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TENERAL STORE, 10TH
ANNIVERSARY OF
GRUMPY OWNERSHIP
CELEBRATIONS
oJuly7and 11 »

Mark it on your calendar

Prizes!!! Draws!!! Giveaways!!!!!

Check our Facebook Page for more details

Hard working fun. loving staff. Grumpy boss who likes to
mark his calendar with bright neon. colours. He- says it is

the- highlight of his day.

DENMAN HARDWARE NEWS
Summer is here.

You’ve bought our seeds and bedding plants

and now they require water. Water requires
a hose, and we have an assortment of hoses
and all the bits and pieces that hoses require.

M-F 9-1 Sat 10-1
e denmanhardware@gmail.com e 335-2400 e

he Denman
Vsland
General Stores
10th (L]ear
Ouwnership
Celebrations!

| July 7th & 'I'I’ch)

Sylvie Schroeder

Personal Real Estate Corporation

250-898-9199

WHAT'S NEW . . .

Thinking of selling
or Buying but
wondering what is
happening at this

time ...
And is it still a
good time to sell
or buy???

Call me with your questions and
I am happy to chat!

www.sylvieschroeder.com
ROYAL LEPAGE X .
s 11111 - SYWVie@sylvieschroeder.com

IMA’S KITCHEN

1840 Northwest Road

Organic Bakery: Vegan ice cream shop:
Tues. & Fri. 11AM-8PM every day 9AM-dark

Find us at the market on Saturdays!
www.madeinimaskitchen.com

Friesen Family Construction
Ltd
Building for the future
Local Licensed Builder
2-5-10 Warranty 250-465-2375
www.friesenfamilyconstruction.com

Available for Summer Start

Open Tues to Fri 10-4 - Sat 11-4

Weekly Produce boxes available and all groceries
available to order via online store now. Either
pick up at door or have delivered Fridays
* www.weinbergsfood.com *

www.weinbergs8.mybigcommerce.com

RE/MAX The Islands
Bente Pilgaard

Managing Broker, Realtor

250-792-0128

www.islandsrealestate.com

Summer is here...
Thinking of selling?

Call Bente for a free consultation.
..we have buyers waiting.
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DARYL MCLOUGHLIN CELEBRATES 10
YEARS OF THE GENERAL STORE

By Anthony Gregson « Photo by Dreadful Imagery SPECIAL INTEREST
Nothin§ says home on Denman quite like the tall false front of the

General Store, only missing a hitching post instead of the gas pump. That is
because the most important part of home is tlEat it is always there. Denman has had
the General Store for over a century — since 1908, 112 years ago. For an indepen-
dent business to survive for a hundred years under the same name with the same
services, and even in the exact same spot, is
remarkable by any standard.

This week the General Store celebrates an
important anniversary: Daryl McLoughlin,
ak.a. the notorious Grumpy, Manager,
Propane Tank Filler and Chiet Economist,
Denman Island General Store and Post
Office World Headquarters, took over in July
ten years ago, becoming the fifth owner in
the history of the store. Daryl and his fellow
investors (his wife, his brother, and a buddy,
Tony) took over from the family of Mike
Comeau, who had passed away.

The late Sir David Tang, infamous for his
agony uncle column in the Financial Times,
was once in a restaurant in New York empty
of diners but for himself. Running an emp-
ty restaurant, the owner told him, is an art.
The same might be said for many businesses
on rural islands with small populations and
plenty of competition. Daryl knows that he
stands on the shoulders of all the earlier own-
ers who passed on a viable business.

Propane tank filler

Taking on the General Store was certainly a challenge. A lot of businesses on rural
islands are not so much investments as jobs, although, at a staff of twelve, the Gen-
eral Store is a significant employer by Denman standards. Friends were dubious.
They said, You are putting your savings into a store. What if it fails> I repliled, “Than
I start over” Then they said, “Then do it”

At one time the general store was a staple of every rural or backwoods community,
but its niche has always been challenged, by the mail order catalogue, by the au-
tomobile, urbanization, and more recently, the big box store and now, the web. “If
the store stood still,” Daryl says, “it would not survive” Every owner of the General
Store has had to have a strategy.

Daryl took a year to think about it before making any changes. One of the first
things he noticed was that a lot of people came by just to talk, without buying any-
thing. That told him that the General Store is a gatf‘lering Elace. “People should not
feel they have to buy anything,” he says. “It sort of ruins the atmosphere.” Growin

up in Comox and graduating from Vanier High at a time when the Valley was sti

a quiet backwater, Daryl knew something about it. “My parents would come home
and talk about seeing some people downtown they didn’t know or having to park

the car a block of two away from the store.”

BringinE more people into the store was obviously key. The café, famous for its cin-
namon buns, was closed when he took over. ”The café f’ust didn’t make any money;,”
he says, beloved as it was by the regulars. “Everyone always wants to see a summer
food service but on Denman, it’s always going to be a struggle.” Moving the Canada
Post office into the store from out baci where now is the Cheshire Cat was a way to

achieve that goal without putting pressure on people to buy.

Daryl looked at the role of the General Store in meeting islander needs. It was never

possible to stock everything; people would al TS
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SYLVIE MARCIL MEDICAL FUNDRAISER OTIDETABLE™

By Mar'y Hicks . . . COMM INFO MW@J
Sylvze Marcil and her family have been dear friends of our family and valued com- 2020-07-02

munity members on Denman Island for many years. People know Sylvie as a Mom, friend, and (Thursday)
many, many know her as a caregiver. She has volunteered and worked with the school, with chil- | Time Height
dren and families over the years. She is a very loving, caring person who has touched many lives. | PDT  (m) (ft)
Some have been fortunate enough to know her children as well. Her son Maika has worked at the | 02:56 4.6 15.1
General Store for two summers, and has been a close friend to our son. Her family and close friends | 10:35 0.6 2.0
are doing our best to help Sylvie through this, but she needs more than we alone can do. ég% ‘312 i‘llg
A few weeks ago, she was admitted to Emergency in critical condition. She has undergone major 2312:0.'37'03

. . . : riday)

surgery, with a second one scheduled for the future, each of which will require several months of | i Height
rehabilitation and recovery and she will require living expenses during this time. As well, her tiny | ppT  (m) (ft)
home on Denman is yet to be finished, and will need funds to complete within the next month | 03.40 4.6 15.1
before she returns. 11:20 0.4 1.3

18:51 4.7 15.4
DONATIONS: Can be submitted through her Go Fund Me campaign, google “go fund me Sylvie | 23:48 3.5 11.5
Marcil” it’s the first link. Or Cash donations are also being accepted at the Denman General Store, 2020-07-04
many thanks Daryl and Staff, In the jar labelled Sylvie Marcil’s fundraiser. Any help is greatly ap- . (Saturday)
preciated during this time, as she has been through a tremendous ordeal. Every donation makesa | Time Height

significant difference. Many thanks to all who are able to give support to Sylvie. gf;% Sfrsl) g)S

WESTERN PAINTED TURTLES ON DENMAN 120302 07

19:36 4.9 16.1

By Peter Karsten o Illustration/photo by Peter Karsten SPECIAL INTEREST 2020-07-05
e have a new, confirmed species of reptile adding to the bio-diversity on Denman | ;. (S‘ﬁ‘ggﬁt
Island. PDT (m) (ft)
00:43 35 11.5
I was called about crushed turtle on Swan Road last sum- 05:13 44 14.4
mer. It was a Western painted Turtle with typical bright 12:46 0.2 0.7
red makings on the belly (plastron) and NO red ear patch. 20:17 4.9 16.1
We knew of Red-eared slider turtles (Trachemys scripta el- 2020-07-06
egans) existing in the Morrison Marsh near the McFarlane (Monday)

Time Height
PDT (m) (ft)
01:35 35 11.5

Road but had not found an alive western painted turtles
until now. The scientific name is Chrysemys picta bellii. Al-

though, turtles are fast swimmers they are slow on land and 0601 43 141
people sometimes pick them up take them home and or 1327 03 1.0
release them in to other places. This is unlawful. The spe- 20:56 4.9 16.1
cies is “blue listed” in BC and thus considered endangered. 2020-07-07

It is native to BC and found in the south east Interior and (Tuesday)
southern Vancouver Island where it lives in lakes, ponds Time Height

and slow streams. They can wander considerable distance PDT  (m)  (ft)
of over 1 km from bodies of water. 02:25 34 11.2

06:50 4.2 13.8
14:06 0.5 1.6

I assumed the one killed on Swan Road was trans-located 2132 49 161

by humans and not truly “indigenous” to our Island. A tur-

tle wandering on a vehicle road is very vulnerable and often (égfgngzdgf,)
mistaken as an escaped pet. I get calls on injured and or- Time Height
phaned wildlife. Once I even picked up a bearded dragon, an Australian lizard, which was returned | PDT  (m) (ft)
to its owner. I received an unidentified turtle on June 16, 2020 found along East Road just north of | 03:16 3.3 10.8
the Macfarlane Road intersection. To my surprise it was a Painted Turtle and not a pet Red-eared | 07:39 4 13.1
slider. The ‘red- ears” have been captured in the southern United States buy the thousands and sold | 14:44 0.8 2.6
in pet shops elsewhere in the US and other countries. They can grow to 16 inch in carapace diam- | 22:06 4.8 15.7
eter in their home range. Once they outgrow their pet terrarium people have released them indis- %Toﬁg;gz;gg

criminately to become alien species. Red-ears will lay eggs up north but they normally do not hatch. | . M50 Lk
This helps to contain their spread, however they will breed with painted turtles and the hybrids eggs | ppt (m)g (ft)

do hatch. Conservationists try to eliminate red-ears and hybrids. This is a very difficult endeavor. | g4.10 31 102
(pers. com. Andrea Gielens, Turtle Conservation Breeding Facility Vancouver Zoo). Releasing and | 0g:30 3.8 12.5
relocating red-ears to the wild in Canada is illegal capturing them is not. Hence it is OK to pick up | 15220 1.2 3.9

a turtle wandering around as long as it is not a native species. Field marks for the Red-eared slider | 22:39 4.8 15.7

are the bright red ear patch and yellow belly (plastron) with round spots. The painted turtle has no
red on its head or neck but extensive red colour on the belly with

... continued on Page 9. ..
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FROM THE CROW’S NEST: Night

By William Thomas « willthomasonline.net ARTS&LIT

T‘hough he tried to anticipate every emergen(cjy they might en-
counter offshore, the captain susFected theyd be blindsided. He just never
thought to take that realization literally.

Still, he sought to forestall the biggest threats: heavy weather, a flooded float, dis-
masting, fire, Thea sick or hurt (hed already set two dislocated

Sailing blind at 10 knots, their only de-
fense against disemboweling the boat
on a waterlogged shipping container
was a sailor’s ready fatalism. But when
endless ranks of storm seas bulked high
on every hand, they came to welcome
the masKing cloak of darkness.

Eventually, they found

fingers). One of them overboard!

How about hazy sextant observations snatched from a pitch-
ing deck, and the tricky tabulations on which their lives would
depend performed on a roller-coaster by a math-challenged
brain ﬁgﬁting nausea and fatigue?

Drawing from the words of those who had gone before, his
own what—;’f scenarios and constant drills, he did his best to
prepare Celerity and her people for the open sea.

His intention was to lay in enough stores, spares and expe-

rience cruising inshore to keep them both alive long enough

to learn the rest of the ropes out there from a strict, uncaring

‘g:acher, whose failing grade was drowning a long way from
ome.

Or infinitely worse, surviving Thea’s loss.

It didn’t help when their nighttime forays into the Geor-
gia Strait were curtailed because they kept hitting logs. As a
day-dweller who treated brief summer nights at 50 North as a
warm tropical prelude, it never occurred to the captain that in

Thea helming at daybreak on the | t
morning of our Fiji landfall after
eight days at sea.

Will Thomas photo

themselves reaching across
the Southeast Trades. Ex-
hausted by constant mo-
tion and flinching from
pistol shots, tennis serves
or heavier blows slapping
hollow hulls, their sun-
baked, sleep-deprived
senses came to welcome
the ritual of shortening
sail and preparing for rest
in the cooling embrace of
each brief dusk.

For at sea in the tropics,
night falls with the abrupt-
ness of a blade severing
daylight from everything
led{ unattended. And as

e interminable rotation
of night watches begins,
you know that for the next
12 hours, whatever comes
next will happen in total

the latitudes of the Southern Cross, theyd be essentially work-
ing the boat blindfolded for 12 hours out of every 24.

Their diurnal deepsea initiation commenced a hundred miles off the Washing-
ton-Oregon coast, where the watchkeeper quickly learned to keep one eye on the
tilting compass card, and the other on each roaring crest as it rushed out of the
darkness to bloom suddenly close aboard - shoving, lifting and harrying them on
their way.

Freed from land’s confines, Celerity wanted to run forever. Night and day were all
the same to her.

But as a distant son of the Serengeti, he would never be free of a hominid’s noctur-
nal concerns. And awe. Easier nights cast the strongest spell: mainsail hard-edged
against Orion, phosphorescence streaming in long, luminous contrails with each
slow wingbeat of the windward ama.

darkness.

The captain’s standing orders called for
the watchstander to scan the horizon
every 10 minutes for the lights of a ship.
Or a field of stars snuffed out by an ap-
proaching squall.

Otherwise, their time was their own!
Lying on the cockpit cushions, gazing
up into a night sky crammed with con-
stellations, felt like steering among the
stars.

#

... continued from Page 2. ..

ways go over to Courtenay where there was greater variety and better prices. But with

a ferry in your life, the store could always offer convenience. With that in mind he set a
simple goal: “The store should have everything you might need if you were stuck on the island for a week and couldn’t leave.”
It is an approach much appreciated, he notes, by summer vacation homeowners, who want to make the most of their stay and

really do not want to have to come and go.

All the same, the competition, however inevitable, has increased. When he took over, Wall Mart was not selling groceries,
Cost Co had not arrived, and Thrifty’s had only one location. Now there is the Superstore, and everyone, big and little, faces
the web and the Amazon behemoths. Yet the General Store has more than held its own. How come?

For one thing, Daryl thinks, the population has shifted and grown, with both more retirees from off-island, and an influx of
KounFer families who have brought a fresh infusion of energy and resources. In the larger scheme of things, he agrees there

as also been a shift in the perception of rural life, away from the withering urbanization that steadily drained smaller com-
munities and seems to have crested in developed societies. It is complex, but suffice to say, rural life has a new cache. When

he grew up, farming in the Comox Valley was not going anywhere. Now there are said to

... continued on Page 5 . ..
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... continued from Page4 ... Dbe over four hundred small farms and growing local is seen as key to sustainability in the
face of climate change.

All this fuels Daryl’s belief that the General Store should be a place where Denmaners can support Denman. Walk-in fridges
and coolers were graduallll_zr1 acquired and are now full of local produce, including meat and fish, vegan alternatives, and re-
gional dairy like yogurt. The on-island market has grown in ways that the off-island competition cannot service.

Not that Daryl is afraid of looking competition in the eye. Much of his career has been spent in the grain business where he
worked with independent farmer-owned coops on the prairies to sell their wheat, pulses, and oilseeds. This meant taking on
the giant agribusinesses and railways like the CPR which does not take to customers with only one point of pickup. “I was oft
Cargill’s Christmas card list pretty quick,” he recalls.

He learned some important lessons. “What goes around, comes around.” For Daryl, honesty is prime. Part of that is walking
the talk. His father who sold cars in the Valley was once advised to buy furniture in Port Alberni where it was way cheaper.
“But people in Port Alberni don’t buy cars from me in Comox,” he replied.

He also believes that you should never take customers for granted. “When we first arrived, I was asked why he thanked every-
one for their support if you are the only store?” Daryl thinks a customer’s business should be earned. That is why he is often
out front on the till and not cooped up in his office.

Daryl believes the store’s survival and growth is owed very largely to his staff, many of whom have been there since he arrived.
“I've managed lots of staff, but this is the best by far,” he says. It is the staff who are the source of most of the ideas, talking with
customers. “They are committed and truly interested in the well-being of the business and in the community.”

You can see the results in the Grapevine ads the store runs every week, almost always featuring new products. The direct
connection between customer and staff gives the store an agility that bigger stores, where inventory is managed at a corporate

level.

It is an old story: the mammals who survived the dinosaurs tended to be small and nippﬁ If the world implodes, as some
denizens of Denmanistan earnestly believe, you may be sure the General Store will still be there with your garlic scapes, craft

beer, or that extra firm tofu. ﬁ?‘

LIVING WELL « Week 15 By Verna Isbister

Summertime and the Living is Easy

COMM INFO

Summer has officially arrived and I can’t help but think back to the songs of sum-
mer. Isn’t it amazing that we can often remember every lyric to our favorite songs,
but can’t remember where we left the car keys? These song choices will date me
but some music is ageless. I hope that these songs and lyrics bring back happy
memories. Feel free to sing-a-long.

Growing up in Comox means that I have to begin with Otis Redding and Sitting
on the Dock of the Bay:

“Sittin’ in the morning sun
I'll be sittin’ when the evenin’ comes”

Who could forget a name like Mungo Jerry and his song, In the Summertime:

“In the summertime when the weather is hot
You can stretch right up and touch the sky
When the weather’s fine ...”

As T've re-listened to these songs, it’s apparent that our culture and language is
hopefully, changing for the better. So please, don't take Jerry’s advice and “have
a drink, have a drive” or be pressured to wear an “itsy bitsy teeney weeney yellow
polka dot bikini”.

And whether it’s Sly and the Family Stone singing about Hot Time in the Sum-
mertime, Seals and Croft singing about the Summer Breeze, “makes me feel fine,
blowing through the jasmine of my mind ..”, or Nat King Cole singing about
Those Lazy, Hazy, Crazy days of Summer, I always looked forward to the end of
June and the sunny, hot days on the beach with my friends with our homemade
tanning solution of baby oil mixed with iodine (whod ever heard of sunscreen?)
and our transistor radios that Van Morrison sang about in Brown Eyed Girl.

We were encouraged to dance the sum-
mer nights away by The Lovin’ Spoon-
ful,

“hot town, summer in the city...
Come-on come-on and dance all night,
despite the heat it’ll be alright”

and Martha and The Vandella’s Dancing
in the Street, which should be our call-
out to this COVID-19 world and espe-
cially to our neighbours to the south:

“Calling out around the world
Are you ready for a brand new beat?
Summer’s here and the time is right

For dancing in the street”

Just remember to wear your masks and
keep your dancing distance! Lucky for
us, we live on Denman Island and can
join the chorus from Weezer’s Island in
the Sun:

“On an island in the sun
We'll be playing and having fun
And it makes me feel so fine
I can’t control my brain”

e-mail me your favourite summer
songs: vernaisbister@hotmail.com

I'm ready for “a brand new beat”!

’3‘
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THE WRECK OF THE ALPHA

By Craig Baird SPECIAL INTEREST

Shipwrecks are nothing new for the area and around Denman and Hornby Island, there are plenty
of ships that have found their way under the sea. While it is not as common anymore thanks to things like GPS, sailing
was a dangerous thing to do during the early 20th century.

This is shown in the wreck of the Alpha,
which sank in just 10 metres of water,
with the loss of nine lives, in a fierce
storm on Dec. 15, 1900.

The ship had been built in 1863 and
was powered by a steam engine. Built
by John Barclay out of Glasgow, it was

owned by Pickford and Black out of
Halifax. The ship had left Victoria at 5
a.m. on the fateful day, loaded with coal
for a trip to Japan. Unfortunately, things
were not going well on the ship with the
bearings overheating twice at the start
of the ship. By noon, a gale was hitting
the ship and by 4:15 p.m., the ship had
passed the Ballenas. At this point, the
ship chartered a new course for Chrome
Island. Shortly after this, the Chief Offi-
cer and Second Mate asked the captain
to turn the ship around and weather the
storm in safer waters until the morning.
The captain decided against this.

At 6:32 p.m., Yellow Rock Lighthouse
was sighted and it was at this moment
the captain realized that he was too
close to the rock and he ordered a hard
move to starboard. It was too late, and
the ship would hit the rocks at eight
knots at 6:45 p.m.

The 67-metre iron steamer still rests at
that spot and has been salvaged heav-
ily by divers. All that remains are steel
plates, machinery and a wide assort-
ment of frames. Today; it is the home for
Rockfish, Sculpins, Warbonnets, Giant
Pacific Octopus and much more.

Information comes from DivingBC.com,
Wrecksite.eu, vimarina.ca

E-mail me at craig@canadaehx.com
Listen to my podcast Canadian History
Ehx on all podcast platforms. g%




FARMERS MARKET FEASTS: Garlic Scape

Pesto By Laura Busheikin SPECIAL INTEREST

G?ﬂic scafes are the flowerstalks of garlic plants. They are de-
1C10US

, and in season now, offering us a mild and sweet hit of fresh garlic
flavour while we wait patiently

e THE ISLANDS GRAPEVINE « JULY 3RD, 2020 ¢ 7 .

as desired), scraping down sides of
bowl with a rubber spatula. With the
machine running, slowly add olive oil
and process until thoroughly incorpo-
rated, about 15 seconds. Then add the

Parmesan (if desired), salt and

(or impatiently) for the bulbs to
mature. Here is a recipe for gar-
lic scape pesto from Denman
resident and cookbook writer
Sally Dyke.

Sally suggests making a large
batch and freezing some in ice-
cube trays. “Throughout the
winter, pop a frozen garlic scape
pesto cube into your soups,
salad dressings, omelets, rice,
sandwich spreads, dips, sauces
or simply tossed with pasta,” she
says.

pepper, and blend for another
five seconds. Add additional
liquid 1 Tbsp at a time to thin
to preferred consistency. Adjust
seasoning to taste. Scrape into a
glass bowl and cover with plas-
tic wrap. This pesto is even bet-
ter when refrigerated for several
hours or overnight.

Will keep for one week refriger-
ated or in freezer for up to three
months.

Find a more detailed ver-

Here’s the recipe:

2 cups coarsely chopped garlic scapes*

1 cup pine nuts, walnuts or sunflower seeds

3 Tbsp. lemon juice, more if preferred

1 cup extra virgin olive oil

1 cup grated Parmesan cheese (leave this out if you prefer a vegan pesto)

Y5 tsp salt or more to taste

more oil, lemon juice or water as needed to puree

*to prepare the scapes, snip off the flowering tip, rinse scapes in cold water, then
roughly chop into half-inch pieces

In a food processor, puree scapes, pine nuts and lemon juice (smooth or coarse

ADAPTABILITY & SUPPORT HELP YOUR
LOCAL BOOKSTORE SURVIVE THE  commineo
PANDEMIC By Trish Weatherall « Photos by Trish Weatherall

When the pandemic hit in March, Abraxas Books & Gifts owner
Tachi Barker wondered whether the business would get through the
financial strain. Now, with solid community support and a new coffee bar, she’s
fee%)ing more confident that Denman’s landmark bookstore of 26 years will remain
in business.

“The pandemic affected sales dramatically, but I'm grateful that the Denman
Corilmlllgity has supported us as much as they have. More people have been buy-
ing local.

Some items actually increased in sales in March and April.

“People being at home spiked the sales of art supplies. Yay to creativity!” Tachi is
an accomplished painter herself.

There was also a spike in dystopic novel sales. “It’s ironic that Emily St. John Man-
del’s new book “The Glass Hotel’ came out during this period” [Emily Mandel’s
2014 novel “Station Eleven”, featured a world devastated by a global pandemic;
“The Glass Hotel,” hinges on a massive global financial crisis.]

Tachi has adapted to the new way of doing business by offering phone and email
orders and curbside delivery on Denman, as well as limiting customers to one at a
time in the store, providing hand sanitizer, social distancing and installing plastic

shields at the counters. ... continued on Page § . ..

sion of this recipe at http://
gourmetbysallyrae.blogspot.
com/2015/06/what-are-garlic-scapes.
html, and more recipes by Sally at http://
gourmetbysallyrae.blogspot.com.

Find garlic scapes, and an abundance
of other local produce, at the Denman
Farmers Market, Saturdays, 9:30 — 12:30
at the Old School Field. Some pre-or-
dering available at www.denmangpa.ca.
Find and like us on Facebook at Den-
man Island Farmers Market.

#

The HDCHCS is planning to hold
a virtual AGM on
September 16th, 2020 beginning at

4:00 pm.

Members who wish to renew their
$5.00 membership or
new members who wish to join for
the exact same amount should go
to http://hornbydenmanhealth.
com/ and scroll down to the
MAKE A DONATION button.

You may also send a cheque to the
HDCHCS at
1965 Sollans Road
Hornby Island, BC
VOR 1Z0
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.- continued from Page 7. .. Reduced store hours during months

of lockdown’ had some benefits. It gave Tachi the opportunity for some
much-needed downtime, to complete upgrades to the Abraxasbooks.ca
website, and preparations for the new coffee bar at the back of the shop.

A lifelong resident, Tachi has raised her son here, too. Three generations of
her family have worked to keep Abraxas going. She is the eighth owner of
the business, her predecessor was her father Juan Barker, who helps out a
few days a week in his semi-retirement; son Theo and one other employee
also work in the shop part-time.

Drawing on her 17 years of experience running The Curve food cart at the
Denman West ferry terminal, she says, “I have been planning the coffee bar
for a long time. In winter, Abraxas needs more income to keep people em-
ployed, and with the trend in businesses combining books and coffee - it
seemed like a natural fit”

She ordered a Class 5 Rancilio espresso machine from Italy (the ‘big sister’
of the machine used at The Curve), but its arrival was dubious. “I call it
‘June, because I ordered it in early March and it didn’t arrive until mid-June
because of the virus!”

The coffee bar is complete with snack bar and seating area for up to 12 peo-
ple, due to limited water and current pandemic social distancing restric-
tions. However, patrons can also use the common ground courtyard space
out the back door. Besides specialty coftee, regular drip and tea (including

Tachi with coffee cup Photo caption: Abraxas
Books & Gifts owner Tachi Barker stands by
one of her paintings in the new coffee bar addi-
tion to the shop — now open!

some from Denman Island Tea Company!), are hot and cold sandwiches, and snack foods - all sourced as locally as possible.

And, though she will miss the canine visitors, health and safety laws also mean that pets are no longer able to come into

Abraxas.

The pandemic also affected scheduled events that contribute to Abraxas’ bottom line, like the book launch for “Voices from
Hornby & Denman Island Home Support 1979-2019” and the Reader’s & Writer’s festival.

“The new café space will be ideal for book readings and art events in the future - things that really facilitate the culture of

the bookstore”

And getting back to books...the website upgrades make it easy to search by title, author, ISBN, or publisher, see what’s in the
store, or see the in-store best seller list, with precise instructions right on the home page, which states:

“At your fingertips are millions of titles to browse at your convenience! With the click of a button, you can also instantly tell

June Espresso machine photo
caption: Abraxas’ new espresso
machine ordered from Italy in
March before the pandemic hit
is named “June” — the month it
finally arrived.

what's on our shelves and what's on order, as well as browse for titles that we would be
more than happy to special order in for you! Anything that you purchase at our online
store may be picked up at our "downtown" location. You don't have to pay until you pick
up your books.” Check out all that Abraxasbooks.ca has to offer.

The past few months, the shop has had very limited hours, but Tachi plans to be back to
fulltime hours in the coming weeks.

The expansion into the coffee business means waking up earlier for Tachi. The coffee bar
is open from 8 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Monday-Friday, Saturday 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., and Sunday
(optionally open — Denman-style) from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.; the books, gifts, office and art
supply, and offices services section is open from Monday-Saturday 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. (for
now). Before 11 a.m. (or anytime) you can access the coffee bar at the back entrance,
through the gate at the right side of Abraxas.

“At this point, 'm not able to staff and operate both sections, due to cost and health reg-
ulations,” she said. “Phase three is here and people are on the move again. I'm looking
forward to the coming months with looser restrictions and added income! The financial
strain of this virus, and the global economic situation isn't over yet, so please support
your local businesses.”

She’s excited to have new neighbours, as the Denman .
... continued on Page 9 . ..
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Craft Shop relocated next door to Abraxas in November 2019. “The Craft Shop gives peo-

ple more reason to come to, or stay in, downtown Denman.”

Tachi also helps support local micro-economies — many of the store’s gift items are made by local artisans and there is a whole
section of local authors including JP McLean, Des Kennedy, and Bill Engleson. She is looking for more local distributors of

gift items, so stop in to see her if you have something to offer.

Tachi again reminds everyone that Abraxas has much more than just books. “We also carry art supplies and a full line of gifts,
games, cards, toys, incense, candles, mugs, socks, puzzles and much more, plus a copier and stationery supplies.”

You can follow Book Gifts (Abraxas Books and Gifts) on Facebook for updates to hours, news and menus! #‘

squiggly patterns. This is easy to see
when you can take one in your hand
(watch for nasty bites) but not at a distance. Turtles like to climb up on
floating logs to bask in sunlight. It helps to search for them. Binoculars
should work to tell that there is no red ear patch or to see the red edges of
the plastron. Our northern subspecies of Painted Turtle can grow to 20
cm. Females grow larger than males. It is doubtful the southern relative
reaches that size in our region. This makes my think that a turtle seen
by bikers a week ago at the road crossing of the Morrison March could
have been a painted turtle. It was describe as enormous with an even-
ly brownish green back. Red-ears raised in captivity are generally fed a
poor diet and too much of it to grow rough and bumpy Plastrons which
is not even coloured. If you see one please take a photo of it and send it
to me with date and location; email: pkarsten@telus.net. I am reporting
the sighting to the MoE. Living on Denman Island is becoming more

.. continued from Page 3 ...

interesting all the time. g%

THE COMPLICATED LIFE OF AN

ENDANGERED BUTTERFLY
By Chris Junck « Taylor’s Checkerspot Butterfly Recovery Project Team

SPECIAL INTEREST

Its too early to tell i ({f the coo erative efforts to re-establish a popu-
lation of the endangered Taylor’s C eckerspot butterfly on Hornby Island and
to improve conditions for them on Denman Island are starting to pay off. The life-
cycle of the rare butterfly is complex and the tiny creatures may encounter many
perils and challenges at each developmental stage.

The adult butterfly stage only lasts for one to four weeks. When they emerge from
their pupae form in May to mid-June, fe-
male Taylor’s Checkerspot butterflies need
to find nectar from flowers for food, locate
and mate with at least one of the few avail-
able males, and then deposit masses of
golden eggs on suitable host plants. In BC,
these are usually speedwells (American
speedwell, thyme-leaved speedwell, marsh
speedwell) or plantains (ribwort plantain,
common plantain), but may also include
harsh paintbrush, blue-eyed Mary, or oth-
er plants.

Larvae (caterpillars) hatch from the eggs
within a few days to two weeks and imme-
diately spin protective web nets around the
host plants. After eating their host plants,
caterpillars disperse and search for more
food. Caterpillars must ingest enough nu-
trients to grow and molt through four or
five stages (instars) before food plants dry
up during the summer. If sufficient nu-

Taylor’s Checkerspot laying eggs on
ribwort plantain. Peter Karsten

trients are consumed by mid-July, the
larvae develop into their overwintering
(diapause) stage. They look for a place
where they can hopefully safely spend
the next seven months, before emerg-
ing in early spring to start the cycle over
again. Unless conditions aren't suitable.
If that happens, Taylor’s Checkerspot
diapause larvae can remain in the de-
layed development stage until the fol-
lowing year.

Taylor’s Checkerspots may face many
threats to survival at each stage of their
lifecycle — extreme weather, insufficient
suitable habitat or food, parasites, and
predation. The eggs, larvae, and their
food and protective cover plants are
especially vulnerable to trampling by
people and pets. The public can reduce
this threat by treading carefully while
staying on marked trails in Helliwell
and North Denman provincial parks,
or other areas where the butterflies may
occur. Dogs must be on a leash accord-
ing to provincial park regulations. If
you see a Taylor’s Checkerspot caterpil-
lar, take a photo and email it to Taylors.
Checkerspot@gov.bc.ca .

“We’re cautiously optimistic that our

.. continued on Page 10.. ..
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... continued from Page 9... combined efforts will even-
tually pay oft and these beau-
tiful butterflies will survive in Canada”, said Jennifer Heron,
Chair of the Taylor’s Checkerspot Butterfly Recovery Project
Team and invertebrate conservation specialist for the B.C. Min-
istry of Environment and Climate Change Strategy. The recovery
project is a collaborative initiative to restore Taylor’s Checker-
spot populations in British Columbia through habitat enhance-
ment, captive butterfly rearing and release, monitoring, public
outreach, and other activities. The project team includes repre-
sentatives from BC Parks, Denman Conservancy Association,
Garry Oak Ecosystems Recovery Team, Greater Vancouver Zoo,
Mosaic Forests, Wildlife Preservation Canada, consultants, and
others. There has also been a lot of local assistance from Denman
and Hornby volunteers, Helliwell Park neighbours in High Salal
Ranch Strata, Conservancy Hornby Island, the Hornby Island , ,
Natural History Centre, and the Denman and Hornby Island Taylor’s Checkerspot eggs on ribwort
Provincial Parks Committees. plantain. Jennifer Heron photo.

The recovery project has benefited from funding generated by the BC
Parks License Plate Program, the Environment Canada Habitat Steward-
ship Fund and the Habitat Conservation Trust Foundation.

Background Information

Taylor’s Checkerspot Butterfly (Euphydryas editha taylori)

Also known as Edith’s Checkerspot.

Historical range was Hornby Island, southeastern Vancouver Island,

Puget Trough and to the Willamette Valley in Oregon. In BC, they were

once abundant at 10 sites in the Greater Victoria Area, one site each near

Mill Bay and Comox, and sites on Hornby Island (including Helliwell

Provincial Park).

They were thought to have been extirpated (became locally extinct) from

Canada by 2000 when no Taylor’s Checkerspots could be found in their

last known sites on Hornby Island despite intensive searches. However,

new populations were discovered on Denman Island in 2005 and near

Campbell River in 2018.

It is federally listed as Endangered (COSEWIC, SARA Schedule 1), and is

on the BC Red list of at-risk species.

Taylor’s Checkerspot butterflies need open sunny meadows where they

Stage 4 instar larva feeding on marsh can find suitable host plants (food for larvae and nectar producing flow-
speedwell. Peter Karsten photo. ers for adults), such as Woolly Sunflower, Common Camas, Small-flow-

ered Blue-eyed Mary, Wild Strawberry, Sea Blush, and Yarrow.

Habitat loss, degradation and fragmentation are major factors in the

species’ decline. For example, the meadows along the coastal bluffs in Helliwell Provincial Park became less suitable for

butterflies due to invasions of non-native plants and encroaching forests.

Habitat enhancement work (weeding, selective limbing +/or removal of conifers, re-planting and seeding with native spe-

cies) has been ongoing in Helliwell Provincial Park for several years.

The Taylor’s Checkerspot Butterfly Recovery Project

The Taylor’s Checkerspot Butterfly Recovery Project is an initiative of the Garry Oak Ecosystems Recovery Team’s Inver-

tebrates at Risk Recovery Implementation Group. It is a collaborative effort to restore Taylor’s Checkerspot populations in

British Columbia through habitat enhancement, captive butterfly rearing and release, monitoring, public outreach, and

other activities.

Team Members

Jennifer Heron (Chair), BC Ministry of Environment and Climate Change Strategy, Vancouver, BC

Erika Bland & Andrew Fyson, Denman Island Conservancy Association, Denman Island, BC

Deborah Bishop, Denman Island, BC

Menita Prasad, Greater Vancouver Zoo, Aldergrove, BC

Eric Gross & Kella Sadler, Canadian Wildlife Service, Environment and Climate Change Canada, Delta, BC

Crispin Guppy, Entomologist, Whitehorse, YT

Molly Hudson, Mosaic Forests, Nanaimo, BC

Chris Junck, Garry Oak Ecosystems Recovery Team, Victoria, BC

Nicole Kroeker, Parks Canada Agency, Victoria, BC
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Suzie Lavallee, University of British Columbia Faculty of Forestry, Vancouver, BC
Patrick Lilley, Private Consultant, North Vancouver, BC

Erica McClaren, BC Parks, Black Creek, BC

Kristen Miskelly, Saanich Native Plants, Victoria, BC

Derek Moore, Area Supervisor Von Donop Area, BC Parks, Black Creek, BC
Nick Page, Raincoast Applied Ecology, Vancouver, BC

Jessica Steiner, Andrea Gielens, Maja Hampson & Genevieve Rowe, Wildlife Preservation Canada, Toronto & Guelph, ON
Bonnie Zand, BC Conservation Foundation Fanny Bay, BC

Supporters 1

BC Conservation Foundation ﬂ'ﬂ

BC Ministry of Environment and Climate Change Strategy

bf

BC Parks

BC Parks License Plate Fund t IIQ |’1C1.'t
Denman Conservancy Association f rom the
Environment Canada Habitat Stewardship Fund Vslands
Garry Oak Ecosystems Recovery Team G rapevine
Greater Vancouver Z00 % q th
Habitat Conservation Trust Foundation 0 _grumpy f:' n(D‘] e
Hornby Island Community School rew at the I
Hornby Island Natural History Centre GQ neral Store!!
Mosaic Forests 10 years and
University of British Columbia .

Wildlife Ig’reservation Canada L co u'n'ttnq e )

For more information about the Taylor’s Checkerspot Butterfly Recovery Project, visit: www.goert.ca/activities/tay-
lors-checkerspot/
Or contact:

Project Lead/GOERT Invertebrates at Risk RIG Chair
Jennifer Heron

Invertebrate Conservation Specialist

BC Ministry of Environment and Climate Change Strategy
Office: 778-572-2273

Jennifer.Heron@gov.bc.ca

Public Outreach Coordinator
Chris Junck

Mobile/text: 250-888-4086
chris_junck@hotmail.com

* More photos available by request

BC Parks

Erica McClaren
Conservation Specialist
Office: 250-337-2427
Erica.mcclaren@gov.bc.ca

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Looking at the re-opening catastrophe in the U.S, I feel compelled to give credit for B.C. avoiding the worst of the pandemic. The
NDP government and our Public Health system have come through in grand style, aided by a cooperative public. A Thank You
to all concerned.

If or when we have a second wave of cases I hope the government is ready to Institute a mandatory mask policy, and UNIVER-
SAL testing to find the asymptomatic and presymptomatic carriers. Whatever the testing costs,and however inconvenient the
masks, they have to be cheaper and more convenient than overflowing hospitals, a lot of funerals, another shutdown, and a
stalled economy. The worldwide experiment in public health that we are part of proves that we either adopt the Swedish model
(which hasn't worked well for them) or do what is necessary to control the spread of infection and quickly.

Dale Chase
Hornby Island
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o FOR SALE e CLASS":IED ADS O

MATHER FARM HAY Lots of good hay this PRIVATE OFFICE SPACE FOR HIRE . OPERATIONS MANAGER
vear due to the cool damp weather.$6.50 Contact Abraxas - 335-2731 or drop in The Hornby Island Day Care Society is
/bale from the field. 335-0243 for availability & rates. seeking an Operations Manager who will
report to the HIDCS Board of Directors and
WAGNER FIREWOOD. * COMMUNITY NOTICES will be responsible for the oversight of the
FIR FIREWOOD FOR SALE. 2 cords to day-to-day administration of the child care
Denman, $540 plus GST. Hornby $560 plus HIRRA MEETING BY ZOOM: Wednes- centre, working in a professional, collabora-
tax. Text or call Scott at 250-334-7323 day, July 8, 7:30pm. Agenda: reports: tive manner with all preschool employees,
Executive, Privies, Ferry Advisory, the Board, parents, outside stakeholder
APPLIANCES FOR SALE. Ranges, washers, HI(;EEC, HIAC, Is. Trust.ees. E-mail agencies, and the community. The Opera-
dryers, fridges, dishwashers, gas/electric Qfﬁce@hlrra.ca to register. (Phone tions Manager is responsible for ensuring
range. All fully restored and come with a in also available.) New members that a high standard of child care/preschool
full six month warranty. Call Rick Graham welcome! programming that is reflective of the Mis-
335.0954. sion, Vision and Goals of the Hornby Island
DAN BRUIGER is pleased to announce Day Care Society is consistently provided.
o SERVICES his new web site, archive, and blog, at Initially, this is a one (1) year employment
www.stanceofunknowing.com. You are opportunity with the potential of becoming
EDWARDSEN TREE SERVICE Felling, limb- cordially invited to subscribe. ongoing. Salary: Competitive & commen-
ing, danger trees/risk assessment, custom surate with experience and education
milling. Reliable, fair and insured. Nojob RENTAL WANTED background. Hours of Work: Monday
too small. Free quotes. to Thursday (32 hours/week) For more
250-580-7127 YVAN, A LONGTIME DENMAN information regarding the position, please
RESIDENT, seeks a rental location for contact. hornbyislanddaycare@gmail.com.
YVONNE’S BAKING 335 0460 himself and his tiny (10x24) home; he
can provide caretaking/labour/rent; ® FREEBIES
BASIA PRYL AND PERRI GORRARA are 250-792-2770

experienced private caregivers available JACKSON BBQ, working order, 32" round
at $22.00 per hour. Flexible hours, day or * EMPLOYMENT white metal table and two chairs, Victori-

night...250 703 3192 an style. 604-831-6716.
DENMAN PERSONAL ASSISTANT

GUTTERS seamless, supply and install also ~ F7om data en'lcryf adminils.trl?tu;con taﬁk,
repairs, for free estimate contact Kevin content translation (english, french)

at 250 335 1986 or cell at 250 667 3233, t© Property manager or scheduling
Serving All Areas. meetings and organizing travels. More

services available. 10 years experience

THORLACIUS TRUCKING Top soil, bark in fast paced industries in Europe
mulch, gravel and sand. Denman stockpile and Canada Charging per hours or
for smaller loads. Call Chris & Lora, 250- per project Denman resident Claire

650-9986. denmantruck@gmail.com Deblleu Denmanpersonalassistant@ [ TH
gmail.com (647) 274 8294

E
MR. FIX-IT PLUMBING & All household ISLANDS.

major and small appliances. All large EXCITING JOB OPPORTUNITY ON
and small machinery. Yard machinery, HORNBY ISLAND! The Hornby Island
chainsaws, outboards, automotive, Daycare Society has an opening for 1
sharpening, welding and fabricating. Call Tl ime (32 hours per week) certi-

Rick Graham 335-0954.(HI)(12/20) Egd a:d exge”encl"-dl Early Ch“dhto"d

ucator. ur early learning centre
MAGNIFICENT TOPSOIL, Bark Mulch, all offers two programs year-round; Group AUG CALENDAR
! ; Care for 3to 5 yr olds licensed for 15

ravels, Bison compost, Treework, site 5 1 1
%Iean up, fir mill enpd firewood, roof tear off, children and an Infant Toddler program deadhne 1S

s . licensed for 6 children. We are open
demolition. High grade lumber. 30 years 4 days per week and almost always FRIDAY IULY 24TH

local Entpr. Call Dave 218-9667.(Dl) ith enh d ratio in both
operate with enhanced ratio in bo www.theislandsgrapevine.com

\

e FOR RENT programs. Wages will be dependent
on certification and experience. 2
YEAR ROUND RENTAL available on Hornby ~ Please forward your resume and cover 5 0-

Island. 1300 ft.2, two bathroom, two letter to hornbyislanddaycare@gmail.

bedroom, washer dryer. Unfurnishedtop €™M §91 88
floor, No pets. $1100.00/month. Please call \_ J
for appointment, 250-335-0954
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« BUSINESS DIRECTORY -

« (H) Hornby « (D) Denman « (UB) Union Bay «
+ (FB) Fanny Bay . (C) Courtenay/Comox «

| +ACCOMMODATIONS & RENTALS - |

« Denman Activity Centre (Seniors) Rentals 335:3027 (D/H)
« Denman Community Hall Rentals 3359177 (D/H)
2 halls, commercial kitchen, new sound system
suitable for concerts, plays, meetings, weddings, etc.

* REAL ESTATE - INSURANCE - FINANCIAL SERVICES -
« Bente Pilgaard, RE/MAX The Islands 335-2510 (H/D)
- Cloutier Matthews LLP, Charfered Professional Accountants 3387367 (All)
+Donna & Janessa Tuele - Royal LePage Hornby 335:1720 (D/H)
« Sylvie Schroeder - Roval LePage Denman Island 335-2551 (D/U)

| + BUILDING - CONSTRUCTION - |

« Aquarian Systems - Water Cisterns « Ed Hoeppner 335-2037 (D/H)

« Bobcat and Compact Excavator - Steve [saak 3351853 (All)

« Cal's Bobcat Services « Auger, Grapple, Rake 613-447-8873 (D/H)

« Dean’s Digger - Mini Excavator & Small Haul 2184534 (D/H)

« Denman Electric, Licensed, Fully Insured & Bonded 335-3122 (D/H)

« Excavator/Backhoe/Tandem Gravel Truck - Kenny Mather 703-6512 (All)
« John [sbister 335:2565 (D)

« Gutters Supply & Install - Kevin 667-3233/335-1986 (ALL)

«Kinetic Electric, licenced, bonded & insured 3351741 (D/H)

« Ray Ulovec-Backhoe/Excavator, Sepfic Installation 335:3145 (D/H)

« Denman Renaissance - tile & stone installation 334-66L44 (D/H)

« Roc-Isle Drywall, Harvey Hodgins « 35 vrs exp. certified’ 3344776 (D/H)

« Seaside Electric - Licenced, Bonded & Insured 702-0570 (D/H)

« Tandem gravel truck & transfer trailer - Grant Morrison 335:0702 (D/H)

« Water Tanks and Cisterns « Steve [saak 335-1853 (All)

| + SERVICES « |

« Acupuncture, Herbs « Dr. Willo Walker, Dr. TCM 335:1535 (D/H)

« Chiropractic Care on Fridays - Dr. Dawn Armstrong, DC 465-8482 (D)

«Denman Works! - Tony Gregson 250-335-0287 denmanresource@gmail.com (D)

« Edwardsen Tree Service « Jered 250:580:7127 (D)

« Massage Clinic - 2796 Northwest Rd. - Levah Kelly 335-2584 (D)

« Peter T. Mason « Land Surveying 757-8788 (All)

« Physiotherapy & Acupuncture « Carmen B-Gautrais RPT, RTCMP
335:2260 (D/H)

« Tree Service - Darian Chase - Arborist 218-0404 (All)

« Trueview Treecare, seniors' discount - Wildbill 898:7246 (D/H)

«Yoga Classes, Holistic Massage, 30 vears exp.  Fiona Walker 335:1535 (D/H)

[ WEEKLY EVENTS )

(- RECYCLING CENTRE 2-7pm )
« BOTTLE DEPOT 2-7pm
THURSDAY 2
\ . _J
(- CAP SITE 11-2pm )
FRIDAY 3
\ J
(- RECYCLING CENTRE9-5pm )
SATURDAY & | - FArMERs MARKET 930-12:30pm - Old school
\_ . J
( )
SUNDAY 5
\_ J
( )
MONDAY 6
\ ] J
(LTC Zoom meeting 12:30pm see Islands Trust )
website for more details
TUESDAY 7
\ J
(- RECYCLING CENTRE 2-7pm )
« BOTTLE DEPOT 2-7pm
WED N ESD Av 8 : f{?lf}{sziTZ]i)z;ip:eeting 7:30pm
\ J
(- RECYCLING CENTRE 2-7pm )
« BOTTLE DEPOT 2-7pm
THURSDAY 9 '
\ _J
I\ J
4
1 General Store’
by Thomas Provengal
Uf you board a. ferr

that takes you to our shore,
there’s a. man. that you should meet.
He- runs the general store-.
Daryl always looks
at people with impunity.
You can feel he- sees us all
as being his community,
concerned with stocking sﬁ;lves
with products we- prefer.
You know it’s been. a. decade now;
time- flies like> a. blur-
Daryl has been. playing
a servant-leader function
which is to say essential
to Denman’s core consumptior.
1f you buy your porridge there-
then. at home make it lumpy,
don’t bring it back to ﬂ)ary{
cause- he- transforms into Grumpy!
Daryl is the: kind of gu
you want to have on side
at the centre- of Denmanistan’s
concentric rings of pride-.




