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“Get a bicycle. You will not regret it, if you live.” • Mark Twain

DENMAN HARDWARE
Prepare for Fall:

axes . . fire starter . . woodstove parts . . 
Winter boots & work gloves . . Fall rye & 

window insulation
9-4 Monday-Friday & 1-3 on Saturday

• denmanhardware@gmail.com • 335-2400 •

D.I. General Store

TREE SERVICE
• HIAB Crane Truck for Hire •

• Tree removal • Limbing • Chipping •
• Spiral pruning • Tree topping •

• Danger tree assessor & faller •• Danger tree assessor & faller •
• Certified faller, insured, local •• Certified faller, insured, local •Antoine 250-207-3884

knight
Music Studio & Piano Service

Lessons In Piano, Guitar, Bass

Ukulele, Cello & Theory

Piano Tuning, Repair, & Regulating

Scott Knight
Teaching & Tuning Since 2004

604.779.9335

Info@KnightMusicStudios.com

Parallel 49 - Trash 
Panda IPA 6pk

Fernie Brewing -  Vortex 
Dry-Hopped Sour 4pk

The GS still needs 1 or 2 cashiers 
wanting to work 3 or more shifts 
a week. Must be at least 19 years 
old. Come in and check us out! Organic Bakery 

and Vegan Ice 
cream Shop

1840 Northwest Road

Fresh  bread every TUES and FRIDAY
(Full variety of bread out of the oven by 1:30)

call to order 250-650-8037



(RE: pandemic and endemics)

DICES would like to present its Service 
with Safety Policy. This policy is 

being put into practice to ensure that the 
Denman Island Community Education Society (DICES) continues to provide the 
best possible service to the community while maintaining the safety and well-being 
of its staff and volunteers. DICES accepts that there may be clients and staff who 
either are not fully or partially vaccinated, and who may actively/passively oppose 
some or all of the means recommended and or expected by Public Health officials 
and Government directives.

This policy emphasizes the importance of service delivery during difficult times. 
Currently the challenges posed by COVID require DICES to balance the provision 
of programs and services to our entire community while minimizing the spread 
of COVID through safe and sensitive practices.The following principles guide our 
decisions and practices in this regard:

� Our principal responsibility to staff and volunteers is to provide them with a safe 
work environment;
� DICES will continue to explore options necessary to maintain a safe 
environment for community members participating in its programs and services;
� Provincial directives and guidelines regarding COVID will be followed;
� In special circumstances relating specifically to the “health” of the Denman 
Island community as regards COVID, DICES may consider options that exceed 
the provincial-wide directives of Public Health officials. Any decisions made will 
not be taken lightly and would involve collaboration with community members/
organizations and other technical advisors as appropriate;
� Regarding its program/service delivery, access to all on Denman is a top priority. 
Where access or inclusion may be an issue because of COVID, DICES will ensure 
to the greatest degree possible that satisfactory arrangements can be made to 
enable ongoing program/ service delivery;
� Due to the changing and evolving circumstances relating to COVID and 
efforts to minimize the transmission of this disease, DICES will monitor and 
communicate any changes to the Denman Island community where adjustments 
to its program/services occur/are required.

Update on the Denman Covered Recreation Space 

As you might have heard, there are plans to build a Covered Recreation Space on 
the concrete pad next to the Denman Island Community Hall.
In the last months, the project has been through a phase of deciding on design 
and hiring a contractor. Of the different proposals received for the structure, the 
Covered Recreational Space Committee (CRSC) selected a local company, Tree 
Island Construction. 

The CRSC is now in the process of waiting to receive a final quote and pictures 
showing the structure in situ to present the project and get DICES and DIRCS 
approval. Additionally, a number of grant proposals seeking additional funding for 
the project have been submitted in the last few months and confirmation of grant 
approvals are still pending. 

The Covered Recreation Space is aimed to be a space accessible to the whole 
community for both scheduled activities and free play and will be used for events 
and activities. The structure will be designed in a way that will lessen the risk of 
transmission of COVID-19, by allowing proper air flow. More information on this 
project, please visit our website https://dices.ca/covered-recreation-space/.

We look forward to sharing more information about the design of the structure 
and its features as the project progresses. To get in contact with DICES and the 
Covered Recreation Space Committee please contact Maya Rytz at dices.director@
gmail.com or 250 335 2058.
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THE DENMAN ISLAND SUMMER BUS PILOT – 
That Bus – quietly finished its run on September 6th. 

Over two months of operations, three days a week with 
stat Mondays, there were 563 riders. The CVRD is pleased 
enough with the trial to run the service again next year, 
probably for longer, perhaps starting in June, though they 

want to see numbers at least double. That will not be hard with more lead time (this year there was 
only two weeks to get it up and running), and the experience of actually promoting an island bus 
service.  People who actually used the service were almost universally enthusiastic and grateful that 
there was some way to cross the island without a car. 

Enough cannot be said about the day driver, Cheryl Veley, who drove all the way up from Qualicum 
to catch the 7:40 from Buckley Bay and ended the day at 6:40, often left to catch the 8:30, with 
an hour’s break to eat lunch, gas up and get back on the road. Unique in the transit system with 
two ferries in shuttle mode to chase, the schedule was frustrating, but Cheryl’s enthusiasm for the 
service, and constant attention to ways to make it better never flagged. She was the best customer 
rep we could possibly have had. The same can also be said of Lindsay Harrison who took on the 
late Friday evening Hornby ferries, a lonesome task, it turned out, with very few riders, and for that 
reason, on Lindsay’s sage advice, not worth repeating unless the Thatch is reincarnated at Shingle 
Spit (though the idea of riding an empty bus in the summer twilight winding along shadowed East 
Road is great literary fodder).

The service also received great support from BC ferries terminal staff who thought the service much 
needed and were always helpful and supportive. The whole thing would have been a nightmare 
without the Traffic Control at Gravelly Bay who flagged the bus through with hardly any delays and 
watched out for the parking. 

The CVRD’s vendor, Ambassador Transport lived up to their contract, providing a safe, reliable 
vehicle right-sized for the summer service, enthusiastic about Denman and the possibilities, always 
open to suggestions. Pre-trip inspections were never skipped. Ridership and scheduled stop times 
were assiduously logged. Their fleet offers some interesting options should they continue.   

Finally, Denman Work’s team, led by Patrice Leblanc, kept their eye on the service every day, 
meeting with the drivers and answering customer calls, keeping the posted schedule up to date, and 
promoting the service as best we could with a brochure, articles, posters, and social media posts. In 
our support role, the goal at Denman Works was to develop a trusted working relationship with the 
CVRD and the vendor. It is safe to say, that was achieved. Being a pilot, there was more time spent 
than you would normally do once all the bugs are worked out. Almost 200 hours was spent, when 
all is said and done. It’s a serious matter to offer a service on which the public expects to rely. Even 
though Denman Works wasn’t the operator, we found that not a day could go by without paying 
attention and being available. There’s no question that an on-island presence is always going to be 
needed.

From a purely cross-island, ferry service viewpoint, there are other ways in which the summer 
service could improve apart from promotion. In particular, two buses, the 17-seater we had for the 
summer, and maybe a mini-van, would be better able to keep up with the ferry shuttles. 

A final report with recommendations is posted on the Denman Works bus page.

All well and good but the elephant in the room cannot be ignored. What about the community 
bus service? In all this, how can Denman islanders feel confident that a bus service is meeting their 
needs? It was a common perception that the summer service was just for Hornby, for tourists. 

The summer service did include roadside ride-hailing which was a purely community element.  
Though there was no attempt to ask riders where they came from, there’s 
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That Bus -
How Did it Work Out?

By Anthony Gregson
� Denman Works!COMMUNITY INFO

continued on P.5...

 

2021-10-14
(Thursday)

Time 	 Height
PDT 	 (m) 	 (ft)
06:46 	 1.2 	 3.9
14:39 	 4.8 	 15.7
20:56 	 3.2 	 10.5

2021-10-15
(Friday)

Time 	 Height
PDT 	 (m) 	 (ft)
00:57 	 3.6 	 11.8
07:54 	 1.4 	 4.6
15:31 	 4.8 	 15.7
21:56 	 2.9 	 9.5

2021-10-16
(Saturday)

Time 	 Height
PDT 	 (m) 	 (ft)
02:29 	 3.6 	 11.8
08:59 	 1.6 	 5.2
16:15 	 4.7 	 15.4
22:43 	 2.6 	 8.5

2021-10-17
(Sunday)

Time 	 Height
PDT 	 (m) 	 (ft)
03:47 	 3.7 	 12.1
09:59 	 1.8 	 5.9
16:51 	 4.7 	 15.4
23:23 	 2.2 	 7.2

2021-10-18
(Monday)

Time 	 Height
PDT 	 (m) 	 (ft)
04:53 	 3.9 	 12.8
10:52 	 2.0 	 6.6
17:21 	 4.6 	 15.1
23:59 	 1.9 	 6.2

2021-10-19
(Tuesday)

Time 	 Height
PDT 	 (m) 	 (ft)
05:51 	 4.0 	 13.1
11:38 	 2.2 	 7.2
17:46 	 4.6 	 15.1

2021-10-20
(Wednesday)

Time 	 Height
PDT 	 (m) 	 (ft)
00:32 	 1.6 	 5.2
06:44 	 4.1 	 13.5
12:18 	 2.5 	 8.2
18:10 	 4.5 	 14.8

2021-10-21
(Thursday)

Time 	 Height
PDT 	 (m) 	 (ft)
01:03 	 1.4 	 4.6
07:32 	 4.3 	 14.1
12:56 	 2.8 	 9.2
18:31 	 4.5 	 14.8



THREE weeks after my unusual 
weekend, an invitation for a formal, 

sit-in-an-office interview fell through the 
letterbox. After six months of waiting, 
the glacier had silently lurched forward a 
few inches. This had the effect of sending 
my mother into a state of high, extremely 
vocal anxiety. I wasn’t surprised; much of 

life affected her that way. 

Six days later I arrived in a slightly sweaty mess at Police Headquarters having parked 
my jalopy far away to prevent prying eyes examining it.  As mental preparation for 
the big day, my father had let me know that my high-ranking interviewer’s status was 
only two steps away from being a deity (Chief Constable), which as you can imagine 
had been a great help steadying my nerves. I was almost petrified with fear by the 
time I arrived at the headquarters building. If only my bowels had been petrified 
too. Alas, since I’d woken that day, three visits to the smallest room had done little 
to quieten my demons and an internal cauldron was unhappily bubbling away by 
the time I strode, perspiring enthusiastically, through the doorway of the large and 
impressively dull headquarters.  Thankfully, the doors were open, and we avoided a 
nasty incident involving the imprint of an oily teenage face upon nice, clean glass.

The entrance to the headquarters was under the iron control of a pair of three-
hundred-year-old gentlemen in pseudo-uniforms. They sat/slumped at an isolated 
desk, and appeared to be the full extent of the security measures. This, by the way, 
was at a time when the IRA was not without the ability and inclination to spread 
mischief in the form of explosives and bullets. All I had to do to breach this outer 
layer of protection was quickly take a couple of steps to the right or left. I fancied my 
chances but thought better of testing the defences.

The spritely one of the two was almost upright in his chair and could breathe 
without mechanical assistance. After slowly and painstakingly issuing me with a 
visitor’s badge and thereby granting me access to the unguarded area next to him, 
he directed me by pointing over his shoulder with a gnarled thumb to the elevator 
doors immediately behind the two of them. He proactively identified the necessary 
floor to get off at; “Fourth floor, kid.” while his slack-jawed colleague with a drip 
on the end of his nose – and an oxygen tank by his side - watched in silence and 
apparent distaste over the top of his mug of formaldehyde. By now vibrating at an 
inappropriate amplitude in my cheap suit, I rode the shiny, silent, stainless steel lift 
to the fourth floor. The machine jolted a little as it stopped, but the doors opened 
with an authoritative and smooth 'swishhh'. Unable to avoid leaving a little colonic 
olfactory message behind me for the next occupants, I stepped out into the corridor 
just as a small man with his head buried in a newspaper came around the corner 
and stepped straight into the malevolent grasp of my little gift. As the doors closed, 
strangled coughing noises could be heard.

On TV, the world of the police is exciting, vibrant and dynamic. Every important 
office has an open door and there are always plenty of police officers in full uniform, 
including their headgear. Detectives in shiny suits hurry hither and thither and 
occasionally thither and hither. Crime is a tangible foe, and the heroes of law 
enforcement shall never rest until it is vanquished. High-ranking officers drop in 
on subordinates at regular intervals to pester them with awkward and suspiciously 
well-informed questions about individual cases…however…

In the absence of other humans, I sat in the waiting area of a suite of pleasant, climate-
controlled offices with my feet all but entirely obscured by extraordinarily deep 
carpet and…well, I waited. This would be the most important conversation of my 
life so far, and yet I felt waves of drowsiness begin to wash over me in that uncannily 
church-like atmosphere. As I was to one day find out for myself, it is largely true 
that police stations are busy, exciting places to be - if devoid of anyone wearing their 
headgear indoors - but the truth is that the higher up the rank structure you go, the 
more important you think that you have become. The more money that you earn, 
the quieter and less urgent working life becomes. 

An Unpainted
Portrait:
A Windy

Day
By Leo SimmonsARTS&LIT
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Once - having mastered the correct 
handshake - you reach the level of an 
assistant chief constable, professional 
life is conducted in hushed halls 
where deep, luxurious layers of carpet 
cushion every potentially distracting or 
alarming footfall. Secretaries perform 
the annoying details of office life such 
as answering the 'phone and cancelling 
any police-work-related appointments 
arranged by mistake. Lush greenery – 
almost exclusively yucca or ‘umbrella’ 
plants - fills every corner of warm 
yet austere offices. At such dizzy 
metaphorical heights, people speak only 
in whispers and doors close softly and 
respectfully for fear of offending the 
delicate sensibilities of the county’s top 
cops, most of whom have rarely seen an 
angry human up close. 

Unfortunately, in those hallowed, 
antiseptic and most carefully climate-
controlled halls awaiting my fate, 
I suddenly had an overwhelming, 
sacrilegious urge to again break wind. 
This was, however, not an ordinary 
kind of urge - not the "Oh dear I may 
surreptitiously make a faintly detectable 
noise/smell!" kind of feeling which I had 
satiated in the elevator mere moments 
before. No, this was the kind of seismic 
rumbling that you just know will result in 
a window-rattling concussion, followed 
by muffled yells of surprise, cautiously 
opened office doors and expressions of 
alarm and/or wonder. It was going to be 
nasty if I unleashed this Kraken.

Wisely, and with no little clenching, 
I sacrificed my long-term health and 
the comfort of my inflating lower 
intestine. Alone with my thoughts, I 
fought a rising panic about whether 
methane can travel upwards through 
the digestive tract. Looking around to 
occupy my mind, I spotted a portrait 
hanging on a wall outside what I took 
to be a super-important person’s office. 
To my consternation, it was a picture 
of the anonymous little fellow who had 
jumped into the foul-smelling elevator 
just as I was leaving it. What a strange 
coincidence... The pounding in my head 
grew a little louder as I read the small 
plaque on the frame: ‘Mr. Daedalus 
Groaning. Chief Constable’. Oh well, I 
thought, he couldn’t sack me for farting 
in the lift – not before I’d even become an 
employee. Could he?



• THE ISLANDS GRAPEVINE • OCTOBER 14TH, 2021 • 5 •

Sign Up Today!
www.citywest.ca/dropping-in

Citywest is dropping in to  hornby and Denman Islands
CityWest is planning to expand to Hornby and Denman Islands, providing amazing customer 
experiences to residents and businesses! We’re looking to bring Internet, TV, and telephone 

services using advanced  bre-to-the-home technology.

As we begin the initial design work, we’d like your help! If you’re interested in a free  bre-optic 
connection to your home or business, visit the link below and  ll in the online form. You can also 

feel free to contact our customer service team for more information.

CityWest Customer Service 
1-800-442-86641-800-442-8664
citywest@cwct.ca

...continued from P.3 enough bus data to indicate that at least 20 percent of 
the ridership was local. Driver reports left no doubt 

that residents were using the service. Clark Sifford, who used to run Denman 
Hardware, once told me that it takes three years to establish a business on Denman, 
and many people took that view of the bus service. It’ll get there. 

The Transport Survey was a part of the project that sought to determine what needs 
a community service might meet with a scope that went beyond the bus. With a 
statistically respectable response of 103 questionnaires, plus numerous comments 
in social media, we got some answers. About a third of Denman residents use 
some other means to get around than their car. There was substantial support for 
public transportation to events with alcohol, and for downtown shopping. Over 
80 percent of respondents knew someone who they thought could use public 
transportation. 

The full survey is available on the Denman Works bus page. 

These results support the original vision of the Transport Committee, further 
borne out by the experience of the summer bus. They wanted to see a community 
service that would service events, get people downtown to shop, help out with 
home care, and cover the island north-south, not just circuit between the ferries. 
A bus permanently on island was essential.

The CVRD contracts with the vendor and with Denman Works included provision 
for a fall community bus pilot. Covid, and not enough left in the budget, as well 
as a lack of continuity with a short-term experiment, have led to a postponement. 
The thinking now is to try a pilot in the spring of 2022, with a segue into the 

summer service that might blend the 
two elements, serving the island while 
also dealing with the ferries. 

The community service is going 
to be quite different, fitting into a 
broader picture of transportation that 
will include public (within CVRD 
transport plan), community (on-island 
needs), commercial (events), and even 
private (cars). There is a need for a 
transportation vision that covers all 
aspects, even in respect to the recent 
CVRD Regional Active Transportation 
Plan covering bikes, walking, and trails 
(from which Denman and Hornby are 
conspicuously absent).

At least we now have real experience 
of public transportation on Denman. 
Perhaps the best part for me was 
helping those two people who lost their 
wallets on the bus. There’s nothing like 
an emergency to make you feel really 
needed.  

  



BIRDS are really important in the 
garden.  Many times in the brassica 

garden, I have been working and noticed 
chickadees and other small birds perched 
in the branches of the Brussels sprouts.  I 

think they are hunting in the jungle of plants for the caterpillars of the cabbage 
white butterfly.  I have not had much, or any really, noticeable harm from the 
caterpillars despite seeing a lot of white butterflies in the patch over the course of 
the growing season.

The beds are densely mulched with the hay we have used as bedding in the various 
stables and coops.  Wolf spiders love a mulch like that and the garden abounds 
in them.  Wolf spiders are agile hunters who do not make webs and they love to 
pounce on caterpillars.   So do the little birds such as chickadees and even juncos 
who relish extra protein in the breeding season.  

I keep food out for the wild birds year round to attract them to my garden.  This 
week, we are building a brush pile near the vegetable garden and as soon as we 
started the project, some white-crowned sparrows came to inspect the pile as a 
potential nesting site.  I hadn't expected such interest from then in the autumn but 
here they are and eating at the feeder too.  

If you want these large, handsome sparrows around, the best thing is to build 
them a nice brush pile as they love to nest in a nice dense tangle.  As soon as we 
built the first brush pile, we had heaps of white-crowns and they are lovely birds.  
We have also had wrens nesting in our old brush pile but it is too old and decayed 
now to be attractive to birds.  It was a machine-built pile from land clearing and 
the birds loved it at first but it has settled too much and they must have a new one.  
This is a simple trick to bringing birds to your land for they are useful creatures 
and make the heart glad.  

A friend was complaining to me that he 
was trying to plant grass seeds and his 
hordes of juncos ate all the seed which 
he had covered with peat moss.  I told 
him I get excellent results when I need 
to fix a bare patch on my grazing but 
putting down some sand, lime and fine 
compost and then the grass seed with 
about an inch or more of hay to protect 
the seeds from birds, the sun and to hold 
in moisture.  The grass happily grows up 
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This Week
in the Garden

By Maxine RogersSPECIAL INTEREST

Stupa Dedication 
Ceremony at the 

Hermitage

7131 Denman Road 
Sunday October 17th...11am

Bring small representations of weapons 
of destruction to be buried along the base 

of the stupa.
Subdue harmful actions.

Or just come to view the completed 
stupa.

Welcome to the Hermitage, by the 
geodesic domes.

Phoenix Riting:

`
By Phoenix BeeARTS&LIT

through the hay and we get excellent 
results every time.  

I have heard a lot of people are blue 
and tense these days and think that is 
what comes of too much staying inside 
and watching television.  The best cure 
for the blues is to get outside and work 
in the garden.  If people lack a garden, 
they can still cheer up by going for a 
vigorous walk in nature or helping a 
friend who does have a garden.   

The garlic needs to be planted now and 
there are a number of ways to do this.  I 
will mark out where the beds are to go 
and add some sand and lime to improve 
the soil.  Then, I will place my bulbs of 
garlic on the surface of the beds and 
when they are all lined up on the surface, 
I will cover them up with layers of 
compost, stable waste, shredded leaves 
from the chicken yard and similar until 
they are tucked up under a thick layer 
of the richest mulch I can find.  I call 
this feather bedding as I want to achieve 
a nice thick quilt over the garlic about 8 
to 10 inches deep.  This will settle over 
the course of the winter so it must be 
thick to protect the garlic from frost.  

In the growing season, the thick layer 
of organic matter will retain moisture in 
the heat of the summer, if it is hot and 
if we get a summer.    Garlic is a heavy 
feeder and if you want big, beautiful 
crowns to show off or Gods willing, to 
show at the Fall Fair if we get one again 
some day, you must feed the garlic 
heavily.   

I'VE lately pondered the puzzle of how 
we as a community might migrate 

to a convenient online forum that was 
not owned by a massive corporation 
with inscrutable motives and dubious 
methods. I recalled Duncan McCaskill 
speaking many years ago on the subject 
of an intranet, located on the island, 
owned by and accessible only by  the 
community. That sounded promising, 
so I contacted Duncan to ask him 
about it. Would it indeed be feasible 
to establish a locally situated intranet 
server system here?
 

Early on, we encountered a 
communication glitch. As I had created 
WordPress sites in the past, Duncan 
assumed I spoke the language. Not so! 
I merely read instructions and puzzled 
things out. Meanwhile Duncan, an 
expert on computer systems and 
communications technology, had been 
rattling on as if I were a peer in the field. 
Once we sorted that, he dumbed things 
down for me, and a fascinating and 
illuminating conversation ensued.
 
The answer was "Yes, maybe, no." With 
an existing fibre optic system such as 
may be coming through CityWest, it 
could technically be possible, but since 
the infrastructure is owned by outside 
agencies and used for their purposes, we 
can't access it. Should society crash and 
burn, we survivors might conceivably 



rig up a local intranet using existing fibre optic infrastructure. But until the crash of civilization, it seems we are stuck with 
the existing Internet.
 
There are alternatives to Facebook, however. Duncan suggested we could set up a Discord server to create a flexible community 
forum with the capability to accommodate various interest groups and media. Failing that, perhaps a WordPress site with 
multiple channels. But that idea makes me tired--been there, done that! I have found it almost impossible to lure people away 
from Facebook; they stay because that's where everyone else is.
 
Just how much longer can Facebook last, though? An article in the New York Times 
(October 4, 2021) suggests that Facebook is experiencing 'the kind of slow steady 
decline that anyone who has ever seen a dying company up close can recognize.' 
According to insiders, a 'cloud of existential dread' hangs over the company. What 
would we do if Facebook went away?
 
Once upon a time, if you craved social intercourse, you headed down to the local 
coffee shop or watering hole, and there you would find people to chat with. Often, 
talk would jump from table to table to include the whole room. Now, if you can 
even find a place open, people tend to circle in on their devices or their table 
companions. Is it just me, or are folk less social than they used to be now that they 
rely on 'antisocial media' to fill their need for connection?
 
When I spoke with Duncan about alternative venues for public conversation, he 
pointed out that many (if not most) who move to these islands do so because 
they are introverts who wish to be left alone, to tend their gardens and do their 
thing. And that is true (waves hand), but by and large we are a social species who 
crave embodied connection and a voice. The current state of social media only 
highlights the void where connection used to be. So many conversations on social 
media take the form of pointing out to our personal echo chambers how wrong 
'those other people' are.
 
Gabor Maté points out that disconnection is the true cause of suffering and 
addiction. So, how can we grow a sense of connection in this age of masks and 
social distancing? Well, zoom meetings and gatherings offer us the ability to see 
each other's faces and hear voices, which is better than text, but nothing can beat 
sitting together and sharing the same space. Here on Hornby, our coming Arts 
Centre may well be a game changer.
 
There is a magic in the connection between the living land and its people. I am 
excited about the new Centre--that it may be a home for the various arts, but 
also for folk to gather and share space, to think deep thoughts out loud in others' 
presence, to ruminate, to fulminate, to express: creatively, emotively, visibly, 
audibly.
 
I want to hear from you! Ideas for future articles, questions or requests for interviews 
should be sent to phoenixonhornby@gmail.com.
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You’ve seen my photos right 
here in the pages of the 

Grapevine.
Now’s your chance to own a 
full-colour (or b&w) copy of 

your very own . . . 

Peruse my online portfolio:
youpic.com/photographer/

chrisfulcrum/
Prints available in various sizes and use 

archival inks and papers.
email for more info:

chris.fulcrum@gmail.com
Please note: not all online photos are available for print.

Denman Island

Community Education Society

Annual General Meeting

Tuesday, Nov  16th, 2021 

at 3:00 pm. 

To receive the Zoom link

contact us at

dices.director@gmail.com

Join us: To summarize this

eventful year and review

our bylaws 

The Association for Denman Island Marine Stewards (ADIMS) is 
looking for interested candidates for a part time position working with 

our Board of Directors to assist with administrative activities and duties.
If interested, please contact ADIMS for more details about the position. 

General duties will include website administration, experience with 
Google Drive, Office and other computer programs, as well as creation 

of newsletters and general administration duties.  

The deadline for 
submitting your 

‘Expression of Interest’ is 
Oct 30, 2021. 

Please email your 
‘Expression of Interest’ 

to:
adimsinfo@gmail.com 



LAST Saturday, Denman was treated 
by the Denman Baroque Festival to 

a thoroughly professional performance 
of Jean-Phillipe Rameau’s opera, Les 
Indes Gallantes (The Amorous Indies), 
premiered in 1735 and subsequently 

refreshed during the eighteenth century in several versions, staying in the repertoire 
until 1773 and revived only in 1925. 

The Festival’s pre-Covid operatic productions (Purcell’s Faery Queen, and 
Monteverdi’s Orfeo) were substantial community affairs, drawing on both 

local amateur musicians and visiting 
professionals. This time, due to the 
deadening hand of Covid, something on 
the previous scale was not possible. The 
Festival fought back with a smaller, but 
high-quality production, capitalizing on the 
network of musicians they have built up. 
The establishment of a Salt Spring baroque 
music society is a tribute to their reputation. 

The performance was a judicious program 
of selections from what would otherwise 
be a marathon three and a half hours. The 
theme of the work is the triumph of love 
over war. The full opera is a tour of the 
Baroque world view with four acts set in 
Turkey, Persia, Peru, and North America, 
chiefs from what is now Michigan having 
been introduced at court to Louis XV in 
1725. 

In an era long before 
the nineteenth century 
discovery and exaltation 
of national musical 
traditions, I must admit, 
I did not detect much 
difference between one 
country and another, even 

though the Air de Sauvage (Song of the Savages) was a strikingly 
novel idea at the time, better received than the riot over Stravinsky’s 
Rite of Spring in 1913. Even so, to give Rameau his due, it should 
be noted that no court anywhere else, Turkish, Chinese, or Persian 
ever had the slightest interest in referencing Europe in their music 
(the Inca court, wiped out 200 years earlier, must be excused). I 
was reminded of this by a visit to the famous Harem of Topkapi in 
Istanbul where a piano, donated by Queen Victoria, was pointed 
out in the main salon that I very much doubt was ever used to play 
an Ottoman version of a Strauss waltz. 

Not too much should be made of this, however. Most of the 
selections were taken up with the universals of love in all its moods. 
Hearing the music so close up, with each instrument clear, invited 
involvement. 

The rehearsals, Robert Newton and Andrew Fyson told me, were 
intense, eight hours every day for a week. This was partly due to the 
exactitude of maestros Marco Vitale and Romeo Cuiffa, but also 
to the sheer difficulty of the music. A great deal of counterpoint 
carried from one instrument to another, so that they are not all 
playing in unison made keeping everyone together a challenge. 
There is also a great deal of ornamentation, sometimes at very fast 
tempi. 
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Les Indes
Gallantes

By Anthony GregsonARTS&LIT

Les Indes gallantes is an opera-ballet, 
but in this abbreviated form, there 
was no dancing. The singing was also 
limited but satisfying. Soprano Abby 
Schuliger sang Hebe and L’Amour from 
the Prologue, and Zima from Act IV, the 
Savages. Andrew Fyson, in a huge wild 
wig of red hair and a bright red surcoat, 
sang Bellone, the god of war, in the 
Prologue, and Don Alvar in Act IV. Abby 
Schuliger’s soprano was a real pleasure, 
giving expressive poise to the elegant 
containment of Baroque emotion. 
Andrew Fyson’s basso was strong and 
dramatic. At the very end they were 
joined on stage by the countertenor 
Winsor, Abby’s husband, and Marco 
in a really beautiful quartet of tender 
celebration. 

Myself, I am not good at following 
lyrics, so the English surtitles were really 
appreciated. These were accompanied by 
titles and images for each scene played 
by the orchestra, some of which strained 
for political correctness, like the image of 
the slave crying Freedom when any such 
notion was very far from the French 
court of the day, no doubt enjoying their 
investments in the sugar plantations of 
Hispaniola (now Haiti/San Domingo). 
The prescient irony of Zima and Adario’s 

aria in the Dance of the Peace 
Pipes was more to the point: 

Peaceful forests
May an unrequited love 
never trouble out hearts.

If they are susceptible, 
Fortune, it is not because of 

your favours. 

Right on. That’s why we have 
Reconciliation today.

The rainbow flag was also 
paraded past the stage at one 
point which seemed a trifle 
forced, but why not? Afterall, 
Bellone, it must be noted, 
wore an armoured brassiere 
over his surcoat. Best of all, 
in a moment of unintentional 
brilliance, Bellone lost his 
pantaloons in a tussle behind 
the orchestra with his work 
boots and was compelled 
to celebrate the triumph of 
love in his shorts. That the 
God(dess) of War loses there 
pants to love – what could be 
more appropriate? Soprano Abby Schuliger

Andrew Fyson as Bellone



A BC Supreme Court judge over-
turned last week's decision to end 

the Teal Cedar (Teal-Jones Group) in-
junction at Fairy Creek. Justice Sunni 
Stromberg-Stein agreed to hear the log-

ging company's appeal on November 15, and she also reinstated the injunction 
until then. Now, forest defenders will be subjected to the same old special oper-
ations RCMP unit known as the C-IRG. In Justice Douglas Thompson’s Septem-
ber 28 decision, he disagreed with police misconduct, which included assaults 
resulting in severe injuries, pepper spraying people not blocking roads, unlawful 
destruction of personal effects, improper constraints on freedom of the press, ille-
gally expansive exclusion zones and wearing of the banned ‘Thin Blue Line’ badge, 
among other misconduct.

Public opposition to clearcut logging of ancient forests continues. Canopy Planet 
released a new petition, with more than 200 signatories including William Shat-
ner, Greta Thunberg, Jane Goodall and others. On Tuesday, October 12, a letter 
signed by more than 200 doctors and nurses from across BC will be delivered to 
Premier Horgan.

Teal-Jones is logging the last remnants of BC's old growth; since enforcement be-
gan in the area, more than 113 hectares have been logged and 216 more hectares 
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Fairy Creek

Update
By Eartha MuirheadOP/ED

are still on the chopping block across 
tree farm license 46. The Rainforest Fly-
ing Squad and other groups are trying 
to save a forest so small; about half the 
size of Vancouver’s Stanley Park. The 
economic rights of Teal-Jones must not 
supersede the importance of protecting 
the last of these rare and majestic for-
ests. This volunteer-driven, grassroots, 
non-violent direct action movement is 
committed to protecting the last stands 
of globally significant ancient temper-
ate rainforest in British Columbia. The 
Rainforest Flying Squad, Last Stand for 
Forests, and other like-minded organi-
zations stand in solidarity with Elder 
Bill Jones and others of the Pacheedaht 
Nation in the protection of the ancient 
forest of their ancestral territory. www.
laststandforforests.com

Apology to be printed in Oct 14th Grapevine:

I apologize for an error in my letter published in the October 7th Grapevine. I am happy to report that the Hornby Island Free 
Store is in fact open to everyone, vaccinated or not, on every day except Thursday. Thanks to Colleen Work for enlightening 
me. 

Amanda Hale

Dear Editor, October 10th, 2021
                                                                                                                                                                             
Kudos to Phoenix Bee for her column, Phoenix Riting XXX. She jumps right out of the frazzled virtual frying pan into the fire 
of print discord with her opening sentence: “ONE of the debates currently raging on Hornby revolves around ‘dangerous opin-
ions’ and whether they should be allowed a platform in local publications.”

A similar debate exists on Denman though, unlike the First Edition, the Flagstone has had the good fortune to stay above this 
particular fray.

Community Facebook Bulletin Boards on both Islands have been rife with folks staking out with vampire-hunter ferocity their 
respective finely honed positions on Covid. Similarly, the Islands Grapevine, offered on both islands and elsewhere, has been 
front and center in accommodating a range of competing sentiments.

While I applaud the new column which seems to view humanity as a wonderful collection of well-meaning people, the letter 
from Amanda Hale in the same edition chooses a different but familiar tact. Ms. Hale is by no means the first pseudo-influenc-
er to wander down the back alley of metaphorical despair by contrasting mandatory vaccines and Apartheid. For example, an 
article in the August 2nd, 2021, edition of the Times of Israel had the following headline: European protesters compare vaccine 
passes to Holocaust, apartheid. 

Contrastingly, in a Mid May 2021 Reuters report, World Health Organization Director-General, Tedros Adhanom Ghebreye-
sus, opined that the world had reached a situation of “vaccine apartheid.” The Director-General was referring to the lack of 
sharing of Covid vaccines to poorer countries by wealthier countries and big Pharma , a far cry from Ms. Hale’s inelegant 
allusion. 

To further gain imaginary pandemic points amongst her cohorts, she proceeds to accuse “government” of perpetuating “a crime 
against us all.” 

Letter to the Editor

continued on P.10...
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sitka.

Easy to ship
Flat-packed kits
Deman & Hornby delivery

1-844-385-0564
more units @ pacrimls .ca

Pre-Fabricated Cabins & Sheds

...continued from P.9
And what is this crime? 

Supporting public health measures to combat a virulent epidemic? 

Distributing a range of monies to keep the economy and our citizens afloat?

Making decisions based on the latest information?

If there is a crime here, aside from the death threats proffered to Dr. Henry and Liberal MLA Mike Bernier to name but two, it 
is the malignant and contagious resistance to measures that maintain our collective public health.

Finally, though Ms. Hale initially manages to resist mentioning the Holocaust, she does tumble into that terrible rabbit hole 
by ending her missive with the beginning line from Martin Niemöller’s poetic shaming of German intellectuals who failed to 
oppose Hitler. Godwin’s Law would seem to apply to her as much as it does to failed social media provocateurs. 

All quite sad. And not terribly surprising.

Regards,
Bill Engleson. RSW (Retired and Non-Practicing)
Denman Island
www.engleson.ca

Letter to the editor

INTERNET REFERENDUM VOTE
If you have or have not already signed up with CityWest for fibre optic internet on Denman and Hornby, you may vote by 
mail-in ballot or in person for the upcoming referendum. Here is where to vote in person;

ADVANCE: November 17, 2021



CHINA’S President Xi Jinping promised 
on Saturday that “The historical 

task of the complete reunification of the 
motherland... will definitely be fulfilled.” 
That was a threat to Taiwan, but a threat 
without a deadline. However Chinese 

state media, in the form of the ever-rabid ‘Global Times’, warned that war “could be 
triggered at any time.”

On Sunday, President Tsai Ing-wen replied that “nobody can force Taiwan to take 
the path China has laid out for us.” She added that the island country of 23 million 
people faced a situation “more complex and fluid than at any other point in the past 
72 years.” That is, since the Nationalist government of China lost the civil war and 
retreated to Taiwan in 1949.

And the United States, while not directly promising to defend the island at the expense 
of a war with China, let it be known that there are US special 
forces and Marines in Taiwan on training missions. Beijing 

Will China
Invade Taiwan?

By Gwynne Dyer
�OP October 10, 2021OP/ED
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NOTICE OF 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The Hornby Island Housing Society  

will be holding its 

2021 Annual General Mee7ng 

 Wednesday, October 20th 

at 7:30pm via ZOOM 

If you would like to aGend, 

please email 

hornbyislandhousing@gmail.comcontinued on P.12...

770 Harmston Avenue, Courtenay
8:00 am to 8:00 pm
SPECIAL: November 24, 2021
Denman Island Senior’s Centre, 1111 NW Road, Denman Island
9:00 am to 12:00 pm
SPECIAL: November 24, 2021
Hornby Island Community Hall, 4305 Central Road, Hornby Island
2:00 pm to 5:00 pm
GENERAL: November 27, 2021
Denman Island Senior’s Centre, 1111 NW Road, Denman Island
8:00 am to 8:00 pm
GENERAL: November 27, 2021
New Horizons Seniors Hall, 1765 Sollans Road, Hornby Island 
8:00 am to 8:00 pm

You can also choose to vote by mail-in ballot; you may pick up a ballot request form at the Denman Hardware or the Co-op 
porch on Hornby or, you may request that CVRD send you a ballot by going to:

https://www.comoxvalleyrd.ca/sites/default/files/docs/Projects-Initiatives/cvrd_hornbydenman_application_to_vote_by_mail.
pdf

Or, on the CVRD homepage, type in the word ‘internet’ in the search bar and it should take you directly to the mail-in ballot 
site. 

If voting by mail ballot, please be sure to do so as soon as possible to allow time for turnaround of the mail-in ballot.

Thankyou for taking the time to vote!
					   
K. Vogt

Residents of Denman and Hornby Island should be shocked and disappointed to see that they have no role or future in the 
CVRD’s new Regional Active Transportation Network Plan (Press Release in The Grapevine, October 7). Last month the Re-
gion’s Board authorized its staff to pursue grant funding for a list of 24 priority projects, none of which were on our islands. The 
Plan document listed 6 “benefits” of active transportation, and defined 6 “goals” for future planning, yet nothing on our islands 
was included. How could such a Plan exclude the completion of Denman’s Cross-Island Trail, which upon examination would 
be seen as a model for most of these benefits and goals? The Plan lists 7 possible “future opportunities for active transportation”, 
none of which will be on our islands. It is pathetic to observe CVRD’s Long Term Active Transportation Plan map showing 
Denman’s Cross-Island Trail dead-ended at Corrigal Road – what kind of long-term thinking is that! Our residents should be 
aware that CVRD’s Board appears oblivious to our existence.   

Peter Spurr,
Denman Island
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...continued from P.11

Mother Earth
by Thomas Provençal

Our mother is so beautiful. 
She gives us all we need

but like delinquent children,
egotistic, full of greed,

we abuse her wantonly,
aloof, we watch her bleed. 

All of the petroleum 
she’s hidden deep inside 

to sequester tonnes of carbon,
the air to purify,

is pumped up for the profit;
too few are asking why. 

Most of us are ignorantly
buying dirty fuel

cause we can’t afford to change
an economy gone cruel. 

Look around and ask yourself,
Who’s acting like a fool?

We know the rules we should 
respect 

obediently-ish
but nutrition that she offers 

is left rotting on a dish
while junk food fills our bellies 

against our mother’s wish.  

a l r e a d y 
knew that, 

of course (Trump sent them there two 
years ago), but Washington’s open 
confirmation of it was a clear warning 
to China.

So there is a crisis of sorts, although a 
slow-moving one.  As Defence Minister 
Chiu Kuo-Chen said in Taiwan, Beijing 
is capable of invading the island even 
now, but will be fully 
prepared to do so in three 
years’ time.

“By 2025, China will bring 
the cost and attrition to its 
lowest. It has the capacity 
now, but it will not start a 
war easily, having to take 
many other things into 
consideration.” What did he 
mean, exactly, and is it true?

In part it’s a recognition 
that China is rapidly 
accumulating weapons 
that will make a seaborne 
invasion across the Taiwan 

Strait possible, although it is 180 km. wide at its narrowest point.

The key Chinese weapon is long-range rocket artillery that can reach all points 
in Taiwan with high accuracy (guidance by the BeiDou satnav system), and can 
be launched in such numbers that Taiwanese anti-missile defences would be 
overwhelmed.
	
Such a weapon exists. It’s called the  PCL-191, and it’s a glorified version of the 
‘Stalin organ’ and other multiple rocket launchers of Second World War vintage, 
but with a range of 350 km. There are eight or twelve rockets on each mobile 
launcher, depending on the range and the explosive power required, and they can 

be reloaded quite fast.

There are already two 
brigades of these rocket-
launchers stationed on 
the Chinese coast facing 
Taiwan, and the number 
is going up all the time. 
Soon, if not already, they 
will give Beijing the power 
to launch saturation 
strikes on all of Taiwan’s 
airfields, radar stations, 
anti-aircraft defences and 
ports simultaneously.

If all the runways and 
ports in Taiwan are 
shattered, then its planes 

and warships cannot stop Chinese assault troops crossing the Strait in ships (ten 
hours), and nobody else will be close enough to help even if they want to. Taiwan 
is at extreme range for fighter aircraft based in Japan, and the US Pacific Fleet is 
very unlikely to be within reach if the attack is a surprise.

So what ‘other things’ may still deter China from making such an attack even after 
it has enough rocket launchers on the coast? Just one is enough: the certainty that 
even if the United States could not intervene militarily in time to save Taiwan, 
it would certainly institute a complete naval blockade of China immediately 
afterwards.

That might be of little consolation to the Taiwanese, but the Chinese economy 
is utterly dependent on foreign trade, and China’s geography makes it extremely 
vulnerable to blockade.

Ships from China crossing the Pacific must pass between the ‘first chain’ of islands 
(Japan, Taiwan, and the Philippines); shipping to the Indian Ocean, the Middle 
East and Europe has to go through the Strait of Malacca (Malaysia and Indonesia). 
In practice, there’s no way out: China’s economy would be strangled within months.

Further escalation by either side would be deterred by the fear of nuclear war, 
and some sort of deal would have to be made. It could be very humiliating for 
China, perhaps so humiliating that it would even undermine the control of the 
Communist Party. So Xi Jinping won’t ever really risk it.

That’s the way people steeped in classic strategic thinking see it, and they’re 
probably right. Although you don’t get your money back if they’re wrong.

President of Tawain - Tsai Ing-wen.
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250-335-9143
theislandsgrapevine@gmail.com

ADVERTISING SERVICES & 
PRICING

Prices effective as of March 1st, 
2018

All prices include GST

CLASSIFIED ADS
30 words or less.

1 week
2 weeks
3 weeks
4 weeks
5 weeks
6 weeks
7 weeks
8 weeks

• $8.39
• $15.40 ($7.70/wk)
• $21.00 ($7.00/wk)
• $28.00 ($7.00/wk)
• $33.25 ($6.65/wk)
• $39.90 ($6.65/wk)
• $46.06 ($6.58/wk)
• $50.40 ($6.30/wk)

$4.20/week for each 
additional 30 words

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
LISTINGS

6 weeks

12 weeks

25 weeks

50 weeks

• $25.44 ($4.66/wk)

• $45.80 ($4.20/wk)

• $82.69 ($3.64/wk)

• $133.88 ($2.94/wk)

INSERTS/HANDBILLS
$62.97/Island

Please contact us to find out 
how many you should print.

- or -
we can print it:

$7/100 (letter-sized - one-side)
$12/100 (letter-sized - two-side)

BOX/DISPLAY ADS
Front Page • $21.00/1x1

Inside Page • $18.20/1x1

Please ask about our discounts for 
ordering and prepaying for multiple 
ad placements.  Refer to examples 
below for actual ad sizes.  We cover 
everything from a small 1x1 to full 
page.

1x2

2x2

1x1(1.2”x2.4”)

2x1

3x1

• THE ISLANDS GRAPEVINE •
EDITORIAL POLICY

The Grapevine is dedicated to fostering a sense of community on Denman and Horn-
by by covering events, issues, and the creativity of the many gifted people amongst 
us. The following is our policy on content:

•	 Profiles of individuals, history, reviews and op ed are published free of charge. 
•	 Literary content including poetry, stories, belle lettres is published free of 

charge.
•	 Promotional content for products, services, programs, and events will be pub-

lished at going advertising rates. 
•	 Public service announcements, notices of meetings, and news releases will be 

published for a fee. Exceptions will be made for emergencies where the public 
is immediately endangered. 

•	 With regret, no exceptions can be made for non-profit status.   
Please keep in mind that Hornby and Denman are a very small market for newspaper 
publication. We do our best to provide quality content at no cost to our readers but 
we ask you to understand that this depends on financial viability. Paper, ink, postage, 
equipment, and rent all add up. As it is, the Grapevine can only be brought to you 
with considerable subsidy of time and energy by our team which is very willingly 
given.  The Grapevine would like to accept more content free of charge, particularly 
around community news, and is working on plans to expand its reach and revenue 
base to move towards that goal. 
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Trickery or Treat https://cdn3.amuselabs.com/nymag/crossword-pdf

1 of 1 2021-10-13 6:59 PM

Apologies to the crossword crowd . . . the site I usually use was down for maintenance - last 
week’s solution will be printed next week . . . here’s something to get you through for now . . 

. apologies once again for any distress this may have caused.



ARE YOU RELIABLE, friendly, conscien-
tious, collaborative and unemployed? 
Denman Island Chocolate needs you! 
We are looking for someone to join 
our fabulous production team. Email 
dichoc@telus.net

Don’t 
spell part 
backwards. 
It’s a trap.

“

“
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• CLASSIFIED ADS •• CLASSIFIED ADS •
• SERVICES •

DO YOU NEED HELP getting rid of 
small amounts of rubbish from around 
your yard or house? Perhaps I can 
help you. Give me a call: Brian at 
250-335-2390 or 250-650-2390(cell). 
Lawnmower service come springtime. 

WICKEDFABRICATION: Journeyman 
welder: Mobile welding unit: Custom 
gates and stairs: Heavy equipment 
repairs, bucket cracks, fixin tracks: 
Shipping container modifications: 
Cut and cap piles for buildings: Trailer 
repairs and modifications: Minimum 
2hr charge PH: 250 207-6904 Email 
wickedfabrication0@gmail.com 

THORLACIUS TRUCKING Top soil, bark 
mulch, gravel and sand.  Call Chris & 
Lora, 250-650-9986. denmantruck@
gmail.com

MR. FIX-IT PLUMBING & All household 
major and small appliances. All large 
and small machinery. Yard machinery, 
chainsaws, outboards, automotive, 
sharpening, welding and fabricating. 
Call Rick Graham 335-0954.(HI)

MAGNIFICENT TOPSOIL, (Serving 
Denman & Hornby since 1988) Bark 
Mulch, all gravels, Bison compost, 
Treework, site clean up, fir mill end 
firewood, roof tear off, demolition. 
High grade lumber. 30 years local Entpr. 
Call Dave 218-9667.(DI)

GUTTERS seamless, supply and install 
also repairs, for free estimate contact 
Kevin at 250 335 1986 or cell at 250 
667 3233. Serving All Areas. 

• FOR SALE •

SUCCULENT SALE!  Mostly aloe vera, 
some jade and others.  All sizes.  Call or 
text for info. 250-702-8443. 

WAGNER FIREWOOD. 2 cords to 
Denman, $580 plus GST.  Hornby, $600 
plus GST.  Text or call Scott at 250-334-
7323 

APPLIANCES FOR SALE. Ranges, 
washers, dryers, fridges, dishwashers, 
gas/electric range. All fully restored and 
come with a full six month warranty. 
Call Rick Graham 335-0954.

• COMMUNITY NOTICES •

TO THOSE WHO have fought the power 
and are not on Facebook, I wish to tell 
you that I, Jarrah Kirk, have started 
a Kickstarter for my business, The 
Crooked Warden Cidery. If you wish to 
give one of “THOSE” Denman islanders 
some support, my Kickstarter is http://
kck.st/3hJfqrc. It’s all or nothing. Thank 
you all who have supported me, it is 
much appreciated.
Jarrah

COMMUNITY SERVICES FROM 
DENMAN WORKS Projector and 
screen: Book with Abraxas Books and 
Gifts 250-335-2731 abraxas9@telus.
net  Zoom meetings (unlimited time 
and free recording): See denmanworks.
wordpress.com/contact/ 

• SEEKING WORK •

SEEKING WORK of a physical 
nature. Splitting and stacking 
firewood are specialties, gardening 
also. Will try any labouring job. 
250-334-0675 evenings, Stephen 
Cooke. $15/hr.

• EMPLOYMENT •

LOVE PLAY? Work with local youth 
& adults with diverse learning 
needs. Internships, work experi-
ence & volunteer opportunities, 
PT year-round positions on Hornby 
Island. Training provided. Apply at 
www.hiplay.ca

HORNBY COMPACT 
EXCAVATION Versatile machine 
and operator. 
Small footprint 
efficient for 
ditches, holes, 
levelling, brush 
clearing, etc. Please inquire 
email: Call: 2503350770 
Matthewlingle@hotmail.ca 

Hornby Compact Excavation 

Versatile machine and operator. Small foot-
print efficient for 
Ditches, holes, levelling, brush clearing, etc. 

Please inquire. 
Email: Matthewlingle@hotmail.ca 
Call: 2503350770 

www.stofergallery.com 
Mr.Stofer
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•  ( H )  H o r n b y  •  ( D )  D e n m a n  •  ( U B )  U n i o n  B a y  ••  ( H )  H o r n b y  •  ( D )  D e n m a n  •  ( U B )  U n i o n  B a y  •
•  ( F B )  F a n n y  B a y  •  ( C )  C o u r t e n a y/ C o m ox  ••  ( F B )  F a n n y  B a y  •  ( C )  C o u r t e n a y/ C o m ox  •

• Acupuncture • Margot Davey, R.Ac • 778•992•0165  (D/H) 
• Acupuncturist, Herbalist, Physiotherapist • Carmen B-G, RPT, RTCMP 	
					                          335•2260 (D/H)
• Chiropractic Care on Fridays • Dr. Dawn Armstrong, DC 465•8482 (D) 
• Massage Clinic • 2796 Northwest Rd. • Leyah Kelly 335•2584 (D)
• Denman Works! • Tony Gregson 250•335•0287 denmanresource@gmail.com (D) 
• Peter T. Mason • Land Surveying 757•8788 (All)
• Physiotherapy • Christopher Mainella • 236•255•3354 (D/H)
• Tree Service • Darian Chase • Arborist 218•0404 (All)
• Trueview Treecare, seniors' discount • Wildbill 898•7246 (D/H)
• Music Lessons & Piano Tuning • Scott Knight 604•779•9335 (D/H)
• Landscaping & Home Services • Beech&Cedar Home Maintenance 		
					     (Kane) • 335•0745 (D/H)
• Able & Ready Septic Pumping Service • 250•338•8822 (D/H)
• Home Town Shredders • Document Shredding • 334•7111 (D/H)

• Denman Activity Centre (Seniors) Rentals  335•3027 (D/H)
• Denman Community Hall Rentals 335•3027 (D/H)
	 2 halls, commercial kitchen, new sound system
	 suitable for concerts, plays, meetings, weddings, etc.

• ACCOMMODATIONS & RENTALS •

• REAL ESTATE • INSURANCE • FINANCIAL SERVICES •
• Bente Pilgaard, RE/MAX The Islands 335•2510 (H/D)
• Cloutier Matthews LLP, Chartered Professional Accountants 338•7367 (All)
• Donna & Jenessa Tuele • Royal LePage Hornby 335•1720 (D/H)
• Sylvie Schroeder • Royal LePage Denman Island 335-2551 (D/U)
• Katarina Meglic • Pemberton Holmes Realty 778-557-7429 (D/H)

• BUILDING • CONSTRUCTION •
• Aquarian Systems • Water Cisterns • Ed Hoeppner 335•2037 (D/H)
• Ray Ulovec • Backhoe/Excavator, Septic Installation 335-3145 (D/H)
• Bobcat & Compact Excavator • Steve Isaak 335-1853 (D/H)
• Cal’s Bobcat Services • Auger, Grapple, Rake 613-447-8873 (D/H)
• DB clearing & excavations • call or text 250•465•1889 (D)
• Excavator/Backhoe/Tandem Gravel Truck • Kenny Mather 703•6512 (All)
				         • John Isbister 335•2565 (D)
• Roc-Isle Drywall, Harvey Hodgins • 35 yrs exp. ‘certified’ 334•4776 (D/H)
• Seaside Electric • Licenced, Bonded & Insured 702-0570 (D/H)
• Tandem gravel truck & transfer trailer • Grant Morrison 335•0702 (D/H)
• Water Tanks & Cisterns • Steve Isaak 335•1853 (All)

• SERVICES •

• BUSINESS DIRECTORY •• BUSINESS DIRECTORY • FORTNIGHT EVENTS

THURSDAY 14

FRIDAY 15

SATURDAY 16

MONDAY 18
TUESDAY 19

WEDNESDAY 20

THURSDAY 21

SUNDAY 17

• RECYCLING CENTRE 2-6pm
• BOTTLE DEPOT 2-6pm
• CAP SITE 4-7pm
• FOOD BANK 4-7pm

• RECYCLING CENTRE 9-5pm 
• BOTTLE DEPOT 9-5pm
• FREE STORE 9am-2pm
• FARMERS MARKET Old School 9:30am                 

• RECYCLING CENTRE 2-6pm
• BOTTLE DEPOT 2-6pm
• CAP SITE 3-7pm
• FOOD BANK 4-7pm

• AA Meeting DI United Church 7pm

FRIDAY 22

SATURDAY 23

MONDAY 25

TUESDAY 26

WEDNESDAY 27

THURSDAY 28

SUNDAY 24

• RECYCLING CENTRE 9-5pm 
• BOTTLE DEPOT 9-5pm
• FREE STORE 9am-2pm
• FARMERS MARKET Old School 9:30am                

• RECYCLING CENTRE 2-6pm
• BOTTLE DEPOT 2-6pm
• CAP SITE 3-7pm
• FOOD BANK 4-7pm

• RECYCLING CENTRE 2-6pm
• BOTTLE DEPOT 2-6pm
• CAP SITE 4-7pm

• AA Meeting DI United Church 7pm

• RECYCLING CENTRE 2-6pm
• BOTTLE DEPOT 2-6pm
• CAP SITE 4-7pm

• CAP SITE 11-2pm

• CAP SITE 11-2pm

• ST. SAVIOUR’S CHURCH 10:30am

The Monthly Calendar is on 
hold for now.

Instead we offer a 2 week summary of 
upcoming events on the Back Page. 
Email us with your event to be listed 

in “Fortnight Events”.
theislandsgrapevine@gmail.com



For more information, call: 250-334-6000, or 
email: elections@comoxvalleyrd.ca or visit:
www.comoxvalleyrd.ca/islandsinternet

Notice is given that qualified electors within Denman and Hornby Islands will be asked to 
vote for or against the following question:

“Are you in favour of the Comox Valley Regional District (CVRD) adopting Denman and 
Hornby Islands High-Speed Internet Contribution Service Establishment Bylaw No. 672, 
2021, Denman and Hornby Islands High-Speed Internet Loan Authorization Bylaw No. 
673, 2021, and Denman and Hornby Islands High-Speed Internet Capital Contribution 
Agreement Authorization Bylaw No. 678 to authorize the following:
•  establish and operate a service for providing capital financing for high-speed internet 

infrastructure;
•  borrow $767,677 to be repaid over a maximum 10 year period to finance the 

development of the high-speed internet infrastructure; and 
•  enter into a 20-year agreement with City West Cable and Telephone Corp. to provide 

up to $760,000 in capital financing for the development of the high-speed internet 
service infrastructure.”

The area that is subject to the proposed bylaws is Hornby Island and Denman Island. Full 
copies of the proposed bylaws are available for public viewing on the CVRD website at 
www.comoxvalleyrd.ca/islandsinternet or at the CVRD office located at 770 Harmston 
Avenue, Courtenay, B.C.

Voting Dates and Locations
•  Advance Voting: Wednesday, November 17, 2021 from 8:00 am to 8:00 pm 

at the CVRD Office, 770 Harmston Avenue, Courtenay
•  Special Voting: Wednesday, November 24, 2021: 

 ○ Denman Island Seniors Center from 9:00 am to 12:00 noon
 ○ Hornby Island Community Hall from 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm

•  General Voting: Saturday, November 27, 2021 from 8:00 am to 8:00 pm
 ○ Denman Island Seniors Center 
 ○ New Horizons Seniors Hall, Hornby Island

•  Mail Ballot Voting: Qualified electors may vote by mail and can request a mail ballot 
package by filling out an online application form available on the CVRD website. 

Scrutineers
Members of the public who want to act as scrutineers may complete an application form 
available on the CVRD website or by contacting the CVRD office during regular business 
hours of 8:30 am to 4:30 pm Monday to Friday.  Applications will be received by the Chief 
Election Officer from 8:30 am November 1, 2021 to 4:30 pm November 10, 2021.

Elector Registration
There is no need to pre-register to vote as the registration of qualified electors will take place 
at the time of voting. Voters must show two pieces of identification (at least one with
a signature). Picture identification is not necessary.  The identification must prove both 
residency and identity.

DENMAN AND HORNBY ISLANDS HIGH-SPEED INTERNET
CONTRIBUTION REFERENDUM 



Free
Yard Waste Wood Pick-Up

The Comox Valley Regional District and K’omoks First Nation using Community Resiliency Investment Grant 
funding are, once again, offering a free wood debris pick-up on Denman Island for several consecutive days 
in mid-October. All the chipped wood will be kept on Denman Island. It will go to Two Roads Farm to be 
mixed and composed for use on the farm. The chipping initiative is undertaken to encourage FireSmart 
safety on residential properties by removing wood debris that could easily spread wildfire to homes and other 
structures and to minimize smoke pollution if the waste wood were to be burnt.

If you want to take advantage of this free program to dispose of wood wastes, the rules are:

•	 No rocks, no nails, no roots (to prevent damage to the chipping machinery)
•	 No treated lumber.  No leaves.
•	 In fairness to all, keep the size of the bundle reasonable. This program is not intended for land-clearing
•	 Tree trimmings must be under 16 centimeters (6.3”) in diameter and under 10 meters (32’) in length
•	 No invasive species such as Scotch Broom, English Holly, Giant Hogweed, Knotweed permitted
•	 “Butt-ends” of the branches must be stacked in the same direction to facilitate efficient chipping
•	 The contractor reserves the right not to pickup any piles that they feel doesn’t meet these rules
•	 Bundles are to be placed clearly visible at the end of your driveway – Not on public roadways
•	 Any debris brought to the end of your driveway after the start of work on October 18th may not be 

picked up.

This is a free program

To participate, your bundles of wood debris must be by 
the road by the morning of October 18th
Denman Island Fire Rescue strongly endorses this program to remove fire fuel from our Island. We encourage all 
Denman Island residents to become familiar with and implement the FireSmart Program to reduce the potential 
impacts of wildfire on your home. We have an extremely informative booklet that will assess your property’s risk 
and outline steps needed to minimize your risk. If you do not have a copy of FireSmart Homeowner’s Manual, 
they are available in the red box beside the Firehall’s main door (5555 Denman Road).

If you have any questions about the free chipping program or about FireSmart, please email Denman Island 
Fire Rescue at divfd@island.net

 


