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“I have laughed more than daffodils and cried  more than June.“ • Sanober Khan

DENMAN HARDWARE
Reduced chicken, steer & mushroom 
fertilizers. West Coast Seeds. Garden 

Tools. Patio stones, mesh, lumber, 
plumbing & electrical

“Give Peas a chance.”
M-F: 9-4 & Sat: 10-3

250-335-2400 denmanhardware@gmail.com

D.I. General Store

SYLVIE SCHROEDER

____________________

Personal Real Estate Corporation

250-898-9199
YOUR LOCAL ISLAND REALTOR

Office next to the Denman General Store

Parksville-Qualicum Beach Realty Ltd
On Denman Island

                     New Listing! 
"The Marsh House"~A serene 25.9 Ac
property with a beautiful 2 bed/1 bed

custom home overlooking aquatic reserve,
detached wkshop, large greenhouse, barn

w/guest accomodation, garden & more 
 2201 Tristone Rd~$1,950,000

We are still looking for the right 
person to join our production team. 

Could it be you?
Email us at dichoc@telus.net

TREE SERVICE
• Tree removal • Limbing • Chipping •

• Spiral pruning • Tree topping •
• View enhancement •

• Danger tree assessor & faller •• Danger tree assessor & faller •
• Certified faller, insured, local •• Certified faller, insured, local •
Antoine 250-207-3884

The Pie Lady is retiring! 
Stock up on her goodies 

while they last!
Meat Pies - were $9, now $7
Dessert Pies - were $14, now $13
2” Pork Pies & Sausage Rolls - 

were $5 now $4
(I hope this doesn’t mean I’ll have to start 

baking my own? Could be dangerous!)

Ima’s Kitchen
Organic Bakery open every Friday 

Full variety of breads out of the oven by 1:30
Vegan ice cream shop open everyday 

9AM-dark
Find us at the Market every Saturday 

 

 

 

Bente Pilgaard
Managing Broker, Realtor

250-792-0128

The Islands

 

•   8.9 secluded acres  
                          listed by Bente Pilgaard

www.islandsrealestate.com

 

       SOLD
   Oasis acreage - The Point

shallow high producing well
fully forested w. cleared building site•   

•   

True View Tree Care
· Seniors Discount · Fully Insured ·
· Falling & Milling and Danger Trees ·
· Wind Firming · Spiral Pruning ·
· View Improvement · Pet Rescue ·

With 35 Years Experience
250-898-7246

Proudly serving Denman & Hornby
Islands for 15 years



COME get some new plants for your 
garden at our plant sale fundraiser, 

this Saturday, April 23, 9:30am-noon 
at recycling! We will have vegetables 
and other annuals as well as perennials, 

bushes and trees. The proceeds are going to our school garden which creates fun 
educational opportunities and produces food for our lunch program.

The Parent Advisory Committee 
will also be selling raffle tickets 
for their Mother’s Day gift 
basket. Tickets are $2 each or 3 
for $5 and we have some really 
excellent donations this year!
 
Our lunch program takes place 
on Thursdays and we cook 
together with grade 5-7 students 
and teachers. We are hoping to 
find a few regular volunteers that 
can come between once a month 
or one a week depending on their 
availability. 
 
The school garden committee is 
a new initiative where we invite 
community members to help 
make the school garden into a 
vibrant educational space. We 
welcome gardners, carpenters 
and farmers to get in touch!
 

SOME of you may have noticed the 
retrofitted shipping container in the 

parking lot of the Old School. Starting 
Saturday, April 23rd, we will be accepting 
used motor oil for recycling as well as 
empty oil and anti-freeze containers.  

Motor oil includes engine oil, hydraulic fluid, transmission fluid and power steering 
fluid (a more comprehensive list will be at the depot). The oil that we collect will 
be re-refined into new lubricating oil or sold as raw material for manufacturing 
through BC Used Oil Management Association. You can have a look at their website 
at bcusedoil.com

Any oil you bring in for recycling must be uncontaminated, which means it hasn’t 
been mixed with any other materials. Please bring it in a clean, sealed container. 
We will only accept used motor oil during the hours we are open (Wednesdays and 
Thursdays 2 pm-6pm and Saturdays 9am-5pm). If you need a container for your 
used motor oil we can find one from amongst our empty containers.  By September 
we will also be able to accept used anti-freeze and oil filters.

If you have any questions you can email me at stacey.armstrong@mac.com or 
message us through our Facebook page.

Recycle Your Used Oil 
at the Recycling Center 

on Denman
By Stacey Armstrong

� DI Waste Mangement Committee

COMMUNITY INFO
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Plant Sale Fundraiser 
this Weekend!

By Emily Guinane
� DICESCOMMUNITY INFO



WELL fine folks of Denmanistan, we are finally back to 
dancing.  It has been a long haul since we have been 

able to invite the whole community out to boogie, but on 
May 7th  it is happening.   We here at Concerts Denman 
have been booking shows constantly for the last 2 years 

that we haven't been able to present, and are happy to finally have them be allowed to happen again. 
Our Valentine's Comedy event with Shirley Gnome was a hit, though naughty and  confusing to 
some (as suggested on the flier) and the attendance for Half/Asian and Amy the CODA was small, 
everyone who attended had a blast.     This round is a DJ and electronic dance music event with 

Handsome Tiger, CoCaptain, and 
DJ Eliazar.   There will be a bar, and 
the dancing will start at 8:00 pm 
and go till midnight.  You know the 
two local folks, but here is some 
info on our touring guest coming 
from the mainland.  

Handsome Tiger is an Anishinaabe 
Métis, North African music 
producer/dj from Turtle Island, 
born and residing in Vancouver 
BC.    His production blends 
traditional sounds from his culture 
alongside other indigenous sounds, 
interwoven into the contemporary 

sounds of electronic bass music today.   No stranger to the Vancouver and West Coast music 
community, Handsome Tiger has played countless shows and gathered numerous releases under 
his belt.  Quickly becoming a west coast festival scene favourite with appearances at Bass Coast, 
Shambhala, and Rifflandia to name a few.   He's shared the stage with artists such as EarthGang, Snotty Nose Rez Kids, 
Ky-Mani Marley, Sister Nancy, DJ MADD, TMSV, Madam X, D Double E, Lady Chann, Hypho, Distinct Motive & Lighta! 
Sound. Named in CBC music’s 6 Indigenous artists you need to know in 2021 and CBC’s Reclaimed artists to watch in 2020.

With a love of bass music he’s been a strong advocate in supporting and contributing to many events in Vancouver’s 
underground Scene.   His DJ sets mix many flavours of sound system culture and global bass sounds including dubstep, 
grime, dancehall, afrobeats, rap and more all woven together to light up any dance floor.
 
We hope to see the community come out for a boogie and gain the togetherness we have shared in the past.  Let’s put our 
differences aside and remember how awesome our community can work together and play together. Bring some joy and 
positivity to the dance floor, and come shake your tail feathers.
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2022-04-21 (Thu)
Time PDT (m)	  (ft)
04:14	 3.5	 11.5
08:44	 4.2	 13.8
16:15	 0.6	 2
2022-04-22 (Fri)
Time PDT (m)	  (ft)
05:33	 3.6	 11.8
09:35	 4	 13.1
17:10	 0.8	 2.6
2022-04-23 (Sat)
Time PDT (m)	  (ft)
01:05	 4.8	 15.7
07:03	 3.4	 11.2
10:45	 3.8	 12.5
18:11	 1.1	 3.6
2022-04-24 (Sun)
Time PDT (m)	  (ft)
02:05	 4.7	 15.4
08:24	 3.2	 10.5
12:18	 3.6	 11.8
19:17	 1.3	 4.3
2022-04-25 (Mon)
Time PDT (m)	  (ft)
02:57	 4.7	 15.4
09:27	 2.8	 9.2
13:54	 3.5	 11.5
20:24	 1.6	 5.2
2022-04-26 (Tue)
Time PDT (m)	  (ft)
03:41	 4.7	 15.4
10:16	 2.5	 8.2
15:20	 3.6	 11.8
21:27	 1.8	 5.9
2022-04-27 (Wed)
Time PDT (m)	  (ft)
04:18	 4.7	 15.4
10:58	 2.1	 6.9
16:34	 3.8	 12.5
22:24	 2	 6.6
2022-04-28 (Thu)
Time PDT (m)	  (ft)
04:50	 4.6	 15.1
11:36	 1.7	 5.6
17:38	 4	 13.1
23:14	 2.3	 7.5

 

Concerts Denman - 
Dance the Night Away

By Eli Hason
� Concerts DenmanMUSIC

If you are interested in volunteering for our lunch program or joining our school garden committee 
please contact dices.emily@gmail.com. 
 
DICES is hiring summer camp staff! For more information about this fun filled opportunity, please 
visit dices.ca.
 
Don’t miss the Blood Pressure Clinic by our Community paramedics, Friday April 29th at 3:30pm 
at the portable. Email dices.emily@gmail.com or call 250 335 2058 to register. 
 
Last but not least we would like to thank Comox Valley Community Foundation (CVCF) who 
supported the purchase of a new dishwasher as well as other kitchen equipment for our school 
lunch program.The CVCF is an amazing foundation that supports many exceptional projects in the 
valley. To learn more about their work at cvcfoundation.org.



AS Graeme Isbister pointed out, it 
was fifty-one days since the Russian 

invasion began. The group that gathered 
for the vigil in front of the St. John’s An-

glican Church on Good Friday was smaller than the previous three, but it was 
considerably enlivened by the presence of two families of Ukrainian descent, all 
with items of traditional Ukrainian clothing. They spoke of their contact with 
people in the Ukraine, relatives or people they know from working there. Their 
stories and information painted a vivid picture, bringing the situation home. Peo-
ple remarked how the Ukrainians are so like us in many ways, it is hard not to 
identify personally with what is happening to them. 

Graeme read out a poem (posted on her Facebook account) by Lana Nicole 
Niland, a Canadian who moved to the Ukraine eleven years ago and has chosen 
to stay in Kiev where she ventures out to shop for neighbours who are too fright-
ened to leave their apartments. Her poem resonates with love for an extraordinary 
country:

Take my hand and I will take you to the mountains of the Karpaty where the 
Hutsuls ring their trembita and tend the foothills. 

Take my hand and I will take you to the shores of Odesa where we will dip our 
toes in the salty sea water and splash in the setting sun. 

Take my hand and I will take you to Chernihiv where temples and monasteries 
many hundreds of years old whisper tales of transgression and virtue of every 

visitor who may cross its border. 
Take my hand and I will take you to the Sich of Zaprozhia where the spirit of the 

Hetman still reigns strong and true. 
Take my hand and I will take you to Kharkiv - the first capital of Ukraine, were 

industry and trade turn ordinary men into knowledgeable tradesmen. 
Take my hand and I will take you to the forests of Volyn where you will find 

castles and fortresses and a picturesque tunnel of love. 
Take my hand and I will take you to the beauty of Bukovyna where the diverse 

ethnic landscape creates a mosaic of cultures. 
Take my hand and I will take you to the plains of Poltava where unspeakable 

truths are being revealed on a land much stronger than any occupier might ever 
have guessed. 
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Slava Ukraine

By Anthony GregsonSPECIAL INTEREST

Take my hand and I will take you 
across a country far greater, might-
ier and more beautiful, soulful and 

authentic than anyone, including its 
neighbours, and perhaps even its resi-

dents, ever realised. 
This is Ukraina and she is a light in the 

darkness that surrounds her.

It is one thing to have the big picture, 
another to see it from the ground. From 
a macro military viewpoint, the odds 
against the Ukraine can seem discour-
agingly bleak; but when we hear about 
the personal impact of the war and the 
resistance, you simply cannot accept 
the idea of defeat. Certainly, this is what 
I felt hearing what Jessica Thompson 
had to say. A human rights lawyer, Jessi-
ca worked in the Ukraine observing the 
elections after the 2014 Orange Revolu-
tion saw off the pro-Russian president, 
Viktor Yanukovych, into exile. Seeing 
the fervent desire for democracy of 
election officials in small communities, 
there was no way that the ballot was go-
ing to be corrupted.  

Jessica also pointed out how important 
it is to let Ukrainians know that we are 
thinking of them and to help in whatev-
er way we can. Anything you can do is 
hugely appreciated. 

Some of us had candles; everyone had a 
voice for the songs, led by David Hay-
ward on the guitar, the well known Let 
There Be Peace on Earth: and let It Be-
gin With Me, sung even at the United 
Nations, and the traditional canon, 
Donna Nobis Pacem (Grant Us Peace), 
ending Donna Ukraine pacem. 



ON May Eve, 30 April, and the first 
day of May, Beltain, we celebrate 

the last festival of spring and the first 
festival of summer.  I am writing this a 
little ahead of time to give people time to 

prepare a proper celebration.   

This is an old-fashioned Celtic nature festival but the customs of the Celts are 
mirrored in many other cultures.  For example, the Romans celebrated the Parilia, 
a very ancient shepherd festival, with many of the same practices such as jumping 
over fires and leading the flocks and herds between fires for purification.  The 
Romans, never very accurate astronomers, celebrated their spring festival on the 
twenty first of April.  Spring coming earlier in Rome than in the British Isles.  

Why do people still celebrate this festival?  Druids and adherents of other nature-
based religions do so to mark the turning of the year's wheel and to keep themselves 
attuned to the seasons and because everyone likes a party.  I think there are too 
few celebrations in our current culture that do not revolve around being greedy.  

Christmas has, largely, degenerated into a festival of overeating and being greedy 
for presents while being stressed out trying to shop for presents that in the end, 
may not be well received.  There is too much hype for any mere real present to 
satisfy the longing created by all that advertising.  

Easter is similar.  It used to be a festival of divine death and resurrection (which is 
something a lot of Gods feel the need to do) but now I just ask people if the Great 
Sky Bunny has brought them lots of chocolate eggs.   

So, Beltain is all about the return of the sun, fertility, pleasure and the renewal 
of life.  Its emblem is the Hawthorn blossom, also called May blossom, which 
is, sadly, almost never in bloom on our 
islands during Beltain as we are that bit 
too far north.  I usually have something 
blooming in the garden or orchard and 
use that in place of the hawthorn.  

I have two rituals to complete for 
Beltain, belonging as I do to two old-
fashioned Druid orders.  My first order 
is the Ancient Order of Druids in 
America (AODA) and I have received 
great benefits from joining that order 
and pursuing their course of study.  My 
second order is the Order of Bards, 
Ovates and Druids (OBOD), a British 
order and I have learned a great deal to 
my benefit from that order as well.  

Anyone interested in these orders can 
look them up online where they both 
have good web sites.  These two orders 

Green Wizardries,
Beltain: A Celebration!

By Maxine RogersSPECIAL INTEREST
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actionplan

3892

APRIL 14 – MAY 12
ONLINE SURVEY

bctransit.com

Help Us Shape the Future of Transit throughout  
the Comox Valley!
BC Transit and the Comox Valley Regional District want  
your feedback on transit service priorities in the Comox  
Valley Regional Transit System.

To provide your feedback and  
to access our online survey, visit  
engage.bctransit.com/comoxvalley2022  
or scan the QR code pictured here.

3892_COM BC Transit
The Islands Grapevine
4.95" x 4.00"
Insertion Date: April 14, 21, 28, May 5, 2022

Reber Creative for BC Transit
250-383-5255

are very friendly with each other and 
their teachings mesh well.  In fact, our 
current AODA Archdruid is a very 
accomplished member of OBOD too.  

You don't have to join an order to be a 
Druid.  In fact, I have met many good 
Druids who have never as much as 
heard of Druidry but the orders are fun 
and really helpful if you like that sort 
of thing.  The great thing in Druidry is 
to learn from nature and to care for the 
Living Earth.  

For anyone who would like to celebrate 
Beltain and would like to know the 
traditions around it, you must already 
have heard of Maypole dancing.  This is 
an English custom and in Ireland, being 
so much poorer (largely due to being 
looted by the English) they danced 
under a decorated bush held up on a 
long pole.  The Irish bush was decorated 
with ribbons, shells, painted eggshells 
and flowers.  Dancing is a large part of 
Beltain celebrations.  So are flowers.  If 
you can't manage a May pole, then 
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...continued from P.5

Graham Lake Swim Dock
So many of us get so much pleasure swimming 
off the dock down at Graham Lake; but with so 
much use, and at times such inclement weather, 
we now need to do some serious renovations on 
the dock.  Our preferred option is to raise about 
$15,000 to $20,000 to do a complete overhaul, 
something that will last for years (the last dock 
was built in 2007 and has made it to today), 
the second option is to raise about $2,500 now, 
have another go at patchwork, and see if we can 
put the money together for the major work over 
the coming year.  Our plan is to see how much 
money comes in by May 15 this year, if we have 
enough to do the major renovations by then, 
we’ll proceed; if not, we’ll do what needs to be 
done to keep the dock afloat for another year 
and keep collecting money for a major overhaul 
in 2023.  If you would like to help, please make 
a cheque out to DIRA, and send it to the DIRA 
mailing address, 5901 Denman Road, Denman 
Island, BC, V0R 1T0.  Cheques or cash can also 
be dropped off at the Graham Lake Swim Dock 
box in the general store (left side of the main 
counter).  If you would like further details, or 
would like to help with the renovations, please 
contact J Thornton at 250-335-9089 or jmt.
rtd@gmail.com (we are very grateful to J for 
leading the charge back in 2007).  
Thanks so much, and happy swimming!
Graham Lake Swim Dock Committee
Ian Elliot (Chair)
ianelliot0@gmail.com

dancing under a 
bunch of spring 

flowers would be perfectly in the spirit of 
the tradition.

The next really important part is to make a 
couple of fires and lead your flock of sheep 
or goats or herd of cattle between the fires 
three times.  If you are a poor person and 
have no flocks or herds, you can carry your 
cat, a representative of your chicken flock or 
lead your dog, children and friends between 
the fires.  This is a traditional blessing and 
was done until about the 1950's in parts of 
Britain.  The smoke from the fire purifies 
the people and animals from disease and 
misfortune.  After this, the livestock were 
taken to their summer pastures which was a 
great event in the agricultural year.  

After the flocks and herds have been purified, people can jump over the fires if they are strong and fit.  People with mobility 
issues can walk around the fires while saying prayers.  Pregnant women traditionally waited for the fires to die down a bit 
and then stepped over the fires to ensure an easy childbirth.  Parents would pass babies and small children over the fires to 
the other parent.  This had all best be done three times.  The power of the fires can be substantially increased by adding last 

year's dried Saint John's wort, bay leaves and  blue vervain to the fires to produce a 
stronger blessing effect.  

Prayers of gratitude to whatever deities you like are also part of this festival.  Tradition 
associates Beltain with Apollo, Bel, Sol Invictus and other sun Gods and Goddesses.  
The dwarf God, Priapus, is the guardian of gardens, orchards and bees.  You may 
very well find it worthwhile to address some prayers to him.  

This is a great time to plant some seeds in the garden and it may even be warm 
enough for seeds to germinate after this very long cold spring.  If humans show the 
Gods that we are interested in the return of good weather and fertility, the Gods will 
likely give us more of the things we politely ask for.  Woe unto the people when they 
forget their duty to the Immortal Gods!  

Then, there is the feast.  This does not mean disgusting excess.  It means inviting 
friends for a nice simple meal of seasonal produce including eggs as a symbol of 
resurrection, spring and because the hens are laying well with the return of the sun.  

Other good things to feature are chives which are springing up now, kale blossoms, 
nettles, spring greens, milk products if you are milking and fresh loaves from last 
year's grain harvest.  I bake a special cake stuffed full of spices that have aphrodisiac 
effects, Beltain being a festival of delight.  I use chocolate, nutmeg, cardamom, 
cloves, honey, fresh ginger grated and cherry liqueur (homemade of course).  These 
spices can be added to your favourite cake recipe to make a very tasty Beltain cake.  
I dust the top of the cake with cocoa powder.  I do hope all my readers have a happy 
and blessed Beltain.  



What happened to our Imagination?

HUMANS have thrived and survived 
great odds for a long time.  They 

needed very little in terms of “stuff ”.   Clean air, wholesome food and fresh water 
were obvious needs.   Basic shelter and clothing were (and still are) pretty darn 
useful too.  Those are the obvious things we can point to.  What else do humans 
need to thrive?  I would say community and a sense of belonging are vital to a 
happy and peace loving human.  Most of us live on these small islands for that 
reason.  “A sense of place” is a concept that we intuitively understand.  Yes, we are 
a pretty place, but it’s our community that draws and keeps people here more than 
anything else.

I’ve been thinking about Hilary Brown lately.  I had the great privilege of spending 
a lot of time with Hilary after moving to Hornby thirty years ago with my partner 
and our toddler.  We were looking for somewhere that would give our family a 
“sense of place”.
  
I got to know Hilary shortly after arriving on Hornby.  She saw that I was young 
and strong and passionate about gardening.  It didn’t take long before I was 
spending time in Hilary’s garden, volunteering to help her put it back into shape.    
By that time Hilary’s garden was a Romneya Poppy jungle.  It had a lot of charm 
and beauty because of those magnificent towering blooms that seemed to find her 
sandy conditions near the ocean irresistible.  It was a heavenly place to be.   I loved 
having tea with Hilary on her porch and hearing about her dreams of finding her 
perfect spot to create a “garden by the sea”.   Generations of families have enjoyed 
being part of the Heron Rocks campground that Hilary and Harrison started.  “A 
sense of place” and community was what that beautiful creation of imagination 
manifested.

In her 70 years as a Hornby resident, Hilary had been instrumental in the 
initiation of nearly every community facility and many traditions that existed 
on the Island as of her death in 2007.  
These included the Co-op store, Heron 
Rocks Campground, Elderhousing, New 
Horizons, The Heron Rocks Friendship 
Center, The annual Plant sale and the 
annual Harvest Festival.  I’m sure there 
were more.  Hilary was a powerhouse 
and she inspired many others and me 
during her reign as a grassroots local 
leader.   There was no stopping her in her 
vision for the community.  

Hilary was also a driving force in the 
creation of the Islands Trust and she 
helped to initiate that level of local 

• THE ISLANDS GRAPEVINE • APRIL 21ST, 2022 • 7 •

Shortages in the Land of 
Plenty

By Helen GrondOPINION

continued on P.9...

Denman Island Local Trust Committee 
www.islandstrust.bc.ca 

northinfo@islandstrust.bc.ca 
250.247.2063 

DENMAN LTC ELECTRONIC SPECIAL MEETING 
Friday, April 29, 2022 at 4:00 PM 

The LTC is holding this meeting to review the most recent updates to 
application DE-RZ-2021.1 (Denman Housing Association/Denman Green) 
and to consider advancing bylaws to a public hearing in late May.  
The LTC will also be initiating a new project to review housing policies and 
regulations and will discuss the scope and objectives of the project. 

Tune in to the live stream @ 
https://collaboratevideo.net/islandstrust/E 

Members of the public who do not have access to the internet may view the live stream 
in the Islands Trust Northern Office Boardroom, 700 North Road, Gabriola Island, BC.  
This meeting will be recorded and posted to the Islands Trust website 

 

government as a defensive force against 
indiscriminate development.  This was 
a serious issue in the early 70’s and 
the lack of land use bylaws was a real 
problem.   All rural areas in BC that had 
the wow factor were ripe for the picking 
by developers.  It was shady for sure 
but probably the blame needs to land 
squarely on the shoulders of multiple 
politicians who contributed to those 
conditions and were asleep at the wheel.  

There was a noticeable chill that set in 
by the mid-nineties when the Island 
became increasingly more politicized.  
Long accepted, OCP supported 
practices like home sharing came 
under attack by the Islands Trust.   A 
major local push for an industrial zone 
never went anywhere.  The shortage of 
commercial space made it difficult to 
start and retain businesses that could 
support a more diverse economy for 
locals.  You couldn’t just do what was 
needed on your own land any more and 
the Islands Trust was never very good at 
creating alternatives.   We are a tourist 
community by design and so are a lot of 
other communities.

DENMAN SINGS
“The Beatles”
August 8-12

For more info call Kathy 250-335-0559 
or email kathyrieder@telus.net
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1-800-442-8664 citywest.ca/dropping-in

O n  D e n m a n  I s l a n d ,  p i c k  u p  
a  p r i n t e d  f o r m  a t  A b r a x a s  

o r  t h e  D e n m a n  S t o r e

02

D r o p p i n g  I n  o n l i n e  a t  
c i t y w e s t . c a / d r o p p i n g - i n

01

L a s t  c h a n c e  t o  s i g n  u p  f o r  a  d r o p !
H o w  t o  s i g n  u p  f o r  a  d r o p

* C o n d i t i o n s  a p p l y

I f  y o u  h a v e  a l r e a d y  fi l l e d  o u t  a  d r o p p i n g  i n  f o r m ,  y o u  c a n  
p r e - r e g i s t e r  a n d  g e t  2  m o n t h s  o f  f r e e  I n t e r n e t !

C o n s t r u c t i o n  i s  s t a r t i n g

Denma n  Is la n d
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Marriage Commissioner
The Vital Statistics Agency, Ministry of Health, is looking for 
an individual to serve as a Marriage Commissioner for Hornby 
Island. The individual will perform civil marriages within their 
community on behalf of the agency. Applicants must reside on 
Hornby Island in order to be considered for this position.

For information and an application form  
please visit our website at:  

gov.bc.ca/becoming-a-marriage-commissioner

Affordable housing accessibility in every form has been falling over the years.  The community has 
yet to address a critical need for simple temporary summer housing.  With inflated costs of living 

(ferries, taxes, building costs, etc.) people had to start looking for more ways to get by.  It was getting harder to live a simple 
and peaceful lifestyle for many, even retirees with established homes.  Many people tried for years and were never able to 
gain a foothold on Hornby.  More and more fulltime residents began to rely on tourism to survive.  It became a crucial part 
of the economy.  

The change in the mid-nineties was visceral.   The tensions we feel today seemed to date back to that time and the pressures 
were largely political.  We no longer felt that trusted organizations like the Trust and BC ferries were “on our side”.  They only 
pretended to listen.  Meetings became stiff and formal and there was no room to explore productive dialogue.  Outcomes 
were predetermined.

People stopped going to meetings and community involvement faded.  We could no longer use our voices and our imagination 
to create what people like Hilary Brown had done for decades.  Instead, government money started to flow onto Hornby.  
Millions were required to buy the Link-Parsons land and many Islanders worked diligently for years to help make that 
happen.  After that, it was as if the taps opened up and expensive projects became the norm.  On top of that, rules around 
construction tightened up with the new stringent BC housing regulations.  The fantastic driftwood homes that people had 
built for next-to-nothing morphed into high priced architecturally designed versions of those earlier inexpensive creations 
of found and recycled materials.  

The independent “do it yourself ” mentality seemed to be thwarted and it became all about seeking government funds for 
projects that were more about making Hornby desirable to the outside world then helping folks keep a roof over their heads.  
Hornby committees (and there are many) started having to spend a lot of their time raising money to pay people to apply for 
grants so they could be paid to apply for more grants so they could be paid.  Hornby left behind its confident, funky, old-time 
farmy groove to become unsure of who it was supposed to be.  Hornby was never a place to make money and that has become 
a great challenge to many who thought they could live here without much of it.

This was about the time frame that the United Nations’ initiative “Agenda 21”, that Canada, and close to 200 other countries, 
had signed onto.   This is a brief summary: (https://www.postsustainabilityinstitute.org/what-is-un-agenda-21.html).  This is 
the full 350 page report:  https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/outcomedocuments/agenda21/

This was noticeable in government policies but most of us had no idea what was happening behind the scenes.   We just knew 
that people didn’t seem to matter anymore.   Government funded experts came and went and they decided what could and 
couldn’t be done using their endless targeted studies to justify their rules.  Our community started to split apart.

Some people think “big” and intrusive government is a good thing.  It certainly has come with a steady flow of money.  The 
price has been very high though.  It has cost us our imagination and our independence.  Are we really expecting much from  
Government Induced Economic Misadventures Inc. (GIEMI)?  Maybe, we need to reclaim our communities and look for our 
own homegrown solutions as more and more controlling 
governments are clearly making everything worse.  There 
are many possibilities and we may have to go back to the 
time when we knew best how to fix our own problems.  We 
used to be really good at it.   The proposed Islands Trust 
revised Policy Statement, on the other hand is clearly headed 
in the exact opposite direction and is closely following the 
Agenda that distant billionaires have laid out for us decades 
ago.   

I wonder what Hilary would think of the current revised 
Trust policy statement proposal?  Many of her projects 
would likely face stiff opposition if they were initiated today.   
Not to mention all the other regulations by various levels of 
government.  There would be no future for her, as a young 
person if she were to arrive on Hornby now, just like our 
own young people.  So much wasted imagination!

...continued from P.7



I hope that by the time you read this 
column, spring will have arrived in 

the form of warmer temperatures. I don't 
know about you, but I'm getting so very 

tired of all this cold and damp. All right, that's my only complaint out of the way. 
Life is amazing! Flowers scent the chilly air. I step outside my front door and I can 
smell the neighbourhood flowers. What a tonic is the sweet breath of spring.
 
I missed writing a column last week, because my brains were soaked in music and 
I couldn't focus on writing. I spent last Monday and Tuesday in the Barn Studio 
with the one and only Marc Atkinson. It was a revelation. When a lifelong dream 
manifests at the ripe and ready age of 65, what can you say? Marc has lived on 
Hornby for 18 years. I've been shy to approach him, because oh my god, he's Marc 
Atkinson, and who am I? Then I was gifted studio time to record with him (thank 
you thank you!), so I had to step through the invisible barrier I'd erected between 
my hero and I. When I did, I found him to be a sweet, humble, kind and easy to 
work with human, in addition to being one of Canada's most talented musicians.
 
This column isn't a commercial for the Barn Studio, but I am going to point out 
what a fantastic resource it is for our island. When Marc shared the story of how 
he and Deirdre moved to Hornby, I realized, ah, of course. I know how it goes: 
when Hornby wants you, space opens. Doors opened, synchronicity provided, 
and they stepped into a magical, timely opportunity to move here without even 
knowing they wanted to. It is clear this island wanted these lovely people and what 
they had to offer. When Deirdre slid easily into the slot opened by the passing of 
the Hornby Festival's Artistic Director, that was icing on the cake.
 
In addition to his recording engineering skills, Marc provides multi-instrumental 
accompaniment for the music, placing a professional frame around our song 
creations to show them in the best light. This is Marc's dream, and he's living it. 
How wonderful, to have the dream of helping others actualize their dreams. What 
a gift. This man could be touring the world, playing his virtuoso music in shiny 
sparkly rooms to critical acclaim, and yes, sometimes he does that, but he'd rather 
hang out on Hornby, helping people like me (as well as professional musicians 
who come here to record) make our homegrown songs sparkle and shine. I am 
thrilled with what he has helped me create in those two days.
 
I write songs. They fly into me, and they won't shut up. Over the years, I've collected 
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Phoenix Riting!

By Phoenix BeeSPECIAL INTEREST

quite a few and performed them a fair 
amount, solo and with my partner. But 
despite all appearances, I'm painfully 
shy. I show up and spill out my music, 
then I go home and convince myself 
that it was awful. Dark voices drag me 
down. Then the music rises again, and 
I am compelled to go out and repeat 
the process all over. It can be agonizing. 
But having a good recording holds up a 
clear mirror to the music, shines it up 
and shows its beauty.
 
Over our two days together, we finished 
one song and completed most of 
another. We have another couple of 
recording days booked in May, and 
more to come after that. It's never too 
late for the ice to crack, melt and flow. 
If you, like me, are a shy human with 
songs in your heart, this column is for 
you. It's tremendously painful to hold 
our creations apart from the world, 
when they pressure us so, to be shared. 
But we have an amazing resource, right 
here on our little island.
 
Now, when I feel like a fraud, I can press 
'play' on my shiny new song, and have 
an immediate reality check. And it's 
good. It's really good. Thank you, new 
friend.
 
I would love to hear from you! Email 
me at phoenixonhornby@gmail.com
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Multi-types
by Thomas Provençal

I change some random pronouns 
to make sure I include 
all human interlocutors 

avoiding being rude. 
Words reflect our prejudice, 

how people we perceive, 
revealing inner stories 

we subconsciously believe. 
When gender creeps in to the 

room 
minds may sensitize 

to a physical dichotomy 
with boxes cut to size. 

When one erases attitudes 
held in stereotypes 

one opens up a window 
to myriad multi-types.  

250-335-9143
theislandsgrapevine@gmail.com

ADVERTISING SERVICES & PRICING
Prices effective as of April 21st, 2022

All prices include GST

PROMOTIONAL ARTICLES
$39.20 for up to 

300 words plus one 
graphic/photo. 

CLASSIFIED ADS
30 words or less.

1 week
2 weeks
3 weeks
4 weeks
5 weeks
6 weeks
7 weeks
8 weeks

• $9.41
• $17.24 ($8.62/wk)
• $23.53 ($7.84/wk)
• $31.37 ($7.84/wk)
• $37.22 ($7.44/wk)
• $44.67 ($7.44/wk)
• $51.60 ($7.37/wk)
• $56.53 ($7.07/wk)

$4.70/week for each 
additional 30 words

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
LISTINGS

6 weeks

12 weeks

25 weeks

50 weeks

• $31.34($5.22/wk)

• $56.45 ($4.70/wk)

• $101.88 ($4.08/wk)

• $164.92 ($3.30/wk)

INSERTS/HANDBILLS
$70.56/Island

Please contact us to find out 
how many you should print.

- or -
we can print it:

$7.84/100 (letter-sized - one-side)

$13.44/100 (letter-sized - two-side)

BOX/DISPLAY ADS
Front Page • $23.52/1x1

Inside Page • $20.38/1x1

Please ask about our discounts for 
ordering and prepaying for multiple 
ad placements.  Refer to examples 
below for actual ad sizes.  We cover 
everything from a small 1x1 to full 
page.



• 12 •  APRIL 21ST, 2022 • THE ISLANDS GRAPEVINE •

• DOWN •
1. Broth cooked 	
    rice
2. Festoon
3. Catch on
4. Political 		
    outcast
5. Cash reserves
6. Angry state
7. 82nd element
8. Exclude
9. Brings to bear
10. Kitchen boss
11. Absorb, as 		
      costs
12. Afflicted
13. Ball perch
21. Show 		
      affection
23. Someone 		
      who bets
26. A Heep of 		
      Dickens
27. Branch of 		
      Islam
28. Actor’s actor
30. Small boys
31. Egg 		       	
      producing 		
      organ
33. Sound of 		
      deep thought
34. Costello’s 		
      partner
35. Unusual 		
      article
36. French 		
      writer Zola

• ACROSS •
1. Book increment
5. Love, in a sense
8. Double dealing
14. Part of i.e.
15. Anteceding
16. Breathe out
17. Currency of 		
      Lesotho
18. Adriatic, e.g.
19. Bailey of 		
      comics
20. In a correct 		
      manner
22. Dopey, e.g.
24. Disloyal
25. Actor Carney
26. Dos Passos 		
      subject
29. Creamy quaff
32. Shoulder 		
      gesture
34. Air hero
37. Contribute
38. Collect ore
39. Bulge
41. 5th tire
43. Educator 		
      Horace
44. Verve, Italian 	
      style
45. Get ready for 	
      an exam
46. Banged into
47. Greased
49. Lofty nests, 		
      var.
52. Bearing pivot

53. Act the human
55. Capitol body
59. Fastener
61. Giraffe 		
      relatives
62. Fish hawk
65. Archaic
67. Ardent 		
      followers
68. A source of 		
      starch
69. Ring around 	
      the collar
70. Carbamide
71. Pollen holder
72. Bio-pouch
73. Be a 		
      homebody

40. “Annabel 	
      Lee” author
42. Appearing 	
      at intervals
48. Editor’s 	
      word
50. Cry over a 	
      mouse
51. Foul ups
54. Nylon 	
      cousin
56. Asunder
57. Ringworm
58. Class paper
59. Study hard
60. D.C. types
62. Jupiter’s 		
      mother
63. Heavy 		
      imbiber
64. Bake sale 		
      grp., maybe
66. Actress 		
      Thompson

• GRAPEVINE CROSSWORD •• GRAPEVINE CROSSWORD •

• LAST WEEK’S ANSWERS •• LAST WEEK’S ANSWERS •

No matter 
how much 
you push the 
envelope it 
will always be 
stationary.

“

“

CrossKit.com - Daily Sudoku Puzzle - 04-19-2022
The answers for the puzzles can be found in the crossword dictionary at http://www.crosskit.com/dictionary/• TEST YOUR MATH SKILLS •• TEST YOUR MATH SKILLS •
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• CLASSIFIED ADS •• CLASSIFIED ADS •

• SERVICES •

SBD (SHEL BRODSGAARD) 
EXCAVATION & SERVICES: Bark 
Mulch. Soil. Gravel. Dump Runs. 
Mid-size Excavation and Hauling 
Services. Contact 250.703.3898 
or sheldano@telus.net 

MAGNIFICENT TOPSOIL, (Serving 
Denman & Hornby since 1988) 
Bark Mulch, all gravels, Bison 
compost, Treework, site clean 
up, fir mill end firewood, roof 
tear off, demolition. High grade 
lumber. 30 years local Entpr. Call 
Dave 218-9667.(DI)

RUBBISH/TRASH REMOVAL. 
Truck and single axle trailer. 
Lawn cutting come Springtime. 
Small Kubota tractor/backhoe. 
Ideal for small yard work Call 
Brian: 250-335-2390 or 250-650-
2390

THORLACIUS TRUCKING Top soil, 
bark mulch, gravel and sand.  
Call Chris & Lora, 250-650-9986. 
denmantruck@gmail.com

GUTTERS seamless, supply 
and install also repairs, for free 
estimate contact Kevin at 250 
335 1986 or cell at 250 667 3233. 
Serving All Areas. 

• FOR SALE •

ALPACA SOCKS, MITTENS, HATS 
AND TOQUES.  Fibre for felting 
and artwork. Rose 335-1117 D.I. 

RECUMBENT TRIKE - $1500/obo 
- call 335-2377 for more info.

WAGNER FIREWOOD. 2 cords to 
Denman, $610 plus GST.  Hornby, 
$630 plus GST.  Text or call Scott 
at 250-334-7323 

• COMMUNITY NOTICES •

COMOX VALLEY TRANSITION 
SOCIETY EMERGENCY CRISIS 
LINE: 250-338-1227 or Text: 
250-218-4034 For more info visit 
https://cvts.ca 

COMMUNITY SERVICES FROM 
DENMAN WORKS Projector 
and screen: Book with Abraxas 
Books and Gifts 250-335-2731 
abraxas9@telus.net  Zoom 
meetings (unlimited time 
and free recording): See 
denmanworks.wordpress.com/
contact/ 

• EMPLOYMENT •

ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAM 
COORDINATOR Are you under 
30 and interested in being an 
integral part of the reopening 
of the Hornby Island Natural 
History Centre this summer? We 
are looking for an energetic, 
enthusiastic person to join us for 
30 hours a week, for 12 weeks, 
beginning mid-June 2022. Check 
out our website for details. 
www.hornbynaturalhistory.
com Application closing date: 
April 29, 2022. Please email a 
cover letter and your resume to 
hornby.naturalhistory@gmail.
com 

BLACKBERRY LANE CHILDREN’S 
CENTER seeks a certified full 
or part-time Early Childhood 
Educator. Candidate must be 
comfortable guiding groups of up 
to 8 children, ages 1-5. Applicant 
will be community-minded, 
positive and engaging. We 
provide competitive wages 
in a supportive, non-profit 
environment in a brand 
new facility. Wage based on 
experience and education. 
Please send resume 
to blackberrylanecentre@yahoo.
com by April 30th. Starting 
Summer/Fall 2022 or sooner. 

BLACKBERRY LANE CHILDREN’S 
CENTRE seeks a part-time Centre 
Manager. The Ideal candidate 
will be familiar with BC childcare 
licensing laws and regulations 
and have a minimum 2 years’ 
experience in managing the 
day-to-day operations of a small 
organization. Applicants must 
have excellent communication 
skills and relevant work 
experience in team building, 
budgeting and grant writing. 
Wage based on experience 
and education Please email: 
thebblboard@gmail.com for a 
detailed job description. Position 
closes April 30th. 

THE GENERAL STORE needs two 
more employees to start right 
away.  The applicants must have 
some work experience, be able 
to take direction but also be able 
to determine and prioritize what 
needs to be done.  A Serving It 
Right certificate is necessary, as 
are references.  Call 250 335-
2293 or email denmanisland.
generalstore@gmail.com if 
interested.   A resume could also 
be dropped off at the Store. 

• FREEBIES •

LARGE SHEETS OF GLASS, enough 
for a greenhouse or ?  Free.  250-
335-0351

• WANTED •

LICENSED GUN BUYER wants 
your unwanted rifles & shotguns. 
Cash buyer, call 250-335-1686 or 
250-650-0355
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FORTNIGHT EVENTS

THURSDAY 21

FRIDAY 22

SATURDAY 23

MONDAY 25
TUESDAY 26

WEDNESDAY 27

THURSDAY 28

SUNDAY 24

• RECYCLING CENTRE 2-6pm
• BOTTLE DEPOT 2-6pm
• CAP SITE 4-7pm
• FOOD BANK 4-7pm
• FREE STORE 5-7pm
• ISLANDS TRUST meeting Denman 	
	        Activity Center 6:30pm

• RECYCLING CENTRE 9-5pm 
• BOTTLE DEPOT 9-5pm
• FREE STORE 9-Noon
• FARMERS MARKET Old School 9:30am                 

• RECYCLING CENTRE 2-6pm
• BOTTLE DEPOT 2-6pm
• CAP SITE 4-7pm
• FOOD BANK 4-7pm
• FREE STORE 5-7pm

• AA Meeting DI United Church 7pm

FRIDAY 29

SATURDAY 30

MONDAY 2

TUESDAY 3

WEDNESDAY 4

THURSDAY 5

SUNDAY 1

• RECYCLING CENTRE 2-6pm
• BOTTLE DEPOT 2-6pm
• FARMERS MARKET Old School 9:30am                 
• FREE STORE 9-Noon 

• RECYCLING CENTRE 2-6pm
• BOTTLE DEPOT 2-6pm
• CAP SITE 4-7pm
• FOOD BANK 4-7pm
• FREE STORE 5pm-7pm

• RECYCLING CENTRE 2-6pm
• BOTTLE DEPOT 2-6pm
• CAP SITE 4-7pm

• AA Meeting DI United Church 7pm

• RECYCLING CENTRE 2-6pm
• BOTTLE DEPOT 2-6pm
• CAP SITE 4-7pm

• Denman Works! • Tony Gregson 250•335•0287 denmanresource@gmail.com (D) 
• Peter T. Mason • Land Surveying 757•8788 (All)
• Tree Service • Darian Chase • Arborist 218•0404 (All)
• Music Lessons & Piano Tuning • Scott Knight 604•779•9335 (D/H)
• Landscaping & Home Services • Beech&Cedar Home Maintenance 		
					     (Kane) • 335•0745 (D/H)
• Able & Ready Septic Pumping Service • 250•338•8822 (D/H)
• Home Town Shredders • Document Shredding • 334•7111 (D/H)
• Bottled Water Delivery • DenmanWater.ca • 250•228•7161 (D/H)
• Florist-Keep Floral (Emma) • 250•335•2746 (D)
• Bottled Water Delivery • DenmanWater.ca • 250•228•7161 (D/H)

•  ( H )  H o r n b y  •  ( D )  D e n m a n  •  ( U B )  U n i o n  B a y  ••  ( H )  H o r n b y  •  ( D )  D e n m a n  •  ( U B )  U n i o n  B a y  •
•  ( F B )  F a n n y  B a y  •  ( C )  C o u r t e n a y/ C o m ox  ••  ( F B )  F a n n y  B a y  •  ( C )  C o u r t e n a y/ C o m ox  •

• Acupuncture • Jenny McCartney, R.Ac • 250•508•8160 • www.		
	 heartwoodacupuncture.ca  (D/H) 
• Acupuncture • Margot Davey, R.Ac • 778•992•0165  (D/H) 
• Acupuncturist, Herbalist, Physiotherapist • Carmen B-G, RPT, RTCMP 	
					                          335•2260 (D/H)
• Massage Clinic • 2796 Northwest Rd. • Leyah Kelly 335•2584 (D)
• Chiropractic Care on Fridays • Dr. Dawn Armstrong, DC 465•8482 (D) 

• Denman Activity Centre (Seniors) Rentals  335•3027 (D/H)
• Denman Community Hall Rentals 335•3027 (D/H)
	 2 halls, commercial kitchen, new sound system
	 suitable for concerts, plays, meetings, weddings, etc.

• ACCOMMODATIONS & RENTALS •

• REAL ESTATE • INSURANCE • FINANCIAL SERVICES •
• Bente Pilgaard, RE/MAX The Islands 335•2510 (H/D)
• Cloutier Matthews LLP, Chartered Professional Accountants 338•7367 (All)
• Donna & Jenessa Tuele • Royal LePage Hornby 335•1720 (D/H)
• Sylvie Schroeder • Royal LePage Denman Island 335-2551 (D/U)
• Katarina Meglic • Pemberton Holmes Realty 778-557-7429 (D/H)

• BUILDING • CONSTRUCTION •
• Aquarian Systems • Water Cisterns • Ed Hoeppner 335•2037 (D/H)
• Ray Ulovec • Backhoe/Excavator, Septic Installation 335-3145 (D/H)
• Cal’s Bobcat Services • Auger, Grapple, Rake 613-447-8873 (D/H)
• Denman Electric, Licensed, Fully Insured & Bonded 335•3122 (D/H)
• DB clearing & excavations • call or text 250•465•1889 (D)
• Roc-Isle Drywall, Harvey Hodgins • 35 yrs exp. ‘certified’ 334•4776 (D/H)
• Seaside Electric • Licenced, Bonded & Insured 702-0570 (D/H)
• Tandem gravel truck & transfer trailer • Grant Morrison 335•0702 (D/H)
• Scott Knight • Licensed Home Inspection 604•779•9335 (D/H)
• Shel Brodsgaard • Excavation & Services • 250•703•3898 (D/H)

• HEALTH & WELLNESS •

• BUSINESS DIRECTORY •• BUSINESS DIRECTORY •

• SERVICES •

• ST. SAVIOUR’S CHURCH 10:30am

Open 8 to 3 daily closed Mondays. 
Espresso drinks, bulk store, frozen dinners and 
pot pies, call to order sandwiches 2503352688.

Frozen pot pies $8 3 
kinds. Frozen dinner 

$20 13 kinds. Bulk 
store stocked with 

more coming.



EARTH DAY
CLIMATE ACTION

SATURDAY APRIL 23
12:30 PM:  PARADE of ALL THINGS ELECTRIC

EVS, EBIKES AND ANYTHING BY PEDAL POWER
Meet at the old school parking lot. Bring a water bottle for a parade 

around the Island. Snacks when we return. 

7:30 pm:  SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKERS
GUY DAUNCEY, local speakers, musical interlude

WHAT we can do about the CLIMATE CRISIS 
WHY we need to act now.

		  Doors open at 7 pm. 	 Program at 7:30
By donation. 

Limited seating due to COVID & Masks recommended
Check out opportunities for Advocacy.

Sponsored by the Denman Island Climate Action Network (DICAN)

DIClimateactionnetwork@gmail.com


