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EUROPE By Gwynne Dyer « Originally published November 11, 2018
first met Viktor Orban, the not-quite-
dictator of Hungary, in 1989 in Budapest

— and the man who introduced us was none

other than George Soros.

ZﬂVOSOQ KOPU(PF‘"},-

11 lavouq pio

Long before he was elected as Hungary's president, Viktor Orban was then a
firebrand student leader, anti-Communist, and keen for Hungary to join the
West. Photograph courtesy of European People's Party's Flickr

Orban was then a firebrand student
leader, anti-Communist and keen
for Hungary to join the West. Soros,
a Hungarian refugee who became an
American billionaire, was devoting
his time and money to finding and
subsiding young Eastern Europeans
who would lead their countries into
the European Union and a liberal
democratic future.

But Orban is now the prime minis-
ter of an ‘illiberal’ Hungarian gov-
ernment that controls the mass me-
dia and regards the EU as the enemy.
In last April’s election, he portrayed
Soros as the Jewish evil genius who,
with the EU’s help, was planning to
flood Hungary with Muslim refu-
gees and destroy the country’s cul-

ture and identity.

That’s ridiculous, but Orban won al-
most half the votes and more than
two-thirds of the seats in parlia-
ment. Poland, a far bigger country,
now also has a far-right, ‘illiberal
government that is ultra-national-
ist and hostile to the EU (although
both countries depend heavily on
EU subsidies).

The extremists are not yet in power
in other Eastern European coun-
tries, but similar trends are visible
in the Czech Republic, Slovakia and
Romania. The dreams and hopes

... continued on Page 4 . . .




DENMAN’S ANNUAL CHRISTMAS
CRAFT FAIR By Autumn White

t feels a little bit like the Christmas

Craft Fair is sneaking up on us this
year what with the lovely autumn
weather we've been having. Not to
mention that it falls on December
Ist and 2nd which is as

COMM
INFO

well as some jewelry. Drew Coupar
is joining us with very original walk-
ing sticks and carvings made out of
wood, bone and antler. Emily Priest-
ly and Adam Percy of 6Gill are sell-

early as it gets.

This is Denman Islands
37th Christmas Craft
Fair! 1 feel so hon-
oured to coordinate
this classic Denman
community event and
to help continue this-
long standing tradition
of artisanal excellence.
It is more important
than ever that we shop
locally, supporting our
neighbours who are
producing hand-made
goods wusing natural
elements to create an
amazing selection of

gifts for everyone on
your list.

We have some new vendors to in-
spire your holiday shopping. In the
Activity Centre you will find Jen-
nifer Blair of Urban Fusions who
creates hand painted landscapes on
fused glass necklaces and earrings.
Truly one of a kind. Timmothy En-
glish of Curly Burl Woodworks from
Hornby creates a unique spin on the
traditional by pumping electrici-
ty through salvaged wood pieces
to create stunning tree like fractal
patterns. A must see. Amy Lokken
has gorgeous vegan-organic hand-
crafted soaps, roll-on “perfumes”
and unique pottery and bamboo
soap dishes. Also Denman’s own Tea
Guy, Brendan Waye, will be in the
entrance with his aromatic special-
ty teas for sale as gifts or brewed to
keep you warm.

In the Community Hall Nita Mars
is making her Fair debut with her
popular salsa and baked goods as

ing their funky new island inspired
tee-shirt line. Lisa and Tim Larkin
will be on the stage with Wild Child
Natural Clothes and Mandala Mas-
sage. Intriguing. And though not
new to the Fair at all, it’s Elishka Ha-
jeK’s first year graduating from the
children’s table into her own booth
with outstanding original art cards
and prints.

The rest of the booths are filled with
your favourites who we count on
year after year to show up with their
traditional offerings and who some-
how seem to always keep things
fresh with new ideas and twists on
their craft. They are all busily work-
ing away in preparation for this
weekend, so let’s show up to support
them and soak up all the communi-
ty love.

The Food Fair is promising to be a

... continued on Page 5 . . .
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Dl GROWERS &
PRODUCERS
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

ON MONDAY NOVEMBER 19th
7-9pm, the Lounge, DAC
Come and hear what we did in
2018 and plans for 2019
Meet and join the Board.
Refreshments.

Pre-AGM Event - Soil Testing (when,
where, what and how). A presentation from
6:15-6:45pm by Dylan Gale
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that drove the anti-Communist rev-
olutions of 1989 are not yet dead,
but they are definitely fading. What
went wrong?

These countries are among the most
ethnically homogenous in the world
(due to the Holocaust and the wide-
spread ‘ethnic cleansing’ that fol-
lowed both world wars). They have
admitted almost no refugees, yet
their politics is dominated by the
fear of being swamped by them.

It's beyond bizarre, but Bulgarian
political philosopher Ivan Krastev
has a persuasive explanation for it.
He points out that the question “isn’t
so much where the nationalism has
come from, but where it's been hid-
ing all these years” His answer is
that it was hiding in plain sight.

During the 1970s and 1980s the na-
tionalists who wanted independence
from Soviet rule formed a close alli-

ance with the pro-Western activists
who wanted a liberal, democratic
future. From Poland to Bulgaria the
liberals and the nationalists worked
together, and even after the over-
throw of the Communists in 1989
they continued to believe (or at least
hope) that democracy could accom-
modate them both.

Maybe it could have, but the nation-
alist wars that destroyed the former
Yugoslav federation in the 1990s
put an end to the partnership. As
Krastev says, the violence there per-
suaded liberals that “nationalism
was the very heart of darkness, and
that flirting with it could only be
sinful”

So the liberals broke their alliances
with the nationalists, and for a while
the nationalists went very quiet. No-
body, not even Polish or Hungarian
nationalists, wanted to be seen in
the same light as monsters like Ser-
bia’s Slobodan Milosevic.

But nationalism was the most pow-
erful political force in Eastern Eu-
rope throughout the 20th century,
and it wasn’t going to just fade away.
It re-merged in the early 21st centu-
ry, shorn of its liberal associations
with tolerance and diversity, as a
major political force in the region
- and the driver behind it was what
Krastev calls “demographic panic”.

After 1989 many people in Eastern
Europe not only aspired to emulate
the prosperous liberal democracies
of Western Europe. They actually
wanted to live in them, and when
their countries joined the EU they
acquired the right to free movement.
If Poles thought that life would be
better in England, for example, they
could just move there and find work
- and a million of them did.

Since 1989, 27 percent of Latvias
population has emigrated to West-

ern Europe, and Bulgaria has lost 21
percent. Hungary is not so hard hit,
but it has lost 3 percent of its pop-
ulation to Western Europe in the
past ten years — and almost all the
emigrants are young, leaving behind
an aging population with a low birth
rate.

This is the real source of the demo-
graphic panic, but it finds its politi-
cal expression in a paranoid fear that
the country’s dwindling population
will be overrun by immigrants with
a radically different culture, particu-
larly refugees. It doesn’t matter that
there are virtually no immigrants in
Hungary, and that it’s about the last
place a refugee would want to go. In
these matters, perception is all.

The anti-immigrant hysteria is al-
most universal in Eastern Europe,
and it will bring more illiberal na-
tionalist regimes to power before it
is finished. The remedy, if there is
one, is for the liberals to acknowl-
edge the nationalists’ concerns and
rebuild the old alliances with them
without pandering to the panic.

That’s not easy to do, but it’s what
every Western European democracy
has actually been doing for gener-
ations. Although they’re not doing
too well with it at the moment them-
selves.

¢
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Noon to 1:30 PM
$6.00

LONGTIME DENMAN
RESIDENT (yvaN) URGENTLY

seeks a space for himself
and his tiny (10x24)
home; he can provide
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250-792-2770, 250-335-0351
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delight once again. We have Two
Roads Farm, Natalie and LeeAndra
and Pat Jones in the Backhall with
Earth Club Factory and Naomi El-
liot out front. Ima’s Kitchen will be
running a full menu in the Activi-
ty Centre Lounge. Blackberry Lane
Preschool and the Denman Com-
munity School PAC will be taking
care of all your delicious dessert
needs.

Little crafters who would like to
sell their wares should contact Alex
Larose at 335-3458 after 5:00. There
are 2 shifts a day 10-1 and 1-4. Let
him know your preferences and he
will do his best to accommodate. The
kids’ tables are free and Alex will be
there all weekend to ensure a happy
atmosphere for all the children.

Musicians, jugglers and contortion-
ists of all ages are most welcome to
busk in front of the Community
Hall. This is fun way to make a few
bucks and show off your skills. It is
usually quite lucrative. If you would
like to book a time, please contact
Tai McGillivary at 250-335-1231 af-
ter 5, or email taimcgillivary@gmail.
com.

Many thanks for your continued
support. See you in the aisles (which,
by the way, have been widened in
the Community Hall. Yay!) Saturday
December 1st and Sunday Decem-
ber 2nd 10-4. ¢

! !ave you ever been a passenger
in a vehicle when the driver

is lost? Of course you have. Did he
keep driving (I'm almost sure it was
a ‘he’) in the wrong direction even
when it was obviously the wrong
way? Perhaps he was getting into a
part of the big city where you never
go; or was the road getting narrow-
er and rougher with the vegetation
crowding in?

I am feeling about Climate Chaos
just like you were as that passenger. I
have noticed that concerned people
writing about our climate predica-
ment do not seem to be connecting
with enough of our citizens to affect
the driver in Ottawa (or even in Vic-
toria). When I read David Suzuki’s
“...we have about 12 years to act de-
cisively.”* I am afraid this can too

THE ROLE OF AGRICULTURE &
FOOD IN CARBON BALANCE

By Emily Guinane & Dr. Ron Wilson

One Planet - One Island, our fo-
rum series about carbon foot-
print, continued on Tuesday No-
vember 6th on the topic of food. The
evening started with Dr. Ron com-
menting on a recent study that states
that if we continue on our present
course of food production and con-

" N - L

Association for Den
Marine Stewards (ADIMS

Notice of Annual General Meeting
Thursday, November 22, 2018
7.00 p.m. at the Community
ADIMS provides the residents of Denman Island with a strong voice in
protecting our marine environment. Our mission is to ensure that all
commercial and recreational activities are conducted on a scale according
to a code of practice and conduct that preserves and protects the diverse
values of the marine environment.
All are welcome! Refreshments will be served.
For more information: www.adims.ca or
Email: adimsinfo@gmail.com

an Island

Back Hall
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A CHANGE OF CLIMATE? By John Millen

COMM
NOTES

easily be misread - especially if the
news is unwelcome. Those of us who
have read the scientific reports — or
at least their Executive Summaries —
and who have looked at the graphs
of where we are presently headed
know Suzuki’s statement means ‘de-
cisive action taken now could get us
back on track to a secure future by
2030’ It does not mean that we have
12 years to mess around before we
are in trouble.

So what is the message we have to
get across to our driver(s) as our car-
bon emissions keep increasing? WE
ARE GOING THE WRONG WAY!
STOP RIGHT NOW and TURN
AROUND.

(**Common Ground November

2018) ¥

COMM
NOTES

sumption, by 2050, with a popula-
tion of between 8.5 and 10 billion,
the planet will not be able to provide
for us all. Changes are in store.

Veronica Timmons reported on the
good work being done by the Den-
man Island Growers and Producers
Alliance (DI GPA) and their current
goals of reducing plastic, promoting
Buy Local and Eat local and starting
a Food for Families program.

Next up was a presentation by or-
ganic auditor, Lisa Pierce, on how
soil can sequester, or in other words,
how soil stores carbon and keeps it
from becoming a greenhouse gas.
To date 80 billion tons of carbon has

... continued on Page6 . . .
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been lost from the soil to the atmo-
sphere by agricultural practises such
as plowing and bare fallow that ex-
poses the soil.

However there are practices that in-
creases the soils carbon sequestra-
tion and eliminates or reduces the
loss of carbon such as cover crops,
mulching, limiting tilling, grow-
ing of perennials, shrubs and trees.
These practices are called organ-
ic regenerative agriculture and are
taken in to account in the Canadian
organic certification, insuring that
certified organic products are a wise
choice in our attempts to reduce or
carbon footprint. Lisa emphasised
that it is important to look to our
local growers; even if they are not
certified organic, you can engage in
conversations with them regarding
agricultural practises.

Fireweed lead us through the com-
plexities of our food system, con-
necting our everyday choices to a
global context. Starvation in Central
America, prompted by drought and
new diseases due to the warmer cli-
mate, has led to a convoy of refugees
walking towards the U.S. boarder. In
a changing climate we cannot take

Photo

Chris
Seguin

DEADLINE IS
FRIDAY NOV. 23rd

theislandgrapevine@gmail.com

( DECEMBER CALENDAR )

\ 250-335-1794 )

food for granted and with our cur-
rent abundance we will have to share
with those who have been hit hard
by the changing climate.

Looking toward how we can reduce
our carbon emissions when it comes
to what we put on our plates the list
of food with high carbon emission
makes it clear. Beef, sheep, cheese
and pork are the top four, followed
by many other animal products.
Plant based products such as aspar-
agus that is transported by air or
palm oil that contributes to defor-
estation are also major contributors.

Some of the reasons why animal
products are such high carbon of-
fenders are the vast areas dedicated
to producing them. Over 80% of ag-
ricultural land is used to raise meet

HORNBY ISLAND COMMUNITY

KITCHEN By Jim Bulmer

e Community Kitchen on
Hornby has been hosted for the
last year by Joe King Ballfield and the
Hornby Island Athletic Association
(HIAA). The Community Kitchen
(formerly HOPE Kitchen) serves be-
tween 30 and 60 people three times
a week a full 4 course meal with
Vegetarian, and sometimes Veg-
an, options. The Ballfield rents the
space to the Kitchen and provides
dining space

yet it only produces 18% of our food.
Pasture raised animals, as well as the
soy grown to feed animals contribute
to deforestation. Ruminants such as
cattle and sheep are at the top of the
list because of the gases that there
digestive system emits. At the core
it is an issue of how much energy it
takes to produce animal products
compared to if humans would con-
sume those nutrients directly. And it
doesn’t actually make a difference to
the carbon emissions if the cattle are
grain feed or grass feed.

Next week we will report on our
Open Space meeting that took place
on November 13th. If you have any
questions please get in touch with
Dr. Ron at rawilson33@gmail.com
or Emily at DICES 335 2058 or den-
man@uniserve.com. ¥

COMM
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member of the HIAA Board, I am
now the Fundraising Guy, and we
have begun!

I have started two campaigns, one
on GoFundMe.com (HIAA and Joe
King Park), and the other on Face-
Book (look me up). I also put on
FaceBook a Christmas Wish List for
the Kitchen and so far we have new

... continued on Page 7 . . .

and a relaxed at-
mosphere.  The
'Kitchen Ladies
(and Gents)'
are great, I have
worked with
them a year now
and they haven't
kicked me out......
but now I have
a mission. The
Kitchen  needs
help, and as a




... continued from Page6. . .

Dishes and a new Can Opener and
a new Garbage Can! The InterWeb
campaigns have so far brought $56,
but over $200 has come straight to
our Bank Account. We are starting
slowly and noisily and things are
starting to trickle in.

Joe King and the Kitchen need about
$110,000 to get serious renovations
underway, and probably more after
that. The InterWeb campaigns are
aiming for $10,000 to begin upgrad-
ing the Kitchen, a small start to big-
ger things.

The Joe King Ballfield and Park are
integral to the structure of Hornby's
unique culture. If the SeaBreeze is
the Dining Room and the Commu-
nity Hall is the Living Room, the
Ballfield is the Basement. Baseball,
Biking, Tennis, Road Hockey, Fris-
bee Golf, and a Party Room, and a
Kitchen, and an Earthy environ-
ment, and a Safe place.

There is renewed interest in the po-
tential of Joe King, Kaffee Klatsch,
Bingo, Afternoon entertainment,
etc. and we have some new faces to
do it. There was a good turnout at
the last General Meeting and there
will be a Board Meeting Monday,
November 19, where we will talk
more about Fundraising. #*

Grigpsaine

Just o Srendly Feminder SFom the
sloands Grapevine o encouroae ouF
readers to support those who
odvertise n our Poaes . . . with
out them the Grapevine could not
deliver community minded articles to
the moilboxes of islanders Gor Greef

By Anthony Gregson

t is astonishing to think that af-

ter thousands of years of war,
the first memorial commemorating
common soldiers by name was only
negotiated in 1871 in the treaty end-
ing the Franco-Prussian War when
every fallen French soldier was also
accorded his own resting place. The
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REMEMBRANCE DAY, 2018
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not wish to call too much attention
to the political misjudgements and
military mismanagement culminat-
ing in the disaster of the German in-
vasion. Pacifist monuments remain,
alas, scarce. One of the most famous
is in Gentioux, France, where the
statue of an orphan boy looks up at

Pacifist memorial at Genioux, France with the inscription Maudite soit la
guerre (Cursed be war).

only other earlier example is of a
more private nature, a memorial of
1432 listing Oxford University ca-
sualties in the long medieval wars
between France and England. Only
after World War One did the con-
cept of a remembrance day for the
war dead come into being. In Ger-
many, it was defiantly transformed
into Hero's Day, a practise ended in
1945. Russia, the former republics of
the Soviet Union, and most of cen-
tral Europe celebrate Victory Day
on May 9, though strangely, in the
Soviet Union itself, despite 20 mil-
lion casualties, Victory Day was not
a public holiday until 1965. It's been
said that the Communist Party did

the words “Cursed be war”. French
solders were ordered to avert their
gaze as they marched past.

Although everyone on Denman
is too young to have taken part in
World War Two, or were born af-
terwards, the Activity Centre Rec-
reation Hall was filled to standing
room. Everyone stood for the two
veterans, Richard Griffiths and Bill
Walton (who also served after the
WW II), as they entered the hall. An
RCMP constable in full dress uni-
form stood near the stage, the

... continued on Page 8 . . .
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choir of the United Church sang
two songs, including May You Al-
ways Have a Song to the contrapun-
tal harmonies of Andrew Fyson. In
Flanders Fields was read by Her-
man de Vries, and Lawrence Bin-
yon's poem For the Fallen by Morley
Crosby. The Last Post was played,
followed by two minutes of silence,
and reveille.

But then Denman put its own twist
on things. Deneen Baldwin sang
Buddy Can You Spare a Dime about
a World War One veteran whose
sacrifice and hard work have come
to nothing in the Great Depression.
Lest We Forget, a poem by Belinda
White written, she said, for social
media (hence the hashtags) pushed
the boat out further.

#LestWeForget
#lestweforget how brutal war is!
#lestweforget the loss of lives of sol-
diers, civilians, prisoners!
#lestweforget to address and end po-
litical tyranny in our own backyard
first!

#lestweforget who repeatedly starts
wars, destroys lives, dismantles de-
mocracy!
#lestweforget the daily re-commit-
ment to empathy, conflict resolution,
reconciliation, restoration!
#lestweforget the global and local
impact of our consumer and lifestyle
choices that may fuel the domination
of peoples and the destruction of
lands.

#lestweforget that institutionalized
repression, massacre, colonization,
empowerment... IS NOT the same as
direct action, protest, revolution!
And while we work tirelessly for
peace and regeneration, may we
stand up proudly as warriors to

recover and protect a just, inclusive,
and green world for our children's
children'’s children!

Beginning with Rosa Parks, Elijah
Harper and the Kielburger brothers
(founders of We days), Graham Is-
bister then interpreted the meaning
of sacrifice in the light of the long
traditions of volunteerism and ac-
tivism on Denman. Sacrifice means
to go beyond yourself - something
very well understood on the islands.
He reflected on how many import-
ant amenities — the Community
Hall, the Activity Centre, the two
churches, and the dock, has all been
built and renovated over the years
by countless volunteers. Few people
knew, he pointed out, that it was the
Denman Island Lacemakers, tired
of straining their eyes by oil lamp,
who were responsible for bringing
electricity to the island in 1957, pe-
titioning BC Electric with letters
over 25 years. He urged people to go
next door and visit the Museum &
Archives which had a display of the
Peace Movement (there were almost
30 visitors).

Remembrance Day is slowly trans-
forming into more than commem-
oration of military sacrifice. All the
things the Peace Movement fought
for so long during the Cold War
have now come back - with the
added potential horrors of conflict
fueled by climate change and re-
surgent nationalism. Perhaps this is
one of the reasons the Hall was so
full. Its not just war, but the need to
make changes in how we live. The
best way to head oft the darkness,
as both Linda and Graham pointed
out, is to treat your neighbour as you
would treat yourself. In the end, it all
comes down to you.

¢
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DENMAN
BAROQUE
FESTIVAL 2019
By Paddy O’Connell

reparations are already well un-

derway for the 2019 Denman Is-
land Baroque Music Workshop and
Festival and our three instructors
have asked to come back! Set aside
the dates now — May 4-11 - because
you won't want to miss the many
musical events scheduled for the
week.

Best of all, the week-long workshop
will again culminate in an opera!
This year we're planning a produc-
tion of Henry Purcell's The Fairy
Queen on the afternoon of Saturday,
May 11th, complete with singing,
dancing, acting, orchestra, costumes
and sets. Also watch for the com-
munity concert (with local choirs,
instrumentals, poetry, dancing, and
more, all with a baroque flavour), a
chamber concert by our three bril-
liantly talented workshop instruc-
tors, as well as a lecture by Maestro
Marco Vitale.

Singers and instrumentalists (on Ba-
roque instruments at A=415) who
are interested in participating in the
workshop should contact our artis-
tic director Andrew Fyson ASAP.
The workshop is filling up quickly,
but we especially need more sopra-
nos and soloists. For more details
and to view the application form,
please check our website - www.
denmanbaroque.com. Applications
must be in by the end of this year.

Donations and volunteers are vital to
the ongoing success of this wonder-
ful festival, so please let us know if
you're able to contribute in any way
by giving Andrew call at 250-335-
9047. Brochures are available at the
General Store and Abraxas Books.

¢




RECRUITMENT FOR

TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM

By Dominique Husereau

TV«e Hornby and Denman Com-
munity Health Care Society
plans to offer a transportation assis-
tance program for seniors on Den-
man and Hornby Islands as part of
the Comox Valley Better at Home
program. Most of us don't plan for a
time when we are no longer able to
drive or get around on public tran-
sit, but if and when that happens, we
are often faced with a lack of access
to essential services and experience
a loss of social independence. This
is especially true when there are no
friends or family members to help us
get out for appointments or services.
If someone has always been inde-
pendent and self-sufficient, these
feelings can make asking a family
member or friend for transportation
very difficult, particularly on regular
basis. One of the results is increased
social isolation for seniors.

Our plan is to implement a volun-
teer-based driving program, match-
ing trained volunteers with seniors
who will book rides on Denman
or Hornby for appointments/shop-

NOTES FROM A TRUSTEE

By David Critchley

Frst off, I want to express my
gratitude (and Lauras too) for
being re-elected by acclamation last
month. Every Trustee I have spo-
ken to has disclaimed the idea of
being a “politician” and has loathed
the prospect of standing before
their community and selling them-
selves as the best person for the job.

Next I want to mention our Oc-
tober community event with the

COMM
NOTES

ping/eating out. This service can
also be use to attend any social
events on our island (Senior’s lunch,
Craft Fair, community dinners, con-
certs etc). Each volunteer will have
a clear driving record and history,
a criminal record check and a vehi-
cle in good running condition. Re-
porting to the Program Coordinator
of Comox Valley Better At Home
program on Denman and Hornby
Island, these volunteer drivers will
provide assisted transportation on
Island to seniors who are unable to
drive.

Recruiting and maintaining a pool
of compassionate, qualified and mo-
tivated drivers is essential to the suc-
cess of this transportation assistance
program.

A positive experience with a volun-
teer, out in the community will pro-
vide an isolated senior with a posi-
tive social experience, in addition to
transportation.

All volunteers will be supported with

COMM
NOTES

Chief, elders and archeologist of
the Komoks First Nation. As usu-
al, Denman did itself proud in the
thoughtfulness and warmth that
was so evident. The talk by Dr. Jes-
se Morin was not merely interest-
ing, it was engaging and profound.

But sometimes it can be a small thing
that makes the day - for Chief Rem-
pel it was the spontaneous applause
that the community gave as the el-
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assistance with the Denman and
Hornby Islands Better at home pro-
gram coordinator to obtain criminal
record check, driver abstract, trans-
portation financial support, sched-
uling rides and training.

Transportation training for volun-
teers on Denman Island will be of-
fer on November 26th at the Seniors
Activity Center(lounge area) from 1
to 4pm. and on Hornby Island at the
Hornby Denman Health Care So-
ciety on Sollans road on December
3rd from 1to 4pm.

If you are interested in becoming
a volunteer for the Better at Home
Transportation program, sign up for
our training or if you are a senior
and would like to know if you can
be eligible for this program, please
connect with Dominique Husereau,
program coordinator for Better at
Home on Denman and Hornby Is-
lands by phone at 250-898-0245 or
by email at dominique@hornbyden-
manhealth.com ¢*

ders tried to quietly leave the room
to catch the ferry. I was told that this
simple gesture of acknowledgement
and respect caused a very emotion-
al reaction. That is worth contem-
plating: where that comes from,
where we are, where we need to go.

Now to the last meeting of the Lo

... continued on Page 10. . .
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... continued from Page 7 . . .

cal Trust Committee. Three top-
ics dominated: short term vaca-
tion rentals, the farm plan draft
bylaws, and affordable housing.

As to the first, we heard from several
people that our enforcement actions
on unlawful guest accommodation
were causing hardship and unfair-
ness. So far, these actions have been
in the nature of letters and discus-
sions requiring compliance with a
bylaw that has been in effect for ev-
eryone (apparently with communi-
ty consent) for a considerable time.
Nevertheless, perhaps our bylaw is
too blunt an instrument and we need
to have some flexibility. That could
take the form of temporary use per-
mits on a case by case basis. Such
permits are not presently available
for this purpose, so we asked staft to

MOVING TO THE KANADA

By Anthony Gregson

f you must live on the street, it’s

always wiser to put out a story
instead of a hand. That’s how I fell
into conversation with a youngish
Quebecois fellow when I was still
working in the parallel world of Co-
mox and Denman streets in Van-
couver's West End. He came from
deep eastern Quebec, from a family
that owned a large health food store.
Thered been some sort of falling out
and despite his consummate success
as a drug dealer, which, after all,
takes ambition and business man-
agement skills, the family refused to
give him a share or a job. Then the
Montreal police wisened up to him,
there was a fall from a window, and
a brain injury. Now he shared living
space with Stanley ParK’s rapacious
racoons who also know a sucker

draft a bylaw for our consideration.
There will be community discussion
on the pros and cons of this, and pos-
sibly some alternatives might be sug-
gested on further review. We'll see.

On the farm plan, we received a fur-
ther staft report and were urged by
some members of the public to go
slowly. The irony of this submission
to a Trust body was not lost on me.
We asked staft to forward the report
to the Growers and Producers Alli-
ance for further comment and for
staff to come up with suggestions
for further public consultation.

On affordable housing generally, we
passed a direction that applications
for affordable housing be given pri-
ority of staff time until further no-
tice. The limited staft resources have
to be carefully allocated, but it is
our sense that these files, that have a

BELLE
LETTRES

when they see one. I gave him $40
for some reason. But this gentleman
said something that stuck in my
mind: “T like living out in the En-
glish”

Canada can be a famously elusive.
Canadians abroad are not known for
ardent nationalism or chest-thump-
ing patriotism. Living in Canada is
like sharing lodgings with a huge
man who never turns down the
blare of a giant TV day or night.
Canadians can barely hear their
own thoughts or even figure out
who they are, shoulder to shoulder
with the USA. The Association of
BC Book Publishers, where I used
to work, rued the cruel fact that the
price of English Canadian titles was
set in New York, which meant that

major public-interest component to
them, need to be moved along more
quickly. In saying this I am not pre-
judging any application. If it is to die
let’s get on with it, if it is appropriate
to be approved let’s get on with that.

You may not be surprised to know
that at a Trustee roundtable held
at Trust Council in Victoria last
week the most recurrent themes
were: short term vacation rent-
als as a plague, affordable hous-
ing as an urgent need, and water
security as an ever greater worry.

The next Trust meeting is Novem-
ber 22 at 9:30 in the Activity Cen-
tre. Come and meet our new chair.

As usual, I point out the unofficial
nature of these musings. There is no
substitute for a set of approved min-

utes! ¢*

you had to charge less in a much
smaller market with higher per unit
costs (Quebec publishers were bless-
ed by a language barrier).

This problem was compounded for
me as the Canadian-born child of
English parents, escaping the drear-
iness of ration-card England after
World War Two, and my father’s
livelihood as a foreign correspon-
dent specializing in Eastern Europe,
now largely behind the Iron Cur-
tain. Ending up in Victoria didn’t
help. Moving amongst other English
emigres, British politics was always
far more important. The words of
conservative commentators like Sir

... continued on Page 11 . . .
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Peregrine Worsthorne (In Defense
of Aristocracy, The Socialist Myth)
in the pages of the Daily Telegraph
were quoted with approval. I don't
think I ever heard Federal politics
discussed once, even though my fa-
ther owned weekly papers.

First Nations were never mentioned.
My mother quaintly thought all In-
dians lived in teepees. The only en-
counter I can recall was unfortunate.
We thought to picnic by the sea one
afternoon out on Saanich Inlet. The
idea that this lovely spot might be
on reserve land could never have
occurred. Very shortly, a heavy-set
fellow trudged down towards us.
“Remember Wolfe!” my father re-
minded him, when advised to leave.
The complex futility of this relict
imperialist attitude cannot be exam-
ined here. Suffice to say that, hating
picnics, sports, and all outings of
any sort, I decamped with delight.

This same attitude, however, also
meant that I never went fishing or
logging, the necessary rites of pas-
sage of true British Columbia males
which others seemed to take up
without a second thought. Instead, I

poured copious amounts of tea and
took great pride in chucking my first
girlfriend after learning of the evil
mechanism of jealousy from reading
Proust. We would hold parties with
lots of cheap Bulgarian Gamza red
wine and smoked exotic British im-
perial brands of cigarettes like oval
Egyptian Abdullas, Sobranie Black
Russians (gold tipped with black
tubes) and even Chaliapins, the
personal brand of cigarettes of the
great Russian basso, beautiful ochre
tubes with Turkish tobacco, all avail-
able at Morris’ Tobacconists. My fa-
ther looked in one night and said it
smelled just like a brothel. Now how
did he know that?

We even frequented an excellent
Italian tailor, Joseph Grosso, who
made each of us whatever we want-
ed. The results were worthy of Wear-
able Art. My brother designed a bag-
gy jean suit, possibly the first ever
made; Rob, a suit made entirely of
green velvet; Nigel a stylish smoking
jacket in a heavy, flower-patterned
brocade, with a high, black velvet
collar. I requested a pair of bril-
liant red trousers with a gold stripe
down the leg as part of my obsession
with the Austro-Hungarian Empire.
Where the money for any of this
came from I ha-

ven't the faintest,
but it certainly
wasnt my par-
ents or any of my
friends. I think I
had a job at some
point stuffing li-
cense plates in
the Motor Ve-
hicle Branch.
At the enforced
coffee break, I
would read Lady
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Murasaki Shikibu’s Tale of Genji,
one of the world’s first novels, writ-
ten over a thousand years ago, set in
the exquisite aristocratic world of
tenth century Heian Japan.

All of which is only to say that I was
clearly not growing up in Canada.
That was the world of Wacky Ben-
nett and Flying Phil Gagliardi. The
bleak gravel cuttings along the ev-
er-expanding new highways seemed
particularly emblematic. And al-
though I eventually got my sea legs
and worked in Toronto and Vancou-
ver, I always ended up back in Vic-
toria, at the family home in Oak Bay,
amongst the rarified beauty of deci-
mated garry oaks, quite unlike any
other place in Canada. When I first
moved to Toronto, I was so horrified
by the sticky heat and brutal cold, I
seriously wondered how this could
possibly be a major city. Yes, I was
that naive.

Loving where we live is one of the
basics of a stable existence, but not
when the place becomes more im-
portant than you. With parents and
twin brother dead, it was time to
move into The Kanada, to the land
of clear cuts, shadowing forest, mos-
quitoes, and gravel roads. But first,
I needed the services of a reputable
realitor. Realitors, as opposed to re-
altors, help you come to grips with
your life. Fortunately, there was one
to hand, seasoned and personally
familiar, my long-time e-mail cor-
respondent, Dawn Stofer, for whom
I issued a business card, “Dominion
Realitors — Helping You Face the
Facts”.

... continued on Page 12. ..
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... continued from Page 11 . . .

It was no holds barred. I wanted a
clear cut, nothing less. We figured
out there were several grades. Grade
A, the most challenging, and there-
fore, morally, the most desirable,
was a fresh devastation - lots of new
slash, churned up ground, shattered
stumps, mud and mess. But this, un-
fortunately, was usually not available
for residential. Grade B was wind-
rowed, cleaned up, still excitingly
desolate. The road to the Cumber-
land Dump runs past a great Grade
B, especially enticing in heavy rain

castle. What I wanted was the need
to dispense with aesthetics altogeth-
er, to be utterly free of any whiff of
suburbia, to embrace the bulldozer.
Afterall, as anyone knows who has
walked the West Coast trail, all it
takes to make Nature into a garden
is the cultural intervention of a path.

The British poet Rupert Brooke
notoriously lamented the absence
of ruins in Canada, that essential
constituent of a sense of history. Of
course, he meant castles, and not
leaning totem poles or fallen long
houses or abandoned shellfish gar-

dens. This is an

(is that why I was fascinated by
a garden of verdant shell craters
at Verdun?) I looked at a couple
of Grade C sites on Denman, the
windrows now silvered, salal begin-
ning to spread back over the ground,
young trees of human height — but
for me, the frisson of brutalist de-
struction already faded. Youd just
be pretending here, like the English
gentry who erected classical follies
in vast gardens like Stowe. The roses
and rhodos would soon creep back
and I'd find myself stuck back in the
aesthetic fantasy of the Englishman’s

urge that must
be resisted. But
of ruin itself
there is abun-
dance, and it is
ruin I craved.

Which  brings
me to Charles
Jencks, the
Genghis Khan
of Denman Is-
land. Little had
I suspected the
daunting beauty
of a grade four
clear cut, a bespoke masterpiece of
old school log ‘em and leave ‘em.
After several decades, the knarled
trunks of big maples and the old
slash lay hidden by tall dried grass,
making walking treacherous. Where
the Steep Slopes had been logged
with thoughtless greed, the hillside
still had big patches of bare soil.
Huge boulders were still held in the
death clutch of the bleached stumps
and roots of the trees that had once
hidden them from the sun. The
whole landscape was already turned
topsy turvy with the broken and jag-

ged megaliths of a fallen cliff (“like a
castle that was blown up’, my com-
panion remarked. Ah Rupert - Ru-
pert, damn you! Instead, I fervent-
ly hoped that these were the gothic
product of the Great Shake of 1701,
famously recorded by Hokusai). The
building of logging roads exacerbat-
ed the chaos, pushing great rocks
into shadowed gullies. The Kanada
at last — that great economy of in-
dustrial destruction that underlies
the national psyche. I smugly pur-
chased a jackhammer for whatever
gardening might be possible.

Ah, but then, when I attend my first
meeting of Denman Works, what
is the first order of business but an
acknowledgement that we are meet-
ing on the unceded territory of the
Komoks Nation! Doesn't that pre-
cede the existence of Canada by
many centuries? Apparently, I have
moved into some sort of pre-contact
no-man’s land, a place where all the
unsmiling values I so craved to face,
had no meaning whatsoever. What's
more, everyone seems to love it.
There are moves to rename Denman
with its First Nations moniker. Of
course, this isn't the first time this
has happened. Modern European
civilization was built on the Renais-
sance love-affair with Greece and
Rome, about whose actual realities
they knew little. But the past is a vast
field of ideas that lay dormant and
come to life in another context, like
a kaleidoscope, revealing new pat-
terns of meaning. The future is not
anthropology.

Canada is an elusive place, as I start-
ed out saying. Maybe, moving into
the Kanada, I can only really move
into myself.




Dear deer

Id rather have you as a friend
Than have you as a food
For when you come fo visit
You brighten up my mood.

But when you eat my garden
I change my attitude.
I work the soil and pull the weeds;
My garden is love imbued.
Yet you can ruin my winter store
Need you be so rude?!

The earth grows all you need for
life.
Your predators are few.
Let us share the space together
In peace and gratitude.

Protected by a 6 foot fence,
My barrier, thin and crude
To keep dyou on the wild side
My garden flush with green
thumb pride;
While you walk jfr)ee, not fried or
stewed.

Thomas Provengal

LETTERS TO
THE EDITOR

YONI EGGS COME TO DENMAN
By Jan (formerly known as “Yawni”)

Sorry, “Do you have female repro-
ductive organs?” , I should have
stopped reading there, but I was
drawn in.

I'm a firm believer in that having a
strong vibrant Yoni can only serve to
strengthen the bond between wom-
en and men in our society.

My only issue is that during my play-
ing days for various rugby teams, my
nickname was “Yawni”. I now have
to rethink my whole rugby carrier.

Being a holder of male reproductive
organs, my own, I'm feeling a bit
left out, not in the in crowd. There
should be a version of Yoni eggs for
men, they would obviously have to

THE ISLANDS GRAPEVINE « NOVEMBER 15TH, 2018 * | 3

go by a different name, but they may
be beneficial to prostate health and
at the very least they could help stop
us from going around “losing our
s***” all the time.

Since I couldn’t attend the intro ses-
sion in person, I have a few ques-
tions. I was thinking of getting my
partner a Yoni egg as a christmas
present. How can I figure out the
proper size without tipping her oft?
Secondly, are these eggs microwav-
able? No one wants to have the expe-
rience of a cold Yoni egg and I think
that the microwaves might act to
stimulate the crystals natural vibra-
tory powers.

Anyway, I think that having a com-
munity in which there are strong vi-
brant Yoni’s could only serve to ben-
efit our island.

Thanks Celeste for sharing these
eggs with our Denman community.

Contract for management of Visit Denman Website
Denman Works is putting out a call for proposals to manage the Visit Denman website under contract on a

fee-plus-commission basis.

Visit Denman is intended as the visitor
well as attractions such as events and pu

Request for Proposal

%ortal to Denman with listings of accommodation, shops, and places to eat as
lic amenities such as boating facilities. Stories that convey the cultural context

of life are an essential feature of the content.

The website needs refreshing, update and new ideas.

Proposals must address the following requirements:

. A proposed Business Plan that includes:
. Development of marketing strategy
. Sale of advertising and customer account management
. Social media enhancement

. Content development, maintenance, posting, and update

Estimated cost
Schedule

Note that responsibility for technical maintenance of the website will remain with Denman Works.
The deadline for submissions is December 14, 2019
If this opportunity interests you, please contact us for a chat, more detailed information before preparing a submission.

Denman WORKS! Economic Enhancement Society
BC Society Registration No: S0058326
P.O.Box 99 1111 Northwest Rd Denman Island BC VOR 1T0
Cell: 778-838-7110 (Tony Gregson, Chair)
mail.com Website www.denmanworks.com

E-mail cgnmanresource@%g |

ce Hours 10:00 AM to noon Tuesday and Thursday

Performance measures
Interested businesses or individuals must be residents of Denman.
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Mr. Stofer

JUST A THOUGHT

“A day without

sunshine is like,
you know, night.”

« Steve Martin e
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CARPOOLING

HAVE ROOM FOR A PAS-
SENGER? NEED A RIDE?
Carpooling offers and requests
are free to run in The Islands
Grapevine. Contact us to
place your ad today. 335-1794,
theislandgrapevine@gmail.
com.

FOR SALE

VW JETTA 1990. Excellent
condition. New tires, battery,
platinum plugs, roofrack &
sunroof. Always serviced at
Valley Auto. 230,000miles
asking $3000. John Wells
335-1079

14’ ALUMINUM LUND, trailer,
motor -15 Yamaha 150 hours
operation. $3000 contact Bob
Vosburgh 335-0314

ALPACA & LLAMA socks,
yarn, toques, gloves, and raw
fibre. See Christine at the
FELT & FIBRE store located
at 1151 Northwest Road. Or
contact farm direct - Rose

- 335-1117 Denman Island
grown natural fibre.

APPLIANCES FOR SALE.
Ranges, washers, dryers,
fridges, dishwashers, gas/
electric range. All fully restored
and come with a full six month
warranty. Call Rick Graham
335-0954.

WAGNER FIREWOOD fir
firewood for sale. 2 cord units
$520 to Denman, $540 to
Hornby + GST. Phone or text
Scott at 334-7323.(DI)(02/22)

SERVICES
YVONNE'S BAKING 335-0460
A PRACTICAL AND HANDY

MAN ¢ Electrical <Plumbing
*Carpentry «40 plus years

experience as an electrician.
Licensed as a Master Elec-
trician, insured. Extensive
experience renovating houses.
Ty Runkle 250 702-1247

THORLACIUS TRUCKING
HAULING up to 6.5 yd of grav-
el or sand, and 10 yd of soil
and bark mulch.

Denman stock of drain rock,
navvy jack and bedding sand
for smaller loads - U pick up or
delivery available.

Kubota BX25 compact tractor
services with front end loader
and back hoe.

Call Lora & Chris Thorlacius,
250.650.9986 or email thor-
laciustrucking@gmail.com

FLOORING INSTALLATION
CARPET - Sheet Vinyl - Vinyl
Plank - Sub floorRe-stretches
Repairs 35 years in flooring
Buy your floor anywhere, have
it installed locally Serving
Denman and Hornby Don 250
999-2985 Email: tridon9306@
live.ca.(10/04-11/22)

GUTTERS 5" SEAMLESS
- supply and install, clean
and repair service as well.
Serving and saving Denman
and Hornby!!! Over 25 years
experience omg! 335-1986
kcgutters@outlook.com.(DlI)

MR. FIX-IT PLUMBING & All
household major and small
appliances. All large and small
machinery. Yard machinery,
chainsaws, outboards, auto-
motive, sharpening, welding
and fabricating. Call Rick Gra-
ham 335-0954.(HI)(12/20)

WATER CISTERNS FOR:
Rainwater harvesting, Well
supplementation, Septic
tanks, Fire suppression. Ed
Hoeppner, Aguarian Systems
Consultation and Design

aguariansystems@telus.net,
(250) 335-2037.(HI1)(02/15)

MAGNIFICENT TOPSOIL,
Bark Mulch, all gravels, Bison
compost, Treework, site clean
up, fir mill end firewood, roof
tear off, demolition. High
grade lumber. 30 years local
Entpr. Call Dave 218-9667.(Dl)
(12/20)

LOST & FOUND

STILL MISSING, FADED RED
CANOE about 15 ft, metal
gunwale, with a black K & M
painted on it. Last seen on
sandpiper beach, H.Is Aug. 28.
We suspect a joy ride that left
it abandoned or adrift. Please
call Katy Helliwell at 250-335-
3245 or email katytraveller@
yahoo.com if seen.

FOUND FIT BIT Gladstone
Way trail. Edi or Graeme 335-
2689

WE FOUND A PAIR of Silver
metal frame (prescription?)
eye glasses by our gate,
possibly dropped by someone
picking up “free” stuff near
5555 East Road - Shannon
Ford’s Studio 250-335-5533

NOTICES

THE TOY STUDIO is now
open by appointment until De-
cember 22nd. Call Christiane
at Tel 250-335 1844
www.silkfeltandwaldorftoys.
com

ROOM MATE WANTED

ROOM MATE NEEDED for
Dec. 1st. $600/month - in-
cludes rent, hydro, internet,
phone and heat. Call Ruth335-
2993.(DI)(07/26-11/01)
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PERSONALS

Senior gentleman, wishes to
correspond with a lady per-
haps seventy-five or so. | am
financially secure and in good
health. | am kind, and consid-
erate and even-tempered. My
interests include holistic living,
spiritual growth, and the envi-
ronmental movement. | live on
a very interesting and beau-
tiful Gulf Island. References
available. If the advertisement
interests you please reply to
Box 4 All Secure Storage,
3610 Christy Parkway, Cour-
tenay, BC VON 9T6. Please
include a telephone number in
your reply.

COMING SOON

We are planning on
resurrecting an old gem
from previous years the

CONSIGNMENT
CORNER.

This would feature a
“don’t pay until it goes”
with the payment being

a percentage of the price
the items is finally sold
for. Another bonus is the
option to have a small
photo included alongside
a description of the item.

For more information
please contact
the Grapevine at
250-335-1794 or
theislandgrapevine@
gmail.com.
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« BUSINESS DIRECTORY -

« (H) Hotnby « (D) Denman « (UB) Union Bay
« (FB) Fanny Bay - (C) Courtenay/Comox «

| + ACCOMMODATIONS & RENTALS - |

- Denman Activity Centre (Seniors) Rentals 33543027 (D/H)
- Denman Community Hall Rentals 335¢9177 (D/H)

2 halls, commercial kitchen, new sound system

suitable for concerts, plays, meetings, weddings, efc.

| + COMMUNITY RESOURCES - |

«Hornby & Denman Community Health Care Society 3352885 (D/H)
Home Support, Youth Outreach & Youth and Family Supeort

[« REAL ESTATE - INSURANCE « FINANCIAL SERVICES - |

- Baynes Sound Property [nsurance 335-2027 (D/H)

- Benfe Pilgaard, RE/MAX The Islands 3352510 (H/D)

- Cloutier Matthews LLP, Chartered Professional Accountants 338+2367 (All)
- Donna & Jenessa Tuele - Roval LePage Hornby 3351720 (H)

- Sheelagh Mackenzie, Fair Realty 702-6362 (D/H)

- Svlvie Schroeder - Roval LePage office, Denman & UB 8989199 (D/U)

[ * BUILDING - CONSTRUCTION - |

- Bobcat and Compact Excavator - Steve [saak 3351853 (All)

- David W. Steele - Carpentry & Renovations 702-9155 (D/H)

- Dean'’s Digger - Mini Excavator & Small Haul 2184534 (D/H)

- Denman Electric, Licensed, Fully Insured & Bonded 3353122 (D/H)

- Gutters Supply & Install - kegutters@outlook.com - Kevin 3351986 (D/H)
- Ken Fischer, B. Arch. - Home Design and Construction 3352976 (D/H)

- Kinefic Electric, licenced, bonded & insured 3351741 (D/H)

- Luke Felice - Carpentry/Millwork (12502280041 (H/D)

- Ray Ulovec-Backhoe/Excavator, Septic Installation 3353145 (D/H)

- Renaissance Stoneworks - natural stone/slate installation 335¢0220 (D/H)
+Rob Manering, Licensed Residential Builder 3353150 (D/H)

«Roc-Isle Drywall, Harvey Hodgins - 35 yrs exp. certified 3344776 (D/H)

- Seaside Electric - Licenced, Bonded & Insured 702-0570 (D/H)

- Stacy Seabrook Roofing, denmanstace@gmail.com 3347075 (All)

- Tyee Mechanical Ltd. licenced plb, htg, propane, efc. 2187688 (All)
-Water Tanks and Cisterns - Steve Isaak 3351853 (All)

[ « SERVICES - |

- Acupuncture, Herbs - Dr. Willo Walker, Dr. TCM 3351535 (D/H)

- Massage Clinic - 2796 Northwest Rd. - Leyah Kelly 3352584 (D)

- Chiropractic Care on Fridays - Dr. Dawn Armstrong, DC 4658482 (D)

« Peter T. Mason - Land Surveving 757-8788 (All)

- Trueview Treecare, seniors' discount « Wildbill 898+7246 (D/H)

-Yoga Classes, Holisfic Massage, 30 years exp. - Fiona Walker 3351535 (D/H)

THE

ISLANDS,

Whether it's advertising
your business services
or promoting a cultural
event, concert, art
opening or festival - The
Islands Grapevine is a cost-effective and consistent
means to reach over 1100 homes on a weekly basis.

« THE COMING WEEK'S EVENTS -

+ DENMAN ISLAND (DI) - HORNBY [SLAND (Hl) -
(THURSDAY150 ) MONDAY19 )
CAP SITE QUILTER’S GUILD
3-7 pm « Community School(DI) Meeting
D.I. FOOD BANK 9:30am - 3 pm - United Church Hall(DI)
3-7 pm « Community School(DI) GPA AGM
DAAC OPEN STAGE 7.9 pm-DAC(D)
730 pm - Back Hall(DI)
\ /
(_TUESDAY 20
CAP SITE
3-7 pm « Community School(DI)
LTC BUSINESS MEETING
9:30am - DAC(DI)
\ J
(__FRIDAY16
NIA CLASSES
10:30-2 pm
SATURDATTE <
(WEDNESDAY2]
3-7 pm « Community School(DI) CAP SITE
3-7 pm « Community School(DI)
7:30 pm « Back Hall(DI)
DIGS MEETING

2 pm - United Church(DI)

. I\ W,
( SUNDAY18 [ THURSDAY?22 )
DENMAN UNITED CHURCH CAP SITE
10:30 am(DI) 3-7 pm « Community School(DI)
PRESCHOOL BOARD D.I. FOOD BANK
Meeting 3-7 pm « Community School(DI)
3-5 pm - Back Hall(DI) ADIMS AGM
ISLA AGM 6 pm - Back Hall(DI)
3:30 pm - New Horizons(HI)
. AN /




