •

ISSUE NO. 1470 • FEBRUARY 11TH, 2021

Cover image: Waling the path from Corrigal Road, 
Denman Island.

Photo by Dreadful Imagery

Covered Recreation Space, Laundry Facility &
Computer Support By DICES COMM INFO

• DENMAN: 700 • HORNBY: 510 •
• E-SUBSCRIPTIONS: 93 •

PUBLISHER Mike Van Santvoord
CORRESPONDENT Anthony Gregson

DESIGN/PROD. Chris Seguin

2550 Lake Road
Denman Island, BC

V0R 1T0
theislandsgrapevine@gmail.com
www.theislandsgrapevine.com

The opinions expressed herein do not 
necessarily reflect the views of the 

Publisher.

Denman Island Community Education Society is happy to announce that 
we have received a grant for $87,800 from the Capital Project Gaming Grant 

toward creating a Covered Recreation Space on the concrete pad next to the Com-
munity Hall. The intention is for the space to be used for recreational sports, but we 
also want to make it suitable for concerts, winter markets, free play etc.

An important feature of the structure is for it to be well ventilated so that we can 
use it more safely. The space will be available to book for regular practices through 
DICES and will be available to the community when it isn’t booked.

Because of limited funding the project will be completed in stages starting with the 
basic structure and as resources allow additional features will be added such as; 
electricity, lighting and resurfacing of the concrete pad. Our goal is for the initial 
stages of the project to be completed by the fall of 2021.

We are grateful to the individuals and organizations who have already pledged 
money toward the project including: DIRCS, DI Sports Field Committee, Denman 
Island Health Centre Society, Denman WORKS! and the CVRD.

If you would like to contribute to the construction of the Covered Recreation Space 
you can donate money through e-transfer to dices.director@gmail.com or drop off 
a cheque for DICES at the Food Bank donation jar at the General Store. Please en-
sure that you state what the donation is for and provide your address so that we can 
send you a tax receipt.

If you have thoughts or ideas regarding the project you can get in touch with Emily 
Guinane at dices.director@gmail.com.

We are excited to be part of creating this much needed community resource!

Laundry Facility

We are doubling the number of time slots available at DICES laundry facility! The 
facility is open Tue-Fri and you can now choose between a   8:30am-12:30pm or 
1:30pm-5:30pm timeslot.

To book a time is to visit www.dices.ca/laundry-scheduling/, call 250 335 2058 or 
email dices.laundry@gmail.com. You need to book in advance to use the laundry 
facility.

Each user is required to sanitize high touch surfaces at the beginning and end of 
their time slot. Please cancel your appointment if you are experiencing any cold or 
flu symptoms or symptoms of COVID-19.

The laundry facility is located at 3646 Denman Rd. (Ducks Crossing) follow the 
road to the left of the building to the back door. The cost for the laundry facility is 
sliding scale $3.50 - $6.50/load in the washing machine and per load in the dryer.

Computer Support

Denman Island Community Education Society are offering one-on -one computer 
support at the portable next to the school on Wednesdays 4-7pm. Please book your 
time in advance via email dices.communituprograms@gmail.com or phone 250 335 
2058.

We are able to help you navigate most everyday computer activities such as; social 
media, email, google docs, storage of photos etc. You can bring in your own device 
or use the computers and printer at the portable.
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2021-02-11
(Thursday)

Time 	 Height
PST 	 (m) 	 (ft)
06:23 	 4.9 	 16.1
11:53 	 3.3 	 10.8
16:38 	 4.4 	 14.4
23:46 	 0.7 	 2.3 

2021-02-12
(Friday)

Time 	 Height
PST 	 (m) 	 (ft)
06:56 	 4.9 	 16.1
12:36 	 3.1 	 10.2
17:30 	 4.3 	 14.1

2021-02-13
(Saturday)

Time 	 Height
PST 	 (m) 	 (ft)
00:25 	 0.9 	 3.0
07:25 	 4.9 	 16.1
13:17 	 2.9 	 9.5
18:20 	 4.2 	 13.8

2021-02-14
(Sunday)

Time 	 Height
PST 	 (m) 	 (ft)
01:00 	 1.2 	 3.9
07:52 	 4.8 	 15.7
13:58 	 2.7 	 8.9
19:11 	 4.1 	 13.5

2021-02-15
(Monday)

Time 	 Height
PST 	 (m) 	 (ft)
01:33 	 1.6 	 5.2
08:17 	 4.8 	 15.7
14:40 	 2.5 	 8.2
20:03 	 3.9 	 12.8

2021-02-16
(Tuesday)

Time 	 Height
PST 	 (m) 	 (ft)
02:04 	 2.1 	 6.9
08:40 	 4.7 	 15.4
15:21 	 2.3 	 7.5
20:59 	 3.8 	 12.5

2021-02-17
(Wednesday)

Time 	 Height
PST 	 (m) 	 (ft)
02:35 	 2.5 	 8.2
09:01 	 4.6 	 15.1
16:03 	 2.2 	 7.2
22:07 	 3.7 	 12.1

2021-02-18
(Thursday)

Time 	 Height
PST 	 (m) 	 (ft)
03:06 	 2.9 	 9.5
09:21 	 4.5 	 14.8
16:47 	 2.0 	 6.6
23:40 	 3.7 	 12.1

Swallows & Mason Bees
By Peter Karsten

SPECIAL INTEREST

Despite the present few frosty days spring is in the 
air. Violet-green swallows will return to our Island 

early April looking for nest holes to raise their chicks. 
Natural tree cavities mostly made by woodpeckers in 
old snags are short in supply. Dead trees become “dan-
gerous trees” and we remove them for good reasons. 
Violet-green swallow and barn swallows favour places 
where people keep livestock since it attracts flying in-
sect populations. To make up for dead trees we ought to 
provide the birds with man-made housing. Fortunately, 
many birds accept them happily. A good and function-
al violet-green swallow house is not any little box with 
a hole in it!   Bird homes are made species-specific to 
be of the correct size, shape and made with the right 
materials. The wood use should be ¾ to 1 inch rough 
sawn western red cedar to insulate the nestlings from 
heat and cold, to aid them in climbing to the nest hole 
to accept food form their parents and to make them 
last outdoors. The entrance hole must be of the right 
size for the species. Big enough for easy access but not 
so big to invite starlings to take over the house or allow 
casts or racoon to reach in. 1 1/8 to 1 ¼ is my pick for 
the entrance hole and 6x6x8 inch the house dimension. 
The box needs a door to clean it out. Commercial hous-
es usually have the front fold down. This is problematic 
if you are on a ladder to clean out the old nest with the 
debris falling all over you. I make them with a side door instead. Well-made Blue bird houses can 
be purchased “on line” for violet green swallows. They are for sale around $30. One should not paint 
the house to allow the wood to breeze. Placing a perch at the entrance is a mistake; it gets in the way 
of feeding the chicks. This an old country idea for European starlings who like it to perch on and 
sing to defend their territory. Wrens, chickadees and nuthatches will use nest boxes and they could 
be of the same dimensions as the swallow house or smaller. 

Placing the house is species specific again. Violet green swallows particularly like them high in the 
gable under the eaves. Facing east or south east catches the warm morning sun and avoids the hot 
afternoon sun. A house wren likes it lower perhaps at a wood shed. The pretty Pacific slope fly-
catchers readily nest in a half open house placed under the eaves of low buildings. American robins 
love a simple shelf, also under the eave because they have become vise to the crows detecting their 
beautiful turquoise eggs in a nest in a bush. A barn swallow appreciates a shelf (even just two big 
nails) to build their mud nest against a beam in a barn. March is the time to mount the bird house 
in your yard or in the woods. 

Mason bees hatch March to April when the outside temperature rises above 12 degree Celsius. 
Now is the time to place new bee “condos” in your yard. I experimented with ceramic house for 
them since one I have works so well in being used year after year. I observed the bees were clean-
ing out old bores more than they do in wood blocks.  I made a number of them last spring for bee 
enthusiasts but when I placed the at the wood block position, they ignored them and used wooden 
ones. Other people had better success with the ceramic houses. Given the many hours to make the 
ceramic condos I am switching back to wooden condos. The trick seems to be to out up enough 
new houses to maintain a healthy population.  The holes should be 5/16 inch diameter no more no 
less to encourage the bees to use them. The best place is under an eave facing east to south east for 
optimum temperatures. 

Various proper bird nest boxes and bee condos are available at the Saturday Market from 9:30 am 
to 12: pm.

There is so much joy in having living things around you.

Mason bees & Violet-green swallows
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An Unpainted Portrait: Bogwash
By Leo Simmons

ARTS&LIT

Living Well: How Do I Love Thee?
By Verna Isbister

COMM INFO

Bogwash. Def: a service generously provided for small boys 
- free of charge - by groups of much larger boys, whereby a free 

and thorough cleaning of the entire head is on offer. This service is 
facilitated in any one of several lavatory bowls situated in the oldest, 
coldest toilet block. Warm water or pity are not available options.

There is a very real chance that this feature of my school days 
was not confined to Ridgeway Secondary, however since I didn't 
have the opportunity to sample the culture within other establish-

ments, I grew up believing it was unique to our collection of obnoxious adolescent 
males...

The ‘Bogwash’ was one of the unpleasant manifestations of the pseudo-hierarchi-
cal society at Ridgeway. The most probable victims of the process/rite of passage/
assault were first year students and/or small. Even at the tender age of eleven, we 
had a few peers who sported startling signs of intimidating size and even beard 
growth. Robert Prince, for example, was six inches taller than me, could pass for 
fifteen and was annoyingly good looking. Along with his family’s evident wealth, 
this gave him an air of easy confidence. He was even popular, which I thought was 
an extremely unfair garnish to his already brimming bowl of good fortune.

 Usually, just being small was enough to make you a target, which meant that in 
some cases age factors could be dispensed with. This made the diminutive Martin 
Bracklespink’s life hell for a number of years, as if the poor guy didn’t have enough 
to handle, what with a name like that and the physical presence of a tiny, nervous 
shrew. Sometimes there was a pattern to the random application of the torture, 
but mostly the hapless individual was in the wrong place at the wrong time (and 
of course, of the wrong size) and thus fell foul of the perpetrators. In other words, 
it could happen to anyone – so long as they were small...

The process of ‘lavée de bog’ - as we non-French-speakers sometimes referred to 
it as we tried to make light of its dark cloud - was brutally simple. First, following 
the onset of boredom and usually through a haze of illicit cigarette smoke, a naive 
or unsuspecting target was acquired. Occasionally the unwary would foolishly 
entered the toilet block, but most often they were simply in that part of the school 
yard. There wasn’t ever an excuse, but the evil-doers could always think of some-
thing to justify their cruelty. It might, for example, be a deficiency in height, an 
excess of circumference, having the temerity to wear spectacles, or most damna-
bly, having somehow offended the delicate sensibilities of one of the bullies (which 
could of course include any of the aforementioned transgressions).

Upon entering – voluntarily or otherwise - the cold, stone and tile Victorian toi-
let block, the hapless small person was seized by larger, deep-voiced boys hiding 
behind the drifting strata of cigarette smoke which mysteriously appeared within 

during break times. Many hands would 
relieve the struggling victim of the trou-
ble of walking, and he would be carried 
into a cubicle. Once there, he would be 
forced - head first - into the toilet bowl 
while a ‘helpful’ hand flushed the toilet. 
The press of human bodies in such a 
confined space usually muffled the in-
evitable shrieks and squeals emanating 
from the brutally bogwashed boy.

It was a vile practice which as far as I 
could tell, went completely unpunished 
by the faculty. The problem seemed to 
be that nobody ever reported the matter 
to the authorities, although any teacher 
with his/her head screwed on would be 
hard pushed to not have any idea about 
what was happening when small, trau-
matized students kept turning up for a 
lesson after break time with dripping 
hair and a wet pair of shoulders.

Thankfully, my experience of this par-
ticular little horror remained only vi-
carious. Being particularly short during 
my first two years at the school, I was 
likely to be high on the list of potential 
victims, however a strange anatomical 
quirk had seemingly provided me with 
the storage capacity of a human several 
times my actual size. This meant that 
I could postpone that particular bodi-
ly function until I had the opportunity 
to visit a more secure washroom else-
where on the site. There I could safely 
open the sluice gates. 

Sadly, of all the reflections I am left with 
upon this one aspect of my school life 
all those years ago, the most meaning-
ful is the wish that this latter ability had 
endured into my middle age…

With Valentine’s Day only three days away, you still have time to plan something lovely for that special someone in your 
life.  As Elizabeth Barrett Browning asks, “How do I love thee? Let me count the ways.” I invite you to begin making a 

list of all the ways that you adore the special loves in your life.  Next find some red or floral paper, fold it in half, slip your list 
inside and voilá, a card is born and ready for the 14th.

As a child, I remembered the Lawrence Welk Show, where bubbles blew out of a bubble machine to the tune of Tiny Bubbles.  
If this season finds you in a tiny bubble of your own, use this occasion to reflect back on those people who you have loved over 
your lifetime and those who have loved you.  Perhaps, you are sheltered with your loyal animal friends.  I know that dogs, cats, 
horses, alpacas, llamas, donkeys and even chickens bring much love into our lives.  

Chocolates, flowers and gifts are customary on this holiday and Denman Island provides us with all.  Denman Island Choco
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lates comes in many enticing varieties.  So wheth-
er you want to add some Razzle Dazzle or some 
Zesty Orange to your relationship or move your 
love to more spiritual heights with Holy Mole or if 
you need some extra fun, buy Cocoa Loco. There’s 
also a Valentine assortment called Heart of Gold.  
A piece of chocolate every day reduces our risk of 
heart disease.  For flowers in February, create a 
bouquet of wild ferns and greenery from the forest 
and roadsides.  The Denman Craft Shop is featur-
ing many heartfelt gifts.

Cook a favorite meal with wine from Corlan Vine-
yard and purchase seafood, vegetables or meat 
from local producers. The Guest House is offering 

a special Valentine’s Day take-out dinner complete with wine pairings or order 
from the Shack N Wagon. Your efforts will be much appreciated and enjoyed.

To top it all off, clear the kitchen dance floor and put on some of your favorite love 
songs from the past.  Neil Young’s Harvest Moon would be at the top of my list. 
Graeme and I met at Vanier High School in Courtenay:

When we were strangers
I watched you from afar

When we were lovers
I loved you with all my heart

It also brings back memories of my husband’s cancer diagnosis and my heart’s 
longing:

Because I’m still in love with you
I want to see you dance again

Because I’m still in love with you
On this harvest moon.

So, yes, we’re still dancing …

Music is so evocative of times, places 
and emotions.  Start making your play-
list for a night of musical reminiscences.  
How about Van Morrison’s-Have I Told 
You Lately that I Love You or The Beat-
les’-All My Loving?  If your bubble is 
small, you can really kick up your heels!

This weekend our daughter is getting 
married on February 13 (Covid rules: 
10 guests and no reception).  Love in 
the time of Covid replaces Gabriel 
Garcia Marquez’s Love in the Time of 
Cholera.  The couple have chosen two 
songs to be sung during their ceremony.  
Wildflowers by the Wailin’ Jenny’s:

You belong among the wildflowers
You belong on a boat out at sea

You belong with your love on your arm
You belong somewhere you feel free 

and Rhianna’s We Found Love:
Yellow diamonds in the light

Now we’re standing side by side
As your shadow crosses mine
What it takes to come alive

We found love in a hopeless place (or a 
Covid place)

What I’ve learned is that love never 
fails. Love can be found in many places.
 Love is worth celebrating.  Now it’s time 

for a slow dance

Bowser 
Pharmacy

WE ARE YOUR NEAREST FULL 
SERVICE FAMILY PHARMACY

• Locally owned & operated
• Free compliance packaging

• Accept all insurance cards
• Smoking cessation program

We Accept Payment By Credit Cards/Debit Cards/e-
transfer/Cheque and Cash At Pharmacy

We do free delivery every Friday at Denman Medical 
Clinic. Delivery direct to your home. Non emergency 

delivery by Canada Post mail. Emergency delivery 
within 2 hours

Send your prescription; Manage your 
medications, anytime anywhere Diem 

health for IDA Mobile app - available iPhone 
and Android phone.

Hours of operations: Monday-Friday 9am - 5pm
Saturday-10am-2.00pm

Phone: 250-757-8631               Fax: 250-757-8632
bowserpharmacy@gmail.com

www.guardian-ida-pharmacies.ca
112-6996 Island Hwy W., PO Box:8, Bowser, BC, V0R 1G0

Transferring of your existing prescription is very simple, 
just talk to our Pharmacist. We will do the rest.

Alf woke up one morning last week well rested after a successful night of lucid 
dreaming, an Astral voyage where he spent time with friends. 

But now he was getting worried.  He found he was immobile, he could not feel 
his limbs and he could not move even a finger. His eyelids were frozen shut. He 
thought maybe I am still asleep and dreaming. He tried to meditate, to go into a 
lucid state but now he found himself frozen out of that too. After all this time of 
controlling his out of body experiences, he now was trapped it seemed.  His wife 
nudged him but he could not move. Now she was worried and she started yelling 
at him.  The sound of items crashing around the bedroom made him feel better 
and he could feel the mirror under his nose as she checked to see if he  was breath-
ing.  In his panic he held his breath. 

Oh shit. She called 911, the doctor, the family. What with the pandemic, all sort 
of said well it must be his time. The funeral home wanted no part of him, he was 
a cheapskate and his Will said he wanted a Viking Funeral, burning boat and hel-
met. Or what if they found the older Will first and they bury me alive?, he asked 
himself.

The kids came and put his naked body on the pyre, but with helmet and sword, it 
was too cold for the boat thing.  As the flames got hotter, he still could not move 
and he passed out again, finally.

He woke up again to find himself in his bed. Oh thank god it was a dream.
But oh no!  He found he could not move.

Comatose Dreams
By Richard Balfour

ARTS&LIT
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I     happened to be looking at the Denman facebook page last week when I no-
ticed the long thread about trespassing on the island, and a video someone had 

captured of some older men making their way to the beach. Well, I scrolled on by, 
as people do on a screen, only to be struck by this thought in the middle of the 
night, “how can there be trespassers when the land is not ours?!” 

Only in very recent history has the idea of private property held any sway on 
the west coast. It wasn’t until 1861, when the Governor offered land for $1 per 
acre in the Comox Valley that the Crown began deeding land to settler’s that was 
not theirs to give away. Since time in immemorial, Denman Island has been part 
of Pentlatch, Qualicum, and K’omox traditional territory. Not until the land was 
cleared of it’s people through diseases and desperation, could the crown come in 
and claim it, divide it up with artificial boundaries, and sell what was not theirs. 
There has never been a treaty relinquishing this land to the Queen. And even if 
there was a treaty, most of them were fraudulent, made under duress or not con-
sented to by all the people of the nation. 

The K’omox people now live on a postage stamp sized reserve. And here we are 
on a beautiful island demanding that community members do not step foot on 
‘our properties.’ The greatly quoted (and mis-quoted) Chief Seattle said “The earth 
does not belong to us, we belong to the earth.” Belonging to the earth sounds like a 
humbling practice that needs to be taken up and re-membered, as our bodies will 
always go back to the earth. And the will land continue on, lived on by the river 
otters, eagles, rats and ravens, fir trees, English ivy, disappearing chocolate lilies 
and cottonwood. 

This culture favours the individual. People want houses big enough for four fam-
ilies, and a wide berth of privacy around them. This does not foster community. 
There are No Trespassing signs posted now in places I have walked for the past 20 
years. The Commons shrinks. No more access to amazing south end wet lands, no 
berry patch, no walk down chocolate lily lane, no beach access. Yes, we can give 
space to the dwellings of each other, we can move quietly and respectfully across 
the land, but a No Trespassing sign is the end of a conversation. What does that 
really mean? What do you really want? Put that on a sign.

In the city, many people have learned that the best way to not have your car broken 
into, is to leave it unlocked. This too could be said for land. I write this from the 
privileged place of now having a place that I call my ‘own.’  But rather than fence 

No Trespassing
By Philippa Joly

OP/ED

it off from others, my land mates and I 
have built a trail that can be easily ac-
cessed, so those who want to, can move 
freely across the land. I understand 
that this land is not mine, but a place 
I share with the nut hatches, the deer, 
the raccoon, the rough skinned newt, 
the sword fern, the moss, the cedar tree 
and the other humans who make their 
homes on this island. All over Europe, 
land is kept in common by the Com-
mon’s act. You not only cannot put up 
No Trespassing signs, you actually need 
to make a right of way so people can 
cross the land. There are fences, but 
with steps to welcome people to cross 
them. 

No Trespassing signs can go the way of 
Winnie The Pooh’s. The sign above his 
door says “Trespasser’s W.” Which, he 
tells Piglet, was the name of his Grand-
father. Let all No Trespassing signs now 
be a thing of the past. Let the gates be 
open, welcoming each other to roam 
(but close the gate behind you to keep 
the cows in.) Let’s foster community 
and inquiry, especially in these times 
of scarcity, change and upheaval. Ask 
yourself, what are you afraid of? What 
do you have to lose? What do you have 
to share? Notice how good it feels to 
share. Then go out for a wander and 
wonder at the generosity of this land.

Israel has long regarded itself as a small European-like nation in an “unfriendly neighbourhood”. Alas, Israel is the only 
Middle East state with nuclear weapons; it is one of the world’s leading exporters of arms and military/surveillance/policing 

technology & training. (See Israeli Jeff Halper’s War Against the People: Israel, The Palestinians & Global Pacification, 2015).  
Those weapons, we are told, have greater value in the marketplace because they have been “field-tested” on Palestinians. That 
doesn’t sound very friendly to me.

Defenders of Israel and the status quo invariably express their support for peace in the form of a   “two-state solution”.  It sounds 
so fair, so benign. Why has it been touted for so many decades as the answer to a seemingly intractable situation, and yet 
remains further from becoming a reality than ever before?  Because the language is used to lull the international community 
into non-action, while Israel continues its settler-colonial project of populating and controlling the whole territory, “from the 
Jordan River to the Mediterranean Sea”.

A two-state solution would of course, preserve Jewish supremacy in Israel, recently enshrined by Israel’s “Nation State Law”. 
Presently 20% of Israel’s population is Palestinian, living as lesser citizens. They are a small enough minority to be safe. The 
dilemma posed by a one-state solution, which would include the West Bank & Gaza, is that Palestinians would then make 
up fully one-half of the overall population, and as Israeli apologist Prof. Alon Ben-Meir contends, that would “undercut 
its [Israel’s] democratic nature”. (1) Translated, that means: one state would confirm to the world that Israel is an apartheid 
regime, where the Palestinian half of its population lives under its cruel thumb. 

Language Shapes Thinking: The “Two-state Solution”
& Israeli Apartheid By Sally Campbell

OP/ED
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Greg Colquhoun
Owner

www.septicndrain.ca
gcsepticndrain@gmail.com

Servicing the Comox Valley, Strathcona and
Nanaimo Regional Districts.

This fact has finally come to the forefront in an explosive report published 
January 12th by Israel’s human rights organization, B’Tselem: “A Regime of Jewish 
Supremacy from the Jordan River to the Mediterranean Sea: This is Apartheid”. This 
was followed January 16th by an editorial in The Guardian, usually a bastion of 
liberal Zionism, entitled: The Guardian View of Israel and Apartheid: Prophecy or 
Description?  Then on January 21st, Nathan Thrall, former Director of the Arab-
Israeli Project at the International Crisis Group, out of Jerusalem, published an 
essay in the London Review of Books: The Separate Regimes Delusion: Nathan 
Thrall on Israeli Apartheid.  Each one of these is well worth the read.  The gist of 
these writings is that the Israeli state pretends the West Bank & Gaza are somehow 
a separate regime from it. That Israel is a democracy and the occupation (since 
1967) of the West Bank and Gaza is somehow temporary, so military rule and 
separate laws “over there” are ok. And actually this is all an illusion, carefully-
crafted to preserve Israel’s image as “the only democracy in the Middle East”.  The 
Israeli government’s use of language to confuse and distract is brilliant.

Once people realize Israel’s bureaucratic grip over life in the occupied Palestinian 
territories (and the old colonial-style role of the Palestinian Authority as its 
enforcer), it becomes clear that the occupied Palestinian territories, including Gaza, 
have long been de facto annexed. Medical care, mobility, land, housing, access to 
water, education, roads, buses – these and many more aspects of Palestinian life 
are under Israeli control.  Maps of Israel show no demarcation between Israel and 
the occupied territories. The territories are referred to as Judea and Samaria by 
Israelis. Nearly 700,000 Jewish settlers now live in the occupied territories and 
Palestinian East Jerusalem; they’re not leaving anytime soon. There is no place 
left for Palestinians to have a state. Israel has worked hard to lay down what it 
cynically calls “facts on the ground” to establish its claim to the whole of the land.

Nonetheless, these recent publications are strong indicators of a shift in the 
discourse. The writers named above show how the Zionist idea of Jewish 
supremacy has led to the ugly reality of apartheid. And once we understand that 
apartheid doesn’t have to be everywhere in a country to still be “an apartheid 

regime”, Israel is exposed. People don’t 
like apartheid. It is a powerful word 
eliciting strong distaste. South African 
former Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
has long condemned Israeli policies 
as “humiliating” and endorsed non-
violent boycott and divestment as 
a means of reversing “decades-long 
support for the apartheid regime”.(2)  

Many prominent Jewish intellectuals 
(such as American writer/academic 
Peter Beinart and Israeli-Canadian 
filmmaker/journalist Lia Tarachansky) 
have taken the blinders off and 
recognized that their Judaism is better 
expressed by working for equality & 
freedom for all, than by the sorry clinging 
to the idea of a Jewish supremacist state. 
That was a bad idea in the first place and 
it is now being exposed for what it is.  
Let’s use language to clarify and name 
injustice, not to muddy the waters.

(1)-Ben-Meir, Alon, Biden’s Opportunity 
to End Israel-Palestine Conflict, Peace 
Magazine, Jan.-March, 2021.

(2)-Desmond Tutu: Israel guilty of apartheid 
in treatment of Palestinians, The Jerusalem 
Post, 10 March, 2014.

Finding Strength
by Thomas Provençal

When desperation comes to call
it’s hard to carry on.

When your world feels like a wall 
and all your hope is gone.

Though your heart beats in your 
breast,

self-pity it can spread.
The world’s awaiting your behest; 

don’t quarantine instead.
Find a star, absorb its light.

For your soul it shines,
the force of love there to ignite.

Your strength of will aligns.
Find the joy around you.
It’s breathing in the trees.

Allow a partner in to crown you
to co-create as you please.

Corrections to 
February Calendar

• There is no LTC meeting on 
the 23rd

• the CAP Site hours are
Wed & Thu 4-7pm
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• DOWN •
1. Chicago 		
      lyricist
2. Congressional 	
      caucus
3. False god
4. Bomb 		
      fragrant
5. Bigot
6. Group beliefs
7. Masked fur 		
     bearer, for 		
     short
8. Cuckoo
9. Aura
10. Aspiration
11. Not mine
12. A Crosby
13. Ancient 		
      Tokyo
21. Be contrite
23. Watery parts 	
       of milk
26. High 	         	
      ranking 	             	
      Ottoman
27. Bring down
28. Cartoon 		
      genre
29. Grimace of 		
      contempt
30. Bavarian 	       	
      range
31. Sand bank
32. Analyze 		
      sentences
33. European 		
      viper

• ACROSS •
1. Back flows
5. Go over
10. Physics unit
14. Dull as 		
      dishwater
15. Do penance
16. Crucifix
17. Feral pig
18. Church 		
      singers
19. 100 cents 		
      overseas
20. Clear and 		
      shrill
22. Colony of bees
24. Kisser
25. A little 		
      resistance
26. Clark Kent’s 		
      newspaper
29. All there
31. Curative water
34. Excellent
35. Filling
36. Came down 		
      with
37. Liquid refuse
39. Jazz genre
40. Saber
42. Cloth edge
43. Cousin of 		
      aloha
45. Alleviate
46. Beatitudes 		
      verb
47. Audition
48. He may be 		
      high

50. Addition 		
      column
51. Bluewing
52. Far from 		
      sleepy
54. Granted
57. At the summit 	
      of
58. Up to a time 	
      that
60. Awaiting reply
62. Drifting
63. Brooder’s 		
      perch
64. Is congenial
65. Milady’s
66. Devoid of 		
      content
67. Benevolent 		
      group

• LAST WEEK’S ANSWERS •• LAST WEEK’S ANSWERS •

35. African 		
      wading bird
38. After a while
41. Bravo!
44. Set of teeth
48. Buildings 		
      and land
49. Blade
50. Big state
51. Certain 	       	
      dance
52. Altar area
53. Evil grin
54. At the peak 		
      of
55. Bad deed
56. Knock flat
57. Dismissing 		
      comment
59. Artesian 		
      appellation
61. Part of RSVP

• GRAPEVINE CROSSWORD •• GRAPEVINE CROSSWORD •

MARCH CALENDAR
deadline is

FRIDAY FEB 19TH
theislandsgrapevine@gmail.com

www.stofergallery.com 
Mr.Stofer
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By Peter Karsten

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jean Ferry                                                                  
1927-2021

  

  

AAfftteerr  aa  wweellll--lliivveedd  lliiffee,,  ttrraavveelllliinngg  &&  ddooiinngg  wwhhaatt  sshhee  lloovveedd,,  JJeeaann  ddiieedd  ppeeaacceeffuullllyy  aatt  tthhee      
CCoommooxx  VVaalllleeyy  SSeenniioorrss  VViillllaaggee  LLoonngg  TTeerrmm  CCaarree  RReessiiddeennccee  oonn  SSaattuurrddaayy,,  JJaannuuaarryy  3300tthh..  

AAss  sshhee  rreeqquueesstteedd,,  tthheerree  wwiillll  bbee  nnoo  sseerrvviiccee..  HHeerr  aasshheess  wwiillll  bbee  ssccaatttteerreedd  bbootthh  oonn  DDeennmmaann  
IIssllaanndd  &&  aatt  tthhee  CCaammppbbeellll  RRiivveerr,,  wwhheerree  GGeeoorrggee’’ss  wweerree  ggiivveenn  fflliigghhtt  iinn  22000088..  

IInn  rreemmeemmbbrraannccee,,  ddoonnaattiioonnss  mmaayy  bbee  ggiivveenn  ttoo  tthhee  HHoorrnnbbyy  DDeennmmaann  CCoommmmuunniittyy  HHeeaalltthh  
SSoocciieettyy  ((wwwwww..hhoorrnnbbyyddeennmmaannhheeaalltthh..ccoomm))  iinn  tthhaannkkss  ffoorr  tthhee  wwoonnddeerrffuull  sseerrvviicceess                                  

tthheeyy  pprroovviiddee  ttoo  tthhoossee  iinn  nneeeedd..  



 



 

• FOR SALE

MATHER FARM: Hay For Sale -  $5 - 
$6/bale - 335-0243 

PALESTINIAN DATES Truly the 
best ever! I’m ordering soon. 
All proceeds to Jordan Valley 
farmers. $20 for 2lb. box. sally@
sallycampbellmediator.ca Or call 
(250) 335-2272. 

PREMIUM GRADE Hand Split Cedar 
Shakes. All sizes available and can 
be customized. Call or text 335-
0104 

WAGNER FIREWOOD. 2 cords to 
Denman, $540 plus GST.  Hornby 
$560 plus tax.  Text or call Scott at 
250-334-7323 

APPLIANCES FOR SALE. Ranges, 
washers, dryers, fridges, 
dishwashers, gas/electric range. 
All fully restored and come with a 
full six month warranty. Call Rick 
Graham 335-0954.

• SERVICES

IT’S TIME TO HAVE UNWANTED 
RUBBISH REMOVED, LAWNS CUT, 
GARAGE CLEANED,ETC. SPRING 
CLEAN UP TIME IS UPON US, SO 
LET US HELP YOU WITH YOUR 
CHORES. CALL 250-335-2390 - 
BRIAN

AVAILABLE FOR REPAIR, 
renovations, ground up 
construction, welding. Specialize 
in concrete.  The Sober Cowboy 
Construction. Give a call to 
2507025117. 

DB EXCAVATIONS AND CLEARING 
(Dorian Baker) Equipment: 040 
Excavator, 080 Excavator, Skid-
Steer Services: Land-clearing, 
Power Installations, Landscaping, 
Trenching, Site Prep. Licensed tree 
faller available. Coming soon if 
interest shown a mulching head 
for clearing, tree trimming and 
broom removal. Great alternative 

• CLASSIFIED ADS •• CLASSIFIED ADS •

to burn piles. Call or 
text 250-465-1889 or  
email dorianbaker56@
gmail.com 

THORLACIUS TRUCKING 
Top soil, bark mulch, 
gravel and sand.  Call 
Chris & Lora, 250-650-
9986. denmantruck@
gmail.com

MR. FIX-IT PLUMBING & All 
household major and small 
appliances. All large and small 
machinery. Yard machinery, 
chainsaws, outboards, automotive, 
sharpening, welding and 
fabricating. Call Rick Graham 335-
0954.(HI)

GUTTERS seamless, supply 
and install also repairs, for free 
estimate contact Kevin at 250 
335 1986 or cell at 250 667 3233. 
Serving All Areas. 

MAGNIFICENT TOPSOIL, (Serving 
Denman & Hornby since 1988) 
Bark Mulch, all gravels, Bison 
compost, Treework, site clean up, 
fir mill end firewood, roof tear off, 
demolition. High grade lumber. 30 
years local Entpr. Call Dave 218-
9667.(DI)

• COMMUNITY NOTICES

COMMUNITY SERVICES FROM 
DENMAN WORKS Projector 
and screen: Book with Abraxas 
Books and Gifts 250-335-2731 
abraxas9@telus.net  Zoom 
meetings (unlimited time and free 
recording): See denmanworks.
wordpress.com/contact/ 

• LOST&FOUND

PAIR OF GLOVES on Lake Road. Call 
250-792-2770 to claim.

• WANTED

WE ARE LOOKING to buy an 
Airstream trailer in good condition.  
We are also taking orders for Mille 
Fleur bantam chicks.  Phone 335-
1088. 
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•  ( H )  H o r n b y  •  ( D )  D e n m a n  •  ( U B )  U n i o n  B a y  ••  ( H )  H o r n b y  •  ( D )  D e n m a n  •  ( U B )  U n i o n  B a y  •
•  ( F B )  F a n n y  B a y  •  ( C )  C o u r t e n a y/ C o m ox  ••  ( F B )  F a n n y  B a y  •  ( C )  C o u r t e n a y/ C o m ox  •

• Acupuncture • Margot Davey, R.Ac 778•992•0165 (D/H)
• Chiropractic Care on Fridays • Dr. Dawn Armstrong, DC 465•8482 (D) 
• Massage Clinic • 2796 Northwest Rd. • Leyah Kelly 335•2584 (D)
• DB Excavations & Clearing • Dorianbaker56@gmail.com • call or text 	
						      465•1889 (D)
• Denman Works! • Tony Gregson 250•335•0287 denmanresource@gmail.com (D) 
• Home Town Shredders • Document Shredding • 334•7111 (D/H)
• Edwardsen Tree Service • Jered 250•580•7127 (D) 
• Peter T. Mason • Land Surveying 757•8788 (All)
• Physiotherapy • Christopher Mainella • 514•605•9398 (D/H)
• Physiotherapy & Acupuncture • Carmen B-Gautrais RPT, RTCMP 		
  					          335•2260 (D/H)
• Trees Service • Chipping • Certified faller • Antoine 207•3884 (D)
• Tree Service - Darian Chase • Arborist 218•0404 (All)
• Trueview Treecare, seniors' discount • Wildbill 898•7246 (D/H)
• Music Lessons & Piano Tuning • Scott Knight 604•779•9335 (D/H)
• Piano Tuning & Repair • Greg Joly 250•475•1106 (D/H)

• Denman Activity Centre (Seniors) Rentals  335•3027 (D/H)
• Denman Community Hall Rentals 335•9177 (D/H)
	 2 halls, commercial kitchen, new sound system
	 suitable for concerts, plays, meetings, weddings, etc.

• ACCOMMODATIONS & RENTALS •

• REAL ESTATE • INSURANCE • FINANCIAL SERVICES •
• Bente Pilgaard, RE/MAX The Islands 335•2510 (H/D)
• Cloutier Matthews LLP, Chartered Professional Accountants 338•7367 (All)
• Donna & Janessa Tuele • Royal LePage Hornby 335•1720 (D/H)
• Sylvie Schroeder • Royal LePage Denman Island 335-2551 (D/U)
• Katarina Meglic • Pemberton Holmes Realty 778-557-7429 (D/H)

• BUILDING • CONSTRUCTION •
• Aquarian Systems • Water Cisterns • Ed Hoeppner 335•2037 (D/H)
• Bobcat & Compact Excavator • Steve Isaak 335-1853 (D/H)
• Cal’s Bobcat Services • Auger, Grapple, Rake 613-447-8873 (D/H)
• Dean’s Digger - Mini Excavator & Small Haul 218•4534 (D/H)
• Denman Electric, Licensed, Fully Insured & Bonded 335•3122 (D/H)
• Excavator/Backhoe/Tandem Gravel Truck • Kenny Mather 703•6512 (All)
				         • John Isbister 335•2565 (D)
• Gutters Supply & Install • Kevin 667•3233/335•1986 (ALL) 
• Kinetic Electric, licenced, bonded & insured 335•1741 (D/H)
• Ray Ulovec-Backhoe/Excavator, Septic Installation 335•3145 (D/H)
• Denman Renaissance • tile & stone installation 334•6644 (D/H)
• Roc-Isle Drywall, Harvey Hodgins • 35 yrs exp. ‘certified’ 334•4776 (D/H)
• Seaside Electric • Licenced, Bonded & Insured 702-0570 (D/H)
• Tandem gravel truck & transfer trailer • Grant Morrison 335•0702 (D/H)
• Water Tanks & Cisterns • Steve Isaak 335•1853 (All)

• SERVICES •

• BUSINESS DIRECTORY •• BUSINESS DIRECTORY •
THIS WEEK’S EVENTS

THURSDAY 11

FRIDAY 12

SATURDAY 13

MONDAY 15

TUESDAY 16

WEDNESDAY 17

THURSDAY 18

SUNDAY 14

• RECYCLING CENTRE 2-6pm
• BOTTLE DEPOT 2-6pm
• CAP SITE 4-7pm
• FOOD BANK 4-7pm

• RECYCLING CENTRE 9-5pm 
• BOTTLE DEPOT 9-5pm
• FREE STORE 9am-dark

• RECYCLING CENTRE 2-6pm
• BOTTLE DEPOT 2-6pm
• CAP SITE 4-7pm
• FOOD BANK 4-7pm

• RECYCLING CENTRE 2-6pm
• BOTTLE DEPOT 2-6pm
• CAP SITE 4-7pm

• AA Meeting DI United Church 7pm

VALENTINE’S DAY

BC FAMILY DAY


